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TRAVELS. 


PAR T. 4 
A Voyage to LILLIPUT, 


* 
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GHA . I. 


The Author gives ſome Account of bimflf nd E- 
mily, his firſt Inducements to travel, He is 


ſhipwrecked, and ſwims for his Life, gets ſafe 


on Shore in the Country of Lilliput, is made a 


Priſoner, and carried up the C ountry. 


V Father had a ſmall Eftate in Me- 
tingham/bire ; I was the Third of 
five Sans. - He ſent me to Emanuel 
College in Cambridge, at fourteen 
Years old, where I reſided three 
Years, and applied myſelf —.— 

to my Studies 3 but the Charge of maintaining 

(although I had a very ſcanty Allowance) Kin, ng 

too great for a narrow Fortune, I was bou 

Apprentice to Mr. James Bates, an eminent Sur- 
eon in London, with whom I continued four 

| Years; and my Father now and then ſending me 

- ſmall Sums of Money, I laid them out in learn- 

ing Navigation, and other Parts of the Mathe- 

matics, uſeful to thoſe who intend to travel, as I 

always believed it would be ſome Time or other 


my Fortune to do. When I left Mr, Bates, I 
7 B went 
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went down to my Father ; where, by the Aff 
tance of him and my Uncle Jobn, and ſome other 


Relations, I got forty Pounds, and à Promiſe of 


thirty Pounds a Year to maintain me at Leyden - 
ere I ſtudied Phyſic two Years and ſeven 


Months, knowing it would be ufeful in long Voya- 


ges. | 
Soon after my Return from Leyden, I was re- 


commended by my good Maſter Mr. Bates, to be 


Surgeon to the Swallow, Captain Abraham Pan- 
nell, Commander; with whom I continued three 
Years and a half, making a Voyage or two into 
the Levant, and fome other Parts. When I came 
back; I refolved to ſettle in London, to which Mr. 
Bates, my Maſter, encouraged me, and by him I 
was recommended to ſeveral Patients. I took 
Part of a ſmall Houſe in the Old- Jury; and being 
adviſed to alter my Condition, I married Mrs. 
Mary Burton, ſecond Daughter to Mr. Edmund 
Burton, Hofier, in Næzugate. ſtreet, with whom JL 
received four hundred Pounds for a Portion. 

But, my good Maſter Bates dying in two Years 
after, and I having few Friends, my Buſineſs be- 
gan to fail ; for my Conſcience would not ſuffer 
me to imitate the bad Practice of too many among 
my Brethren. Having therefore conſulted with 
my Wife, and ſome of my Acquaintance, I de- 
termined tc go again to Sea. I was Surgeon ſuc- 


ceſſively in two Ships, and made ſeveral Voyages 


for ſix Years to the Eaff and Mes- Indies, by which 
I got ſome Addition to my Fortune. My Hours 
of Leiſure I ſpent in reading the beit Authors, an- 
tient and modern, being always provided with a 
good Number of Books; and when I was aſhore, 
in obſerving the Manners and Diſpoſitions of the 
People, as well as learning their Language, where- 

- 


te LILLIPU'T. 2 
in I had a great Facility by the Strength of my 
Sy * | | 
| The laſt of theſe Voyages not proving very for- 

tunate, I grew weary of the Sea, and intended to 
ſtay at Home with my Wife and Family. I re- 
moved from the O/d-Zury to Fetter- Lane, and from 
thence to Wapping, hoping to get Buſineſs among 
the Sailors ; — it would not turn to Account. 
After three Vears Expectation that Things would 
mend, I accepted an advantageous Offer from Cap- 
tain William Prichard, Maſter of the Antelope, 
who was making a Voyage to the South-Sea, We 
ſet Sail from Briffol, May 4th, 1699, and our 
Voyage at firſt was very proſperous. 
It would not be proper, for ſome Reaſons, to 
trouble the Reader with the Particulars of our Ad- 
ventures in thoſe Seas: Let it ſuffice to inform 
him, that, in our Paſſage from thence to the 
Eaſt- Indies, we were driven by a violent Storm to 
the North-Weſt of Van Diemen's Land. By an 


— Obſervation we found ourſelves in the Latitude of 


30 Degrees 2 Minutes South. Twelve of our 
Crew were dead by immoderate Labour, and ill 
Food, the reſt were in a very weak Condition. -On 
the fifth of Nowember, which was the Beginning of 
Summer in thoſe Parts, the Weather being very 
hazy, the Seamen ſpied a Rock, within half a 
Cable's Length of the Ship; but the Wind was 
ſo ſtrong, that we were driven directly upon it, 
and immediately ſplit. Six of the Crew, of whom 
I was one, having let down the Boat into the Sea, 
made a Shift to get clear of the Ship and the Rock. 


We rowed, by my Computation, about three 


Leagues, till we were able to work no longer, being 
already ſpent with Labour while we were in the 
Ship. We therefore truſted ourſelves to the Mer- 

B 2 cy 
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cy of the Waves, and in about haff.an Hour. the. 
Boat was overſet by a ſudden Flurry from the. 
North. What became of my Companions in the 
Boat, as well as of thoſe who eſcaped on the Rock, 
or were left in the Veſſel, I cannot tell; but con- 
clude - they were all loſt. For my own Part, I 
ſwam as Fortune directed me, and was puſhed for- 
ward by Wind and Tide. I often let my Legs 
drop, and could feel no Bottom : But when I was 
almoſt gone, and able to ſtruggle no longer, I found 
4 myſelf within my Depth ; and by this Time the 
Storm was much abated. The Declivity was ſo 
ſmall, that I walked near a Mile before I got to the 
Shore, which I conjectured was about eight a 
Clock in the Evening. I then adyanced forward 
near half a Mile, but could not diſcover any Sign 
of Houſes or Inhabitants ; at leaſt I was in ſo weak 
2 Condition that I did not obſerve them. I was 
extremely tired, and that, and the Heat of the 
Weather, and about half a Pint of Brandy that I 
drank as I left the Ship, I found myſelf much 
inclined to ſleep. I lay . on the Graſs, which 
was very ſhort and ſoft, where I ſlept ſounder than 
ever I remembered to have done in my Life, and, 
as I reckoned, about nine Hours ; for when I a- 
waked, it was juſt Day-light. I attempted to 
Tiſe, but was not able to ſtir: For as I happened to 
lie on my Back, I found my Arms and Legs were 
ſtrongly faſtened on each Side to the Ground; and 
my Hair, which was Jong and thick, tied down 
in the ſame Manner. I likewiſe felt ſeveral ſlen- 
der Ligatures acroſs my Body, from my Arm-pits 
to my Thighs. I could only Took upwards, the 3 
Sun began to grow hot, and the Light offended my 1 
Eyes. I heard a confuſed Noiſe about me, but, 1 
in the Poſture I lay, could ſee nothing except = J 
Sky. | 
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Sky. In a lite Time I felt ſomething alive mov- 
ing on my left Leg, which advancing gently for- 
ward, over my Breaſt, came almoſt up to my Chin ; 
when bending my Eyes downward as much as I 
could, I perceived it to be a human Creature not 
fix Inches high, with a Bow and Arrow in his 
Hands, and a Quiver at his Back. In the mean 
Time, I felt at Jeaſt forty more of the ſame Kind 
{as J conjectured) following the firſt. I was in 
the utmoſt Aſtoniſnment, and roared ſo loud, that 
they all ran back in Fright; and ſome of them, 
as I was afterwards told, were hurt with the Falls 
they got by leaping from my Sides upon the 
Ground. However, they ſoon returned, and one 
of them, who ventured ſo far as to get a full Sight 
of my Face, lifting up his Hands and Eyes by 
Way of Admiration, cried out in a ſhrill but di- 
ſtinct Voice, Helinab Degu! : The others repeated 
the ſame Words ſeveral Times, but I then knew 
not what they meant. I lay all this While, as 
the Reader may believe, in great Uneafineſs ; at 
„ ſtruggling to get looſe, I had the Fortune 
to break the Strings, and wrench out the Pegs that 
faſtened my left Arm to the Ground; for, by lift- 
ing it up to my Face, I diſcovered the Methods 
they had taken to bind me, and, at the ſame Time, 
with a violent Pull, which gave me exceſſive Pain, 
Ja little loofened the Strings that tied down my 
Hair on the left Side, ſo that I was juſt able to turn 
my Head about to Inches. But the Creatures ran 
off a ſecond Time, before I could ſeize them; 
whereupon there was a great Shout in a very ſhrill 
Accent, and after it ceaſed, I heard one of them 
| ery aloud, 7% Phonac ; when in an Inſtant. I 
felt above an hundred Arrows diſcharged on my 
left Hand, which prick'd me like ſo many Needles } 
Pe ; | . 
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and beſides, they ſhot another Flight into the Air, 
as we do Bombs in Europe, whereof many, I ſup- 

ſe, fell on my Body (tho' I felt them not) and 

me on my Face, which I immediately covered 
with my left Hand. When this Shower of Ar- 
rows was over, I fell a groaning with Grief and 
Pain, and then ſtriving again to get looſe, they 
diſcharged another Volley larger than the firſt, 


and ſome of them attempted with Spears to ſtick 


me in the Sides; but, by good Luck, I had on me 


a Buff Jerkin, which they could not pierce. I 


thought it the moſt prudent Method to lie ſtill, 
and my Deſign was to continue ſo till Night, 
when, my left Hand being already looſe, I could 

eaſily free myſelf : And as for the Inhabitants, I 
had Reaſon to believe I might be a Match for the 
greateſt Army they could bring againſt me, if they 
were all of the ſame Size with him that I ſaw. But 
Fortune diſpoſed otherways of me. When the 
People obſerved I was quiet, they diſcharged no 
more Arrows: But, by the Noiſe I heard, I knew 
their Numbers increaſed ; and about four Yards 
from me, over-againit my right Ear, I heard a 
Knocking for above an Hour, like that of People 
at Work ; when turning my Head that Way, as 


well as the Pegs and Strings would permit me, I 


ſaw a Stage erected, about a Foot and half from 
the Ground, capable of holding four of the Inha- 
bitants, with two or three Ladders to mount it: 


From whence one of them, who ſeemed to be a 
Perſon of Quality, made me a long Speech, where- 


of I underſtood not one Syllable. But I ſhould 


have mentioned, that before the principal Perſon 
his Oration, he cried out three Times, 


| Langro Dehul ſan ; (theſe Words and the former 


were afterwards repeated and explained to me), 
: Where- 
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Whereupon immediately about fifty of the Inha- 
bitants came and cut the Strings that faſtened the 
left Side of my Head, which gave me the Li- 
berty of turning it to the Right, and of obſerving 

the Perſon and Gefture of him that was to ſpeak. 
He appeared to be of a middle Age, and taller 
than any of the other three who attended him, 
whereof one was a Page that held up his Train, 
and ſeemed to be ſomewhat longer than my middle 
Finger; the other two ſtood one on each Side to 
ſupport him. He ated every Part of an Orator, 
and I could obſerve many Periods of Threatnings, 
and others of Promiſes, Pity, and Kindneſs, I 
anſwered in a few Words, but in the moſt ſubmiſ- 
five Manner, lifting up my left Hand and both 
my Eyes to the Sun, as calling him for a Wit- 
neſs ; and, being almoſt famiſhed with Hunger, 
having not eaten a Morſel for ſome Hours before 
J left the Ship, I found the Demands of Nature ſo 
ſtrong upon me, that I could not forbear _— 

my Impatience {perhaps againſt the ſtrict Rules 
Decency) by putting my Finger frequently to my 
Mouth, to fignify that I wanted Food. The 
Hurgo (for ſo they call a great Lord, as I after- 
wards learnt) underſtood · me very well. He de- 
ſcended from the Stage, and commanded that ſeveral 
Ladders ſhould be applied to my Sides, on which 
above an hundred of the Inhabitants mounted, and 
walked towards my Mouth, laden with Baſkets full 
of Meat, which had been provided and ſent thither 
by the King's Orders, upon the firſt Intelligence 
he received of me. I obſerved there was the Fleſh 
of ſeveral Animals, but could not diftinguiſh them 
by the Taſte. There were Shoulders, Legs, and 
Loins, ſhaped like thoſe of Mutton, and very well 
dreſſed, but ſmaller than the Wings of a Lark. I 
B 4. eat 
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eat them by two or three at a Mouthful, and took: 
three Loaves at a Time, about the Bigneſs of 
Muſket Bullets. They ſupplied me as they could, 
ſhewing a thouſand Marks of Wonder and Aſto- 
niſhment at my Bulk and Appetite. I then made 
another Sign that I wanted Drink. They found 
by my Eating, that a ſmall Quantity would not 
uffice me, and being a moſt ingenious People, 
they ſlung up with great Dexterity one of their 
largeſt Hogſheads, then rolled it towards my 
Hand, and beat out the Top ; I drank it off at a 
Draught, which I might well do, for it did not 
hold half x Pint, ang * like a ſmall Wine of 
Bu , but much more delicious. They brought 
3 Hogſhead, which 1 2 4 — 
Manner, and made Signs for more; but they had 
none to give me. When I had performed theſe 
Wonders, they ſhouted for Joy, and danced upon 
my Breaſt, repeating ſeveral 'Times as they did at 
firſt, Hekinah Degul. They made me a Sign that 
I ſhould throw down the two Hogſheads, but firſt 
warning the People below to ſtand out of the Way, 
crying aloud, Borach Mewola, and when they 
ſaw the Veſſels in the Air, there was an univerſal 
Shout of Hekinah Degul. I confeſs, I was often 
tempted, while they were paſſing backwards and 
forwards on my Body, to ſeize forty or fifty of the 
firſt that came in my Reach, and daſh them againſt 
the Ground. But the Remembrance of what I had 
felt, which probably might not be the Worſt they 
could do, and the Promiſe of Honour I made 
them, for ſo I interpreted my ſubmiſſive Behavi- 
our, ſoon drove out theſe Imaginations. Beſides, 
I now conſidered myſelf as bound by the Laws of 
Hoſpitality to a People who had treated me with ſo 
much Expence and Magnificence. However, in 
| my 
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my Thoughts, I could not ſufficiently wonder at 
the Intrepidity of theſe diminutive Mottals, who 


durſt venture to mount and walk upon my Body, 
while one of my Hands was at Liberty, without 
trembling at the very Sight of ſo prodigious a 
Creature, as I muſt appear to them. After ſome 
Time, when they obſerved that I made no more 
Demands for Meat, there appeared before me a 
Perſon of high Rank from his Imperial Majeſty. 
His Excellency, having mounted on the Small of 
my right Leg, advanced forwards up to my Face, 
with about a dozen of his Retinue. And produc- 
ing his Credentials under the Signet Royal, which 
he applied cloſe to my Eyes, ſpoke about ten Mi- 
nutes, without any Signs of Anger, but with a 
Kind of determinate Reſolution ; often pointing 
forwards, which, as I afterwards found, was to- 
wards the Capital City, about half a Mile diſtant, 
whither, it was agreed by his Majeſty in Council, 
that I muſt be conveyed. I anſwered in few 
Words, but to no Purpoſe, and made a Sign with 
my Hand that was looſe, putting it to the other 
(but over his Excellency's Head for Fear of hurt- 
ing him or his Train) and then to my own Head 
and Body, to ſignify that I defired my Liberty. 
It appeared that he underſtood me well enough, 
for he ſhook his Head by Way of Diſapprobation, 
and held his Hand in a Poſture to ſhew 1 65 [ muit 
be carried as a Prifoner. However, he made other 
Signs to Jet me underſtand that 1 ſhovld have Meat 
and Drink enough, and very good Treatment. 
Whereupon I once more thought of attempting to 
break my Bonds, but again, when I felt the Smart 
of their Arrows, upon my Face and Hands, which 
were all in Bliſters, and many of the Darts ſtill 
ſticking in them, and obſerving likewiſe that the 
Number 
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Number of my Enemies increaſed, I gave Tokens 
to let them know that they might do with me 
what they pleaſed. Upon this the Hurgo and his 
Train withdrew with much Civility and chearful 
Countenances. Soon after I heard a general Shout, 
with frequent Repetitions of the Words, Peplom 
Selan, and 1 felt great Numbers of People on my 
left Side relaxing the Cords to ſuch a Degree, that 
J was able to turn upon my Right, and to eaſe my- 
ſelf with mak ing Wates; which I very plentifully 
did, to the great Aſtoniſnment of the People, who 
conjecluring, by my Motion, what I was going to 
do, immediately opened to the Right and Left on 
that Side, to avoid the Torrent which fell with 
ſuch Noiſe and Violence from me. But before 
this, they had daubed my Face and both my Hands 
with a Sort of Ointment very pleaſant to the Smell, 
which in a few Minutes removed all the Smart of 
their Arrows. Theſe Circumſtances, added to the 
Refreſhment I had received by their Victuals and 
Drink, which were very nouriſhing, diſpoſed me 
to ſleep. I ſlept about eight Hours, as I was at- 
terwards aſſured ; and it was no Wonder, for the 
Phyſicians, by the Emperor's Order, had ming- 
led a ſleepy Potion in the Hogſheads of Wine. 

It ſeems that, upon the firſt Moment I was diſ- 
covered ſleeping on the Ground after my Land- 
ing, the Emperor had early Notice of it by an 
Expreſs ; and determined in Council that I ſhould 
be tied in the Manner I have related, (which 
was done in the Night while I flept) that Plen- 
ty of Meat and Drink ſhould be ſent to me, and 
a Machine prepared to carry me to the Capital 
City. . 

This Reſolution perhaps may appear very bold 
and dangerous, and Jam confident would not = 
Intate 


517 


* 


r 1 


imitated by any Prince in Europe on the like Oc- 


caſion; however, in my Opinion, it was ex- 


tremely prudent, as well as generous: For ſup- 


poſing theſe People had endeavoured to kill me 


with their Spears and Arrows while I was aſleep, 
J ſhould certainly have awaked with the firſt 
Senſe of Smart, which might ſo far have rouz- 
ed my Rage and Strength, as to have enabled me 
to break the Strings wherewith I was tied; at- 
ter which, as they were not able to make Re- 
ſiſtance, ſo they could expect no Mercy. | 
Theſe People are moſt excellent Mathemati- 
cians, and arriv'd to a great Perfection in Me- 
chanics, by the Countenance and Encourage- 
ment of the Emperor, who is a renowned Pa- 
tron of Learning. This Prince hath ſeveral 
Machines fixed on Wheels, for the Carriage of 
Trees and other great Weights. He often builds 
his largeſt Men of War, whereof ſome are nine 
Feet long, in the Woods where the Timber grows, 
and has them carried on theſe Engines three or 
four hundred Yards to the Sea. Five hundred 
Carpenters and Engineers were immediately ſet 
at work to prepare the greateſt Engine they had. 
It was a Frame of Wood raiſed three Inches from 


the Ground, about ſeven Feet long and four wide, 
Moving upon twenty-two W heels. The Shout L 


heard was upon the Arrival of this Engine, which 
it ſeems ſet out in four Hours after my Landing. 
It was brought parallel to me as I lay. But 
the principal Difficulty was to raiſe and place me 
in this Vehicle. Eighty Poles, each of one Foot 
high, were erected for this Purpoſe, and very 
ſtrong Cords of the Bigneſs of Packthread were 
faſtened by Hooks to many Bandages, which the 
Workmen had girt round my Neck, my Hands, 

| my 
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my Body, and my Legs. Nine hundred of the 
ſtrongeſt Men were employed to draw up theſe 
Cords by many Pulleys faſtened on the Poles, 
and thus, in leſs than three Hours, I was raiſed 
and nuss into the Engine, and there tied faſt. 


All this I was told, for, while the whole Opera- 
tion was performing, I lay in a profound Sleep, 
by the Force of that ſoporiferous Medicine infuſ- 
ed into my Liquor. Fifteen hundred of the Em- 
peror's largeſt Horſes, each about four Inches 
and an halt high, were employed to draw me 
towards the Metropolis, which, as I ſaid, was 
half a Mile diſtant. = 

About four Hours after we began our Journey, 
IT awaked by a very ridiculous Accident; for the 
Carriage being ſtopt a while to adjuſt ſomething 
that was out of Order, two or three of the young 
Natives had the Curiofity to ſee how I look'd 
when I was afleep ; they climbed up into the En- 
vine, and advancing very ſoftly to my Face, one 
of them, an Officer in the Guards, put the ſharp 
End of his Half-pike a good Way up into my 
left Noſtril, which 
and made me ſneeze violently : Whereupon they 
ſtole off unperceived, and it was three Weeks 
before I knew the Cauſe of my awaking ſo ſudden- 
ly. We made a long March the remaining Part 
of that Day, and reſted at Night with five hun- 
dred Guards on each Side of me, half with Torches, 


and half with Bows and Arrows, ready to ſhoot 


me if I ſhould offer to ſtir. The next Morning 


at Sun-riſe we continued our March, and ar- 


riv'd within Two-hundred Yards of the City- 
Gates about Noon. The Emperor, and all his 
Court, came out to meet us, but his great Officers 
would by no Means ſuffer his Majeſty to endanger 


his Perſon by mounting on my Body. At 


tickled my Noſfe like a Straw, 
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At the Place where the Carriage ſtopt, there 
ſtood an antient Temple, eſteem'd to be the largeſt 
in the whole Kingdom, which, having been pol- - 
luted ſome Years before by an unnatural Murder, 
was, according to the Zeal of thoſe People, look- 
ed on as prophane, and therefore had been applied 
to common Uſe, and all the Ornaments and Fur- 


niture carried away. In this Edifice, it was de- 


termined I ſhould lodge. The great Gate fronting 
to the North was about four Feet high, and al- 
moſt two Feet wide, through which I could eafily 
creep. On each Side of the Gate was a ſmall 
Window, not above ſix Inches from the Ground : 


Into that on the left Side, the King's Smith con- 


vey'd fourſcore and eleven Chains, like thoſe that 


hang to a Lady's Watch in Europe, and almoſt as 


large, which were locked to my left Leg, with 
fix and thirty Padlocks,. .Over-againſt this Tem- 


ple, on t'other Side of the great Highway, at 


twenty Feet Diitance, there was a Turret at leaſt 
five Feet high. Here the Emperor aſcended, 
with many principal Lords of his Court, to have 
an eee of viewing me, as I was told, for 

not ſee them. It was reckoned, that a- 
bove an hundred thouſand Inhabitants came out of 


the Town upon the ſame Errand; and, in Spite 


of my Guards, I believe there could not be ſewer 
than ten thouſand, at ſeveral Times, who mount- 


ed my Body by the Help of Ladders. But a Pro- 
clamation was ſoon iſſued to forbid it, upon Pain 


of Death. When the Workmen found it was 


impoſſible for me to break looſe, they cut all the 
Strings that bound me; whereupon I roſe up 


with as melancholy a Diſpoſition as ever I had 


in my Life. But the Noiſe and Afſtoniſhment of 
the People, at ſeeing me riſe and walk, are not 
| to 
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to be expreſſed. The Chains that held my left 


Leg were about two Yards long, and gave me 
not only the Liberty of walking backwards and 
forwards in a Semicircle ; but, being fixed within 
four Inches of the Gate, allowed me to creep in, 


and lie at my full Length in the Temple. 


„ 
The Emperor of Lilliput, attended by ſeveral of 
the Nobility, comes to fee the Author in his 
Confinement, The Emperor's Perſon and Hu- 
bit deſcribd. Learned Men appointed to 
reach the Auther their Language. Fe gains 
Favmr by his mild Diſpoſition. His Pockets 


are ſearched, and his Sword and Piſtols taken 


from him. 


HEN I found myſelf on my Feet, I 

looked about me, and muit confeſs I 
never beheld a more entertaining Proſpect. The 
Country round appeared like a continual Gar- 
den, and in the incloſed Fields, which were ge- 
nerally forty Feet ſquare, reſembled ſo many Beds 
of Flowers. Theſe Fields were intermingled with 
Woods of half a Stang, and the talleſt Trees, as 
could judge, appeared to be ſeven Feet high. 
I viewed the Town on my left Hand which look: - 
cd like the painted Scene of a City in a Theatre. 

I had been for ſome Hours extremely preſ- 
ſed by the Neceſſities of Nature; which was no 
Wonder, it being almoſt two Days ſince I had laſt 
disburthened myſelf, I was under great Diffi- 
culties between Urgency and Shame. The belt 
Expedient I could think on, was to creep into 

my 
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my Houſe, which I accordingly did ; and ſhut- 
ting the Gate after me, I went as far as the Length 
of my Chain would ſuffer, and diſcharged my 
Body of that uneaſy Load. But this was the on- 
ly Time I was ever guilty of ſo uncleanly an 


Action; for which I cannot but hope the candid 


Reader will give ſome Allowance, after he hath 
maturely and impartially conſidered my Caſe, 
and the Diſtreſs I was in. From this Time my 

conſtant Practice was, as ſoon as I roſe to per- 


form that Buſineſs in open Air, at the full Ex- 


tent of my Chain, and due Care was taken eve- 


ry Morning before Company came, that the of- 


fenſive Matter ſhould be carried off in Wheel-bar- 
rows by two Servants appointed for that Purpoſe. 


I would not have dwelt ſo long upon a Cir- 


cumſtance, that perhaps at firſt Sight may appear 
not very momentous, if I had not thought it ne- 
ceſſary to juſtify my Character in point of Clean- 
lineſs to the World; which I am told ſome ot 


my Maligners have been pleaſed, upon this and 


other Occaſions, to call in Queſtion. | 
When this Adventure was at an end, I came 
back out of my Houſe, having Occaſion for frei: 
Air. The Emperor was already deſcended from 
the Tower, and advancing on Horſe-back towards 
me, which had like to have coſt him dear ; for 
the Beaſt, though very well trained, yet wholly 


unuſed to ſuch a Sight, which appeared as if a 


Mountain moved before him, reared up on his 
hinder Feet : But that Prince, who is an excel- 
lent Horſeman, kept his Seat, till his Attendants 


ran in, and held the Bridle, while his Majeſty 


had Time to diſmount. When he alighted, he 


ſurveyed me round with guru Admiration, but 
kept without the Length o 


my Chain. He or- 
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dered his Cooks and Butlers, who were alread 
prepared to give me Victuals and Drink, whic 
they puſhed forward in a ſort of Vehicles upon 
Wheels till I could reach them, I took theſe 
Vehicles, and ſoon emptied them all ; twenty of 
them were filled with Meat, and ten with Li- 
vor, each of the former afforded me two or 
three Mouthfuls, and I emptied the Li- 
quor of ten Veſſels, which was contained in ear- 
then Vials, into one Vehicle, drinking it off at a 
Draught, and ſo I did with the reſt, The Em- 
preſs, and young Princes of the Blood, of both 
Sexes, attended by many Ladies, fat at ſome 
Diſtance in their Chairs, but upon the Accident 
that happened to the Emperor's Horſe, they a- 
lighted, came near his Perſon, which I am now 
going to deſcribe. He 1s taller by almoſt the 
Breadth of my Nail, than any of his Court, 
which alone 1s enough to ſtrike an Awe into the 
Beholders. His Features are ſtrong and Maſcu- 
line, with an A#ugrian Lip and be * Noſe, his 
Complexion Olive, his Countenance ere, his 


Body and Limbs well Proportioned, all his Mo- 


tions graceful, and his Deportment majeſtic. He 
was then paſt his Prime, being Twenty eight 
Years and three Quarters old, of which he had 
Reigned about ſeven, in great Felicity, and ge- 
nerally Victorious. For the better Convenience 
of beholding him, I lay on my Side, ſo that my 
Face was parrallel to his, and he ſtood but three 
Yards off: However, I had him ſince many Times 
in my Hand, and therefore cannot be deceived in 
the Deſcription. His Dreſs was very plain and 
ſimple, and the Faſhion of it between the A/rarick 
and the European: But he had on his Head a light 
Helmet of Gold, adorned with Jewels, -and a 
| Plume 
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Plume on the Creſt. He held his Sword drawn 
in his Hand, to defend himſelf, if I ſhould hap- 
pen to break looſe; it was almoſt three Inches 
long, the Hilt and Scabbard were Gold enriched 
with Diamonds. His Voice was ſhrill, but very 
clear and articulate, and I could diſtintly hear 
it when I ſtood up. The Ladies and Courtiers 
were all moſt magnificently clad, ſo that the Spot 
they ſtood npon ſeemed to reſemble a Petticoat 
{pread on the Ground, embroidered with Figures 


| of Gold and Silver. His Imperial Majeſty ſpoke 


often to me, and I returned Anſwers, but nei- 


I 2 of us could underſtand Aa Syllable. There 


were ſeveral of his Prieſts and Lawyers preſent, 


þ (as I conjectured by their Habits) who were com- 


manded to addreſs themſelves to me, and I ſpoke 


4 to them in as many Languages as I had the leaſt 


Smattering of, which were High and Low Dutch, 
Latin, French, Spaniſh, Italian, and Lingue Fran- 
ca; but all to no Purpoſe. After about two Hours 


the Court retired, and I was left with a ſtrong 
Z Guard, to prevent the Impertinence, and proba- 


bly the Malice of the Rabble, who were very 


2 impatient to croud about me as near as they durſt, 


and ſome of them had the Impudence to ſhoot 
their Arrows at me as I ſate on the Ground by 
the Door of my Houſe, whereof one very nar- 


; rowly miſs'd my left Eye. But the Colonel or- 


dered ſix of the Ring-leaders to be ſeized, and 
thought no Puniſhment ſo proper as to deliver 
them bound into my Hands, which ſome of his 
Soldiers accordingly did, puſhing them forwards 
with the But-ends of their Pikes into my Reach ; 
I took them all in my right Hand, put five of 
them into my Coat-pocket, and as to the ſixth, 


I made a Countenance as if I would eat him alive. 
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—_ A Voyace 

The poor Man ſqualled terribly, and the Colo- 
nel and his Officers were in much Pain, eſpecially 
when they ſaw me take out my Penknife : But I 
ſoon put them out of Fear ; for, looking mildly 
and immediately cutting the Strings he was bound 
with, I ſet him gently on the Ground, and a- 
way he ran; I treated the reſt in the ſame Man- 
ner, taking them, one by one, out of my Pocket, 
and I obſerved both the Soldiers and People were 
obliged at this Mark of my Clemency, which 
was repreſented very much to my Advantage at 
Court. 

Towards Night I got with ſome Difficulty into 
my Houſe, where I lay on the Ground, and con- 
tinued to do ſo about a Fortnight ; during which 
Time the Emperor gave Orders to have a Bed pre- 
pared for me. Six hundred Beds of the common 
Meaſure were brought in Carriages, and worked 
up in my Houſe; an hundred and fifty of their 
Beds, ſown together, made up the Breadth and 
Length ; and theſe were four double, which, 
however, kept me but very indifferently from the 
Hardneſs of the Floor, that was of ſmooth Stone. 
By the ſame Computation, they provided me wit 
Sheets, Blankets, and Coverlets, tolerable enough Þ 
for one who had been ſo long inured to Hardſhips. ! 

As the News of my Arrival ſpread through the 
Kingdom, it brought prodigious Numbers of rich, 
idle, and curious People to fee me; ſo that the 
Villages were almoſt emptied, and great Neglect 
of Tillage and Houſhold Affairs muſt have enſued, 
if his Imperial Majeſty had not provided, by ſeve- 
ral Proclamations and Orders off State, againſt this 
Inconveniency. He directed, that thoſe who had 
already beheld me ſhould return Home, and not 
preſume to come within fifty Yards of my Houſe, 

N without 


* 
1 
* 
4 & 
bs! 
— 
„ 
222 4 
n 
me” 
ek” > 
Bo 5-4 
I . 
© ITY 
WT 
HY L 
4s 
3 5 
5 2 
2: 6 
N 
2 


© XV 


% LILLIPUT. T3 


without Licence from Court ; whereby the Secre- 


taries of State got conſiderable Fees. 


In the mean Time, the Emperor held frequent 
Councils, to debate what Courſe ſhould be taken 
with me; and I was afterwards affured by a,par- 
ticular Friend, a Perſon of great Quality, who was 
looked upon to be as much in the Secret as any, 
that the Court was under many Difficulties con- 
cerning me. They apprehended my _— 
looſe, that my Diet would be very expenſive, an 
might cauſe a Famine. Sometimes they determin- 


cd to ſtarve me, or at leaſt to ſhoot me in the Face 


and Hands with poiſoned Arrows, which would 
ſoon diſpatch me ; but again they conſidered, that 
the Stench of ſo large a Carcaſe might produce a 


3 Plague in the Metropolis, and probably ſpread 
through the whole Kingdom. In the midſt of 
3 theſe Conſultations, ſeveral Officers of the Army 


went to the Door of the great Council-Chamber, 
and two of them, being admitted, gave an Account 
of my Behaviour to the ſix Criminals above-men- 
tioned, which made ſo favourable an Impreſſion 
in the Breaſt of his Majeſty, and the whole Board, 
in my Behalf, that an Imperial Commiſſion was 


iſſued out, obliging all the Villages, nine hundred 


Yards round the City, to deliver in every Morning 
ſix Beeves, forty Sheep, and other Victuals, for 
my Suſtenance ; together with a proportionable 
Quantity of Bread, and Wine, and other Liquors ; 
for the due Payment of which, his Majeſty gave 
Aſſignments upon his Treaſury. For this Prince 


lives chiefly upon his own Demeſnes, ſeldom, ex- 


cept upon great Occaſions, raifing any Subſidies 
upon his Subjects, who are bound to attend him in 
his Wars at their own Expence. An Eſtabliſn- 


ment was alſo made of fix hundred Perſons to be 
6 | 
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1y Domeſticks, who had Board-wages allowed 
for their Maintenance, and Tents built for them 
very conveniently on each Side of my Door. It 
was likewiſe ordered, that three hundred Taylors 


| ſhould make me a Suit of Cloaths after the Faſhion 
of the Country: That ſix of his Majeſty's greateſt 


Scholars ſhould be employ'd to inſtru me in their 
Language : And, laſtly, that the Emperor's 
Horſes, and thoſe of the 8 

Guards, ſhould be frequently exerciſed in my 
Sight, to accuſtom themſelves to me. All theſe 
Orders were duly put in Execution, and, in about 


three Weeks, I made a great Progreſs in learning 


their Language ; during which Time, the Empe- 
ror frequently honoured me with his Viſits, and 
was pleaſed to aſſiſt my Maſters in teaching me. 
We n already to converſe together in ſome 
Sort ; and the firſt Words I learnt were to ex- 
preſs my Deſire that he would pleaſe to give me 
my Liberty, which I every Day repeated on my 
Knees. His Anſwer, as I could apprehend it, was, 
that this muſt be a Work of Time, not to be 
thought on without the Advice of Council, and 
that firſt I muſt Lumos Kelmin peſſo deſmar lon Em- 
poſo ; that is, ſwear a Peace with him and his 
Kingdom. However, that I ſhould be uſed with 
all Kindneſs ; and he adviſed me to acquire, by 
my Patience and diſcreet Behaviour, the 


Opinion of himſelf and his Subjects. He defired 


T would not take it ill if he gave Orders to cer- 
tain proper Officers to ſearch me ; for probably I 
might carry about me ſeveral Weapons, which 
mult needs 


the Bulk of ſo prodigious a Perſon. I faid, his 
Majeſty ſhould be ſatisfied, for I was ready to 
ftrip myſelf, and turn up my Pockets before him. 

| This 
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This I delivered Part in Words, and Part in Signs] 
He replied, that by the Laws of the Kingdom I 
muſt be ſearched by two of his Officers ; that he 
knew this could not be done without my Conſent 
and Aſſiſtance ; that he had ſo good an Opinion 
of my Generoſity and Juſtice, as to truſt their 
Perſons in my Hands: That whatever they took 
from me ſhould be returned when I left the 
Country, or paid for at the Rate which I would 
fet upon them. I took up the two Officers in 
my Hands, put them firſt into my Coat-Pockets, 
and then into every other Pocket about me, ex- 
cept my two Fobs, and another ſecret Pocket I 
had no Mind ſhould be ſearched, wherein I had 
fome little Neceſſaries that were of no Conſequence 
to any but myſelf. In one of my Fobs there was 
a filver Watch, and in the other a ſmall Quan- 
tity of Gold in a Purſe. Theſe Gentlemen, 
having Pen, Ink, and Paper about them, made an 
exact Inventory of every Thing they ſaw ; and, 
when they had done, deſired I would ſet them 
down, that they might deliver it to the Emperor. 
This Inventory I afterwards tranſlated into Eng- 
li, and is Word for Word as follows. 

Imprimis, In the right Coat-Pocket of the Great 
Man- Mountain (for ſo I interpret the Quinbus 
Fleflrin, after the ftrifteſt Search, we found only 
one great Piece of coarſe Cloath) large enough 
to be a Foot-Cloth for your Majeſty's chief Room 
of State. In the left Pocket, we faw a huge fil- 
ver Cheſt, with a Cover of the ſame Metal, 
which we the Searchers were not able to lift. We 
deſired it ſhould be opened, and one of us, ſtep- 


7 4 ping into it, found himſelf up to the mid Leg in 


a Sort of Duſt, ſome Part whereof, flying up to 
our Faces, ſet us both a ſneezing for ſereral Times 
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er. In his right Waſtecoat- Pocket, we 
found a 8 Bundle of white thin Subſtan- 


ces, folded one over another, about the Bigneſs 
of three Men, tied with a ſtrong Cable, and 
marked with black Figures; which we humbly 
conceive to be Writings, every Letter almoſt half 


as large as the Palm of our Hands. In the left 


there was a Sort of Engine, from the Back of 
which were extended twenty long Poles, reſem- 
bling the Paliſadoes before your Majeſty's Court ; 
Wherewith we conjecture the Man- Mountain combs 
his Head, for we did not always trouble him 
with Queſtions, becauſe we found it a great Dif- 
ficulty to make him underſtand us. In the large 
Pocket on the right Side of his middle Cover, 
(ſo I tranſlate the Word Ranſu- Lo, by which they 
meant my Breeches) we ſaw a hollow Pillar of 
Iron, about the Length of a Man, faſtened to a 
ſtrong Piece of Timber, larger than the Pillar; 
and upon one Side of the Pillar were huge Pieces of 
Iron ſticking out, cut into ſtrange Figures, which 


we know not what to make of. In the left Poc- 


ket, another Engine of the ſame Kind. In the 


ſmaller Pocket, on the right Side, were ſeveral 


Tound flat Pieces of white and red Metal, of dif- 
ferent Bulk ; ſome of the white, which ſeemed to 
be Silver, were ſo large and heavy, that my 
Comrade and I could hardly lift them. In the 


| left Pocket were two black Pillars irregularl 


ſhaped : We could not, without Difficulty, rea 
the Top of them as we ſtood at the Bottom of 
his Pocket. One of them was covered, and 
ſeemed all of a Piece : But, at the upper End 
of the other, there appeared a white round 
Subſtance, about twice the Bigneſs of our Heads. 
Within each of theſe was incloſed a 3 
Plate 
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Plate of Steel ; which, by our Orders, we obliged 
him to us, becauſe we apprehended they 
might be dangerous Engines. He took them out 
of their Caſes, and told us, that in his own Coun- 
try his Practice was to ſhave his Beard with one 


of theſe, and to cut his Meat with the other. There 


were two Pockets which we could not enter : . 
'Theſe he called his Fobs ; they were two large 
Slits cut into the Top of his middle Cover, but 
ſqueez'd cloſe by the Preſſure of his Belly. Out of 
the right Fob hung a great ſilver Chain, with a 
wonderful Kind of Engine at the Bottom. We 
directed him to draw out whatever was faſtened to 
that Chain: which appeared to be a Globe, half 
Silver, and half of ſome tranſparent Metal : For 
on the tranſparent Side we ſaw certain ftrange Fi- 


5 gures circularly drawn, and thought we could 


touch them, till we found our Fingers ſtopped by 


that lucid Subſtance, He put this Engine to our 


Ears, which made an inceſſant Noiſe like that of 
a Water-Mill. And we conjecture it is either 
ſome unknown Animal, or the God that he wor- 
hips : But we are more inclined to the latter O- 
c becauſe he aſſured us {if we underſtood 

im right, for he expreſſed himſelf very imper- 
fectly) that he ſeldom did any Thing without 
conſulting it. He called it his Oracle, and faid 
it pointed out the Time for every Action of his 
Life. From the left Fob he took out a Net al- 
moſt large enough for a Fiſherman, but contrived 


to open and ſhut like a Purſe, and ſerved him for 


the ſame Uſe : We found therein ſeveral maſſy 
Pieces of yellow Metal, which, if they be real 


XZ Gold, mutt be of immenſe Value. 


Having thus, in Obedience to your Majeſty's 
Commands, diligently ſearched all his Pockets, 
| VV 
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f | we obſerved a Girdle about his Waſte, made of the 
bn Hide of ſome prodigious Animal, from which, 
N on the left Side, hung a Sword of the Length f 
1 five Men; and on the right, a Bag or Pouch, di- 
1 vided into two Cells, each Cell capable of holdin Y 
# three of your Majeſty's Subjects. In one of the 3 
1 Cells were ſeveral Globes, or Balls, of a moſt pon- | 


derous Metal, about the Bigneſs of our Heads, 
and required a ſtrong Hand to lift them: The o 
ther Cell contained a Heap of certain black Grains, 
but of no t Bulk or Weight, for we could 
hold above fifty of them in the Palms of our Hands. 
This is an exact Inventory of what we found a- 
bout the Body of the Mau- Mountain, who uſed us 
with great Civility, and due Refpe to your Ma- 
jeſty's Commiſſion. Sign'd and ſeal'd, on the 
fourth Day of the eighty-ninth Moon of your 
Majeſty's auſpicious Reign. 83 
Clefrin Freloct, Marſi Frelocł. 

+ When this Inventory was read over to the Em- 
peror, he directed me, although in very gentle 
Terms, to deliver up the ſeveral Particulars. He 
firſt called for my Scymiter, which I took out, 
Scabbard and all. In the mean Time he ordered 
three thouſand of his choiceſt Troops (who then 
attended him) to ſurround me at a Diſtance, with 
their Bows and Arrows juſt ready to diſcharge : 
But I did not obſerve it, for mine Eyes were whol- 
ly fixed upon his Majeſty. He then deſired me to 

w my Scymiter, which, although it had got 
ſome Ruſt by the Sea-Water, was in moſt Parts 
exceeding bright. I did ſo, and immediately all 
the Troops gave a Shout, between Terror and Sur- 
prize; for the Sun ſhone clear, and the Reflection 
dazzled their Eyes as I waved the Scymeter to and 
fro in my Hand, His Majeſty, who is a moſt 
* | mag 
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bk | magnanimous Prince, was leſs daunted than F could 


expect; he ordered me to return it into the Scab- 
bard, and caſt it on the Ground as gently as I 
could, about fix Feet from the End of my Chain. 
The next Thing he demanded, was one of the hol- 
low iron Pillars, by which he meant my Pocket- 
Piſtols. I drew it out, and at his Defire, as well 
as I could, expreſſed to him the Uſe of it; and 
2 it only with Powder, which by the 
Cloſeneſs of my Pouch happened to eſcape wetting 


in the Sea (an Inconvenience againſt which all 


prudent Mariners take ſpecial Care to provide) I 
firſt cautioned the Emperor not to be afraid, and 


then I let it off in the Air. The Aſtoniſnment here 


was much greater than at the Sight of my Scyme- 


ter. Hundreds fell down, as if they had been 
ſtruck dead; and even the Emperor, although he 


ſtood his Ground, could not recover himſelf in 


ſome Time. I delivered up both my Piſtols in the 


ſame Manner, as I had done my Scymiter, and 
then my Pouch of Powder and Bullets ; begging 
him that the former might be kept from the Fire, 
for it would kindle with the ſmalleſt Spark, and 
blow up his Imperial Palace into the Air. I like- 


wiſe delivered up my Watch, which the Emperor 
was very curious to ſee, and commanded two of 


his talleſt Yeomen of the Guards to bear it on a 

ole upon their Shoulders, as Dray-men in Eng- 
[and do a Barrel of Ale. He was amazed at the 
continual Noiſe it made, and the Motion of the 
Minute-Hand, which he could eaſily diſcern ; for 
their Sight is much more acute than ours: And 
asked the Opinions of his learned Men about him, 
which were various and remote, as the Reader 
may well imagine without my repeating ; al- 


though indeed I could not very perfectly under- 


ſtand 


26 A Vorace 
ſtand them. I then -_ up my Silver and Cop- 

per Money, my Purſe with nine large Pieces of 
Gold, and ſome ſmaller ones; my Knife and Ra- 
zor, my Comb and ſil ver Snuff- box, my Handker- 
chief and Journal-book. My Scymiter, Piſtols, 
and Pouch, were conveyed in Carriages to his Ma- 
jeſty's Stores; but the reſt of my Goods were re- 
turned me. | 

I had, as I before obſerved, one private Pocket 
which eſcaped their Search, wherein there was a 
pair of Spectacles (which I ſometimes uſe for the 
W s of mine Eyes) a Pocket Perſpective, and 
ſeveral other little Conveniencies; which being of 
no Conſequence to the Emperor, I did not think 
myſelf bound in Honour to diſcover, and I appre- 
hended they m__ be loſt or ſpoiled if I ventured 
them out of my Poſſeſſion. | | 


— — 8 


CHAP. II. 5 
The Author diverts the Emperor and his Nobility 


of both Sexes in a very uncommon Manner. 
The Diverſions of the Court of Lilliput deſcri- 
bed. The Author has his Liberty granted him 
upon certain Conditions. N 


Y Gentleneſs and good Behaviour had 
gained ſo far on the Emperor and his 
Court, and indeed upon the Army and People in 
general, that I began to conceive Hopes of t- 
ting my Liberty in a ſhort Time. I took all poſ- 
fible Methods to cultivate this favourable Diſpoſi- 
tion. The Natives came by Degrees to be leſs ap- 
prehenſive of any Danger from me. I would ſome- 
times lie down, and let five or ſix of them dance on 
| | my 


to EDE LIPVU TF. 27 


my Hand. And at laſt the Boys and Girls would 
venture to come and play at Hide and Seek in 
my Hair. 1 had now made a good Progreſs in 
underſtanding and ſpeaking their Language. The 
Emperor had a Mind one Day to entertain me 
with ſeveral of the Country Shows, wherein they 
exceed all Nations I have known, both for Dex- 
terity and Magnificence. I was diverted with 
none ſo much as that of the Rope-Dancers per- 
formed upon a ſlender white Thread, extended 
about two Feet, and twelve Inches from the Ground. 
Upon which I ſhall defire Liberty, with the Rea- 
der's Patience, to enlarge a little. 

This Diverſion is only practiſed by thoſe Per- 
ſons who are Candidates for great Employments, 
and high Favour, at Court. They are trained in 
this Art from their Youth, and are not always of 
noble Birth, or liberal Education. When a great 
Office is vacant either by Death or Diſgrace (which 
often happens) five or fix of thoſe Candidates pe- 
tition the Emperor to entertain his Majeſty and 
the Court with a Dance on the Rope, and who- 
ever jumps the higheſt, without falling, ſucceeds 
in the Office. Very often the chief Miniſters 
themſelves are commanded to ſhew their Skill, and 
to convince the Emperor that they have not loſt 
their Faculty. Flimnap, the 'Preaſurer, is allow- 
ed to cut a Caper on the ſtrait Rope, at leaſt an 
Inch higher than any other Lord in the whole Em- 
pire. I have ſeen him do the Summerſet ſeveral 
Times together, upon a Trencher fixed on the 
Rope, which is no thicker than a common Pack- 
thread in Eng land. My Friend Reldreſal, prin- 
cipal Secretary for private Affairs, is in my Opt- 
nion, if I am not partial, the ſecond after the 
Treaſurer; the reſt of the great Officers are much 
upon a Par, ; Theſe 
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' Theſe Diverfions are often attended with fatal 
Accidents, whereof great Numbers are on Re- 
cord. I myſelf have ſeen two or three Candidates 
break a Limb. But the Danger is much greater, 
when the Miniſters themſelves are commanded to 
ſhew their Dexterity ; for, by contending to ex- 
cel themſelves and their Fellows, they ſtrain ſo 
far, that there is hardly one of them who hath not 
received a Fall, and ſome of them two or three. 


I was affured, that, a Year or two before my Ar- 


rival, Flimnap would have infallibly broke his 
Neck, if one of the King's Cuſhions, that acci- 
dentally lay on the Ground, had not weakened the 
Force of his Fall. | | 
There is likewiſe another Diverſion which is 
only ſhewn before the Emperor and Empreſs, and 


_ firſt Miniſter, upon particular Occaſions. The 


Emperor lays on the Table three fine ſilken 
Threads of fix Inches long: one is Blue, the 
other Red, and the third Green. Theſe Threads 
are propoſed as Prizes for thoſe Perſons whom 
the Emperor hath a Mind to diſtinguiſh by a 
peculiar Mark of his Favour. The Ceremony 
is performed in his Majeſty's great Chamber of 
State, where the Candidates are to undergo a 
Trial of Dexterity very different from the former, 
and ſuch as I have not obſerved the leaft Reſem- 
blance of in any other Country of the old or new 


World. The Emperor holds a Stick in his Hands, 


both Ends parallel to the Horizon, while the Can- 
didates advancing, one by one, ſometimes leap over 
the Stick, ſometimes creep under it backwards and 
forwards ſeveral Times, according as the Stick is 
advanced or depreſſed. Sometimes the Emperor 
holds one End of the Stick, and his firſt Miniſter 
the other; ſometimes the Miniſter has it intirely 

to 
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to himſelf. Whoever performs his Part with moſt 
Agility, and holds out the longeſt in Leaping and 
Creeping, is rewarded with the Blue-coloured 
Silk; the Red is given to the next, and the 
Green to the third, which they all wear girt twice 
round about the Middle; and you ſee few great 
Perſons about this Court who are not adorned with 
one of theſe Girdles. 
The Horſes of the Army, and thoſe of the Roy- 
al Stables, having been daily led before me, were 
no longer ſhy, but would come up to my very Feet 
without ſtarting. The Riders would leap them 
over my Hand as I held it on the Ground, and 
one of the Emperor's Huntſmen, upon a large 
Courſer, took my Foot, Shoe and all; which 
was indeed a prodigious Leap. I had the good 
Fortune to divert the Emperor one Day after a ve- 
ry extraordinary Manner. I deſired he would or- 
der ſeveral Sticks of two Feet high, and the Thick- 
neſs of an ordinary Cane, to be brought me; 
whereupon his Majeſty commanded the Maſter of 
his Woods to give Directions accordingly, and the 
next Morning ſix Woodmen arrived with as man 
Carriages, drawn by eight Horſes to each. I too 
nine of theſe Sticks, ka, fixing them firmly in the 
Ground in a quadrangular Figure, two Feet and 
a half ſquare, I took four other Sticks, and tied 
them parallel at each Corner, about two Feet from 
the Ground ; then I faſtened my Handkerchief to 
the nine Sticks that ſtood ere, and extended it 
on all Sides till it was as tight as the Top of a 
Drum; and the four parallel Sticks, riſing about 
five Inches higher than the Handkerchief, ſerved 
as Ledges on each Side. When I had finiſhed my 
Work, I deſired the Emperor to let a Troop of his 
beſt Horſe, twenty-four in Number, come and 
| Exerciſe 


30 4 VOYAGE 

exerciſe upon this Plain. His Majeſty approved 

of the Propoſal, and I took them up one by one 

in my Hands, ready mounted and armed, with the 

proper Officers to exerciſe them. As ſoon as they 
ot into Order, they divided into two Parties, per- 

— mock Skirmiſſies, diſcharged blunt Ar- 


rows, drew their Swords, fled and purſued, at- 


tacked and retired, and in ſhort difcovered the beſt 


military Diſcipline I ever beheld. The parallel 
Sticks ſecured them and their Horſes from falling 


over the Stage; and the Emperor was ſo much 
delighted, that he ordered this Entertainment to 
be repeated ſeveral Days, and once was pleaſed to 


de lifted up, and give the Word of Command 


and, with great Difficulty, perſuaded even the Em- 
preſs herſeif to let me hold her in her cloſe Chair 
within two Yards of the Stage, from whence ſhe 


was able to take a full View of the whole Perfor- 


mance. It was by good Fortune that no ill Ac- 
cident happened in theſe Entertainments, only 
once a fiery Horſe, that belonged to one of the 


Captains, pawing with his Hoof, ſtruck a Hole in 


my Handkerchiet, and his Foot flipping, he over- 
threw his Rider and himſelf; but I immediately 


relieved them both, and covering the Hole with 


one Hand, I fer down the "Troop with the other, 
in the ſame Manner as I took them up. The 
orte that feil was ſtrained in the left Shoulder, 


but the Rider got no Hurt, and J repaired my 


Handkerchief as well as I could; however, I 
would not truſt to the Strength of it any more in 


ſuch dangerous Enterprizes. | 
About two or three Days before I was ſet at 


Liberty, as I was emtertaining the Court with theſe 
Kind of Feats, there arrived an Expreſs to inform 
his Majelty, that icme of his Subjects, riding near 

the 
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the Place where I was firſt taken up, had ſeen a 
great black Subſtance lying on the Ground, very 
oddly ſhaped, extended its Edges round as wide as 
his Majeſty's Bed-chamber, and rifing up in the 
Middle as high as a Man; that it was no living 
Creature, as they at firſt apprehended, for it lay 
on the Graſs without Motion; and ſome of them 
had walked round it ſeveral Times : That, by 
mounting upon each other's Shoulders, they had 
got to the Top, which was flat and even, and, 
_ ſtamping upon it, they found it was hollow with- 
In ; that they humbly conceived it might be ſome- 
thing belonging to the Man-Mountain ; and if his 
Majeſty pleaſed, they would undertake to bring it 
with only five Horſes. I preſently knew what they 
meant, and was glad at Heart to receive this Intel- 
ligehce. It ſeems upon my firſt reaching the Shore, 
— our Shipwreck, I was in ſuch Confuſion, that, 
before I came to the Place where I went to ſleep, 
my Hat which I had faſtened with a String tomy 
Head while I was rowing, and had ſtuck on all 
the Time I was ſwiming, fell off after I came to 
Land; the String, as I conjecture, breaking by 
ſome Accident which I never obſerved, but 
thought my Hat had been loſt at Sea. I intreat- 
ed his Imperial Majeſty to give Orders it might 
be brought to me as ſoon as poſſible, deſcribing to 
him the Uſe and the Nature of it : And the next 
Day the Waggoners arrived with it, but not in a 
very good Condition; they had bored two Holes 
in the Brim, within an Inch and half of the Edge, 
and faſtened two Hooks in the Holes ; theſe Hooks 
were tied by a long Cord to the Harneſs, and thus 
my Hat was dragged along for above half an Eng- 
liſb Mile; but, the Ground in that Country being 
extremely ſmooth and level, it received leſs Damage 
than I expeted, © TW 
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Two Days after this Adyenture, the Emperor 
having ordered that Part of his Army, which quar- 
ters in and about his Metropolis, to be in a Readi- 
neſs, took a Fancy of diverting himſelf in a very 
ſingular Mariner. He deſired I would ſtand like a 
Claus, with my Legs as far aſunder as I conveni- 
ently could. He then commanded his General (who 
was an old experienced Leader, and a great Patron 
of mine) to draw up the Troops in cloſe Order, and 
march them under me; the Foot by twenty.four 
in a Breaſt, and the Horſe by ſixteen, with Drums 
beating, Colours flying, and Pikes advanced. This 
Body conſiſted of three thouſand Foot, and a thou- 
ſand Horſe. His Majelty gave Orders, upon Pain 
of Death, that every Soldier in his March fhould 
obſerve the ſtricteſt Decency, with regard to my 
Perſon ; which, however, could not prevent ſome 
of the younger Officers from turning up their Eyes 
as they paſſed under me. And, to confeſs the 
Truth, my Breeches were at that Time in ſo ill a 
Condition, that they afforded ſome Opportunities 
for Laughter and Admiration. | 

T had ſent ſo many Memorials and Petitions for 
my Liberty, that his Majeſty at length mentioned 
the Matter firſt in the Cabinet, and then in a full 
Council; where it was oppoſed by none, except 
Skyre/b Bolgolam, who was pleaſed, without any 
Provocation, to be my mortal Enemy. But it 

was carried againſt him by the whole Board, and 
. confirmed by the Emperor. That Miniſter was 
N Galbet, or Admiral of the Realm, very much in 
1 his Maſter's Confidence, and a Perſon well verſed 
iF in Affairs, but of a moroſe and ſour Complexion. 
'F However he was at length perſuaded to comply ; 
5 „but prevailed that the Articles and Conditions up- 
| on which I ſhould be ſet free, and to which I muſt 

| | ſwear, 
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ſwear, ſhould be drawn up by himſelf. Theſe 
Articles were brought to me by Sçyrgſb Bolgolam 
in Perſon, attended by two Under-Secretaries, and 
ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction. After they were 
read, I was demanded to ſwear to the Perfor- 
mance of them; firſt in the Manner of my own 
Country, and afterwards in the Method preſcribed 

by their Laws, which was to hold my right Foot 
in my left Hand, and to place the middle Finger 
of my right Hand on the Crown of my Head, and 
my Thumb on the Tip of my right Ear. But 
becauſe the Reader may be curious to have ſome 
Idea of the Style and Manner of Expreſſion pe- 
culiar to that People, as well as to know the Ar- 
ticles upon which I recovered my Liberty, I have 
made a Tranſlation of the whole Inſtrument Word 
for Word, as near as I was able, which I here of- 
fer to the Public : : 

GoLBasTo Momaren EVLAx GurpiLo 
Sautrin MuLLyY ULLy Gun, Moſt Mighty Em- 
peror of L:{/;zput, Delight and Terror of the Uni- 
verſe, whoſe Dominions extend five Thouſand 
Bluftrugs (about twelve Miles in Circumference) 
to the Extremities of the Globe; Monarch of all 
Monarchs, taller than the Sons of Men; whoſe 
Feet preſs down to the Center, and whoſe 
Head ftrikes againſt the Sun: At whoſe Nod 
the Princes of the Earth ſhake their Knees ; plea- 
ſant as the Spring, comfortable as the Summer, 
fruitful as Autumn, dreadful as Winter. His moſt 
ſublime Majeſty propoſeth to the Maz-Mountain, 
lately arrived to our Celeſtial Dominions, the fol- 
lowing Articles which by a ſolemn Oath he ſhall 
be obliged to perform: 

1/, The Man-Ifountaw ſhall not depart from 
our Dominions without our Licence under our great 
Seal.. Ml 24, 
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24, He ſhall not preſume to come into our Me- 
tropolis, without our expreſs Order; at which 
Time the Inhabitants ſhall have two Hours Warn- 
ing to keep within their Doors. 

34, The faid' Mas- Mountain ſhall: confine his 
Walks to our principal High Roads, and not offer 
to walk or lie down in a Meadow or Field of Corn. 

' 4th, As he walks the faid Roads, he ſhall 
take the utmoſt Care not to trample: upon the Bo- 
dies of any of our loving Subjects, their Horſes, or 
Carriages, nor take any of our Subjects into his 
Hands, without their own Conſent, | 

5:5, If an Expreſs requires extraordinary 
Diſpatch, the Man-Mountain ſhall be obliged to 
carry in his Pocket the Meſſenger and Horſe a fix 
Days Journey once in every Moon, and return the 
ſaid Meſſenger back (if ſo required) ſafe to our Im- 
perial Preſence. | | . 

Gb, He ſhall be our Ally againſt our Enemies 
in the Ifland of Blefuſtu, and do his utmoſt to de- 
ſtroy their Fleet, which is now preparing to in- 
vade us. e 1 

7th, That the ſaid Man-Monntain ſhall; at his 
Times of Leiſure, be aiding and aſſiſting to our 
Workmen, in helping to raiſe certain great Stones, 
towards covering the Wall of the principal Park 


. 


and other our Royal Buildings. 


87h, That the ſaid Man- Mountain ſhall, in two 
Moons Time, deliver in an exact Survey of the 
Circumference of our Dominions by a Computa- 


tion of his own Paces round the Coaſt. 


Laſtly, That, upon his ſolemn Oath to obſerve 
all the above Articles, the ſaid Man-Mountain 
hall have a daily Allowance of Meat and Drink 
ſufficient for the Support of 1724 of our Subjects, 
with free Acceſs to our Royal Perſon, 8 

| arks 
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Marks of our Favour. Given at our Palace at 
Belfaborac, the twelfth Day of the ninety-firſt 


Moon of our Reign. 


I ſwore and ſubſcribed to theſe Articles with 
great Chearfulneſs and Content, although ſome of 
them were not fo honourabie as I could have wiſh- 
ed ; which proceeded wholly from the Malice of 
Shyre/h Bolgolam, the High Admiral; whereupon 
my Chains were immediately unlocked, and 1 was 
at full Liberty; the Emperor himſelf in Perſon 
did me the Honour to be by at the whole Ceremo- 
ny. I made my Acknowledgments by proftrating 
myſelf at his Majeſty's Feet: But he commanded 
me to riſe ; and after many gracious Expreſſions, 
which, to avoid the Cenſure of Vanity, I ſhall 
not repeat, he added, that he hoped I ſhould prove 
a uſeful Servant, and well deſerve all the Favours 
he had already conferred upon me, or might do 
for the future. 

The Reader may pleaſe to obſerve, that, in the 


laſt Article for the Recovery of my Liberty, the 


Emperor ſtipulates to allow me a Quantity of Meat 
and Drink ſufficient for the Support of 1724 Lil. 
liputiant. Some Time after, aſking a Friend at 
Court, how they came to fix on that determinate 
Number ; he told me, that his Majeſty's Mathe- 
maticians, having taken the Height of my Body 
by the Help of a Quadrant, and finding it to ex- 
ceed theirs in the Proportion of twelve to one, they 
concluded from the Similarity of their Bodies, that 
mine muſt contain, at leaſt, 1724 of theirs, and 
conſequently would require as much Food as was 
neceſſary to ſupport that Number of L://iputians. 
By which the Reader may conceive an Idea of the 
Ingenuity of that People, as well as the prudent 


and exact &conomy of ſo great a Prince. | 
85 D 2 CHAF. 
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1 CHAP. . 

7 |  Mildendo, the Metropolis of Lilliput, deſcribed, 
1 together with the Emperor's Palace, A Con- 
1 ver ſation between the Author and a principal 


4 Secretary concerning the Affairs of that Empire. 
|. | The Author's Offers to ſerve the Emperor in 
F bis Wars. | 


; H E firſt Requeſt I made, after I had ob- 
„ | tained my Liberty, was, that I might have 
' Licence to ſee Mildendo, the Metropolis; which 
L the Emperor eaſily granted me, but with a ſpecial 
| Charge to do no Hurt, either to the Inhabitants or 
K their Houſes. The People had Notice by Procla- 


1 mation of my Deſign to viſit the Town. The 
. | Wall, which encompaſſed it, is two Feet and a 
F half high, and at leaſt eleven. Inches broad, ſo 
4 that a Coach and Horſes may be driven very ſafe- 
| | ly round it; and it is flanked with ſtrong Towers 


| at ten Feet Diſtance. I ſtept over the great Weſ- 

{ tern Gate, and paſſed very gently, and ſideling. 

4 through the two principal Streets, only in my 
ſhort Waiſt-coat, for Fear of damaging the Roots 
and Eves of the Houſes with the Skirts of my Coat. 

I walked with the utmoſt Circumſpection, to a- 
void treading on any Stragglers, that might re- 
main in the Streets, although the Orders were 

' ric, that all People ſhould keep in their Houſes, 
at their own Peril, The Garret-windows and 
Tops of Houſes were ſo crouded with Spectators, 
that I thought in all my Travels I had not ſeen a 
more populous Place. The City is an exact Square, 
each Side of the Wall being five hundred Feet long. 
The two great Streets, which run croſs and divide 
it into four Quarters, are five Feet wide, The 

| | Lanes 
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Lanes and Alleys which I could not enter, but 
only viewed them as I paſſed, are from twelve to 
eighteen Inches. The Town is capable of hold- 
ing five hundred thouſand Souls, The Houſes 
are from three to five Stories, The Shops and 
Markets well provided. | Es 
The Emperor's Palace is in the Center of the 
City, where the two great Streets met. It is in- 
cloſed by a Wall of two Feet high, and twenty 


Feet Diſtance from the Buildings. I had his Ma- 


jeſty's Permiſſion to ſtep over this Wall; and, the 


Space being ſo wide between that and the Palace, 
I could eaſily view it on every Side. The out- 


ward Court is a Square of forty Feet, and includes 


two other Courts: In the inmoſt are the Royal 


Apartments, which I was very deſirous to ſee, 
but found it extremely difficult ; for the great 
Gates, from one Square into another, were but 
eighteen Inches high, and ſeven Inches wide. 
Now the Buildings of the outer Court were at leaſt 
five Feet high, and it was impoſſible for me to 


ſtride over them, without infinite Damage to the 


Pile, though the Walls were ſtrongly built of 
hewn Stone, and four Inches thick. At the ſame 


Time the Emperor had a great Deſire that I ſhould 


ſee the Magnificence of his Palace; but this I was 
not able to do till three Days after, which I ſpent 
in cutting down with my Knife ſome of the largeſt 
Trees in the Royal Park, about an hundred Yards 
Diſtance from the City. Of theſe Trees I made 
two Stools, each about three Feet high, and ſtrong 
enough to bear my Weight. The People having 
received Notice a ſecond Time, I weat again 
through the City to the Palace, with my two 


Stools in my Hands. When I came to the Side of 
the outer Court, I ſtood upon one Stool, and took 
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the other in my Hand ; this I lifted over the Roof, 
and gently ſet it down on the Space between the 
firſt and ſecond Court, which was eight Feet wide. 
J then ftept over the Building very conveniently. 
from one Stool to the other, and drew up the firſt 
after me with a hooked Stick. By this Contri- 
yance I got into the inmoſt Court; and, ly ing 
down upon my Side, I applied my Face to the 


Windows of the middle Stories, which were left 


open on Purpoſe, and diſcovered the moſt ſplendid 
Apartments that can be imagined. There I faw 


the Emprefs and the young Princes in their ſeveral 


Lodgings, with their chief Attendants about them. 
Her Imperial Majeſty was pleaſed to ſmile very 


* 


graciouſly upon me, and gave me out of the Win- 


dow her Hand to kiſfſs. "< 

But I ſhall not anticipate the Reader with far- 
ther Deſcriptions of this Kind, becauſe I referye 
them for a greater Work, which is now almoſt 


ready for the Prefs, containing a general Deſcrip- 


tion of this Empire, from its firft Erection, thro* 
a long Series of Princes, with a particular Account 
of their Wars and Politics, Laws; Learning, and 
Religion : Their Plants and Animals, their pecu- 
liar Manners and Cuſtoms, with other Matters ve- 
ry curious and uſeful; my chief Deſign at preſent 
being only to relate ſuch Events and Tranſactions, 
as happened to the Public or to. myſelf, during a 


Reſidence of about nine Months in that Em- 


pire. 


One Morning, about a Fortnight after 1 had 


obtained my Liberty, Reldreſal, principal Secre- 


tary (as they ſtile him)of private Affairs, came to 
my Houſe, attended only by one Servant. He 
ordered his Coach to wait at a Diſtance, and de- 
ared, I would give him an Hour's Audience; 

which 
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which I readily conſented to, on Account of his 


Quality and perſonal Merits, as well as the many 
good Offices he had done me during my Sollicita- 
tions at Court. I offered to lie down, that he 
might the more conveniently reach my Ear; but 
be choſe rather to let me hold him in my Hand 


during our Converfation. He began with Com- 


pliments on my Liberty, ſaid, he might pretend 


to ſome Merit in it: But, however, added, that, if 


it had not been for the prefent Situation of Thi 

at Court, perhaps I might not have obtained it 
ſo ſoon. For, ſaid he, as flouriſhing a Condition 
as we may appear to be in to Foreigners, we labour 
under two mighty Evils ; a violent Faction at 
Home, and the Danger of an Invaſion by a moſt 
potent Enemy from Abroad. As to the firſt, you 
are to underſtand, that, for above ſeventy Moons 


paſt, there have been two ſtruggling Parties in this 


Empire, under the Names of Tranecitſun, and Sa- 


 meck/an, from the high and low Heels of their 


Shoes, by which they diſtinguiſh'themſelves. It 


is alledged indeed, that the high Heels are moft 
agreeable to our antient Conſtitution ; but, how- 


ever this be, his Majeſty hath determined to make 
Uſe of only low Heels in the Adminiſtration of 
the Government, and all Offices in the Gift of the 
Crown, as you cannot but obſerve ; and particu- 
larly, that his Majeſty's Imperial Heels are lower 
at leaſt by a Drury than any of his Court ¶ Drur+ 


is a Meaſure about the fourteenth Part of an 


Inch). The Animoſities between theſe two Parties 
run ſo high, that they will neither eat nor drink, 
nor talk with each other. We compute the Tra- 


 meckſan, or High heels, to exceed us in Number: 


but the Power is wholly on our Side. We appre- 


bend his Imperial Highneſs, the Heir te the 


D 4 ' __ Crown, 
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Crown, to have ſome Tendency towards the High- 
heels ; at leaſt, we can plainly diſcover that one of 
his Heels is higher than the other, which gives 
him a Hobble in his Gate. Now, in the Midſt 
of theſe inteſtine Diſquiets, we are threatened 
with an Invaſion from the Iſland of Blefuſcu, 
which is the other great Empire of the Univerſe, 
almoſt as large and powerful as this of his Majeſty. 
For as to what we heard you afhrm, that there are 
other Kingdoms and States in the World, inha- 
bited by human Creatures as large as yourſelf, our 
Philoſophers are in much Doubt, and would ra- 
ther conjeRure that you dropped from the Moon, 
or one of the Stars; becauſe, it is certain, that an 
hundred Mortals of your Bulk would, in a fhort - 
Time, deftroy all the Fruits and Cattle of his Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions. Beſides, our Hiſtories of fix 
thouſand Moons make no Mention of any other 
Regions, than the two great Empires of Lilliput 

— Blefuſcu. Which two mighty Powers have, 

as I was going to tell you, been engaged in a moſt 
obſtinate War for ſix and thirty Moons paſt. It 
began upon the following Occaſion : It is allowed 
on all Hands, that the primitive Way of breaking - 
E885, before we eat them, was upon the larger 
End; but his preſent Majeſty's Grandfather, while 

| he was a Boy, going to eat an Egg, and breaking 
it according to the antient Practice, happened to 
cut one of his Fingers. Whereupon the Emperor, 
his Father, publiſhed an Edict, commanding all 
his Subjects, upon great Penalties, to break the 

ſmaller End of their Eggs. The People ſo highly 
reſented this Law, that our Hiſtories tell us, there 
have been ſix Rebellions raiſed on that Account; 
wherein one Emperor loſt his Life, and another his 
Crown. Theſe Civil Commotions were conſtantly 

| | fomented 
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fomented by the Monarchs of Blefuſcu; and when 
they were quelled, the Exiles always fled for Re- 
fuge to that Empire. It is computed that eleven 
thouſand Perſons have, at ſeveral Times, ſuffered 
Death, rather than ſubmit to break their Eggs at 
the ſmaller End. Many hundred large Volumes 
have been publiſhed upon this Controverſy ; but 


the Books of the Big-Exdians have been long for- 


bidden, and the whole Party rendered incapable by 
Law of holding Employments. During the Courſe 
of theſe Troubles, the Emperors of Blefuſcu did 
frequently expoſtulate by their Ambaſſadors, ac- 
cuſing us of making a Schiſm in Religion, by of- 
fending againſt a fundamental Doctrine of our great 
Prophet Luftrog, in the fifty-fourth Chapter of the 
Blundecral (which is their Alcoran). This, how- 
ever, is thought to be a mere Strain upon the Text; 
for the Words are theſe: That all true Believers 
break their Eggs at the convenient End. And 
which is the convenient End, ſeems, in my hum- 
ble Opinion, to be left to every Man's Conſcience, 
or at leaſt in the Power of the chief Magiſtrate to 
determine. Now, the Big-Endian Exiles have 
found ſo much Credit in the Emperor of Blefuſcu's 
Court, and ſo much private Aſſiſtance and En- 


couragement from their Party here at Home, that 


a bloody War hath been carried on between the 
two Empires, for thirty-ſix Moons, with various 


Succeſs ; during which Time we have loſt forty 


Capital Ships, and a much greater Number of 
fmaller Veſſels, together with thirty thouſand of 
our beſt Seamen and Soldiers ; and the Damage, re- 


3 


ceived by the Enemy, is reckoned to be ſomewhat 


greater than ours. However, they have now 
equipped a numerous Fleet, and are juſt prepar- 
ing to make a Deſcent upon us ; and his Imperial 

= Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, placing great Confidence in your Valour 


and Strength, hath commanded me to lay this Ac- 
count of his Affairs before you. | 5 

I defired the Secretary to preſent my humble 
Duty to the Emperor, and to let him know, that 


J thought it would not become me, who was a 


Foreigner, to interfere with Parties ; but I was 
ready, with the Hazard of my Life, to defend his 
Perſon and State againſt all Invaders. 


CHAP. V. 
The Author, by an extraordinary Stratagem, pre- 


— 2 


— 


dents an Invaſion. A high Title of Honour is 


conferred upon him. Ambaſſadors arrive from 
the Emperor of Blefuſcu, and fue for Peace. 


The Empreſs's Apartment on Fire by an Acci- - 


dent ; the Author inſtrumental in ſaving the 
reſt of the Palace. | 


H E Empire of Bliſuſtu is an Iſland, ſituat- 
ed to the North-Eaſt Side of Lilliput, from 


whence it is parted only by a Channel of eight 


hundred Yards wide. I had not yet ſeen it, and, 
upon this Notice of an intended Invaſion, I avoid- 
2 on that Side of the Coaſt, for Fear 
of being diſcovered by ſome of the Enemy's Ships, 
who had received no Intelligence of me, all Inter- 
courſe between the two Empires having been ſtrict- 


ly forbidden during the War, upon Pain of Death, 
and an Embargo laid by our Emperor upon all 


Veſſels whatſoever. I communicated to his Ma- 
jeſty a Project I had formed of ſeizing the Enemy's 
whole Fleet: Which, as our Scouts aſſured us, 
lay at Anchor in the Harbour ready to fail * 
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the firſt fair Wind. I conſulted the moſt experi- 
enced Sea- men, upon the Depth of the Channel, 
which they had often plummed, who told me, that 
in the Middle, at Highwater, it was ſeventy Cu 
2luffs deep, which is about fix Feet of European 


| Meaſure; and the reſt of it fifty Glumeluffs at molt. 


I walked towards the North-Eaſt Coaſt, over- 
againſt Blefaſcu; where, lying down behind a Hil- 
lock, I took out my ſmall Perſpective- glaſs, and 
viewed the Enemy's Fleet at Anchor, conſiſting of 
about fifty Men of War, and a great Number of 
Tranſports: I then came back to my Houſe, and 


gave Order (for which I had a Warrant) for a 


reat Quantity of the ſtrongeſt Cable and Bars of 
13 he Cable was about as thick as Pack- 
thread, and the Bars of the Length and Size of a 
Knitting-needle. I trebled the Cable to make it 
ſtronger, and, for the ſame Rea ſon, I twiſted three 
of the iron Bars together, binding the Extremities 
into a Hook. Having thus fixed fifty Hooks to as 
many Cables, I went back to the North-Eaſt Coaſt, 
and putting off my Coat, Shoes, and Stockings, 
walked 1nto the Sea, in my leathern Jerkin, about 
an Hour before High-water. I waded with what 
Hake J could, and ſwam in the Middle about thir- 
ty Yards, till I felt Ground ; I arrived to the Fleet 
in leſs than half an Hour. The Enemy was fo 
frighted when they ſaw me, that they leaped out 


of their Ships, and ſwam to Shore, where there 
could not be fewer than thirty thouſand Souls. I 
then took my Tackling, and, faſtening a Hook to 


the Hole at the Prow of each, I tied all the Cords 
together at the End. While I was thus employed. 
the Enemy diſcharged ſeveral thouſand Arrows, 
many of which ſtuck: in my Hands and Face; and, 
behdes the exceſſive Smart, gave me much _— 

ance 
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bance in my Work. My greateſt Apprehenſion 


was for mine Eyes, which I ſhould have infallibly 
loſt, if I had not ſuddenly thought of an Expe- 
dient. I kept among other little Neceſſaries a pair 
of Spectacles in a private Pocket, which, as I ob- 
ſerved before, had eſcaped the Emperor's Searchers. 
Theſe I took out and faſtened as ſtrongly as I 
could upon my Noſe, and, thus armed, went on 
boldly with my Work in Spighe of the Enemy's 
Arrows, many of which ſtruck againſt the Glaſſes 
of my Spectacles, but without any other Effect, 
farther than a little to diſcompoſe them. I had 
now faſtened all the Hooks, and, taking the Knot 

in my Hand, began to pull, but not a Ship would 
ſtir, for they were all too faſt held by their An- 
chors, ſo that the boldeſt Part of my Enterprize re- 
mained. I therefore let go the Cord, and leaving 
the Hooks fixed to the Ships, I reſolutely cut with 
my Knife the Cables that faſtened the Anchors, re- 
ceiving above two hundred Shots in my Face and 
Hands ; then I took up the knotted End of the 


Cables to which my Hooks were tied, and with 
great Eaſe drew fifty of the Enemy's largeſt Men 


of War after me. 
The Blefuſcudians, who had not the leaſt I- 
magination of what I intended, were at-firſt con- 
founded with Aſtoniſhment. They had ſeen me 
cut the Cables, and thought my Deſign was on- 
ly to let the Ships run a-drift, or fall foul on each 
other : But when they perceived the whole Fleet 
moving in Order, and ſaw me pulling at the End, 
they ſet up ſuch a Scream of Grief and Deſpair, 
that it is almoſt impoſſible to deſcribe or conceive. 
When I had got out of Danger, I ſtopt a while 
to pick out the Arrows that ſtuck in my Hands 
— Face; and rubbed on ſome of the ſame Oint- 
ment 
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ment that was given me at my firſt Arrival, as I 
have formerly mentioned. I then took off my 
Spectacles, and, waiting about an Hour till the 
Tide was a little fallen, I waded through the mid- 
dle with my Cargo, and arrived ſafe at the Royal 

Port of Liliput. = | | 
The Emperor and his whole Court ſtood on the 
Shore expecting the Iſſue of this great Adventure. 
They ſaw the Ships move forward in a large Halt- 
Moon, but could not diſcern me, who was up to my 
Breaſt in Water. When I advanced to the middle of 
the Channel, they were yet in more Pain, becauſe 
I was under Water to my Neck. The Emperor con- 
| cluded me to be drowned, and that the Enemy's 
Fleet was approaching in a hoſtile Manner : But 
he was ſoon eaſed of his Fears, for the Channel 
growing ſhallower every Step I made, I came in 
a ſhort Time within hearing, and, holding up the 
End of the Cable by which the Fleet was faſtened, 
I cried in a loud Voice, Long live the moſt pui ſ- 
fant Emperor of Lilliput ! This great Prince re- 
ceived me at my Landing with all poſſible Enco- 
miums, and created me a Nardac upon the Spot, 
which 1s the higheſt Title of Honour among them. 
His Majeſty defired I would take ſome other 
Opportunity of bringing all the reſt of his Ene- 
my's Ships into his Ports. And ſo unmeaſurable 
is the Ambition of Princes, that he ſeemed to think 
of nothing leſs than reducing the whole Empire of 
Blefuſcu into a Province, and governing it by a 
Vice-Roy ; of deſtroying the Big-Endian Exiles, 
and compelling that People to break the ſmaller 
End of their Eggs, by which he would remain the 
ſole Monarch of the whole World. But I en- 
deavour'd to divert him from his Deſign, by ma- 
ny Arguments drawn from the Topics of Policy 
| as 
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as well as Juſtice: And I plainly proteſted, that I 
would never be an Inſtrument of bringing a free 
and brave People into Slavery. And, when the 
Matter was debated in Council, the wiſeſt Part of 
the Miniſtry were of my Opinion. 

This open bold Declaration of mine was ſo 

te to the Schemes and Politics of his Im- 

perial Majeſty, that he could never forgive me ; 
he mentioned it in a very artfal Manner at 
Council, where I was told that ſome of the 
wiſeſt appeared, at leaft, by their Silence, to be 
of my Opinion ; but others, who were my fecret 
Enemies, could not forbear ſome Expreſſions, which 
by a Side-wind reflected on me. And from this 
Time began an Intrigue between his Majeſty, and 
a Junto of Miniſters maliciouſly bent againſt me, 
which broke out in leſs than two Months, and 
Rad like to have ended in my utter DeſtruQion. 
Of fo little Weight are the greateſt Services to 
Princes, when put into the Ballance with a Rez 
fuſal to gratify their Paſſions. 
About three Weeks after this Exploit, there 
arrived a ſolemn Ambaſſy from Blefuſcu, with 
hemble Offers of a Peace ; which was ſoon con- 
cluded upon Conditions very adyantageous to our 
Emperor, wherewith I ſhall not trouble the Rea- 
der. There were ſix Ambaſſadors, with a Train 
of about five hundred Perſons, and their Entry 
was very magnificent, ſuitable to the Grandeur of 
their Maſter, and the Importance of their Buſi- 
neſs. When their Treaty was finiſhed, wherein 
J did them ſeveral good Offices by the Credit I 
now had, or at leaſt appeared to have at Court, 
their Excellencies, who were privately told how 
much 1 had been their Friend, made me a Viſit 
in Form, They began with many Compliments 
upon 
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apon my Valour and Generofity, invited me to 
that Kingdom in the Emperor their Maſter's Name, 
and deſired me to ſhew them ſome Proofs of my 
prodigious Strength, of which they had heard ſo ma- 
ny Wonders ; wherein I readily obliged them, but 
fhall not trouble the Reader with the Particulars. 
When I had for ſome Time entertained their 
Excellencies to their infinite Satisfaction and Sur- 


prize, I deſired they would do me the Honour to 


ent my moſt humble Reſpects to the Emperor 
their Maſter, the Renown of whaſe Virtues had 
fo juſtly filled the whole World with Admiration, 
and whoſe Royal Perſon I reſolved to attend be- 
fore I returned to my own Country: According- 
ly, the next Time I had the Honour to ſee our 
Emperor, I defired his general Licence to wait on 
the Blefuſcudian Monarch, which he was pleas'd 
to grant me, as I could plainly perceive, in a ve- 
ry cold Manner; but could not gueſs the Reaſon, 
till I had a Whiſper from a certain Perſon, that 
Fitmnap and Bolgolam had repreſented my Inter- 
courſe with thoſe Ambaſſadors as a Mark of Diſ- 
affection, from which I am ſure my Heart was 
wholly free. And this was the firſt Time I be- 
gan to conceive ſome imperfe& Idea of Courts and 


| Miniſters. 


It is to be obſerved, that theſe Ambaſſadors 
ſpoke to me by an Interpreter, the Languages of 


both Empires differing as much from each other as 


any two in Europe, and each Nation priding itſelf 
upon the Antiquity, Beauty, and Energy of their. 
own "Tongues, with an avowed Contempt for that 


of their Neighbour; yet our Emperor, ſtanding up- 


on the Advantage he had got by the Seiſure of 
their Fleet, obliged them to deliver their Creden- 
tials, and make their Speech in the Lilliputian 
| | | Tongue, 
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Tongue. And it muſt be confeſſed, that from the 
great Intercourſe of Trade and Commerce between 
h Realms, from the continual Reception of 
Exiles, which is mutual among them, and from 
the Cuſtom in each Empire to ſend their young 
Nobility and richer Gentry to the other, in order 
to poliſh themſelves by ſeeing the World, and un- 
derftanding Men and Manners ; there are few 
Perſons of Diſtinction, or Merchants, or Seamen, 
who dwell in the maritime Parts, but what can 
hold Converſation in both Tongues ; as I found 
ſome Weeks after, when I went to pay my Re- 
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1 ſpects to the Emperor of Blefuſeu, which, in the 
1 midſt of great Misfortunes through the Malice of 


-ny Enemies, proved a very happy Adventure to 
me, as | ſhall relate in its proper Place. # 
The Reader may remember, that, when I fi 
ed thoſe Articles upon which I recovered my Li- 
berty, there were ſome which I diſliked upon Ac- 
count of their being too ſervile, neither could any 
Thing but an extreme Neceffity have forced me 
to ſubmit. But, being now a Naraac of the high - 
eſt Rank in that Empire, ſuch Offices were look - 
ed upon as below my Dignity, and the Emperor 
(to do him Juſtice) never once mentioned them to 
me. However, it was not long before 1 had an 
Opportunity of doing his Majeſty, at leaſt, as I 
then thought, a moit ſignal Service. I was a- 
larmed at Midnight with the Cries of many hun- 
dred People at my Door ; by which being ſudden- 
ly awaked, I was in ſome kind of Terror. I heard 
the Word Burg/um repeated inceſſantly : Several 
of the Emperor's Court, making their Way through 
the Croud, intreated me to come immediately to 
the Palace, where her Imperial Majeſty's Apart- 
ment was on Fire, by the Careleſneſs of a Maid of 


Honour 
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Honour who fell aſleep while ſhe was reading a 
Romance. I got up in an Inſtant; and Orders 
being given to clear the Way before me, and it 
being likewiſe a Moon-ſhine Night, I made a 
ſhift to get to the Palace, without Trampling on 
any of the People. I found they had already ap- 
plied Ladders to the Walls of the Apartment, 
and were well provided with Buckets, but the Wa- 
ter was at ſome Diſtance. Theſe Buckets were a- 
bout the Size of a large Thimble, and the poor 
People ſupplied me with them as faſt as they 
could; but the Flame was ſo violent that they did 
little Good. I might eaſily have ſtifled it with my 
Coat, which I unfortunately left behind me for 
Haſte, and came away only in my leathern Jerkin. 
The Caſe ſeemed wholly deſperate and deplorable, 
and this magnificent Palace would have infallibly 
been burnt — to the Ground, if, by a Preſence 
of Mind, unuſual to me, I had not ſuddenly thought 
of an Expedient. I had the Evening before 
drank plentifully of a moſt delicious Wine called 
Glimigrim (the Blefuſcudians call it Flunee, but 
ours is eſteemed the better Sort) which is very di- 
uretic, By the luckieft Chance in the World I 
had not Iſharged myſelf of any Part of it. The 
Heat I had contracted by coming very near the 
Flames, and by my labouring to quench them, 
made the Wine begin to operate by Urine ; which 
I voided in ſuch a Quantity, and applied ſo well 
= to the proper Places, that in three Minutes the 
Fire was wholly extinguiſhed, and the reſt of that 
noble Pile, which had coſt ſo many Ages in e- 
recting, preſerved from Deſtruction. ; 
| It was, now Day-light, and I returned to my 
Houſe, without waiting to congratulate with the 
Emperor; becauſe, although 1 had done a very 
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eminent Piece of Service, yet I could not tell how 
his Majeſty might reſent the Manner by which I 
had performed it : For, by the fandamental Laws 
of the Realm, it is Capital in any Perſon, of what 
Quality ſoever, to make Water within the Pre- 
cincts of the Palace. But I was a little comfort- 
ed by a Meſſage from his Majeſty, that he would 
ive Orders to the grand Juſticiary for paſſing my 
on in Form ; which, however, I could not ob- 


tain. And I was privately aſſured, that the Em- 


preſs, conceiving the greateſt Abhorrence of what 
F had done, removed to the moſt diſtant Side of 
the Court, firmly reſolved that thoſe Buildings 
ſhould never be repaired for her Uſe ; and, _in the 
Preſence of her chief Confidents, could not forbear 
vowing Revenge. | | 


St * 


CHAP. YE 
Of the Inhabitants of Lilliput ; their Learning, 


Laws, and Cuſtoms, the Manner of educat- 


ing their Children. The Author's Way of Liv- 
ing in that Country, His Vindication of a 
great Lach. CE 


LTH O' I intend to leave the Deſcription 
of this Empire to a particular Treatiſe, yet, 
in the mean Time, I am content to gratify the cu- 
rious Reader with ſome general Ideas. As the 
common Size of the Natives is ſomewhat under fix 
Inches high, fo there is an exact Proportion in all 
other Animals, as well as Plants and Trees : For 
Inſtance, the talleſt Horſes and Oxen are between 
four and five Inches in Height, the Sheep an Inch 
and half, more or lefs ; their Geeſe about the Big: 
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nes of a Spatrow, and ſo the ſeveral Gradatious 

downwards, till you come to the ſmalleſt, which 

to my Sight were almoſt invifible; but Nature 
| hath adapted che" Byte of the lhre al Ob. 
jects propet for their View : They ſee. with great 
Exaftheſs, bur at no gear Diſtance, ' And, th ſhew 
the Sharpnefs of their Sight towards Objects that 
are near, I have been mach pfeaſett with abſerving 
a Cook pulling a Lark, whi d 46 ſo large as a 
common Fly; and 1101 Girl threading an in- 
viſible Needle with inviſible Silk. Their talleſt 
Trees are about ſeven Feet high :-'F mean ſome 
of thoſe in the great Royal Fark, the Top: 
whereof I could but juſt reach with my Fiſt clinch- 
ed. The other Ky moe are in the ſame Pro- 
portion; but this T ve to the Reader's Imagina- 
tion. | ' wy 6 bay . , 2 4 A. 

T ſhall ſay but little at preſent of their Learning, 
which for many Ages hath flouriſhed in all its 
Branches among them: But "their Manner of 
Writing is very pecoliar, being neither from the 
Left to the Right, like the Europeans ; nor from 
the Right to the Left, like the Arabians ; nor 
from up to down, like the Chineſe ; but aſlant 
from one Corner of the Paper to the other, like 

. Ladies in England. © 8513 | 
They bury their Dead with their Heads directly 
downwards, becauſe they hold an Opinion, that in 
eleven thouſand Moons they are all to rife again, in 
= which Period the Earth (which they conceive to be 
flat) will turn upſide down, and by this Means they 
ſnall, at their RefurreAion, be found ready ſtand- 
ng on their Feet. The Learned among them con - 
feſs the Abſurdity of this Doctrine, but the Prac- 
| tice ſtill continues, in Compliance to the Vulgar. 
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There are ſome Laws and Cuſtoms in this Em- 
very peculiar and, if they were not ſo directly 
| Sab, ;thoſe of my own dear Country, I ſhould 
do fay a little in their Juſtification. 
to be wiſhed they were as well execut- 


he tem 
It is on 


os 


ed. The firſt I Than mention, relates to Informers. 


All Crimes againſt the State ate puniſhed here with 
Ward Rn 1 Seyerity 3 we, 25 the Perſon accuſed 
make ocence plainly. to a r ö n his 
Trial, bby 2 his lee, is immediately bs an ign- 
minious Death ; and, out of his Goods or 

the innocent Perſon is quadruply recompenſed . 
the Laſs of his Time, for the Danger 

went; for the. 2 1275 of his Impriſonment, and 
for all the Charges be bath been * in making his 
Defence. Or St if that Fund be deficient, it is 
largely ſupplied by the Crown. The Emperor 
dces ———— him ſome public Mark of his 
Favour, and Proclamation is made of his Innocence 
through the whole City. 

They Iock upon Fraud. a3 a g ater Crime than 
Theft, * . ide. fail to puniſh it with 
Death ;. for they al 3 154 Vigilance, 
with a very 8 nderſan g, may preſerve 
a Man's Goods from bat Toney has no 
Fence againſt ſuperior ro Ba and fince it is 
neceſſary that there ſhould be a perpetual ger 
courſe of Buying ind Selling, and Dealing u 
Credit, where Frand is permitted and conniv . 


or hath no Law to puniſh it, the honeſt Dealer is 


always undone, and the Knave gets the Advan- 
tage. I remember when I was once interceding 
with the King for a Criminal, who had wronged 

of a great Sum of Money, which he 
had received by — and ran away with; and 
happening to tell his Majeſty, by Way of Extenua- 


tion, 


e under- 


Woe 


7: We 
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tion, chat it was only a Breach of Truſt; the Em- 
peror thought jt monſtrous in me to offer, as a De- 
fence, the greateſt Appravation of the Crime: 
And truly I had little to ſay in Return, farther 
than the common Anſwer, that different Nations 
had different Cuſtoms ; for, I confefs, I was hear- 
tily aſhamed,  -- | be- 
Although we uſually call Reward and Puniſh- 
ment the two Hinges upon which all Government 


turns, yet I could never obſerve this Maxim to be 


put in Practice by any Nation except that of Lilliput. 
Whoever can there bring ſufficient Proof that he 
hath ſtrictly obſerved ** of his Country, for 
ſeventy- three Moons, hath a Claim to certain Privi- 
leges, according to his Quality and Condition of 
Life, with a proportionable Sum of Money out of 


2 Fund appropriated for that Uſe: He likewiſe ac- 


quires the Title of Sni/pa{/, or Legal, which is 
added to his Name, but does not deſcend to Poſte- 
rity. And theſe People thought it a prodigious 
Defect of Policy among us, when I told them that 
our Laws were enforced only by Penalties, without 
any Mention of Reward. It is upon this Ac- 
count that the Image of Juſtice, in their Courts of 
Judicature, is formed with fix Eyes, two before, 
as many behind, and on each Side one, to ſignify 
Circumſpection; with a Bag of Gold open in her 
right Hand, and a Sword ſheathed in her Left, to 
ſhew ſhe is more diſpoſed to reward than to puniſh. 

In chuſing Perſons for all Employments, they 
have more Regard to good Morals than to great 
Abilities ; for, ſince Government is neceſſary to 
Mankind, they believe that the common Size of 
human Underſtandings is fitted to ſome Station or 


Other, and that Providence never intended to make 


the Management of 4 Affairs a Myſtery, 8 
| 3 4 
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de camprehended only by a few Perſons of ſublime 
Genius, of which there ſeldom are three born in an 


Age: But they ſuppoſe Truth, Juſtice, Temper- 


ance, and the like, to be in every Man's Power, 
the Practice of which Virtues, aſſiſted by Experi- 
ence and a good Intention, would qualify any Man 
for the Service of his Country, except where a 
Courſe-of Study is required. But they thought 


the Want of, moral Virtues was ſo far from being 


ſupplied by: ſuperior Endowments of the Mind, 
that Emp N could never be put into ſuch 
dangerous. Hands as thoſe of Perſons ſo qualified 3 
and at leaſt, that the Miſtakes, committed by Ig- 
norance in. a virtuous Diſpoſition, would never | 


of ſuch fatal. Conſequence to the public Weal, as 


the Practices of a Man whoſe Inclinations led him 


to be corrupt, and had great Abilities to manage, 


to multiply, and defend his Corruptions. 

In like Manner, the Diſbelief of a Divine Pro- 
vidence renders a Man uncapable of holding any 
2 Station; ſor, ſince Kings avow themſelves to 


the Deputies of Providence, the L:i/liputians 


think nothing can be more abſurd than for a 


Prince to employ ſuch Men as diſown the Authori- 
ty under which they act. 


In relating theſe and the 8 Laws, I 
would only be underſtood to mean the original In- 


ſtitutions, and not the moſt ſcandalous Corruptions 
into which theſe People are fallen by the degene- 
rate Nature of Man. For as to that infamous 
Practice of acquiring great Employments by danc- 
ing on the Ropes, or Badges of Favour and Diſtinc- 
tion by leaping over Sticks, and creeping under 


them, the Reader is to obſerve, that they were firſt 


introduced by the Grandfather of the Emperor 


now 
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now rei ing, and grew to the preſent Height, by 
the ual Increaſe of Party and Faction. 
Ingratitude is among them a capital Crime, as 


we read it to have been in ſome other Countries; 


for they reaſon thus, that whoever makes ill Re- 
turns to his Benefactor, mult needs be a common 
Enemy to the reſt of Mankind, from whom he 
hath received no Obligation, and therefore ſuch a 
Man is nat fit to live. | 
Their Notions relating to the Duties of Parents 
and Children differ extremely from ours. For, 
ſince the Conjunction of Male and Female is found - 
ed upon the great Law of Nature, in order to pro- 


pagate and continue the Species, the Lilliputians 
will needs have it, that Men and Women are 
. Joined together like other Animals, by the Motives 


of Concupiſcence ; and that their Tenderneſs to- 
wards their Young proceeds from the like natural 
Principle: For which Reaſon they will never al- 


low, that a Child is under any Obligation to his Fa- 


ther for begetting him, or to his Mother for bring- 
ing him into the World, which, conſidering the 
Miſeries of human Life, was neither a Benefit in 
itſelf, or intended ſo by his Parents, whoſe 
Thoughts in their Love-Encounters were other- 
wiſe employed. Upon theſe, and the like Rea- 
ſonings, their Opinion is, that Parents are the laſt 
of all others to be truſted with the Education of 
their own Children : And therefore they have in 
every Town public Nurſeries, where all Parents, 
except Cottagers and Labourers, are obliged to 
ſend their Infants of both Sexes to be reared and 
educated when they come to the Age of twenty 
Moons, at which Time they are ſuppoſed to have 
ſome Rudiments of Docility. Theſe Schools are 
of ſeveral Kinds, ſuited to different Qualities, 

E 4 and 


56 Ae 
and to both Sexes. They have certain Profeſſors 
well ſkilled in preparing Children for ſuch a Con- 
dition of Life as befits the Rank of their Parents, 
and their own Capacities as well as Inclinations. I 
ſhall firſt ſay ſomething of the male Nurſeries, and 
then of the Female. . n 

The Nurſeries for Males of noble or eminent 
Birth, are provided with grave and learned Profef- 
ſors, and their ſeveral Deputies. The Clothes 
and Food of the Children are plain and ſimple. 
They are bred up in the Principles of Honour, 
Juſtice, Courage, Modeſty, Clemency, Religion, 
and Love of their Country; they are always em- 
ployed in ſome Buſineſs, except in the Times of 
eating and ſleeping, which are very ſhort; and 
two Hours for Diverſions, conſiſting of bodily 
Exerciſes. They are dreſſed by Men till four 
Years of Age, and then are obliged to dreſs them- 
ſelves, although their Quality be ever: ſo great ; 
and the Women Attendants, who are aged þro- 
portionably to ours at fifty, perform only the moſt 
menial Offices. They are never ſuffered to converſe 
with Servants, but go together in ſmaller and 
greater Numbers to take their Diverſions, and al- 
ways in the Preſence of a Profeſſor, or one of his 
Deputies ; whereby they avoid thoſe early-bad 
Impreſſions of Folly and Vice, to which our 
Children are ſubject. Their Parents are ſuffered to 
ſee them only twice a Year; the Viſit is to laſt but 
an Hour. They are allowed to kiſs the Child at 
Meeting and Parting ; but a Profeſſor, who always 
ſtands by on thoſe Occaſions, will not ſuffer them 
to whiſper, or uſe any fondling Expreſſions, or 
1 any Preſents of Toys, Sweet-meats, and the 
like. | | We: 

The 
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The penſion from each Family for the Educa- 


tion and Entertainment of a Child, upon Failure 
of due Payment, is levied by the Emperor's Officers. 

The Nurſeries for Children of ordinary Gentle- 
men, Merchants, Traders, and Handicrafts, are 
managed proportionably after the ſame Manner; 
only thoſe, deſigned for Trades, are put out Ap- 
prentices at eleven Vears old, whereas thoſe of Per- 
ſons of Quality continue in their Exerciſes till fif- 


teen, which anſwers to twenty-one with us: But 


the Confinement is gradually leſſened for the laſt 
three Years: © 3 

In the female Nurſeries, the young Girls of 
Quality are educated much like the Males, only 
they are dreſſed by orderly Servants of their own 
Sex; but always in the Preſence of a Profeſſor or 


Deputy, till they come to dreſs themſelves, which 


is at five Vears old. And if it be found that theſe 
Nurſes ever preſume to entertain the Girls with 
frightful or fooliſh Stories, or the common Follies 
practiſed by Chamber-maids among us, they are 
publicly whipped thrice about the City, impriſoned 
for a Year, and baniſhed for Life to the moſt deſolate 
Part of the Country. Thus the young Ladies there 


are as much aſhamed of being Cowards and Fools, 


as the Men, and deſpiſe all perſonal Ornaments 


beyond Decency and Cleanlineſs : Neither did I 


perceive any Difference in their Education, made 
by their Difference of Sex, only that the Exerciſes 
of the Females were not altogether ſo robuſt ; and 
that ſome Rules were given them relating to domeſ- 
tic Life, and a ſmaller Compaſs of Learning was 


enjoined them : For their Maxim is, that, among 


People of Quality, a Wife ſhould be always a rea- 


ſonable and agreeable Companion, becauſe ſhe 


cannot always be young. When the Girls are 
| twelve 


=_ AVovaGcet 


twelve Years old, which among them is the ma. 
riageable Age, their Parents or Guardians take 3 
them Home, with great Expreſſions of Gratitude 
to the Profeſſors, and ſeldom without Tears of the I 
young Lady and her Companions, 52 5 7 
In the Nurſeries of Females of the meaner Sort, 
the Children are inſtructed in all Kinds of Works 
roper for their Sex, and their ſeveral Degrees: 
hoſe, intended for Apprentices, are diſmiſſed at 
ſeven Vears old, ehe reſt are kept to eleven. | 
The meaner Families, who have Children at 
theſe Nurſeries, are obliged, beſides their annual 
Penſion, which is as low as poſhble, to return to 
the Steward of the Nurſery a ſmall monthly 
Share of their Gettings, to be a Portion for the 
Child; and therefore all Parents are limited in 
their Expences by the Law. For the Z://;putians 
think nothing can be more unjuſt, than for People, 
in Subſervience to their own Appetites, to brin 
Children into the World, and leave the Burthen of 
ſupporting them on the Public. As to Perſons of 
Quality, they give Security to appropriate a cer- 
tain Sum for each Child, ſuitable to their Condi- 
tion; and theſe Funds are always managed with 
good Huſbandry, and the moſt exact Jultice. 
The Cottagers and Labourers keep their Chil- 
dren at Home, their Buſineſs being only to till and 
cultivate the Earth, and therefore their Education 
is of little Conſequence to the Public: But the 
Old and Diſeaſed among them are ſupported by 
Hoſpitals : For Begging is a Trade unknown in 
this Empire. 
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And here it may perhaps divert the curious : 
Reader, to give ſome Account of my Domeſtic, Z 
and my Manner of Living in this Country, during 5 
a Reſidence of nine Months and thirteen Days. : 

Having 


» LI. 


Having a Head mechanically turned, and being 
likewiſe forced by Neceſſity, I had made for my- 
ſelf a Table and Chair convenient enough, out of 
the largeſt Trees in the Royal Park. Two hun- 
dred Sempſtreſſes were employed to make me 
Shirts, and Linnen for Bed and Table, all of the 
ſtrongeſt and coarſeſt Kind they could get; which, 
however, they were forced to quilt together in ſe- 
veral Folds, for the thickeſt was ſome Degrees 
finer than Lawn. Their Linnen is uſually three 
Inches wide, and three Feet make a Piece. The 
Sempſtreſſes took my Meaſure as I lay on the 
Ground, one ſtanding at my Neck, and ano- 
ther at my Mid- leg, with a ſtrong Cord extend- 
ed, that each held by the End, while the third 
meaſured the Length of the Cord with a Rule 
of an Inch long. Then they meaſured my right 
Thumb, and deſired no more; for by a ma- 
thematical Computation, that twice round the 
Thumb is once round the Wriſt, and ſo on to the 
Neck and the Waſte, and by the Help of my old 
Shirt, which I diſplayed on the Ground before 
them for a Pattern, they fitted me exactly. 'Three 
hundred Taylors were employed in the ſame Man- 
ner to make me Clothes; but they had another 
Contrivance for taking my Meaſure. I kneeled 
down, and they raiſed a Ladder from the Ground 
to my Neck ; upon this Ladder one of them 
mounted, and let fall a Plum-Line from my Cal- 
lar to the Floor, which juſt anſwered the Length 
of my Coat; but my Waſte and Arms I meaſured 
myſelf. When my Clothes were finiſhed, which 
was done in my Houſe (for the largeſt of theirs 
would not have been able to hold them) they 
looked like the Patch-work made by the Ladies 
in England, only that mine were all of a 8 
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Reaſons to believe, that this Viſit from his Maje- 
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Thad three hundred Cooks to dreſs my Victu | 


als, in little convenient Huts built about my 
Houſe, where they and their Families lived, and 
prepared me two Diſhes a- piece. I took up twenty 
Waiters in my Hand, and placed them on the Ta- 
ble; an hundred more attended below on the 
Ground, ſome with Diſhes of Meat, and ſome with 
Barrels of Wine, and other Liquors, ſlung on their 


Shoulders ; all which the Waiters above drew 


up as I wanted, in a very ingenious Manner, by 
certain Cords, as we draw the Bucket up a Well in 
Europe. A Diſh of their Meat was a good Mouth- 
ful, and a Barrel of their Liquor a reaſonable 
Draught. Their Mutton yields to ours, but their 
Beef is excellent. I have had a Sirloin ſo large, 
that I have been forced to make three Bits of it ; 
but this is rare. My Servants were aſtoniſhed to 
fee me eat it, Bones and all, as in our Country we 


do the Leg of a Lark. Their Geeſe and Turkies 


I uſually eat at a Mouthful, and I muſt confeſs, 
they far exceed ours. Of their ſmaller Fowl, I could 
take up twenty or thirty at the End of my Knife. 

One Day his Imperial Majeſty, being inform- 
ed of my Way of Living, deſired that himſelf and 


his Royal Conſort, with the young Princes of the 


Blood of both Sexes, might have the Happineſs 
(as he was pleaſed to call it) of dining with me. 


They came accordingly, and I placed them upon 


Chairs of State on my Table, juſt over-againſt me, 


with their Guards about them. Flimnap, the 
Lord High Treaſurer, attended there likewiſe, 


with his white Staff; and I obſerved he often 
looked on me with a ſour Countenance, which I 
would not ſeem to regard, but eat more than uſual, 
in Honour to my dear Country, as well as to fill 
the Court with Admiration. I have ſome private 
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ny gave Flinnap an Opportunity of doing me ill 
| Ofices to. his Matter, That Miniſter had always 
been my ſecret Enemy, though he outwardly ca- 
reſſed me more than was uſual to the Moroſeneſs 
of his Nature. He repreſented to the Emperor 
the low Condition of his Treaſury; that he was 
forced to take up Money at great Diſcount; that 
Exchequer Bills would not circulate under nine 
per HOLES Par; that, in ſhort, I had coſt his 
Majeſty above a Million and a half of Sprags (their 
greateſt Gold Coin, about the Bigneſs of a Span- 
gle) and upon the Whole, that it would be adviſe- 
able in the Emperor to take the firſt fair Occa- 
ſion of diſmiſſing mm. | 
I am here obliged to vindicate the Reputation 
of an excellent Lady, who was an innocent Sufferer 
upon my Account. 'The Treaſurer took a Fancy 
to be jealous of his Wife, from the Malice of ſome 
evil Tongues, who informed him that her Grace 
had taken a violent Affection for my Perſon ; and 
the Court-ſcandal ran for ſome Time, that ſhe 
once came priyately to my Lodging. This I ſo- 
lemnly declare to be a moſt infamous Falſhood, 
without any Grounds, farther than that her Grace 
was pleaſed to treat me with all innocent Marks of 
Fond and Friendſhip. I own ſhe came often 
to my Houſe, but always publicly, nor ever 
without three more in the Coach, who were uſu- 
ally her Siſter and young Daughter, and ſome 
particular Acquaintance ; but this was common to 
many other Ladies of the Court. And I ſtill ap- 
po to my Servants round, whether they at any 
ime ſaw a Coach at my Door, without knowing 
What Perſons were in it. On thoſe Occaſions, 
when a Servant had given me Notice, my Cuſtom 
was to go immediately to the Door ; and, after 
| | Paying 
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paying my Reſpects, to take up the Coach and 
— — 4 en in by Hands (for, if 
there were fix Horſes, the Poſtillion always unhar- 
nefſed four) and place them on a Table, where I 
Dad fixed a moveable Rim quite round, of five 
Inches high, to-prevent Accidents. And I have 
often had four Coaches and Horſes at once on my 
Table full of Company, while I ſat in my Chair, 
leaning my Face towards them; and, when I was 
engaged with one Set, the Coachmen would gen- 
dy drive the others round my Table. I have paſ- 
ſed many an Afternoon very agreeably in theſe 
Converfations. But I defy the Treaſurer, or his 
two Informers (I will name them, and let them 
make their beſt of it) C///ri/ and Drwrho, to prove 
that any Perſon ever came to me incegnito, except 
the Secretary Reldreſal, who was ſent by expreſs 
Command of his rin, Tre Majefty, as I have be- 
fore related. I ſhould not have dwelt fo long up- 
on this Particular, if it had not been a Point where - 
in the Reputation of a great Lady is ſo nearly con- 
cerned, to ſay nothing of my own ; though 1 then 
had the Honour to be a Narqac, which the Trea- 
ſurer himſelf is not; for all the World knows that 
he is only a Glump/am, a Title inferior by one 
Degree, as that of a Marqueſs is to a Duke in 
England, although I allow he w . me in right 
of his Poſt. Theſe falſe Informations, which 1 
afterwards came to the Knowledge of, by an Ac- 
tcident not proper to mention, made Flizmap, the 
Treaſurer, ſhew his Lady, for ſome Time, an ill 
Countenance, and me a worſe ; and although he 
were at laſt undeceived and reconciled to her, yet 
T loft all Credit with him, and found my Intereſt 
decline very faſt with the Emperor himſelf, who 


was indeed too much governed by that Favourite. 
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„ HA P. W. 


The Author, being informed of a Defign to accuſe 
bim of Higb-Treaſon, makes his E ſcape to Ble- 
fuſcu, His Reception there. 


D EFORE I proceed to give an Account of 
my leaving this Kingdom, it may be pro 
to inform the Reader of a private Intrigue which 


had been for two Months — againſt me. 


I had been hitherto all my Life a Stranger to 


Courts, for which I was unqualified by the Mean- 


neſs of my Condition. I had indeed heard and 
read enough of the Diſpoſitions of great Princes 
and Miniſters ; but never expected to have found 
ſuch terrible Effects of them in ſo remote a Coun- 
try, governed, as I thought, by very different 


Maxims from thoſe in Europe. 


When I was juſt preparing to pay my Atten- 
dance on the Emperor of Blefuſcu, a conſiderable 
Perſon at Court (to whom I had been very ſervice- 
able, at a Time when he lay under the higheſt 
Diſpleaſure of his Imperial Majeſty) came to my 
Houſe very privately at Night in a cloſe Chair, 
and, without fending his Name, defired Admit- 
tance: The Chairmen were diſmiſſed ; I put the 
Chair, with his Lordſhip in it, into my Coat- 


Pocket; and, giving Orders to a truſty Servant to 


ſay I was indiſpoſed and gone to Sleep, I faſtened 


the Door of my Houſe, placed the Chair on the 


Table, according to my uſual Cuſtom, and far 
down by it. After the common Salutations were 


.over, obſerving his Lordſhip's Countenance full 


of Concern, and enquiring into the Reaſon, he de- 


fired I would hear him with Patience in a Matter 


that 


| by THVDIYAGE:: 
that highly concerned my Honour and my Life. 


His Speech was to the followink; Effect, for I took 
Notes of it as ſoon as he left me. 


tees of Council have been lately called in the moſt 
rivate Manner on your Account; and it is but two 
ys ſince his Majeſty came to a full Refolution. 
Lou are very ſenſible that Skyris: Bolgblam (Ga. 
Zet, or High-Admiral) hath been your mortal 
Enemy almoſt ever ſince your Arrival : His origi- 
nal Reaſons I know not; but his Hatred is en- 
creaſed fince your great Succeſs againſt Be/fu/cu, 
by which his Glory, as Admiral, is much obſcu- 
red. This Lord, in Conjunction with Flimnap, 
the High-Treaſurer, whoſe Enmity againſt you is 
notorious on Account of his Lady, Limtoc the Ge- 
neral, Lalcon the Chamberlain, and Ba/muf the 
grand Juſticiary, have prepared Articles of Im- 
peachment againſt you, for Treaſon, and other 

capital Crimes. | 1 
This Preface made me ſo impatient, being con? 
ſcious of my own Merits and Innocence, that 1 
was going to interrupt: When he entreated me to 

be ſilent, and thus proceeded :  __. 
j Out of Gratitude for the Favours you have done 
17 | me, I procured Information of the whole Proceed- 
5 ings, and a Copy of the Articles, wherein I ven- 
ture my Head for your Service. "IT? 
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Article: of Impeachment againſt Quinbus Fleſtrin 
» f p $ 90 25 , 
le Man-Mountain,) 


ARK rief, 


W Hereas, by a Statute made in the Reign 
of his Imperial Majeſty Calis Dear 
Pline, it is enatted, that whoever ſhall make 

| Water 


You are to know, ſaid he, that feveral Commit- 


1 


#LIELIPUT; <> 


Water within the Precincts of the Royal Palace, 


ſhall be liable to the Pains and Penalties-of ugh 
Treaſon : Notwithſtanding the ſaid Quinbas Fleſ- 


frin in open Breach of the ſaid Law, under Co- 


lour of extinguiſhing” the Fire kindled in the A- 
partment of his Majeſty's moſt dear Imperial Con- 
ort, did malicioully, traiterouſly, anddeviliſhly, by 
Diſcharge of his 9 put out the ſaid Fire kind 
led in the ſaid Apartment, lying and being with- 
in the Precincts of the ſaid Royal Palace, againſt 
the Statute in that Caſe provided, c. againſt the 
Duty, &c. „ 
| ARTICLE II. 

That the ſaid Quinbus Fleftrin having brought 

the Imperial Fleet of Blefuſcu into the Royal 


Port, -and being afterwards commanded by 
his Imperial Majeſty to ſeize all the other Ships 


of the ſaid Empire of Blefuſcu, and reduce that 


Empire to a Province, to be governed by a Vice- 


Roy from hence, and to deſtroy and put to Death 


not only all the Big-Endian Exiles, but likewiſe 
all the People of that Empire, who would not 
immediately forſake the Big- Indian Hereſy + He 
the ſaid Fleftrin, like a falſe Traitor againſt his 
moſt Auſpicious, Serene, Imperial Majeſty, did pe- 
tition to be excuſed from the ſaid Service, upon 


| Pretence of Unwillingneſs to force the Conſciences, 
or deſtroy the Liberties and Lives of innocent People. 


_ 
That, whereas certain Ambaſſadors arrived from 


the Court of Blefuſcu, to ſue for Peace in his Ma- 


jeſty's Court: He the ſaid Fleftrin did, like a 
talſe Traitor, aid, abet, comfort, and divert the 
aid Ambaſſadors, although he knew them to be 

| F Ser- 
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Servants to a W 5 W was _ an open Fne- 
my to his Imperi ajeſty, and in open War a- 
eb n 


Majeſty. 


ARTICLE IV. 


That the ſaid Qainbus Fleftrin, contrary to the 
Duty of a faithful Subject, is now preparing to 
make a Voyage te the Court and Empire of Ble- 
Fuſcu, for which he hath received only verbal Li- 
cence from his Imperial Majeſty ; and under Co- 
lour of the ſaid Licence doth falſly and traiterouſly 
| intend to take the ſaid Voyage, and thereby to 
aid, comfort, and abet the Emperor of Blefuſcu, 
ſo late an Enemy, and in open War with his 
Imperial Majeſty aforeſaid. | - 
There are ſome other Articles, but theſe are 
the moſt important, of which I have read you an 
Z | = | 
In the ſeveral Debates upon this Impeachment, 
it muſt be confeſſed that his Majeſty gave many 
Marks of his great Lenity, often urging the Ser- 
vices you had done him, and endeavouring to ex- 
tenuate your Crimes. The Treaſurer and Admi- 
ral inſiſted that you ſhould be put to the moſt pain- 
ful and ignominous Death, by ſetting Fire on your 
Houſe at Night, and the — was to attend 
with twenty thouſand Men armed with poiſoned 
Arrows to ſhoot you on the Face and Hands. Some 
of your Servants were to have private Orders to 
ſtrew a poiſonous Juice on your Shirts and Sheets, 
which would foon make you tear your own Fleſh, 
and die in the utmoſt Torture. The General came 
into the ſame Opinion; ſo that for a long Time 
there was a Majority againſt you : But his Majeſty 
reſolving, if poſſible, to ſpare your Life, at laſt 
brought off the Chamberlain. | 
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Upon 


o DDIILII uf. 
pon this Incident, Re ldreſal, Prineipal Secre- 


tary for private Affairs, who always approved 
huimſelf your true Friend, was commanded by the 


Emperor to deliver his Opinion, which he accord - 
ingly did: And therein juſtify'd the good Thoughts 
you have of him. He allowed your Crimes to be 
great, but that ſtill there was Room for Mercy, 
the moſt commendable Virtue in a Prince, and 
for which his Majeſty was ſo juſtly celebrated. 


He ſaid, the Friendſhip between you and him was 


ſo well known to the World, that perhaps the moſt 
honourable Board might think him partial: How- 
ever, in Obedience to the Command he had re- 
ceived, he would freely offer his Sentiments. That 
if his Majeſty, in Conſideration of your Services, 
and purſuant to his own merciful Diſpoſition, 
would pleaſe to ſpare your Life, and only give 
Order to put out both your Eyes, he humbly 
conceived, that, by this Expedient, Juſtice might 
in ſome Meaſure be ſatisfied, and all the World 
would applaud the Lenity of the Emperor, as well 
as the fair arid generous Proceedings of thoſe who 
have the Honour to be his Counſellors. That the 
Loſs of your Eyes would be no Impediment to your 
bodily Strength, by which you might ſtill be uſe- 
ful to his Majeſty. That Blindnets is an Additi- 
on to Courage, by concealing Dangers from us; 
that the Fear you had for your Eyes, was the 
greateſt Difficulty in bringing over the Enemy's 
Fleet, and it would be ſufficient for you to ſee by 
the Eyes of the Miniſters, ſince the greatelt Princes 
do no more. | | | 
This Propoſal was received with the utmoſt Diſ- 


approbation by the whole Board. Bolgolam, the 
Admiral, could not preſerve his Temper ; bur, 


riſing up in Fury, ſaid, he wondered how the Se- 
| F a cretary 
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cretary/durſt preſume to give his Opinion for pre- 
ſerving the Life of a Traitor: That the Services 
you had performed were, by all true Reaſons of 
State, the great Aggravation of your Crimes; that 
you, who were able to extinguiſh the Fire, by 
Diſch of Urine in her Majeſty's Apartment 
(which he mentioned with Horror) might, at ano- 
ther Time, raiſe an Inundation by the fame Means 
todrown the whole Palace ; and the ſame Strength, 
which enabled you to bring over the Enemy's 
Fleet, might ſerve, upon the firſt Diſcontent, to 
carry it back: That he had good Reaſons to think 
you were a Big-Indian in your Heart; and as 
Treaſon begins in the Heart, before it appears in 
Overt · acts, ſo he accuſed you as a Traytor on 
that Account, and therefore inſiſted you ſhould be 
put to Death. | 
The Treaſurer was of the fame Opinion; he 
ſhewed to what Streights his Majeſty's Revenue 
was reduced by the Charge of maintaining you, | 
which would ſoon grow inſupportable : That the | 
Secretary's Expedient of putting out your Eyes, 
was fo far from being a Remedy againſt this Evil, 
it would probably enereaſe it, as it is manifeſt from 
the blinding ſome Kind of Fowl, after which, they 
fed the faſter, and grew ſooner fat: That his ſa- 
cred Majeſty, and the Council, who are your 
Judges, were in their own Conſciences fully con- 
vinced of your Guilt, which was a ſufficient Ar- 
ent to condemn you to Death, without the 
formal Proofs required by the ſtrict Letter of the 
Law. | | 
But his Imperial Majeſty, fully determined a- 
gainſt capital Puniſhment, was graciouſly pleaſed 
to ſay, That, fince the Council thought the Loſs 
. of your Eyes too eaſy a Cenſure, ſome other _ 
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be inflicted hereafter. And your Friend, the Se- 
cretary, humbly deſiring to be heard agiin, in 

Anſwer to what the Treaſurer had objected con- 
cerning the great Charge his Majeſty was at in 
maintaining you, ſaid, that his Excellency, wha. 

had the ſole Diſpoſal of the Emperor's. Revenue, 
might eaſily provide againſt that Evil, by gradu- 
ally leſſening your Eſtabliſhment ;. by which, for 
Want of ſufficient Food, you would grow weak and 
faint, and loſe your Appetite, and conſume in a, 

few Months ; neither would the Stench of Four 

>} Carcaſs be then ſo dangerous, when it ſhould be- 
come more than half diminiſhed ; and immediate- 
s lv, upon your Death, five or fix thouſand of his 
n Majeſty's Subjects might, in two or three Days, 
mn cut your Fleſh from your Bones, take it away by 
x |: Cart-loads, and bury it in diſtant Parts to pre- 
vent Infection, leaving the Skeleton as a Monu- 


„ 


ne ment of Admiration to Poſterity. — 
une Thus, by the great Friendſhip of the Secretary, 
u, the whole Affair was n It was ſtrict- 
he ly enjoined, that the Project of ſtarving you, by 
es, Degrees, ſhould be kept a Secret, but the Sen- 
il, | tence of putting out your Eyes was entered on the 
om Books; none diſſenting except Bol olam, the Ad- 
ey |© miral, who, being a Creature of the Empreſs, 


ſa- Was perpetually inſtigated by her Majeſty to inſiſt 

upon your Death, ſhe having born perpetual Ma- 
| lic 1 you, on Account of that i ous and 

illegal Method you took to extinguiſh the Fire 

in her Apartment. | | 

In three Days, your Friend, the Secretary, will 
be direted to come to your Houſe, and read be- 
fore you the Articles of 12 ; and then 
to ſignify the great Lenity and Favour of his Ma- 
jeſty and Council, whereby you are only con. 
| FY 7 demned 
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== Af Vovrace 
demned to the Loſs of your Eyes, which his Ma- 
jeſty doth not queſtion 50 ] 1 * and 
humbly ſubmit to; and twenty of his Majeſty's 
Surgeons will attend, in order to ſee the Opera- 


tion well performed, by diſcharging very ſharp- 


pointed Arrows into the Balls of your Eyes, as 
you lie on the Ground, a Hf 

I leave to your Prudence what Meaſures you 
will take; and, to avoid Suſpicion, I muſt imme- 
diately return in as private Manner as I came. 

His Lordfhip did fo, and I remained alone, 
under many Donbts and Perplexities of Mind. 

It was a Cuftom introduced by this Prince and 
his Miniftry (very different, as I have been aſſur- 


ed, from the Practices of former Times) that af- 


ter the Court had decreed any cruel Execution, 
either to gratify the Monarch's Reſentment, or the 
Malice of a Favourite, the Emperor always made a 
Speech to his whole Council, expreffing his great 


Lenity and Fendernefs, as Qualities known and 


confeſſed by all the World. This Speech was im- 
mediately publiſhed through the Kingdom; nor 


did any Thing terrify the People ſo much as thoſe 


Encomiams on his Majeſty's Mercy; becauſe 


it was obſerved, that, the more theſe Praiſes were 


enlarged and infiſted on, the more inhuman was 
the Puniſhment; and the Sufferer more innocent. 
And as to myſelf, I muſt confeſs, having never 
been defigned for a Courtier either by my Birth 
or Education, I was ſo ill a Judge of Things, that 
I could not diſcover the Lenity and Favour of this 
Sentence, but conceived it (perhaps erroneouſly ) 
rather to be rigorous than gentle. I ſometimes 
t ht of ſtanding my Trial ; for, although 1 
could not deny the Facts altedged in the ſeveral 
Articles, yet I hoped they would admit of — 

| Re xte- 
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Extenuation. But having in my Life peruſed ma- 
ny State - Trials, which I ever obſerved to terminate 


as the Judges — ty to direct, I durſt not rely 
on ſo dangerous a 


iſion, in fo critical a yn: 
cure, and againſt ſuch powerful Enemies. Once 
I was ſtrongly bent upon Reſiſtance, for, while 1 
had Liberty, the whole Strength of that Empire 
could hardly ſubdue me, and I might eafily with 
Stones pelt the Metropolis to Pieces; but I ſoon 
rejected that Project with Horror, by remember- 
ing the Oath I had made to the Emperor, the Fa- 
vours I received from him, and the high Title of 
Nardac he conferred upon me. Neither had I ſo 
ſoon learned the Gratitude of Courtiers, to per- 


ſuade myſelf, that his Majeſty's preſent Severities 
_ acquitted me of all paſt Obligations. 


At laſt I fixed upon a Reſolution, for which it 
is probable I may incur ſome Cenſure, and not un- 
juſtly; for I confeſs I owe the preſerving mine 
Eyes, and conſequently my Liberty, to my own 
great Raſhneſs, and Want of Experience; becauſe, 
if I had then known the Nature of Princes and 
Miniſters, which I have ſince obſerved in many 
other Courts, and their Methods of treating Cri- 
minals leſs obnoxious than myſelf, I ſhould with 
great Alacrity and Readineſs have ſubmitted to ſo 


_ eaſy a Puniſhment. But hurry'd on by the Preci- 


itancy of Youth, and having his Imperial Maje- 
y's Licence to pay my Attendance upon the Em- 
peror of Blefuſcu, I took this Opportunity, before 
the three Days were elapſed, to ſend a Letter to 
my Friend the —— ſignifying my Reſoluti- 
on of ſetting out that Morning for Biefuſcu, pur- 


ſuant to the Leave I had got; and, without wait- 

ing for an Anſwer, I went to that Side of the I- 

land where our Fleet _ I ſeized a large Man 
k 4 
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of War, tied a Cable to the Prow, and, lifting up 
the Anchors, I ſtript myſelf, put my Cloaths (to- 
gether with my Coverlet, which I brought under 
my Arm) into the Veſſel, and drawing it after 


me, between Wading and Swimming, arrived at 


the Royal Port of Blefu/cu, where the People had 
long expected me; they lent me two Guides to 
direct me to the capital City, which is of the ſame 
Name. TI held them in my Hands till I came 
within two hundred Yards of the Gate, and de- 
fired them to ſignify my Arrival to one of the Se- 
cretaries, and let him know, I there waited his 
Majeſty's Command. I had an Anſwer in about 
an Hour, that his Majeſty, attended by the Roy- 
al Family, and great Officers of the Court, was 
coming out to receive me. I advanced a hundred 
Yards. The Emperor, and his Train, alighted 
from their Horſes, the Empreſs and Ladies from 
their Coaches, and I did not perceive they were 
in any Fright or Concern. I lay on the Ground 
to kiſs his Majeſty's and the Empreſs's Hand. I 
told his Majeſty that I was come according to my 
Promiſe, and with the Licence of the Emperor my 
Maſter, to have the Honour of ſeeing ſo mighty a 


Monarch, and to offer him any Service in my 


Power, conſiſtent with my Duty to my own 
Prince; not mentioning a Word of my Diſgrace, 
becauſe I had hitherto no regular Information of 
it, and might ſuppoſe myſelf wholly ignorant of 
any ſach Deſign ; neither could I reaſonably con- 
ceive that the Emperor would diſcover the Secret, 
while I was out of his Power ; wherein, however, 
it ſoon appeared I was deceived, | 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader with the particu- 
lar Account of my Reception at this Court, which 
was ſuitable to the Generoſity of ſo great a Prince; 
| on, | nor 
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nor of the Difficulties I was in for want of a Houſe 
and Bed, being forced to lie on the Ground, wrapt 
up in my Coverlet. | | 


— 


* 
: -- 


5 0 - &. rms 
The Authar, by a lucky Accident, finds Means 


to leave Blefuſcu ; and, aſter ſome Difficul- 
' ties, returns ſafe to his native Country. 


HREE Days after my Arrival, walking 

| cout of Curioſity to the North-Eaſt Coaſt of 
the Iſland, I obſerved, about half a League off, in 
the Sea, ſomewhat that looked like a Boat over- 
turned. I pulled off my Shoes and Stockings, and, 

wading twoor three hundredY ards, I found the Ob- 
ject to approach nearer by Force of the Tide ; and 
then plainly ſaw it to be a real Boat, which I ſup- 
poſed might, by ſome Tempeſt, have been driven 
from a Ship : Whereupon | returned immediately 
towards the City, and deſired his Imperial Majeſty 
to lend me twenty of the talleſt Veſſels he had left 
after the Loſs of his Fleet, and three thouſand 
Seamen, under the Command of the Vice-Admi- 
ral. This Fleet ſailed round, while I went baek 
the ſhorteſt Way to the Coaſt where I firſt diſco- 
vered the Boat ; I found the Tide had driven it ſtill 
nearer. The Seamen were all provided with Cor- 
dage, which I had beforehand twiſted to a ſuffici- 
ent Strength. When the Ships came up, I ſtript 
myſelf, and waded till I came within an hundred 
Yards of the Boat, after which I was forced to ſwim 
till I got up to it. The Seamen threw me the End 
of the Cord, which J faſtened to a Hobe in the 

Fore- part of the Boat, and the other End to a Man 


of 


3 
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of War: But I found all my Labour to little Pur- 
poſe ; for, being out of my Depth, I was not able 
to work. In this Neceſſity, I was forced to ſwim 
behind, and puſn the Boat forwards as often as I 
could, with one of my Hands ; and, the Tide fa- 
vouring me, I advanced ſo far, that I could juſt 
hold up my Chin and feel the Ground. I reſted 
two or three Minutes, and then gave the Boat a- 
nother Shove, and fo on till the Sea was no high- 
er than my Arm-pits ; and now, the moſt labori- 
ous Part being over, I took out my other Cables, 
which were ſtowed in one of the Ships, and faſt- 
ened them firſt to the Boat, and then to nine of 
the Veſſels which attended me; the Wind bein 
 favonrable, the Seamen towed, and I ſhoved till 
we arrived within forty Yards of the Shore, and, 
waiting till the Tide was out, I got dry to the 
Boat, and by the Aſſiſtance of two thouſand Men, 
with Ropes and Engines, I made a Shift to turn it 
on its Bottom, and found it was but little damaged. 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader with the Difficul- | 

ties I was under by the Help of certain Paddles, | 
which coſt me ten Days making, to get my Boat 
to the Royal Port of Blefuſcu, where a mighty 

Concourſe of People appeared upon my Arrival, 
full of Wonder at the Sight of fo prodigious a Veſ- 
ſel. I told the Emperor, that my good Fortune 
had thrown this Boat in my Way, to carry me to 
ſome Place, from whence I might return into my 
native Country, and begged his Majeſty's Orders 
for getting Materials to fit it up, together with his 
Licence to depart, which, after ſome kind Ex- 

ſtulations, he was pleaſed to grant. 

I did very much wonder, in all this Time, not 
to have heard of any Expreſs relating to me, from 
our Emperor, to the Court of Bleſuſen. But 1 

, | was 


57% 


* ba wth +. 1 2 ren 2 5 Ex 4 CN "Vat 4 1 2 * 2 * r 9 R e * 22 
5 * 15 N N 2 DY 5 \ W R 1 p 
1 * * wt * e Pp niet * Bios. IP. 3 82 Ae 8 Nur = AA, OS 07 5 ns . "MP Z Frey S 1 i; 0 c 
N S "238 * * 2 3 5 = SG NG 3 « IF » (LEES 83 br: 9 5 * iy WR. * * 4 . 8 & 2 7 * 

e > 8 * + * 3 wy, | n 1 n 455 5 R by Gio tis Mes. 0 wy 9 _ * . - en "yy he rn PE) du 

Ls =. OT 2 ern e £053 e ee o 10 : 2 - . „ fr Ne INS) TS en x man 
I 8 N 78 * . Ne. 14 8 r 3 9 4.8. «08 46 a Cars v 5 5 N 7 2 8 dr. Bee = by > 8 2 =” Rx n 8 I-70 F . 
= n CE IT IT LY 70 Fe; 5 Fre. N 5 * + on 2 Kh \ 8 * e Nn 232 e e (1 Peg 4 * . 2 l e K * 2 K 
8 EO 4 * re <2 ht *.. 3% = 8 > * * CORES * N 6 
Go br; * '4 x * & 


ne 


” K 
i T 
' 4 
. 
x * 
22 
1 
12 — 
KES 
34 
2 
* 
9 
BA 
= 
3 
* 
1 
* 
. ” 
Is 
13 
1 v 
*. 
J 
fy 
I: is 
* 
1 
5 
* 
=... 
* 
17 8 
YAY 
oo 
I 
75 
4 
3 
1 
8 5 
> * 
* 
2 
— 
Vs 
=— Wn 
* 1 
3 
* 3 
2 
* 
9 
=. 
4,9 
1 
1 
© 
5 
* 
i 
XY 
* 
D 
* 
N 
1 
7 
* ho 
$9 
2 
74 
2. 
* 1 
*. 
1 
2 
1 
4 
* > 
4 
= 
3% 
+= Ws 
3 
0 
+ % 
* 
* 
* 
* 
v 
# 
y-Þ 
. 


* 
* * * 
* 
+ dy « 4 Y > 

e 
. Er 

MY . 

a = A 

CE ER 

J - TY > 

x *. 


Ws F 
* E 
1 b * * 


o VYY 0”. 00 © 


with my own Aſſiſtance an 
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was afterwards given privately to underſtand, chat 
his Imperial Majeſty, never imagining I had-the 
leaſt Notice of his Deſigus, beli I was on- 


ly gone to Bleſuſeu in Performance of my Promiſe, 


according to the Licence he had given me, which 
was well known at our Court, and would return 
in a few Days when the Ceremony was ended, 
But he was at laſt in Pain at my long Abſence z 
and, after conſulting with the Treaſurer, and the 
reſt of that Cabal, a Perſon of Quality was diſ- 


| pon with the Copy of the Articles againſt me. 


his Envoy had Inſtructions to repreſent to the 


Monarch of Bl:fuſcu the great Lenity of his Maſ- 


ter, who was content to puniſh! me no farther than 
with the Loſs of mine Eyes; that I had fled from 
Juſtice, and, if I did not return in two Hours, I 


ſhould be deprived of my Title of Nardac, and 


declared a Traitor. The Envoy further added, 
that, in order to maintain the Peace and Amity 
between both Empires, his Mafter expected, that 
his Brother of B/ef#/cu would give Orders to have 


me ſent back to Lilliput, bound Hand and Foot, 
to be puniſhed as a Traitor. 


The Emperor of Blefuſcu, having taken three 
Days to conſult, returned an Anſwer, conſiſting 
of many Civilities and Excuſes. He ſaid, that, 


as for ſending me bound, his Brother knew it was 


impoſſible ; that although I had deprived him of 
his Fleet, yet he owed great Obligations to me 
for many good Offices I had done him in making 
the Peace. That however both their Majeſties 
would ſoon be made eaſy ; for I had found a 


_ prodigious Veſſel on the Shore, able to carry me 


on the Sea, which he had 9 Order to fit up 

Direction; and he 
hoped in a few Weeks both Empires would be freed 
from ſo inſupportable an Incumbrance. With 
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favourable Intentions, I humbly begged to be ex- 


two ſuch mighty Monarchs. Neither did I find 


| by a certain Accident, that he was very 1 of 
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With this Anſwer the Envoy returned to L:/- 
Aiput, and the Monarch of Blefuſcu related to me 
all that had paſt; offering me at the ſame Time 
(but under the ſtricteſt Confidence) his gracious 
ProteQtion, if I would continue in his Service ; 
wherein although I believed him ſincere, yet I re- 
ſolved never more to put any Confidence in Princes 
or Miniſters, where I could poflibly avoid it; and 
therefore, with all due Acknowledgments for his 


cuſed. I told him, that ſince Fortune, whether 


good or evil, had thrown a Veſſel in my Way, 
was reſolved to venture myſelf in the Ocean, 


rather than be an Occaſion of Difference between 


the Emperor at all diſpleaſed ; and I diſcovered, - 
my Reſolution, and ſo were moſt of his Miniſ- 
ters. je 
Theſe Conſiderations moved me to haſten. my 
Departure ſomewhat ſooner than J intended; to 
which the Court, impatient to have me gone, ve- 
ry readily contributed. Five hundred Workmen 


were imployed to make two Sails to my Boat, 


according to my Directions, by quilting thirteen 
Fold of their ſtrongeſt Linnen together. I was at 
the Pains of making Ropes and Cables, by twiſt- 
ing ten, twenty, or thirty of the thickeſt and 
ſtrongeſt of theirs, A great Stone that I happen- 
£1 to find, after a long Search by the Sea-ſhore, 
ſerved me for an Anchor. I had the Tallow of 
three hundred Cows for greaſing my Boat, and 
other Uſes. I was at incredible Pains in cutting 


down ſome of the largeſt Timber-Trees for Oars 


and Maſis, wherein I was, however, much aſſiſted 
by his Majeſty's Ship-Carpenters, who helped me 
| in 
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in ſmoothing them after I had done the rough 
Work. | 

In about a Month, when all was prepared, I 
ſent to receive his Majeſty's Commands, and to - 
take my Leave, The Emperor and Royal Fa- 
mily came out of the Palace; I laid down on my 

Face to kiſs his Hand, which he very graciouſly 
gave me ; ſo did the Empreſs, and young Princes 
of the Blood. His Majeſty preſented me with fif- 
ty Purſes of two hundred Sprags a Piece, together 
with his Picture at full Length, which I put im- 
mediately into one of my Gloves, to keep it from 
being hurt. The Ceremonies at my Departure 
were too many to trouble the Reader with at 
this Time. RD 

I ſtored the Boat with the Carcaſes of an hundred 
Oxen, and three hundred Sheep, with Bread and 
Drink proportionable, and as much Meat ready 
dreſſed as four hundred Cooks could provide. I 
took with me fix Cows and two Bulls alive, with 
as many Ewes and Rams, intending to carry them 
into my own Country, and propagate the Breed: 
And, to feed them on Board, I had a good Bun- 
dle of Hay, and a Bag of Corn. I would gladly 
have taken a Dozen of the Natives, but this was 
a Thing the Emperor would by no Means per- 
mit; and, beſides a diligent Search into my Poc- 
kets, his Majeſty engaged my Honour not to 
carry away any of his Subjects, although with their 
own Conſent and Deſire. : 

Having thus prepared all Things as well as I 
was able, 1 ſet Sail on the twenty-tourth Day of 
September 1701, at fix in the Morning; and when 
I had gone about four Leagues to the Northward, 
the Wind being at South-Eaſt, at fix in the E- 
vening, I deſcried a ſmall Ifland about half a 
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League to the North-Weſt. I advanced forward, 
and caſt Anchor on the Lee-ſide of the Iſland, which 
ſeemed to be uninhabited. I then took ſome Re- 
freſhment, and went to my Reſt. I ſlept well, and 
J conjecture at leaſt fix Hours, for I found the 
Day broke in two Hours after I awaked. It was 
a Clear Night. I eat my Breakfaſt before the Sun 
was up ; and heaving Anchor, the Wind bein 
favourable, I ſteered the fame Courſe, that I h 
done the Day before, wherein I was directed by 
my Pocket-compaſs. My Intention was to reach, 
if poſſible, one of thoſe Iſlands, which I had Rea- 


fon to believe lay on the North-Eaft of Fan Die- 


men's Land. I diſcovered nothing all that Day; 


| but upon the next, about three in the Afternoon, 


when I had by my Computation made twenty - 
four Leagues from Blefuſcu, I deſcried a Sail ſteer- 
ing to the South-Eaſt ; my Courſe was due Eaſt. 
J hailed her, but could get no Anſwer; yet I 
foand I gained upon her, for the Wind ſlackened. 
F made all the Sail I could, and in half an Hour 
the ſpied me, then hung out her Antient, and 
diſcharged a Gun. Ir is not eaſy to expreſs the 
Joy I was in upon the unexpected Hope of once 
more ſeeing my beloved Country, and the dear 
Pledges I left in it. The Ship flackened her Sails, 
and I came up with her between five and fix in the 
Evening, September 25; but my Heart leapt with- 
in me to ſee her Eng/;4 Colours. I put my Cows 


and Sheep into my Coat-Pockets, and got on board 


with all my little Cargo of Proviſions. The Veſ- 


. fel was an Engliſb Merchant-man, returning from 
Japan by the North and South-Seas ; the Captain, 


Mr. Jahn Biddel of Deptford, a very civil Man, 
and an excellent Sailor. Woe were now in the 


Latitude of 30 Degrees South, there were about 


fifty 
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fifty Men in the Ship; and here I met an old 
Comrade of mine, one Peter Williams, who gave 
me a good Character to the Captain. This Gen- 
tleman treated me with Kindneſs, and defired 
F would let him know what Place I came from 
laſt and whither I was bound; which I did in 
few Words, but he thought I was raving, and 
that the Dangers I underwent had diſturbed my 
Head ; whereupon I took my black Cattle and 
Sheep out of my Pocket, which, after great Aſ- 
toni nt, clearly convinced him of my Vera- 
City. I then ſhewed him the Gold given me by 
the Emperor of Blęfuſcu, together with his Majeſ- 
ty's Picture at full Length, and ſome other Rari- 
ties of that Country. I gave him two Purſes of 
two hundred Sprugs each, and promiſed, when we 
arrived in England, to make him a Preſent of a 
Cow and a Sheep big with Voung. + 

J ſhall not trouble the Reader with a particular 
Account of this Voyage, which was very proſpe- 
rous for the moſt Part. We arrived in the Downs, 
on the 13th of Abril 1702. I had only one Mil- 
fortune, that the Rats on Board carried away one 
of my Sheep; I found her Bones in a Hole, pick- 
ed clean from the Fleſh. The reſt of my Cattle 
J got ſafe a-ſhore, and ſet them a grazing in a 
Bowling-Green at Greenwich, where the Fineneſs 
of the Grafs made them feed very heartily, though 

J had always feared the contrary : Neither could 
I poſſibly have preſerved them in fo long a Voy- 
age, if the Captain had not allowed me ſome of 
his beſt Biſket, which rubbed to Powder, and 
mingled with Water, was their conſtant Food. 
The ſhort Time I continued in Eng/and, I made 
a conſiderable Profit by ſhewing my Cattle to ma- 
ny Perſons of Quality, and others: And, before I 
; | be- 
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n my ſecond Voyage, I ſold them for ſix 

— 1 Pounds. Since — laſt Return, I find the 
Breed is conſiderably increaſed, eſpecially the Sheep, 
which I hope will prove much to the Advantage 
of the Woollen Manufacture, by the Fineneſs of 
the Fleeces. | ä 

J ſtayed but two Months with my Wife and 
Family; for my inſatiable Deſire of ſeeing foreign 
Countries would fuffer me to continue no longer. 
J left fifteen hundred Pounds with my Wife, and 
fixed her in a good Houſe at Redriff. My re- 
maining Stock I carried with me, Part in Money, 
and Part in Goods, in hopes to improve my For- 
tunes. My eldeſt Uncle oba had left me an Eſ- 
tate in Land, near Epping, of about thirty Pounds 
a Year; and I had a long Leafe of the Black-Bull 
in Fetter-Lane, which yielded me as much more: 
So that J was not in any Danger of leaving my 
Family vpon the Pariſh. My Son Fobhnny, named 
ſo after his Uncle, was at the Grammar School. 
and a toward!ly Child. My Daughter Betty (who 
is now well married, and has Children) was then 
at her Needlework. I took Leave of my Wife, 
and Boy and Girl, with Tears on both Sides, and 
went on board the Adventure, a Merchant-Ship, 
of three hundred Tons bound for Surat, Captain 
Join Richolſon of Lewerpool Commander. But my 
Account of this Voyage muſt be referred to the 
Second Part of my Travels. 


2 
The End of the Firft Part. 
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= CLAP. 1 
A great Storm deſcribed, the Long- Boat ſent ts 
fetch Water, the Author goes with it to diſco- 
ver the Country. He is left on Shore, is 
ſeized by one of the Natives, and carried to a 
Farmer's Houſe. His Reception there, with 
. ſeveral Accidents that happened there, A De- 
Feriptian of the Inhabitants, 1 


He been condemned by Nature 
| and Fortune to an active and reſtleſs Life, 
1 in two Months after my Return, I again 
left my native Country, and took Shipping in the 

Downs on the 2oth Day of June 1702, in the 
Adventure, Capt. Fohn Nicholas, a Corniſh Man, 
Commander, bound for Surat. We had a very 
proſperous Gale till we arrived at the Cape of Good 
Hope, where we landed for freſh Water, but, diſ- 
covering a Leak, we unſhipped our Goods, and 
wintered there ; for, the Captain falling fick of an 
Ague, we could not leave the Cape till the End of 
March. We then ſet Sail, and had a good Voy- 
age till we paſſed the Streights of Madagaſcar ; but 
1 having 
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having got Northward of that Iſland, and to about 
five Degrees South Latitude, the Winds, which in 
thoſe Seas are obſerved to blow a conſtant equal 


Gale between the North and Weſt, from the Be- 


Fewos of December, to the Beginning of May, on 
e 9th of April began to blow with much greater 
Violence, and more Weſterly than uſual, continu- 
ing ſo for —_— Days together, during which 
Time, we were driven a little to the Eaſt of the 
Molucca Iſtands, and about three Degrees North- 
ward of the Line, as our Captain found by an Ob- 
ſervation he took the 2d of May, at which Time 
the Wind ceaſed, and it was a perfect Calm, 
whereat I was not a little rejoĩced. But he, being a 
Man experienced in the Navigation of thoſe Seas, 
bid us all prepare againſt a Storm, which accord- 
ingly. happened the Day following : For a South- 
ern Wind, called the Southern Monſoon, began to 
ſet in. 5 | 5 

_ Finding it was like to overblow, we took in our 
Sprit- ſail, and ſtood by to hand the Fore-fail ; but, 
making foul Weather, we looked the Guns were 
all faft, and handed the Miſſen. The Ship lay 
very. broad off, ſa we thought it better ſpooning 
before the Sea, than trying or hulling. We — 
the Fore- ſail and ſet him, we hawled aft the Fore- 
ſheet. ; the Helm was hard a Weather. The Ship 
wore bravely, We belayed the Fore-down-hall ; 
but the Sail was ſplit, and we hawled down the 
Yard, and got the Sail into the Ship, and unbound 
all the Things clear of it. It was a very fierce 
Storm; the Sea broke ſtrange and dangerous. We 
hawiled off upon the Lanniard of the Whipſtaff, and 
helped the Man at the Helm. We would not get 
down our Top- maſt, but let all ſtand, becauſe Te 
ſeudded before the Sea very well, and we knew that, 


the 
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the Top- maſt being aloft, the Ship was the whol- 
ſomer, and made better Way thro' the Sea, ſee- 
ing we had Sea-room. When the Storm was over, 
we ſet Fore-ſail and Main-ſail, and brought the 
Ship to. Then we ſet the Miſſen, Main-top-fail, 
an the Fore-top-fail. Our Courſe was Eaft 
North-eaft, the Wind was at South-weft. We 
gor the Star-board Tacks a-board, we caſt off our 
Veather Braces and Lifts; we ſet in the Lee- 
braces, and hawled forward by the Weather-bowl- 
ings, and hawled them right, and belayed them, 
and hawled over the Miſſen-tack to Windward, , 

and kept her full and by as near as ſhe would lie, 
During this Storm, which was followed by a 
ſtrong Wind Wet South-weft, we were carried by 
my Computation, about five hundred Leagues to 
the Ea, ſo that the oldeſt Sailor a-board could 
not tell in what Part of the World we were. Our 
Proviſions held out well, our Ship was ſtaunch, 
and our Crew all in good Health; but we lay 
in the utmoſt Diſtreſs for Water. We thought it 
beſt to hold on the ſame Courſe, rather than turn 
more Northerly, which might have brought us to 
the Nerth-aveſ Parts of great Tartary, and into the 

frozen Sea. | 

On the 16th Day of June, 1703, a Boy on the 
Top- maſt diſcovered Land. On the 17th, we came 
in fall View of a great Iſland or Continent (for 
we knew not whether) on the South-ſide whereof 
was a ſmall Neck of Land jutting out into the Sea, 
and a Creek too ſhallow to hold a Ship of above 
one hundred Tuns. We caſt Anchor within a 
League of this Creek, and our Captain ſent a do- 
zen of his Men well armed in the Long-boat, with 
Veſſels for Water, if any could be found. I de- 
fired his Leave to go with 8 that I might — 
; 2 tne 
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the Country, and make what Diſcoveries I could: 
When we came to Land, we ſaw no River or 
Spring, nor any Sign of Inhabitants. Our Men 
ee wan on the Shore, to find out 
ſome freſh Water near the Sea, and I walked a- 
lone about a Mile on the other Side, where I ob- 
ſerved the Country all barren and rocky. I now 
began to be weary, and, ſeeing nothing to enter- 
tain my Curioſity, I returned gently down towards 
the Creek ; and, the Sea being full in my View, 
I ſaw our Men already got into the Boat, and 
rowing for Life to the Ship. I was going to hol- 
Jow x; A them, altho' it had been to little Pur- 
poſe, when I obſerved a huge Creature walking 
after them in the Sea, as faſt as he could: He 
waded not much * than his Knees, and took 
rodigious Strides : But our Men had the Start of 
Pim half a League, and, the Sea thereabouts being 
full of ſharp- pointed Rocks, the Monſter was not 
able to overtake the Boat. This I was afterwards 
told, for I durſt not ſtay to ſee the Iſſue of the 
Adventure; but ran as faſt as I could the Way I 
firſt went, and then climbed up a ſteep Hill, 
which gave me ſome Proſpect of the Country. I 
found it fully cultivated ; but that which firſt ſur 
priſed me was the Length of the Graſs, which, 
in thoſe Grounds that ſeemed to be kept for Hay, 
was about twenty Feet high. EE | 
I fell into a high Road, for fo I took it to be, 
though it ſerved to the Inhabitants only as a 
Foot-path thro' a Field of Barley. Here I walk- 
ed on for ſome Time, but could ſee little on either 
Side, it being now at leaſt Harveſt, and the Corn 
riſing near forty Feet. I was an Hour walking to 
the Pad of this Field, which was fenced in with 
a Hedge of at leaſt one hundred and _— 
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high, and the Trees ſo lofty that I could make 
no Computation of their Altitude. There was a 
Stile to paſs from this Field into the next. It had 
four Steps, and a Stone to croſs over when you 
came to the uppermoſt. It was impoſſible for me 
to climb this Stile, becauſe every Step was ſix 
Feet high, and the upper Stone above twenty. 
I was endeavouring to find ſome Gap in the Hedge, 
when I diſcovered one. of the Inhabitants in the 
next Field, advancing towards the Stile, of the 
ſame Size with him I ſaw in the Sea, purſuing 
our Boat. He appeared as tall as an ordinary Spire- 
ſteeple, and took about ten Yards at every Stride, 
as near as I could gueſs. I was ſtruck with the 
utmoſt Fear and Aſtoniſhment, and ran to hide my- 
ſelf in the Corn from whence I ſaw him at the Top 
of the Stile, looking back into the next Field on 

the right Hand, Nee 3 Alun call in a Voice 
many rees louder than a Speaking- Trumpet; 
but the Noiſe was ſo high in the Air. that at Erft 
I certainly thought it was Thunder. Whereupon, 
ſeven Monſters, like himſelf, came towards him 
with Reaping-Hooks in their Hands, each Hook 
about the Largeneſs of ſix Scythes. Theſe Peo- 
ple were not ſo well clad as the firſt, whoſe Ser- 
vants or Labourers they ſeemed to be : Far, upon 
ſome Words he ſpoke, they went to reap the Corn 
in the Field where I lay. I kept from them at as 
great a Diſtance as I could, but was forced to move 
with extreme Difficulty, for the Stalks of the Corn 
were ſometimes not above a Foot diſtant, ſo that 
J could hardly ſqueeſe my Body betwixt them. I 
made ſhift to go forward, till I came to a Part of 
the Field where the Corn had been laid by the 
Rain and Wind. Here it was impoſſible for me 
to adyance a Step ; for the Stalks were ſo interwo- 
S727 G 3 ren 
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ven that I could not .cree thorough, apd the 
Beards of the fallen Ears ie ſtrong and pointed' that 
they pierced through my Cloaths into my Fleſh. 
At the ſame Time I heard the Reapers not aboye 
an hundred Yards behind me. Being quite diſpiri- 
ted with Toil, and wholly overcome by Grief and 
Deſpair, I lay down between two Ridges, and hear- 
tily wiſhed I might there end my Days. I bemoan- 
ed my deſolate Widow, and fatherleſs Children. I 
e my own Folly and Wilfulneſs in attempt- 
ing a ſecond Voyage againſt the Advice of all my 
Friends and Relations. In this terrible Agitation 
of Mind 1 could not forhear thinking of Lil/iput 
whoſe. Inhabitants looked upon me as the greate 
Prodigy that ever appeared in the World: Where 
I was able to draw an Imperial Fleet in my Hand, 
and perform thoſe other Agions which will be re- 
corded for eyer in the Chronicles of that Empire, 
while Poſterity ſhall hardly believe them, altho' at- 
teſted by Millions. I reflected what a Mortification 
it muſt prove to me to appear as inconſiderable in 
this Nation, as one ſin 8 Lilliputian would be a- 
mong us. But this I conceĩved was to be the leaſt 
of my Misfortunes: For, as human Creatures are 
obſerved to be more ſavage and cruel in Propor- 
tion to their Bulk, what could I expect but to be 
a Morſel in the Mouth of the firſt among theſe 
enormous Barbarians that ſhould happen to ſeize 
me? Undoubtedly Philoſophers are in the Right 
when they tell us, that AL, = is great or little o- 
ther iſe than by Compariſon. f. wight have pleaſ- 
ed Fortune to let the Li//iputians find ſome Nation, 
where the People were as diminutive with reſpe& 
to them, as they were to me. And who knows 
hut that even this prodigious Race of Mortals might 
be equally overmatched in ſome diſtant Fart of | 
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the World, whereof we have yet no Diſco- 
very ? bes | 
es and confounded as I was, I could not 

forbear going on with theſe Reflections, when 
one of the Reapers, approaching within ten Vards 
of the Ridge where I lay, made me apprehend' 
that with the next Step I ſhould be ſquaſhed to 
Death under his Foot, or cut in two with his Reap, 
ing-hook. And therefore, when he was again 
about to move, I ſcreamed as loud as Fear 
could make me. Whereupon the huge Creature 
trod ſhort, and, looking round about under him for 
ſome Time, at laſt efdied me as I lay on the 
Ground. He conſidered a while with the Cauti- 
on of one who endeavours to lay hold on a ſmall 
dangerous Animal, in ſuch a Manner that it may 
not be able either to ſcratch or to bite him, as 
myſelf have ſometimes done with a Weaſel in Eng- 
land. At length he ventured to take me up be- 
hind by the Middle between his fore Finger and 
Thumb, and brought me within three Yards of 
his Eyes that he might behold my Shape more 
perfectly. I gueſſed his Meaning, and my got 
Fortune gave me ſo much Prefence of Mind, that 
I refolved not to ſtruggle in the leaſt as he held 
me in the Air, about ſixty Feet from the Ground, 
although he prievoufly pinched my Sides, for fear 
J ſhould ſlip through his Fingers. All J ventur- 
ed was to raiſe mine Eyes towards the Sun, and 
place my Hands together in a ſupplicating Poſture, 
and to ſpeak fome Words in an hamble melan- 
choly Tone, ſuitable to the Condition I then was 
in. For I apprehended every Moment that he 
would daſh me againſt the Ground, as we uſually 
do any. little hatefal Animal which we have a 
Mind to deſtroy. But my good Star would have 
| | 4 "0 
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it, that he — pleaſed with my Voice and 
Geſtures, and began to look upon me as a Cu- 
rioſity, much wondering to hear me pronounce 
articylate Words, although he could not under- 
ſtand them. In the mean Time I was not able 
to forbear groaning and ſhedding Tears, and turn- 
ing my Head towards my Sides; letting him know, . 
as well as I could, how cruelly I was hurt by the 
0 2 whe Toma __ Finger. He N to 
a end my Meaning; for, lifting up the L 
— 5 his Coat, he js me n if and >< 
mediately ran along with me to his Maſter, who 
was a ſubſtantial Farmer, and the ſame Perſon I 
had firſt ſeen in the Field. 
The Farmer - having (as I ſuppoſe by their 
Talk) received ſuch an Account of me as his Ser- 
vant could give him, took a Piece of a ſmall Staw, 
about the Size of a Walking-ſtaff, and therewith 
- lifted up the Lappets of my Coat; which it ſeems 
he thought to be ſome Kind of Covering that Na- 
ture had given me. He blew my Hairs aſide to 
take a better View of my Face. He called his 
Hinds about him, and asked them (as I afterwards 
. whether they had ever ſeen in the Fields 
any little Creature that reſembled me: He then 
1 23 me ſoftly on the Ground upon all four, but 
got immediately up, and walked ſlowly back- 
wards and forwards, to let thoſe People ſee I had 
no Intent to run away. They all fat down in a 
Circle about me, the better to obſerve my Mo- 
tions. I pulled off my Hat, and made a low Bow 
towards the Farmer. I fell on my Knees, and 
lifted up my Hands and Eyes, and ſpoke ſeveral 
Words as loud as I could: I took a Purſe of 
Gold out of my Pocket, and humbly preſented it 
to him. He received it on the Palm of his . 
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then applied it cloſe to his Eye, to ſee what it 
was, and afterwards turned it ſeveral Times with 
the Point of a Pin (which he took out of his Sleeve) 

but could make nothing of it. Whereupon I made 
a Sign that he ſhould place his Hand on the Ground. 
I then took the Purſe, and, opening it, poured all 
the Gold into his Palm. There were fix Spani/ 
Pieces of four Piſtoles each, beſides twenty or thir- 
ty ſmaller Coins. I faw him wet the Tip of his 
little Finger upon his Tongue, and take up one 
of my largeſt Pieces, and then another, but he 
ſeemed to be whoily' ignorant what they were. 
He made me a Sign to put them again into my 
Purſe, and the Purſe again into my Pocket, which, 
after offering it to him ſeveral Times, I thought it 
beſt to do. TE | e 
The Farmer by this Time was convinced I muſt 
be a rational Creature. He ſpoke often to me, 
but the Sound of his Voice pierced my Ears like 
that of a Water -mill, yet his Words were articu- 
late enough. I anſwered as loud as I could, in 
ſeveral Languages, and he often laid his Ear with- 
in two Vards of me; but all in vain, for we were 
wholly unintelligible to each other. He then ſent 
his Servants to their Work, and, taking his Hand- 
kerchief out of his Pocket, he doubled and ſpread 
it on his left Hand, which he placed flat on the 
Ground, with the Palm upwards, making me a 
Sign to ſtep into it, as I could eafily do, for it 
was not above a Foot in Thickneſs. I thought 
it my Part to obey, and, for fear of falling, laid 
myſelf at Length upon the Handkerchief, with the 
Remainder of which he lapped me up to the Head 
for farther Security, and in this Manner carried 
me home to his Houſe, There he called his Wife, 
and ſhewed me to her; but ſhe ſcreamed and ran 
| | | back, 
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back, as Women in England do at the Sight of x 
Toad or a Spider. However, when the had a 
while ſeen my Behaviour, and how well I ob- 
_ ſerved the Signs her Husband made, ſhe was ſoon. 
reconciled, and by Degrees grew extremely ten- 

der of me. | 
It was about twelve at Noon, and a Servant 
brought in Dinner. It was only one ſubſtantial 
Diſh of Meat (fit for the plain Condition of an' 
Hus bandmar) in a Diſh of about four and twen- 
ty Feet Diameter. The Company were the Far- 
mer and his Wife, three Children and an old 
Grandmother: When they were ſat down, the 
Farmer placed me at ſome Diſtance from him on 
the Table, which was thirty Feet high from the 
Floor. I was in a terrible Fright, and kept as 
far as I could from the Edge for fear of falling. 
The Wife minced a Bit of Meat, then crumbled 
ſome Bread on a Trencher, and placed it before 
me. I made her 2 low Bow, took out my Knife 
and Fork, and fell to cat, which gave them ex- 
ceeding Delight. The Miftreſs ſent her Maid for 
a ſmall Dram-Cup, which held about two Gal- 
lons, and filled it with Drink ; I took up the Veſ- 
{el with much Difficulty in both Hands, and in a 
molt reſpectful Manner drank to her Ladyſhip's 
Health, expreſſing the Words as loud as I could 
in Exglib, which made the Company laugh fo 
heartily, that I was almoſt deafened with the Noiſe. 
This Liquor taſted like a ſmall Cyder, and was 
not unpleaſant. Ihen the Maſter made me a Sign 
to come to his Trencher- ſide; but as I walked on 
the Table, being in great Surprize all the Time, 
as the indulgent Reader will eafily conceive and 
excuſe, I happened to ſtumble againſt a Cruſt, 
and fell flat on my Face, but received no 1 * 
| got 
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J got up immediately, and obſerving the good 
People to be in much Concern, I took my Hat 
(which I held under my Arm out of good Man- 
ners) and, waying it over my Head, made three 
Huzza's, to ſhew I had got no Miſchief by my 
Fall. But advancing forwards toward my Maiter 
(as I ſhall henceforth call him) his youngeſt Son 
who ſat next him, an arch Boy of about ten Years 
old, took me up by the Legs, and held me ſo 
high in the Air, that I trembled eyery Limb; 
but his Father ſnatched me from him, and at the 
ſame Time gave him ſuch a Box on the left Ear, 
as would have felled an European Troop of Horſe 
to the Earth, ordering him to be taken from the 
Table. But being afraid the Boy might owe me 
- a Spight, and well remembering how miſchievous 
all Children among us naturally are to Sparrows, 
Rabbits, young Kittens, and Puppy-dogs, I fell 
on my Knees, and, pointing to the Boy, made my 
Maſter to underſtand, as well as I could, that I 
deſired his Son might be pardoned. The Father 
complied, and the Lad took his Seat again; 
whereupon I went to him and kiſſed his Hand, 
which my Maſter took, and made him ſtroak me 
gently wm it Fong 

In the midſt of Dinner, my Miſtreſs's favourite 
Cat leapt into her Lap. I heard a Noiſe behind 
me like that of a dozen Stocking-weavers at 
Work ; and, turning my Head, I found it pro- 
ceeded from the Purring of that Animal, who 
ſeemed to be three Times larger than an Ox, as 
I computed by the View of her Head, and one of 
her Paws, while her Miſtreſs was feeding and 
ſtroaking her. The Fierceneſs of this Creature's 
Countenance altogether diſcompoſed me; tho? 


I ſtood at the further End of the Table, o_ 
N ty 
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fifty Feet off; and altho* my Miſtreſs held her 
faſt, for fear ſhe * give a Spring, and ſeize 
me in her Talons. But it happened * was no 
Danger; for the Cat took not the leaſt Notice of 
me, when my Maſter placed me within three 
Yards of her. And as I have been always told, 
and found true by Experience in my Travels, that 
flying or diſcovering Fear, before a fierce Animal, 
is a certain Way to make it purſue or attack you, 
fo I reſolved, in this dangerous JunQure, to ſhew 
no Manner of Concern. 'I walked with Intrepi- 
dity five or ſix Times before the very Head of the 
Cat, and came within half a Yard of her; where 
upon ſhe drew herſelf back, as if ſhe were more 
afraid of me : I had leſs Apprehenfion concerning 
the Dogs, whereof three or four came into the 
Room, as it is uſual in Farmers Houſes; one of 
which was a Maſtiff, equal in Bulk to four Ele- 
phants, and a Greyhound ſomewhat taller than 

the Maſtiff, but not ſo large. | 
When Dinner was almoſt done, the Nurſe came 
in with a Child of a Year old in her Arms, who 
immediately ſpied me, and began a Squall that 
you might have heard from London- Bridge to Chel- 
fea, after the uſual Oratory of Infants to get me for 
a Play-thing. The Mother out of pure Indulgence 
took me up, and put me towards the Child, who 
reſently ſeized me by the Middle, and got my 
ead into his Mouth, where I roared ſo loud that 
the Urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and I 
ſhould infallibly have broke my Neck if the Mo- 
ther had not held her Apron under me. The 
Nurſe to quiet her Babe made uſe ofa Rattle, which 
was a kindof hollow Veſſel filled with great Stones, 
and faſtened by a Cable to the Child's Waſte : But 
all in vain, ſo that ſhe was forced to apply => laſt 
eme- 
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Remedy by giving it Suck. I muſt confeſs no Ob- 
ject ever diſguſted me ſo much as the Sight of her 
monſtrous Breaſt, which I cannot tell what to com- 
| wg with, ſo as to give the curious Reader an I- 

ea of its Bulk, Shape, and Colour. It ſtood pro- 
minent fix Feet, and could not be leſs than ſixteen 
in Circumference. The Nipple was about half 


the Bigneſs of my Head, and the Hue both of that 


and the Dug ſo varified with Spots, Pimples, and 
Freckles, that nothing could appear more nauſeous : 
For I had a near Sight of her, ſhe fitting down the 
more conveniently to give Suck, and I ſtanding on 
the Table. This made me reflect upon the fair Skins 
of our Engl; Ladies, who appear ſo beautiful to 
us, only becauſe they are of our own Size, and 
their Defects not to be ſeen but through a Magni- 
fying-glaſs, where we find by Experiment, that 


the ſmootheſt and whiteſt Skins look rough and 


coarſe, and ill · coloured. 


I remember, when I was at Lilliput, the Com- 


plexions of thoſe diminutive People appeared to 
me the faireſt in the World, and talking upon this 
Subject with a Perſon of Learning there, who was 
an intimate Friend of mine, he ſaid that my Face 
appeared much fairerand ſmoother when he looked 
on me from the Ground, than it did upon a nearer 
View when I took him up in my Hand and brought 
Him cloſe, which he confeſſed was at firſt a very 
ſhocking Sight. He ſaid he could diſcover great 
Holes in my Skin ; that the Stumps of my Beard 
were ten Times ſtronger than the Briſtles of a Boar, 
and my Complexion made up of ſeveral Colours 
| altogether diſagreeable: Altho' I mult beg Leave 
to ſay for myſelf, that I am as fair as molt of my 
Sex and Country, and very little Sun-burnt. by 


Travels. On the other Side, diſcourſing of the 
| | Ladies 
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Ladies in that Emperor's Court, he uſed to tell 
me, one had Freckles, another too wide a Mouth, 
a third too large a Noſe, nothing of which I was 
able to diſtinguiſh. I confeſs, this Reflection was 
obvious enough; which, however, I could not 
forbear, leſt the Reader might think thoſe vaſt 
Creatures were actually deformed: For I muſt do 
them Juſtice to ſay, they are a comely Race of 
People; and particularly the Features of my 
Maſter's Countenance, altho' he were but a Far- 
mer, when I beheld him from the Height of ſixty 
Feet, appeared very well proportioned. 

When Dinner was done, my Maſter went out 
to his Labourers, and, as I could diſcover by his 
Voice and Geſture, gave his Wife a ſtrict Charge 
totake Care of me. I was very much tired, and 
diſpoſed to ſleep, which my Miſtreſs perceiving, 
ſhe pat me on her own Bed, and covered me with 
a Clean white Handkerchief, but larger and coar- 
ſer than the Main-fail of a Man of War. 

I flept about two Hours, and dreamed I was at 
Home with my Wife and Children, which aggra- 
vated my Sorrows when I awaked, and found my- 
ſelf alone in a vaſt Room, between two and three 
hundred Feet wide, and above two hundred high, 
lying in a Bed twenty Yards wide. My Miſtreſs 
was gone about her Houſhold Affairs, and had 
locked me in. The Bed was eight Yards from 
the Floor. Some natural Neceſſities required me 
to get down; I durſt not preſume to call, and, if I 
had, it would have been in vain, with ſuch a 
Voice as mine, at ſo great a Diſtance as from the 
Room where I lay to the Kitchen where the Fa- 
mily kept. While I was under theſe Circumſtan- 
ces, two Rats crept up the Curtains, and ran 
ſmelling backwards and forwards on the Bed. One 
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of them came up almoſt to my Face, hereupon 
I roſe in a Fright, and drew out my Hanger to de- 
fend myſelf. Theſe horrible Animals had the 
Boldneſs to attack me on both Sides, and one of 
them held his Fore-feet at my Collar ; but I had 
the good Fortune to rip up his Belly, before he 
could do me any Miſchief. He fell down at my 
Feet, and the other, ſeeing the Fate of his Com- 
rade, made his Eſcape, but not without one good 
Wound on the Back, which I gave him as he 
fled, and made the Blood run trickling from him. 
After this Exploit, I walked gently to and fro on 
the Bed, to recover my Breath, and Loſs of Spi- 
rits. Theſe Creatures were of the Size of a large 
Maſtiff, but infinitely more nimble and fierce, fo 
that, if I had taken of my Belt before I went to 
ſleep, I muſt have infallibly been torn to Pieces 
and. devoured. I meaſured the Tail of the dead 
Rat, and found it to be two Yards long, wanting 
an Inch; but it went againſt my Stomach to drag 
the Carcaſs off the Bed, where it lay {till bleed- 
ing; I obſerved it had yet ſome Life, but, with a 
ſtrong Slaſh croſs the Neck, I thoroughly diſ- 
patched it. | : 
. Soon after, my Miſtreſs came into the Room, 
who, ſeeing me all bloody, ran and took me u 
in her Hand. I pointed to the dead Rat, ſmiling, 
and making other Signs, to ſhew I was not hurt, 
whereat ſhe was extremely rejoiced, calling the 
Maid to take up the dead Rit with a Pair of 
Tongs, and throw it out of the Window, Then ſhe 
ſet me on a Table, where I ſhewed her my Hanger 
all bloody, and, wiping it on the Lappet of my 
Coat, returned it to the Scabbard. I was preſſed 
to do more than one Thing, which another could 
not do for me, and therefore endeavoured to make 


my 
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my Miſtreſs underſtand that I deſired to be ſet 
down on the Floor; which after ſhe had done, 
my Baſhfulneſs would not ſuffer me to expreſs 
myſelf farther, than by pointing to the Door, and 
bowing ſeveral Times. The good Woman, with 
much Difficulty, at laſt perceived what I would 
be at, and, taking me up again in her Hand, 
walked into the Garden, where ſhe ſet me down. 
I went on one Side, about two hundred Yards, 
and, beckoning to her not to look or to follow me; 
I hid myſelf between Leaves of Sorrel, and there 
diſcharged the Neceſſities of Nature. | 
I hope the gentle Reader will excuſe me for 
dwelling on theſe and the like Particulars, which, 
however inſignificant they may appear to grovel- 
ling vulgar Minds, yet will certainly help a Phi- 
loſopher to enlarge his Thoughts and Imagination, 
and to apply them to a Benefit of public as well as 
private Life, which was my ſole Deſign in pre- 
ſenting this and other Accounts of my Travels to 
the World ; wherein I have been chiefly ſtudious 
of Truth, without affecting any Ornaments of 
Learning or of Style. But the whole Scene of this 
Voyage made ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion on my 
Mind, and is ſo deeply fixed in my Memory, that, 
in committing it to Paper, I did not omit one ma- 
terial Circumitance : However, upon a ſtrict Re- 
view, I blotted out ſeveral Paſſages of leſs Mo- 
ment which were in my firſt Copy, for fear of 
being cenſured as tedious and trifling, whereof 
Travellers are often, perhaps not without Juſtice, 
accuſed. 2 
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. CHAP. II. 
A Deſcription of the Farmer's Daughter. The 
Author carried to a Market-Town, and then 
to the Metropolis, The Particulars of his 
Fourney, | ; 


Y Miſtreſs had a Daughter of nine Years 
old, a Child of towardly Parts for her Age, 
very dexterous at her Needle, and skilful in dreſ- 
{ing her Baby. Her Mother and ſhe contrived to 
fit up the Baby's Cradle for me againſt Night: 
The Cradle was put into a ſmall Drawer placed 
upon a Hanging ſhelf, for Fear of the Rats. This 
was my Bed all the Time I ſtayed with thoſe Peo- 
ple, tho” made more convenient by Degrees, as I 
began to learn their Language, and make my 
Wants known. This young Girl was ſo handy, 
that, after I had once or twice pulled off my 
Cloaths before her, ſhe was able to dreſs and un- 
dreſs me, though I never gave her that Trouble, 
when ſhe would let me do either myſelf. She 
made me ſeven Shirts, and ſome other Linnen, of 
as fine Cloth as could be got, which, indeed, was 
coarſer than Sackcloth ; and theſe ſhe conſtantly 
waſhed for me with her own Hands. She was 
' likewiſe my School-miſtreſs to teach me the Lan- 
guage: When I pointed to any Thing, ſhe told 
me the Name of it in her own Tongue, ſo that, in 
few Days, I was able to call for whatever I had 
a Mind to. She was very good-natured, and not 
above forty Feet high, being little for her Age. 
She gave me the Name of Gri/drig, which the 
Family took up, and afterwards the whole King- 
dom. The Word imports, what the Latzirs call 
| II Nanun- 
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Nanunculus, the Tralians Homunceletino, and the 
Eng liſo Mannikin. To her I chiefly owe my Pre- 


ſervation in that Country: We never parted while 


I was there, I called her my Glumdalclitch, or lit- 
tle Nurſe : And ſhould be guilty of great Ingra- 
titude, if I omitted this honourable Mention of 
her Care and Affection towards me, which 1 
heartily wiſh it lay in my Power to requite as ſhe 
deſerves, inſtead of being the innocent, but un- 
happy Inſtrument of her Diſgrace, as I have too 
much Reaſon to fear. 

It now began to be known and talked of in the 
Neighbourhood, that my Maſter had found a 
ſtrange Animal in the Field, about the Bigneſs of 
a Splacknuck, but exactly ſhaped in every Part like 
a human Creature ; which it likewiſe imitated in 
all its Actions; ſeemed to ſpeak in a little Lan- 
guage of its own, had already learned ſeveral Words 
of theirs, went erect upon two Legs, was tame and 
gentle, would come when it was called, do what- 
ever he was bid, had the fineſt Limbs in the World, 
anda Complexion fairer than a Nobleman's Daugh- 
ter of three Years old. Another Farmer, who 
lived hard by, and was a particular Friend of my 
Maſter, came on a Viſit on Purpoſe to enquire in- 
to the Truth of this Story. I was immediately 
produced, and placed upon a Table, where I walk- 
ed as I was commanded, drew my Hanger, put it 
up again, made my Reverence to my Maſter's 
Gueſt, asked him in his own Language how he 
did, and told him he was welcome, juſt as my lit- 
tle Nurſe had inſtruted me. This Man, who 
was old and dim-ſighted, put on his Spectacles to 
behold me better, at which I could not forbear 
laughing very heartily, for his Eyes appeared like 
the Full-Moon ſhining into a Chamber at two 

| | Windows, 
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Windows. Our People, who diſcovered the Cauſe 
of my Mirth, bore me Company in laughing, at 
which the Old Fellow was Fool enough to be an- 
gry and out of Countenance. He had the Cha- 
racter of a great Miſer, and, to my Misfortune, 
he well deſerved it, by the curſed Advice he 
gave my Maſter to ſhew me as a Sight upon a 
Market-Day in the next Town, which was half 
an Hour's Riding, about two and twenty Miles 
from our Houſe. I gueſſed there was ſome Miſ- 
chief contriving, when I obſerved my Maſter and 
his Friend whiſpering long together, ſometimes 
3 at me; and my Fears made me fancy that 

overheard and underſtood ſome of their Words. 
But, the next Morning, G/umdalclitch, my little 
Nurſe, told me the whole Matter, which ſhe had 
cunningly picked out from her Mother. The poor 
Girl laid me on her Boſom, and fell a weeping 
with Shame and Grief. She apprehended ſome 
Miſchief would happen to me from rude vulgar 
Folks, who might ſqueeſe me to Death, or break 
one of my Limbs, by taking me in their Hands. 
She had alſo obſerved how modeft I was in my 
Nature, how nicely I regarded my Honour, - and 
what an Indignity I ſhould conceive it to be ex- 
poſed for Money as a public Spectacle to the 
meaneſt of the People. She ſaid, her Pape and 
Mamma had promiſed that Gri/drig ſhouid be 
| hers, but now ſhe found they meant to ſerve her 
as they did- laſt Year, when they pretended to 
give her a Lamb, and yet, as ſoon as it was fat, 
fold it to a Butcher, For my own Part, I may 
truly affirm, that J was leſs concerned than my 
Nurſe. I had a ſtrong Hope, which never left 
me, that I ſhould one Day recover my Liberty ; 


and as to the Ignominy of being carried about for 
E a Mon— 
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Nanunculus, the Iralians Homunceletino, and the 
Englio Mannikin, To her I chiefly owe my Pre- 
ſervation in that Country : We never parted while 
I was there, I called her my Glumdalclitch, or lit- 
tle Nurſe : And ſhould be guilty of great Ingra- 
titude, if I omitted this honourable Mention of 
her Care and Affection towards me, which 1 
heartily wiſh it lay in my Power to requite as ſhe 
deſerves, inſtead of being the innocent, but un- 
happy Inſtrument of her Diane, as J have too 
much Reaſon to fear. 
It now began to be known and talked of in the 
Neighbourhood, that my Maſter had found a 
ſtrange Animal in the Field, about the Bigneſs of 
a Splacknuck, but exactly ſhaped in every Part like 
a human Creature ; which it likewiſe imitated. in 
all its Actions; ſeemed to ſpeak in a little Lan- 
guage of it: own, had already learned ſeveral Words 
of theirs, went erect upon two Legs, was tame and 
gentle, would come when it was called, do what- 
ever he was bid, had the fineſt Limbs in the World, 
anda Complexion fairer than a Nobleman's Daugh- 
ter of three Years old. Another Farmer, who 
lived hard by, and was a particular Friend of my 
Maſter, came on a Viſit on Purpoſe to enquire in- 
to the Truth of this Story. I was immediately 
produced, and placed upon a Table, where I walk- 
ed as I was commanded, drew my Hanger, put it 
vp again, made my Reverence to my Maſter's 
Gueſt, asked him in his own Language how he 
did, and told him he was welcome, juſt as my lit- 
tle Nurſe had inſtructed me. This Man, who 
was old and dim-ſighted, put on his Spectacles to 
beho!d me better, at which I could not forbear 
laughing very heartily, for his Eyes appeared like 
the Full- Moon ſhining into a Chamber at two 
Windows. 
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Windows. Our People, who diſcovered the Cauſe 
of my Mirth, bore me Company in laughing, at 
which the Old Fellow was Fool enough to be an- 
gry and out of Countenance. He had the Cha- 
racter of a great Miſer, and, to my Misfortune, 
he well deſerved it, by the curſed Advice he 
gave my Maſter to ſhew me as a Sight upon a 
Market-Day in the next Town, which was half 
an Hour's Riding, about two and twenty Miles 
from our Houſe. I gueſſed there was ſome Miſ- 
chief contriving, when I obſerved my Maſter and 
his Friend whiſpering long together, ſometimes 
5 at me; and my Fears made me fancy that 
overheard and underſtood ſome of their Words. 
But, the next Morning, Glumdalclitcb, my little 
Nurſe, told me the whole Matter, which ſhe had 
cunningly picked out from her Mother. The poor 
Girl laid me on her Boſom, and fell a weeping 
with Shame and Grief. She apprehended ſome 
Miſchief would happen to me 22 rude vulgar 
Folks, who might ſqueeſe me to Death, or break 
one of my Limbs, by taking me in their Hands. 
She had alſo obſerved how modeſt I was in my 
Nature, how nicely I regarded my Honour, and 
what an Indignity I ſhould conceive it to be ex- 
poſed for Money as a public Spectacle to the 
meaneſt of the People. She ſaid, her Pape and 
Mamma had promiſed that Gri/drig ſhouid be 
hers, but now ſhe found they meant to ſerve her 
as they did- laſt Year, when they pretended to 
give her a Lamb, and yet, as ſoon as it was fat, 
fold it to a Butcher, For my own Part, I may 
truly affirm, that 1 was leſs concerned than my 
Nurſe. I had a ſtrong Hope, which never left 
me, that I ſhould one Day recover my Liberty; 
and as to the Ignominy of being carried about for 
| H 2 a Mon- 
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a Monſter, I confidered myſelf to be a perfect 
Stranger in the Country, and that ſuch a Misfor- 
tune could never be charged upon me as a Re- 
proach, if ever I ſhould return to England ; ſince 
the King of Great-Britain himſelf, in my Con- 
dition, muſt have undergone the ſame Diſtreſs, 
My Maſter, purſuant to the Advice of his 
Friend, carried me in a Box the next Market- 
day to the neighbouring Town, and took along 
with him his little Daughter, my Nurſe, upon 
a Pillion - behind him. The Box was cloſe on 
every Side, with a little Door for me to go in and 
out, and a few Gimlet-holes to let in Air. Fhe 
Girl had been ſo careful to put the Quilt of her 
Baby's Bed into it, for me to lie down on. How- 
ever, I was terribly ſhaken and diſcompoſed in 
this Journey, tho' it were but of half an Hour. 


For the Horſe went about forty Feet at every Step, 


and trotted ſo high, that the Agitation was equal 
to the riſing and falling of a Ship in a great Storm, 
but much more frequent : Our Journey was ſome- 


what farther than from London to St. Alban's. My 
: Maſter alighted at an Inn which he uſed to fre- 


quent ; and after conſulting a while with the Inn- 
keeper, and making ſome neceſſary Preparations, 
he hired the Gra/trud or Crier to give Notice thro” 


the Town of a ſtrange Creature to be ſeen at the 


Sign of the Green Eagle, not ſo big as a Splacnuck (an 
Animal in that Country very finely ſhaped, about 
ſix Feet long) and in every Part of the Body reſem- 
bling an human Creature, could ſpeak ſeveral . 
Words, and perform an hundred diverting Tricks. 

I was placed upon a Table in the largeſt Room 
of the Inn, which might be near three hundred 
Feet tquare. My little Nurſe ſtood on a low Stool 
cloſe to the Table, to take Care of me, and direct 


what 
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what I ſhould do. My Maſter, to avoid a Croud, 
would ſuffer only thirty People at a Time to ſee 
me. I walked about on the Table as the Girl 
- commanded : She asked me Queſtions, as far as 
the knew my Underſtanding of the Language 


N reached, and I anſwered them as loud as I 


could. I turned about ſeveral Times to the 
Company, paid my humble Reſpects, ſaid they 
were welcome, and uſed ſome other Speeches I 
had been taught. I took up a Thimble filled with 
Liquor, which G/umaalclitch had given me for a 
Cup, and drank their Health. I drew out my 
Hanger, and flouriſhed with it after the Manner 
of Fencers in England. My Nurſe gave me Part 
of a Straw, which I exerciſed as a Pike, having 
learned the Art in my Youth. I was that Day 
ſhewn to twelve Setts of Company, and as often 
forced to go over again the ſame Fopperies, till I 
was half dead with Wearineſs and Vexation. For 
thoſe who had ſeen me made ſuch wonderful Re- 
ports, that the People were ready to break down 
the Doors to come in. My Maſter, for his own 
Intereſt, would not ſuffer any one to touch me ex- 
cept my Nurſe ; and, to prevent Danger, Benches 
were ſet round the Table at ſuch a Diſtance as to 
put me out of every Body's Reach. However, an 
unluckly School-Boy aimed a Hazel-Nut directly 

at my Head, which very narrowly miſted me; 
otherwiſe, it came with ſo much Violence that it 
would have infallibly knocked out my Brains, for 
it was almoſt as Jarge as a ſmall Pumpion : But I 
had the Satisfaction to ſee the young Rogue well 
beaten, and turned out of the Room. | 
My Maſter gave public Notice, that he would 
ſhew me again the next Market-Day, and in the 
mean Time he prepared a more convenient Vehi- 
cle for me, which he had Reaſon enough to do; 
0 3 for 
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for I was fo tired with my firft Journey, and with 
entertaining Company for eight Hours together, 
that I could hardly ſtand upon my Legs, or ſpeak 
a Word. It was at leaſt three Days before I reco- 
vered my Strength; and that I might have no Reſt 
at Home, all the neighbouring Gentlemen from a 
hundred Miles round, hearing of my Fame, came 
to ſee me at my Maſter's own Houſe. There 
could not be fewer than thirty Perſons with their 
Wives and Children (for the Country is very po- 
pulous ;) and my Maſter demanded the Rate of a 
full Room whenever he ſhewed me at Home, al- 
though it were only to a fingle Family : So that 
for — Time I had but little Eaſe every Day of 
the Week (except N edneſday, which is their Sab- 
bath) although I were not carried to the Town. 
My Maſter, finding how profitable J was like 
to be, reſolved to carry me to the moſt conſidera - 


ble Cities of the Kingdom. Having therefore pro- 


vided himſelf with all Things neceſſary for a lon 
Journey, and ſettled his Affairs at Home, he — 
Leave of his Wife, and upon the 17th of Auguſt 
1703, about two Months after my Arrival, we 
ſet out for the Metropolis, fituated near the Mid- 
dle of that Empire, and about three thouſand 
Miles Diſtance from our Houſe: My Maſter made 


his Daughter Glumdalclitch ride behind him. She 


carried me on her Lap in a Box tied about her 
Waſte. The Girl had lined it on all Sides with 
the ſofteſt Cloth ſhe could get, well quilted under- 


neath, furniſhed it with her Baby's Bed, provided 


me with Linnen and other Neceſſaries, and made 
every Thing as convenient as ſne could. We had 


no other Company but a Boy of the Houſe, who 
rode after us with the Luggage. 
My 
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My Maſter's Deſign was to ſhew me in all the 
Towns by the Way, and to ſtep out of the Road 
for fifty or an hundred Miles, to any Village, or 
Perſon of Quality's Houſe, where he might expect 
_ Cuſtom. We made eaſy Journies of not above 
ſeven or eightſcore Miles a Day: For Glumdal- 
clitch, on Purpoſe to ſpare me, complained ſhe 
was tired with the Trotting of the Horſe. She of- 
ten took me out of my Box, at my own Deſire, to 
give me Air, and ſhew me the Country, but al- 
ways held me faſt by a Leading-ſtring. We paſ- 
ſed over five or ſix Rivers, many Degrees broader 
and deeper than the Mie, or the Ganges; and 
there was hardly a Rivulet ſo ſmall as the Thames 
at London- Bridge. We were ten Weeks in our 
Journey, and I was ſhewn in eighteen large 
Towns, beſides many Villages and private Fa- 
milies. 
On the 26th Day of Oœseber, we arrived at the 
Metropolis, called in their Language Lorbrulgrud, 
or Pride of the Univerſe. My Maſter took a 
| Le in the principal Street of the City, not 
far from the Royal Palace, and put out Bills in 
the uſual Form, containing an exact Deſcription 
of my Perſon and Parts. He hired a large Room, 
between three and four hundred Feet wide. He 
provided a Table fixty Feet in Diameter, upon 
which I was to act my Part, and palliſadoed it 
round three Feet from the Edge, and as many 
high, to prevent my falling over. I was ſhewn 
ten Times a Day, to the Wonder and Satisfaction 
of all People. I could now ſpeak the Language 
tolerably well, and perfectly underſtood every 
Word that was ſpoken to me. Beſides, I had 
learned their Alphabet, and could make a Shift to 
explain a Sentence here and there; for G/amaal- 
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«litch had been my Inſtructor while we were at 
Home, and at leiſure Hours during our Journey. 
She carried a little Book in her Pocket, not much 
larger than a Sanſen's Atlas; it was a common 
Treatiſe for the Uſe of young Girls, giving a ſhort 
Account of their Religion ; out of this ſhe taught 
me my Letters, and na the Words, 


CH A. P. 11 | 
The Author ſent for to Court. The Queen buys 
him of his Maſter the Farmer, and preſents 
him to the King. Fe diſputes with his Ma- 
jeſiy's great Scholars. An Apartment at Court 
provided for the Author. He is in high Fa- 
our with the Ducen, He ſtands up for the 
Honour of his own C ountry. His Ruarrels 
with the Queen's Dwarf. 


HE frequent Labours I underwent, every 
Day, made in few Weeks a very conſide- 
rable Change in my Health: The more my Ma- 
ſter got by me, the more inſatiable he grew. I 
had quite loſt my Stomach, and was almoſt re- 
duce to a Skeleton. The Farmer obſerved it, 
and, concluding I muſt ſoon die, reſolved to make 
as good a Hand of me as he could. While he was 
thus reaſoning and reſolving with himſelf, a S/ar- 
dral, or Gentleman-Uſher, came from Court, 
commanding my Maiter to carry me immediately 
thither, for the Diverſion of the Queen and her 
Ladies. Some of the latter had already been to 
| ſee me, and reported ſtrange Things of mv Beau- 
ty, Behaviour, and good- Senſe, Her Majeſty, 
and thoſe who attended her, were beyond _ 
ure 
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ſure delighted with my Demeanour, I fell on my 
Knees, and begged the Honour of kiſſing her 
Imperial Foot; but this gracious Princeſs held out 
her little Finger towards me (after I was ſet on a 
Table) which I embraced in both my Arms, and 
pu the Tip of it, with the utmoſt Reſpect, tomy 
ips. She made me ſome peneral Queſtions a- 
bout my Country, and my Travels, which I an- 
ſwered as diſtinatly, and in as few Words as I 
could. She asked whether I would be content to 
live at Court. I bowed down to the Board of the 
Table, and humbly anſwered that I was my Ma- 
ſter's Slave; but, if I were at my own Diſpoſal, I 
ſhould be proud to devote my Life to her Majeſty's 
Service. She then asked my Maſter whether he 
were willing to ſell me at a good Price. He, who 
apprehended I could not live a Month, was ready 
enough to part with me, and demanded a thouſand 
Pieces of Gold, which were ordered him on the 
Spot, each Piece being about the Bigneſs of eight 
hundred Moydores; but, allowing for the Pro- 
portion of all Things between that Country and 
Europe, and the high Price of Gold among them, 
was hardly ſo great a Sum as a thouſand Gui- 
neas would be in Exgland. I then ſaid to the 
Queen, ſince I was now her Majeſty's moſt hum- 
ble Creature and Vaſſal, I muſt beg the Favour, 
that G/umdalclitch, who had always tended me 
with ſo much Care and Kindneſs, and underſtood 
to do it ſo well, might be admitted into her Ser- 
vice, and continue to be my Nurſe and Inſtructor. 
Her Majelty agreed to my Petition, and eaſily got 
the Farmer's Conſent, who was glad enough to 
have his Daughter preferred at Court : And the 
poor Girl herſelf was not able to hide her Joy: 
My late Malter withdrew, bidding me — 
| i 
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and ſaying he had left me in a good Service; to 
which I replied not a Word, only making him a 
{ſlight Bow. _ L 

The Queen obſerved my Coldneſs, and, when 
the Farmer was gone out of the Apartment, asked 
me the Reaſon. I made bold to tell her Majeſty, 
that I owed no other Obligation to my late Maſter, 
than his not daſhing out the Brains of a poor 
harmleſs Creature found by Chance in his Field; 
which Obligation was amply recompenſed by the 
Gain he had made in ſhewing me through half 
the Kingdom, and the Price he had now ſold me 
for. That the Life IJ had ſince led, was laborious 
enough to kill an Animal of ten Times my 
Strength. That my Health was much impaired 
by the continual Drudgery of entertaining the 
Rabble every Hour of the Day, and that, if my 
Maſter had not thought my Life in Danger, her 
Majeſty would not have got ſo cheap a Bargain. 
But as I was out of all Fear of being ill treated un- 
der the Protection of ſo great and good an Empreſs, 
the Ornament of Nature, the Darling of the 
World, the Delight of her Subjects, the Phoenix 
of the Creation ; ſo, I hoped my late Maſter's 
Apprehenſions would appear to be groundleſs, for 
I already found my Spirits to revive by the Influ- 
ence of her moſt auguſt Preſence. 

This was the Sum of my Speech, delivered with 
great Improprieties and Heſitation; the latter Part 
was altogether framed in the Style peculiar to that 
People, whereof I learned ſome Phraſes from Glum- 
dalclitch, while ſhe was carrying me to Court. 

The Queen, giving great Allowance for my 
Defectiveneſs in ſpeaking, was however ſurpriſed 
at ſo much Wit and good Senſe in ſo diminutive 
an Animal. She took me in her own Hands, _ 

| Carrie 
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carried me to the King, who was then retired to 
his Cabinet. His Majeſty, a Prince of much Gra- 
vity, and auſtere Countenance, not well obſerving 
my Shape at firſt View, asked the Queen after a 
cold Manner, how long it was ſince ſne grew fond 
of a Splacnuck ; for ſuch it ſeems he took to be, 
as I lay upon my Breaſt in her Majeſty's right 
Hand. But this Princeſs, who hath an infinite 
deal of Wit and Humour, ſet me gently on my 
Feet upon the Scrutore, and commanded me to 
give his Majeſty an Account of myſelf, which L 
did in a very few Words; and Glumdalclitch, 
who attended at the Cabinet- Door, and could not 
endure I ſhould be out of her Sight, being ad- 
mitted, confirmed all that had paſſed from my 
Arrival at her Father's Houſe. | 
The King, although he be as learned a Perſon 
as any in his Dominions, had been educated in 
the Study of Philoſophy, and particularly Mathe- 
matics ; yet when he obſerved my Shape exactly, 
and ſaw me walk erect, before I began to ſpeak, 
conceived I might be a Piece of Clock-work 
(which 1s in that Country arrived to a very great 
Perfection) contrived by ſome ingenious Artiſt. But 
when he heard my Voice, and found what I deli- 
vered to be regular and rational, he could not con- 
ceal his Aſtoniſhment. He was by no Means ſa- 
tisfied-with the Relation I gave him of the Man- 
ner I came into his Kingdom, but thought it a 
Story concerted between Glumdaleliteh and her Fa- 
ther, who had taught me a Sett of Words to make 
me ſell at a better Price. Upon this Imagina- 
tion he put ſeveral other Queſtions to me, and ſtill 
received rational Anſwers, no otherwiſe defec- 
tive, than by a foreign Accent, and an imperfe& 
Knowledge in the Language, with ſome ruſtic 
E | Fa 
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Phraſes which I had learned at the Farmer's Houſe, 
and did not ſuit the polite Style of a Court. . 

His Majeſty ſent for three great Scholars who 
were then in their weekly Waiting, according to 
the Cuſtom in that Country. Theſe Gentlemen, 

after they had a while examined my Shape with 
much Nicety, were of different Opinions concern- 
ing me. They all agreed that I could not be pro- 
duced according to the regular Laws of Nature, 
becauſe I was not framed with a Capacity of pre- 
ſerving my Lite, either by Swifinefs, or Climb- 
ing of Trees, or Digging Holes in the Earth. 
They obſerved by my Teeth, which they view- 
ed with great Exactneſs, that I was a carnivorous - 
Animal; yet moſt Quadrupeds being an Over- 
match for me, and Field-mice, with ſome others, 
too nimble, they could not imagine how I ſhould 
be able to ſupport myſelf, unleſs I fed upon Snails 
and other Inſects, which they offered, by many 
learned Arguments, to evince that I could not 
poſſibly do. One of theſe Virtuoſ ſeemed to think 
that I might be an Embryo, or abortive Birth. 
But this Opinion was rejected by the other two, 
who obſerved my Limbs to be perfect and finiſn- 
ed, and that I had lived ſeveral Years, as it was 
manifeſt from my Beard, the Stumps whereof 
they plainly diſcovered through a Magnifying- 
glaſs. They would not allow me to be a Dwarf, 
becauſe my Littleneſs was beyond all Degrees of 
Compariſon ; for the Queen's favourite Dwarf, 
the ſmalleſt ever known in that Kingdom, was 
near thirty Feet high. After much Debate, they 
concluded unanimouſly that I was only Nelplum 
Sealcath, which is interpreted literally, Zufaus 
Nature ;; a Determination exactly agreeable to 
the modern Philoſophy of Europe, whole Profeſ- 
ſors, diſdaining the old Evaſion of occult _ 
| h WACTC - 
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whereby the Followers of 4-;/or/e endeavoured in 
vain to diſguiſe their Ignorance, have invented 
this wonderful Solution of all Difficulties, to the 
unſpeakable Advancement of human Knowledge. 
After this deciſive Concluſion, I entreated to be 
heard a Word or two. I applied myſelf to the 
King, and aſſured His Majeſty that I came from 
a Country which abounded with ſeveral Millions 
of both Sexes, and of my own Stature ; where 
the Animals, Trees, and Houſes were all in Pro- 
portion, and where by Conſequence I might be as 
able to defend myſelf, and to find Suſtenance, as. 
any of his Majeſty's Subjects could do here; which 
I took for a full Anſwer to thoſe Gentlemens Ar- 
guments. To this they only replied with a Smile 
of Contempt, ſaying, That the Farmer had in- 
ſtructed me very well in my Leſſon, The King, 
who had a much better Underſtanding, diſmiſ- 
ſing his learned Men, ſent for the Farmer, who 
by good Fortune was not yet gone out of Town : 
Having therefore firſt examined him privately, 
and then confronted him with me and the young 
Girl, his Majeſty began to think that what we told 
him might poſſibly be true. He deſired the Queen 
to order that a particular Care ſhould be taken of 
me, and was of Opinion, that Glumdalclitch 
ſhould ſtill continue in her Office of tending me, 
. becauſe he obſerved we had a great Affection for 
each other. A convenient Apartment was pro- 
vided for her at Court; ſhe had a Sort of Gover- 
neſs appointed to take Care of her Education, a 
Maid to dreſs her, and two other Servants for 
menial Offices; but the Care of me was wholly 
appropriated to herſelf. The Queen cemmanded 
her own Cabinet-maker to contrive a Box that 
might ſerve me for a Bed-chamber, after the Mo- 
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del that Glumdalclitch and I ſhould agree upon. 
This Man was a moſt ingenious Artiſt, and, ac- 
cording to my Directions, in three Weeks finiſh- 
ed for me a wooden Chamber of fixteen Feet 
ſquare, and twelve high, with Saſh-windows, a 
Door, and two Cloſets, like a London Bed: cham- 
ber. The Board, that made the Cieling, was to 
be lifted up and down by two Hinges, to put in a 
Bed ready furniſhed by her Majeſty's Upholſterer, 
which Glumdalclitich took out every Day to Air, 
made it with her own Hands, an 24 — it down 
at Night, locked up the Roof over me A nice 
Workman, who was famous for little Curioſities, 
undertook to make me two Chairs, with Backs 
and Frames, of a Subſtance not unlike Ivory, and 
two Tables, with a Cabinet to put my Things in. 
The Room was quilted on all Sides, as well as the 
Floor and the Cieling, to prevent any Accident 
from the Careleſneſs of thoſe who carried me, 
and to break the Force of a Jolt when I went in 
a Coach. I deſired a Lock for my Door, to pre- 
vent Rats and Mice from coming in : The Smith, 
after ſeveral Attempts, made the ſmalleſt that e- 
ver was ſeen among them, for 1 have known a 
Jarger at the Gate of a Gentleman's Houſe in 
England. I made a Shift to keep the Key in a 
Pocket of my own, fearing Glumdalclitch might 
loſe it. The Queen likewite ordered the thinneſt 
Silks that could be gotten, to make me Cloaths, 
not much thicker than an Engl; Blanket, very 
cumberſome, till I was accuſtomed to them. They 
were after the Faſhion of the Kingdom, partly re- 
ſembling the Perfian, and partly the Chine/+, and 
are a very grave and decent Habit. | 
The Queen became ſo fond of my Company, 
that ſhe could not dine without me. I had a - 
| le 
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ble placed upon the ſame at which her Majeſty 
eat, juſt at her left Elbow, and a Chair to ſit on. 
Glumdalcliteb ſtood on a Stool on the Floor, near 
my Table, to aſſiſt and take Care of me. I had 
an entire Sett of Silver Diſhes and Plates, and o- 
ther Neceſſaries, which, in Proportion to thoſe 
of the Queen's, were not much bigger than what 
I have ſeen of the ſame Kind in a London Toy- 
ſhop, for the Furniture of a Baby-houſe : Theſe 
my little Nurſe kept in her Pocket, in a filver 
Box, and gave me at Meals as I wanted them, al- 
ways cleaning them herſelf, No Perſon dined 
with the Queen but the two Princeſſes Royal, the 
elder fixteen Years old, and the younger at that 
Time thirteen and a Month. Her Majeſty uſed 
to put a Bit of Meat upon one of my Diſhes, out 
of which I carved for myſelf ; and her Diverſion 
was to ſee me eat in Miniature. For the Queen 
(ho had, indeed, but a weak Stomach) took up, 
at one Mouthful, as much as a dozen Exgliſb Far- 
mers could eat at a Meal, which, to me, was for 
ſome Time a very nauſeous Sight. She would 
craunch the Wing of a Lark, Bones and all, be- 
tween her Teeth, altho} it were nine Times as 
large as that of a full grown Turkey; and put a 
'Bit of Bread in her Mouth, as big as two twelve- 
penny Loaves. She drank out of a golden Cup, 
above a Hogſhead at a Draught. Her Knives 
were twice as long as a Scythe, ſet ſtrait upon the 
Handle. The Spoons, Forks, and other Inſtru- 
ments, were all in the ſame Proportion. I re- 
member, when Glumdalc/itch carried me out of 
Curioſity to ſee ſome of the Tables at Court, 
where ten or a dozen of theſe enormous Knives 
and Forks were lifted up together, I thought I 
had never, till then, beheld ſo terrible a Sight. 


It 


rene 

It is the Cuſtom, that every Wedneſday 
(which, as I have before obſerved, was their 
Sabbath) the King and Queen, with the Royal Iſ- 
ſue of both Sexes, dine together in the Apartment 
of his Majeſty, to whom I was now become a 
great Favourite ; and at theſe Times my little 
Chair and Table were placed at his left Hand, 
before one of the Salt-cellars. This Prince took 
a Pleaſure in converſing with me, enquiring into 
the Manners, Religion, Laws, Government, and 
Learning of Europe ; wherein I gave him the beſt 
Account I was able. His Apprehenſion was ſo 
clear, and his Judgment ſo exact, that he made 
very wiſe Reflections and Obſervations upon all L 
ſaid. But I confeſs, that after I had been a little 
too copious in Talking of my own beloved Coun- 
ty, of our Trade, and Wars by Sea and Land, of 
our Schiſms in Religion, and Parties in the State; 
the Prejudices of his Education prevailed ſo far, 
that he could not forbear taking me up in his right 
Hand, and ftroaking me gently wth the other, 
after an hearty Fit of Laughing, asked me, Whe- 
ther I was a Vhig or Tory? Then turning to his 
_ firſt Miniſter, who waited behind him with a 
whice Staff, near as tall as the Main-maſt of the 
Royal-Sxweraign, he obſerved how contemptible a 
Thing was human Grandeur, which could be mi- 
micked by ſuch diminutive Inſects as I : And yet, 
ſays he, I dare engage, theſe Creatures have their 
Titles and Diſtinctions of Honour, they contrive 
little Neſts and Burrows, that they call Houſes and 
Cities ; they make a Figure in Dreſs and Equi- 
page; they love, they tight, they diſpute, they 
cheat, they betray. And thus he continued on, 
while my Colour came and went ſeveral Times, 
with Indignation, to hear our noble Country, the 
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Miſtreſs of Arts and Arms, the Scourge of France, 
the Arbitreſs of Europe, the Seat of Virtue, Piety, 
Honour, and Truth, the Pride and Envy of the 
World, ſo contemptuouſly treated. x 
But as I was not in a Condition- tb reſent Inju- 

ries, ſo, upon mature Thoughts, I began to doubt 
whether I was injured or no. For, after havin 
been accuſtomed ſeveral Months to the Sight — 
Converſe of this People, and obſerved every Ob- 

ject upon which I caſt mine Eyes, to be of pro- 
portionable Magnitude, the Horror I had at firſt 
conceived, from their Bulk and Aſpect, was ſo far 
worn off, that if I had then beheld a Company of 
Engliſh Lords and Ladies in their Finery, and 
Birth-day Cloaths, acting their ſeveral Parts in 
the moſt courtly Manner, of ſtrutting, and bow- 
ing, and prating ; to ſay the Truth, I ſhould have 
been ſtrongly tempted to laugh as much at them, 
as the King and his Grandees did at me. Neither, 
indeed, could I forbear ſmiling at myſelf, when 
the Queen uſed to place me upon her Hand to- 
wards a Looking-glaſs, by which both our Perſons 

before me in full View together; and 

there. could nothing be more ridiculous than the 
Compariſon : So [that I really began to imagine 
myſelf dwindled many Degrees below my uſual 
Size. 

Nothing angered and mortified me ſo much as 
the Queen's Dwarf, who being of the loweſt Sta- 
ture that was ever in that Country (for I verily 
think he was not full thirty Feet high) became 
inſolent at ſeeing a Creature ſo much beneath him, 
that he would always affect to ſwagger and look 
big as he paſſed by me in the Queen's Anti- 
chamber, while I was ſtanding on ſome Table 
talking wich the Lords or * of the Court, _ 
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he ſeldom failed of a ſmart Word or two upon my 
Littleneſs; againſt which I could only revenge 
myſelf” by calling him Brother, challenging him 
to wreſtle, and ſuch Repartees as are uſual in 
the Mouths of Caurt Pages. One Day, at Dinner, 
this malicious little Cubb was ſo nettled. with 
ſomething I had ſaid to him, that, raiſing himſelf 
upon the Frame of her Majeſty's Chair, he took 
me up by the Middle, as I was fitting down, not 
thinking any Harm, and let me drop into a large 
filver Bowl of Cream, and then ran away as faſt 
as he could. I fell over Head and Ears, and, if I 
had not been a good Swimmer, it might have 
gone very hard with me; tor Glumdalclitch, in 
that Inſtant, happened to be at the other End of 
the Room, and the Queen was in ſuch a Fright, 
that ſhe wanted Preſence of Mind to aſſiſt me. But 
my little Nurſe ran to my Relief, and took me 
out, after I had ſwallowed above a Quart of 
Cream. I was put to Bed; however, I received 
no other Damage than the Loſs of a Suit of 
Cloaths, which was utterly ſpoiled. The Dwarf 
was ſoundly WT, and, as a farther Puniſh-. 
ment, forced to drink up the Bowl of Cream, in- 
to which he had thrown me; neither was be ever 
reſtored to Favour : For, ſoon after, the Queen 
beſtowed him on a Lady of high Quality, ſo that 
I ſaw him no more, to my very great Satisfaction; 
for I could not tell to what Extremity ſuch a 
malicious Urchin might have carried his Reſent- 
ment. | 
He had before ſerved me a ſcurvy Trick, which 
ſet the Queen a laughing, although at the ſame 
Time ſhe was heartily vexed, and would have im- 
mediately caſhiered him, if I had not been ſo ge- 
nerous as to intercede, Her — <-a8 2 
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Marrow-bone upon her Plate; and, after knocking 
out the Marrow, placed the Bone again in the 


Diſh erect, as it ſtood before; the Dwarf watch 
ing his Opportunity, while Glumdalclitch was 


gone to the Side:board, mounted the Stool 


| the ſtood on to take Care of me at Meals, took 
me up in both Hands, and, 2 my Legs to- 
ether, wedged them into the Marrow-bone a- 
ve my Waſte, where I ftuck for ſome Time, 
and made a very ridiculous Figure. I believe ir 
was near a Minute before any one knew what was 
become of me; for I thought it below me to cry 
out. But, as Princes ſeldom get their Meat hot, 
my Legs were not ſcalded, only my Stockings 
and Breeches in a ſad Condition. The Dwarf, at 
my Entreaty, had no other Puniſhment than a 
ſound Whipping. | | 
I was frequently rallied by the Queen upon Ac- 
count of my Fearfulneſs 3 and ſhe uſed to ask me, 
Whether the People of my Country were as great 
Cowards as myſelf? The Occaſion was this: The 
Kingdom is much peſtered with Flies in Sum- 
mer; and theſe odious Inſe&ts, each of them as 
big as a Dunſtable Lark, hardly gave me any. 
Reit while I ſat at Dinner, with their continual 
humming and buzzing about mine Ears. They 
would ſometimes alight upon my Victuals, and 
leave their loathſome Excrement or Spawn be- 
hind, which to me was very viſible, though not 
to the Natives of that Country, whoſe large Op- 
tics were not ip acute as mine in viewing ſmaller 
Objects. Sometimes they would fix upon my 
Noſe or Forehead, where they ſtung me to the 
Quick, ſmelling very offenſively, and I could eaſily 
trace that viſcous Matter, which, our Naturaliſts 


tell us, enables thoſe Creatures to walk with their 
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Feet upwards upon a Cieling. I had much ado to 
defend myſelf againſt theſe deteſtable Animals, 
and could not forbear ftarting when they came on 
my Face. It was the common Practice of the 
Dwarf to catch a Number. of theſe Inſects in his 
Hand, as School-boys do among us, and let them 
out ſuddenly under my Noſe, on Purpoſe to fright- 
en me, and divert the Queen. My Remedy was 
to. cut them in Pieces with my Knife, as the 
flew in the Air, wherein my Dexterity was mu 

I remember, one Morning, when Glumdalclitch 
had ſet me in my Box upon a Window, as ſhe u- 
ſually did in fair Days to give me Air (for I durſt 
not venture to let the Box be hung on a Nail out 
of the Window, as. we do with Cages in England) 
after I had lifted up one of my Saſhes, and fat 
down at my Table to eat a Piece of ſweet Cake 
for my Breakfaſt, above twenty Waſps, allured 
by the Smell, came flying into the Room, hum- 
ming louder than the Drones of as many Bag- 
pipes. Some of them ſeized my Cake, and car- 
ried it Piece-meal away; others flew about my 
Head and Face, confounding me with the Noiſe, 
and putting me in the utmoſt Terror of their 
Stings. However, I had the Courage to riſe and 
draw my Hanger, and attack them in the Air. I 
diſpatched four of them, but the reſt got away, 
and I preſently ſhut my Window, Theſe InſeQs 
were as large as Partridges; I took out their 
Stings, found them an Inch and a half long, and 
as ſharp as Needles. I carefully preſerved them 
all, and having ſince ſhewn them with ſome other 
Curioſities, in ſeveral Parts of Europe ; upon my 
Return to Exgland, I gave three of them to Gre/- 
ham College, and kept the fourth for myſelf. 

| HA. P. 
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CHA P,: N. | 
The Country deſcribed. A F correct- 
' ing modern Maps. The King's Palace, and 
; ſome Account of the Metropolis. The Author's 
May 4 Travelling. chief Temple de- 
ſcribed. | | 3 


I Now intend to give the Reader a ſhort Deſcrip- 
tion of this Country, as far as I travelled in 
it, which was not above two thouſand Miles round 
Lorbrulgrud, the Metropolis, For the Queen, 
whom I always attended, never went farther 
when ſhe accompanied the King in his Progreſſes, 
and there ſtaid till his Majeſty returned from 
viewing his Frontiers. The whole Extent of this 
Prince's Dominions reacheth about ſix thouſand 
Miles in Length, and from three to five in Breadth. 
From whence I cannot but conclude, that our 
Geographers of Europe are in a great Error, by 
ſuppoſing nothing but Sea between Japan and 
California ; for it was ever my Opinion, that 
there muſt be a Balance of Earth to counterpoiſe 
the great Continent of Tartary; and therefore they 
ought to correct their Maps and Charts, by join- 
ing this vaſt Tract of Land to the North - weſt 
Parts of America, wherein I ſhall he ready to lend 
them my Aſſiſtance. | BY 
The Kingdom is a Peninſula, terminated to the 
North-eaſt by a Ridge of Mountains thirty Miles 
high, which are altogether impaſſable, by Reaſon 
of the Volcanoes upon the Tops. Neither do the 
moſt Learned know what Sort of Mortals inhabit 
beyond thoſe Mountains, or whether they be in- 
habited at all, On the three other Sides it is 
” — TOs bound- 
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bounded by the Ocean. There is not one Sea- 
port in the whole Kingdom, and thoſe Parts of 
the Coaſts into which the Rivers iſſue are ſo full of 
pointed Rocks, and the Sea generally ſo roagh, 
that there is no venturing with the ſmalleſt of their 
Boats, ſo that theſe People are wholly excluded 
from any Commerce with the reſt of the World. 
But the large Rivers are full of Veſſels, and Abound 
with excellent Fiſh, for they ſeldom get any from 
the Sea, becauſe the Sea-Fiſh are of the ſame Size 
with thoſe in Europe, and wr an not worth 
, that Nature in 
the Produftion of Plants and Animals of fo ex- 
traordinary a Bulk is wholly confined to this Con- 
tinent, of which I leave the Reaſons to be deter- 
mined by Philoſophers. However, now and then 
they take a Whale that happens to be daſhed a- 
gainſt the Rocks, which the common People feed 
on heartily. Thefe Whales I have known ſo 
large that a Man could hardly carry one upon his 
Shoulders; and ſometimes for Curioſity they are 
brought in Hampers to Lorbrulgrud: I ſaw one of 
them in a Dith at the Ig Table, which paſ- 
fed for a 7 7 7 but I did not obſerve he was 
think indeed the Bignefs diſguſ- 
ted him, although I have ſeen one fomewhat larger 
in Greenland. wp 
The Country is well inhabited, for it contains 
fifty-one Cities, near an hundred walled Towns, 
ind a great Number of Villages. To ſatisfy my 
curious Reader, it may be ſufficient to deſcribe 
Lorbrulerad. This City ſtands upon almoſt two 
equal Parts on each fide the River that paſſes through. 
It contains above eighty thouſand Houſes, and a- 
bout fix hundred thouſand Inhabitants, It is in 
Length three G/-mg lungs 1 which make — 
4 dur 
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four Exglifo Miles) and two and a half in Breadth, 
as I meaſured it myſelf in the Royal Map made 
by the King's Order, which was laid on the Ground 
on Purpoſe for me, and extended an hundred Feet; 
J paced the Diameter and Circumference ſeveral 
Times bare foot, and, computing by the Scale, 
meaſured it pretty exactly. 

The King's Palace is no regular Edifice, but 
an Heap of Building about ſeven Miles round: 
The chief Rooms are generally two hundred and 
forty Feet high, and broad and long in Proporti- 
on. A Coach was allowed to Glumdalelitch and 
me, wherein her Governeſs frequently took her 
out to ſee the Town, or go among the Shops; and 
I was always of the Party, carried in my Box; 
although the Girl at my own Deſire would often 
take me out, and hold me in her Hand, that I 
might more conveniently view the Houſes and the 
People, as we-paſſed along the Streets. I rec- 
koned our Coach to be about a Square of Ve- 
minfler-Hall, but not altogether ſo high : Howe- 
ver, I cannot be very exact. One Day the Go- 
verneſs ordered our Coachman to ſtop at ſeveral 
Shops, where the Beggars, watching their Oppor- 
tunity, crouded to the Sides of the Coach, and gave 
me the moſt horrible Spectacles that ever an Euro- 
pean Eye beheld. There was a Woman with a 
Cancer in her Breaſt, ſwelled to a monſtrous Size, 
fall of Holes, in two or three of which I could 
have eafily crept, and covered my whole Body. 
There was a Fellow with a Wen in his Neck, 
larger than five Wool-packs, and another with a 
couple of Wooden Legs, each about twenty Feet 
high. But the moſt hateful Sight of all was the 
Lice crawling on their Cloaths. I could ſee diſ- 
tinctly the Limbs of theſe Vermin with my naked 

| 14 Eye, 
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Eye, much better than thoſe of an European Louſe 
thro' a Microſcope, and their Snouts with which 
they rooted like Swine. They were the firſt I had 
eyer beheld, and I ſhould haye been curious e- 
nough to difſe& one of them, if I had proper In- 
ſtruments (which I unluckily left behind me in 
the Ship) although indeed the Sight was ſo nau- 
ſeous, that it perfectly turned my Stomach. | 
Beſide the large Box in which I was uſually 
carried, the Queen ordered a ſmaller one to be 
made for me, of about twelve Feet ſquare and ten 
high, for the Convenience of Travelling, becauſe 
the other was ſomewhat too large for Gumdal- 
clitch's Lap, and cumberſome in the Coach; it 
was made by the ſame Artiſt, whom I directed in 
the whole Contrivance. This Trayelling-Cloſet 
was an exact Square with a Window in the Middle 
of three of the Squares, and each Window was 
latticed with Iron Wire on the Outſide, to prevent 
Accidents in long Journies. On the fourth Side, 
which had no Window, two ſtrong Staples were 
fixed, through which the Perſon that carried me, 
when | had a Mind to be on Horſeback, put in a 
Leathern Belt, and buckled it about his Waſte. 
This was always the Office of ſome grave truſty 
Servant in whom I could confide, whether I attend- 
ed the King and Queen in their Progreſſes, or were 
diſpoſed to ſee the Gardens, or pay a Viſit to ſome 
great Lady or Miniſter of State in the Court, when 
Glamdalclitch * ti to be out of Order: For I 
ſoon began to be known and eſteemed among the 
greateſt Officers, I ſuppoſe more upon Account of 
their Majeſty's Favour than any Merit of my own. 


In Journies, when I was weary of the Coach, a Ser- 
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vant on Horſe-back would buckle my Box. and 
place it on a Cuſhion before him; and there I * 7 
] 5 | "ol 
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full Proſpect of the Country on three Sides from 
the three Windows. I had in this Cloſet a Field- 
Bed and a Hammock hung from the Cieling, two 
Chairs and a Table, neatly ſcrewed to the Floor, 
to prevent being toſſed about by the Agitation of 
the Horſe or the Coach. And having been long 
uſed to Sea- Voyages, thoſe Motions, although 
ſometimes very violent, did not much diſcompoſe 
me. 

Whenever I had a Mind to ſee the Town, it 
was always in my Travelling-Cloſet, which Glum- 
dalclitch held in her Lap in a Kind of open Sedan, 
after the Faſhion of the Country, borne by four 
Men, and attended by two others in the Queen's 
Livery. The People, who had often heard of me, 
were very curious to croud about the Sedan, and 
the Girl was complaiſant enough to make the Bear- 
ers ſtop, and to take me in her Hand that I mighr 

be more conveniently ſeen. 

I was very defirous to ſee the chief Temple, and 
particularly the Tower belonging to it, which is 
reckoned the higheſt in the Kingdom. Accord- 
ingly one Day my Nurſe carried me thither, but 
I may truly ſay 1 came back diſappointed; for the 
Height is not above three thouſand Feet, reckon- 
ing — the Ground to the higheſt Pinnacle Top; 
which allowing for the Difference between the Size 
of thoſe People. and us in Europe, is no great 
Matter for Admiration, nor at all equal in Propor- 
tion (if I rightly remember) to SalilMH ur Steeple. 
But, not to detra& from a Nation to which during 
my Life I thall acknowledge myſelf extremely ob- 
liged, it muſt be allowed that whatever this fa- 
mous Tower wants in Height is amply made up in 
Beauty and Strength. For the Walls are near an 
hundred Feet thick, built of hewn Stome, * 
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of each is about forty Feet ſquare, and adorned 
on all Sides with Statues of Gods and Emperors 
cut in Marble larger than the Life, placed in their 


ſeveral Niches. I meaſured a little Finger which 
Had fallen down from one of the Statues, and lay 


unperceived among ſome Rubbiſh, and found it 
exactly four Feet and an Inch in Length. Glum- 


dalclitch wrapped it up in her Handkerchief; and 
carried it Home in her Pocket to keep among other 


Trinkets, of which the Girl was very fond, as 


Children at her Age uſually are, 


The King's Kitchen is indeed a noble Building, 
vaulted at 't'op, and about fix hundred Feet high. 
The great Oven is not ſo wide by ten Paces as 
the Cupola at St. Pauls: For I meaſured the lat- 
ter on Purpoſe after my Return. But if I ſhould 
deſcribe the Kitchen-grate, the prodigious Pots and 
Kettles, the Joints of Meat turning on the Spits, 
with many other Particulars, perhaps I ſhould be 
hardly believed; at leaſt a ſevere Critic would 
be apt to think I enlarged a little, as Travellers 
are often ſuſpected to do. To avoid which Cen- 
ſure, I fear I have run too much into the other 
Extream ; and that if this Treatiſe ſhould happen 
to be tranſlated into the Language of Brobdingnag, 
(which is the general Name of that Kingdom) and 
tranſmitted thither, the King and his People would 
have Reaſon to complain that I had done them 


an Injury by a falſe and diminutive Repreſenta- 


tion. b 

His Majeſty ſeldom keeps above fix hundred 
Horſes in his Stables : They are generally from 
fifty-four to ſixty Feet high. But, when he goes 
abroad on ſolemn Days, Fe is attended for State 
by a Militia Guard of five hundred Horſe, which 


indeed I thought was the moſt ſplendid Sight that 


could 
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ould be ever beheld, till I ſaw Part of his Army 
in Battalia, whereof I ſhall find another Occa- 
fion to ſpeak. | | 
3 CHAR 

Several Adventures that happened to the Author. 


The Execution of a Criminal. The Author 
ſhews his Skill in Navigation. 


Should have lived happy enough in that Coun- 

L try, if my Littleneſs had not expoſed me to 
ſeveral ridiculous and troubleſome Accidents : 
Some of which I ſhall venture to relate. Glum- 
 gaalclitch often carried me into the Gardens of the 
Court in my ſmaller Box, and would ſometimes 
take me out of it, and hold me in her Hand, or ſet 
me down to walk. I remember, before the Dwarf 
left the Queen, he followed us one Day into thoſe 
Gardens, and my Nurſe having ſet me down, he 
and I being cloſe together, near ſome Dwarf Ap- 
ple Trees, I muſt need ſhew my Wit, by a filly Al- 
fafion between him and the Trees, which happens 
to hold in their Language, as it doth in ours. 
Whereupon, the malicious Rogue watching his 
Opportunity, when I was walking under-one of 
them, ſhook: it directly over my Head, by which 
a dozen Apples, each of them near as large as a 
Briſtol Barrel, came tumbling about my Ears; 
one of them hit me on the Back as I chanced to 


1 ſtoop, and knocked me down flat on my Face; 


bat I received no other Hurt, and the Dwarf was 

| payee at my Deſire, becauſe I had given the 
Provocation. 5 

Another Day Gl/umdal/clitch left me on a ſmooth 


Graſs- 


5 
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Graſs- plot to divert myſelf, while ſhe walked at 
ſome Diſtance with her Governeſs. In the mean 
Time there ſuddenly fell ſuch a violent Shower 
of Hail, that I was immediately, by the Force of 
it, ſtruck to the Ground: And, when I was down, 
the Hail-ſtones gave me ſuch cruel Bangs all over 
the Body, as if I had been pelted with Tennis- 
Balls; however, I made a Shift to creep on all four, 
and ſhelter myſelf, by \ying flat on my Face, on 
the Lee- ſide of a Border of Lemon-Thyme, but 
ſo bruiſed from Head to Foot, that I could not go 
abroad in ten Days. Neither is this at all to be 
wondered at, becauſe, Nature in that Country ob- 

ſerving the ſame Proportion thro' all her Opera- 
tions, a Hail-ſtone is near eighteen hundred Times 
as large as one in Europe, which I can aſſert up- 
on Experience, having been ſo curious to weigh 
and meaſure them. ; 

But a more dangerous Accident happened to 
me in the ſame OF. BY when my little Nurſe be- 
lieving ſhe had put me in a ſecure Place, which I 
often entreated her to do, that I might enjoy my 
own Thoughts, and having left my Box at Home 
to avoid the Trouble of carrying it, went to ano- 

ther Part of the Garden with her Governeſs, and 
ſome Ladies of her Acquaintance. While ſhe 
was abſent, and out of Hearing, a ſmall white Spa- 
niel belonging to one of the chief Gardeners, hav- 
ing got by Accident into the Garden, happened to 
rayge near the Place where I lay : The Dog, fol- 
lowing the Scent, came directly up, and, taking 
me in his Mouth, ran ſtrait to his Maſter, wag- 
;ng his Tail, and ſet me gently on the Ground. 
55 good Fortune he had been ſo well taught, that 
J was carried between his Teeth without the leaſt 
Hurt, or even tearing my Cloaths. But the Tue 
: are 
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Gardener, who knew me well, and had a great 
Kindneſs for me, was in a terrible Fright : He gen- 
tly took me up in both his Hands, and asked me 
how I did ; but I was ſo amazed and out of Breath, 
that I could not ſpeak a Word. In few Minutes 
IJ came to myſelf, and he carried me fafe to my 
little Nurſe, who by this Time had returned to 
the Place where ſhe left me, and was in cruel A- 
you when I did not appear, nor anſwer when 

e called: She ſeverely reprimanded the Garde- 
ner on Account of his Dog. But the Thing was 
huſhed up, and never known at Court; for the 
Girl was afraid of the Queen's Anger, and truly, 
as to myſelf, I thought it would not be for my 
Reputation that ſuch a Story ſhould go about. 

This Accident abſolutely determined Glumdal- 
clitch never to truſt me Abroad for the future out 
of her Sight. I had been long afraid of this Re- 
ſolution, and therefore concealed from her ſome 
little unlucky Adventures that happened in thoſe 
Times when I was left by myſelf. Once a Kite, 
hovering over the Garden, made a Stoop at me, 
and if I had not reſolutely drawn my Hanger, and 
run under a thick Eſpalier, he would have cer- 
tainly carried me away in his Talons. Another 
Time walking to the Top of a freſh Mole-hill, I 
fell to my Neck in the Hole, through which that 
Animal had caſt up the Earth, and coined ſome 
Lye, not worth remembering, to excuſe myſelf for 
ſpoiling my Cloaths. I likewiſe broke my right 
Shin againit the Shell of a Snail, which I hap- 
pened to ſtumble over, as I was walking alone, 
and thinking on poor England. f 

I cannot tell whether 1 were more pleaſed or mor- 
tified, to obſerve in thoſe ſolitary Walks, that the 


ſmaller Birds did not appear to be at all afraid of 
| me, 
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me, but would hop about within a Yard's Diſtance; 

looking for Worms, and other Food, with as 
much Indifference and Security, as if no Creature 
at all were near them. I remember, a Thruſh 
had the Confidence to ſnatch out of my Hand, with 


bis Bill, a Piece of Cake that Gl/umdalclitch had 


juſt given me for my Breakfaſt, When I attempt- 
ed to catch any of theſe Birds, they would boldly 
turn againſt me, endeavouring to pick my Fin- 
gers, which I durſt not venture within their 
Reach; and then they would hop back uncon- 


| cerned, to hunt for Worms or Snails, as they did 


before. But one Day I took a thick Cudgel, and 
threw it with all my Strength ſo luckily at a Lin- 
net, that I knocked him down, and, ſeizing him 


by the Neck with both my Hands, ran with him 


in Triumph to my Nurſe. However, the Bird, 
who had only been ſtunned, recovering himſelf, 

ve me ſo many Boxes with his Wings on both 
iides of my Head and Body, though I held him at 


Arms Length, .and was out of the Reach of his 


Claws, that I was twenty Times thinking to let 
him go. But I was ſoon relieved by one of our 
Servants, who wrung off the Bird's Neck, and I 
had him next Day for Dinner by the Queen's Com- 
mand. This Linnet, as near as I can remember, 
— to be ſomewhat larger than an England 
wan. 
The Maids of Honour often invited Gunda. 


clitch to their Apartments, and deſired ſhe would 


bring me along with her, on Purpoſe to have the 


Pleaſure of ſeeing and touching me. They would 


often ſtrip me naked from Top to Toe, and lay 
me at full Length in their Boſoms ; wherewith I 
was much diſguſted ; becauſe, to ſay the Truth, 


a very offenſive Smell came from their Skins: 
which 
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which I do not mention, or intend, to the Diſ- 


n thoſe excellent Ladies, for whom L 
| Have all ner of Reſpect; but I conceive that 
my Senſe was more acute, in Proportion to my 
Littleneſs, and that thoſe illuftrious Perſons were 
no more diſagreeable to their Lovers, or to each 
other, than People of the ſame Quality are with 
us in England. And, after all, I found their na- 
tural Smell was much more ſupportable, than 
. when they uſed Perfumes, under which I imme- 
diately ſwooned away. I cannot forget that an 
intimate Friend of mine in Lillipat, took the Free- 
dom in a warm Day, when I had uſed a good 
deal of Exerciſe, to complain of a ſtrong Smell 
about me, although J am as little faulty that Way, 
as moſt of my Sex: But I ſuppoſe his Faculty of 
Smelling was as nice, with "_— to me, as 
mine was to that of this People. n this Point, 
I cannot forbear doing Juſtice to the Queen my 
Miſtreſs, and Glumdalclitch my Nurſe, whoſe 
| Perſons were as ſweet as thoſe of any Lady in 
England. | 
That which gave me moſt Uneaſineſs among 
theſe Maids of Honour (when my Nurſe carried 
me to viſit them) was to ſee them uſe me without 
any Manner of Ceremony, like a Creature who 
had no Sort of Conſequence : For they would 
trip themſelves to the Skin, and put on their 
Smocks in my Preſence, while I was placed on 
their Toylet, directly before their naked Bodies, 
which, I am ſure, to me, was very far from be- 
ing a tempting Sight, or from giving me any o- 
ther Emotions, than thoſe of Horror and Diſguſt. 
Their Skins appeared ſo coarſe and uneven, ſo 
variouſly coloured, when I ſaw them near, with 
a Mole here and there as broad as a 'Trencher, 
and 
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and Hairs hanging from it thicker than Pack- 
threads, to ſay nothing farther concerning the reſt 
of their Perſons. Neither did they at all ſcruple, 
while I was by, to diſcharge what they had 
drank, to the Quantity of at leaſt two Hogſheads, 
in a Veſſel that held above three Tuns. The 
handſomeſt among theſe Maids of Honour, a plea- 
ſant, frolicſome Girl, of ſixteen, would ſome- 
times ſet me aſtride upon one of her Nipples, with 
many other Tricks, wherein the Reader will ex- 
cuſe me for not being over particular. But I was 
ſo much diſpleaſed, that I entreated Glumdalclith 
to contrive IK Excuſe for not ſeeing that young 
Lady any more. | 9 
One Day a young Gentleman, who was Ne- 
phew to my Nurſe's Governeſs, came and preſſed 
them both to ſee an Execution. It was of a Man 
who had murdered one of that Gentleman's in- 
timate Acquaintance. Glumdalcliteh was prevail- 
ed on to be of the Company, very much a- 
inſt her Inclination, for ſhe was naturally ten- 
— : And, as for myſelf, although I ab- 
horred ſuch Kind of Spectacles, yet my Curioſity 
tempted me to ſee ſomething that I though: muſt 
be extraordinary. The Malefactor was fixed in 
a Chair upon a Scaffold, erected for that Pur- 
ſe, and his Head cut off at one Blow, with a 
Lord of about forty Feet long. The Veins and 
Arteries ſpouted up ſuch. a prodigious Quantity 
of Blood, and ſo high in the Air, that the great 
Fett eau, at Verſailles, was not equal for the 
Time it laſted ; and the Head, when it fell on the 
Scaffold Floor, gave ſuch a Bounce, as made me 
ſtart, although I were at leaſt half an Exgliſb Mile 
diſtant, | 41 
The 
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The Queen, who often uſed to hear me talk of 
my Sea-Voyages, and took all Occaſions to di- 
vert me when I was melancholy, asked me whe- 
ther I underſtood how to handle a Sail, or an Oar, 
and whether a little Exerciſe of Rowing might not 
be convenient for my Health ? I anſwered, that 
I underſtood both very well : For althongh my 
* Employment had been to be Surgeon or 
Doctor to the Ship, yet often, upon a Pinch, I 
was forced to work like a common Mariner. But 
I could not ſee how this could be done in their 
Country, where the ſmalleſt Wherry was equal to 
a Firſt-rate Man of War among us, and ſuch a 
Boat as I could manage would never live in any of 
their Rivers. Her Majeſty ſaid if I would contrive a 
Boat her own Joiner ſhould make it, and ſhe would 
provide a Place for me to fail in. The Fellow 
was an ingenious Workman, and, by my Inſtruc- 
tions, in ten Days, finiſhed a Pleaſure-Boat, with 
all its Tackling, able conveniently to hold eight 
Europeans. When it was finiſhed, the Queen was 
ſo delighted that ſhe ran with it in her Lap to the 
King, who ordered it to be put in a Ciſtern full 
of Water, with me in it, by Way of Trial ; where 
J could not manage my two Sculls, or little Oars, 
for Want of Room. But the Queen had before con- 
trived another Project. She ordered the Joiner to 
make a wooden 'Trough of three hundred Feet 
long, fifty broad, and eight deep ; which being 
well pitched, to prevent Leaking, was placed on 
the Floor along the Wall, in an outer Room of 
the Palace. It had a Cock near the Bottom to 
let out the Water when it began to grow ſtale, 
and two Servants could eaſily fill it in half an Hour. 
Here I often ufed to row for my own Diverſion, 
as well as that of the Queen and her Ladies, who 

K : thought 
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thought themſelves well entertained with my Skill 
and Agility. Sometimes I would put up my Sail, 
and then my Buſineſs was only to ſteer, while the 
Ladies gave mea Gale with their Fans; and, when 
they were weary, ſome of the Pages would blow 
my Sail forward with their Breath, while I ſhew- 
ed my Art by ſteering Starboard or Larboard, as I 
| pleaſed. When I had done, Glumdalclitch al- 
ways carried back my Boat into her Cloſet, and 

hung it on a Nail to dry. 
In this Exerciſe I once met an Accident, which 
had like to have coſt me my Life : For, one of the 
Pages having pat my Boat into the Trough, the 
Governeſs, who attended Glumdalclitch, very of- 
ficiouſly lifted me up to place me in the Boat, but 
I happened to ſlip 2 her Fingers, and ſhould 
;nfallibly have fallen down forty Feet upon the 
Floor, if, by the luckieſt Chance in the World, 
I had not been ſtopped by a Corking pin that ſtuck. 
in the good Gentlewoman's Stomacher ; the Head 
of the Pin paſſed between my Shirt and the Waiſt- 
band of my Breeches, and thus I was held by the 
Middle in the Air till G/umdalclitch ran to my 
Relief. WB; 

Another Time, one of the Servants, whoſe Of- 
fice it was to fill my Trough every third Day with 
freſh Water, was ſo careleſs to let a huge Frog 
| (not perceiving it) ſlip out of his Pail. The Frog 
lay concealed till I was put into my Boat, but then, 
ſeeing a Reſting-place, climbed up, and made it 
lean io much on one Side, that I was forced to ba- 
lance it with all my Weight on the other, to pre- 
vent Overturning, When the Frog was got in, 
it hopped at once half the Length of the Boat, and 
then over my Head, backwards and forwards, daub- 
ing my Face and Clothes with its odious Slime. 
The 


% BROBDINGNAG. 1147 


The Largeneſs of its Features made it appear the 
moſt deformed Animal that can be conceived. 
However, I deſired Glumdalclitch to let me deal 
with it alone. I hanged it a good while with one 
of my Sculls, and at laſt forced it to leap out of 
12 Boat. | K | P 1 
But the greateſt Danger I ever underwent, in 
that Kinodem, wb from a Monkey, who belong- 
ed to one of the Clerks of the Kitchen. Glumdal- 
clitebh had locked me up in her Cloſer, while the 
went ſomewhere upon Buſineſs, or a Viſit. The 
Weather being very warm, the - Cloſet-Window 
was left open, as well as the Windows and the 
Door of my bi Box, in which I uſually lived, 
becauſe of its Freges and Conveniency. As I 
ſat quietly meditating at my Table, I heard ſome- 
thing bounce in at the Cloſet- Window, and fkip 
about from one Side to the other; whereat altho? 
I were much alarmed, yet I ventured to look out, 
but not ftirring from my Seat; and then I ſaw this 
frolicſome Animal, frifking and leaping up and 
down, till at laſt he came to my Box, which he 
ſeemed to view with great Pleaſure and Curioſity, 
ing in at the Door and every Window. I 
retreated to the farther Corner of my Room, or 
Box, but the Monkey looking in, at every Side, 
put me into fuch a Fright, that I wanted Preſence 
of Mind to conceal myfelf under the Bed, as I 
might have eaſily done. After ſome Time ſpent 
in peeping, grinning, and chattering, he at laſt 
eſpied me, and reaching one of his Paws in at the 
Door, as a Cat does when ſhe plays with a Mouſe, 
although I often ſhifted Place to avoid him, heat 
length ſeized the Lappet of my Coat (which, be- 
ing made of that Country Silk, was very thick and 
2 ſtrong) 
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ſtrong} and dragged me out. He took me up in 
his right  Fore-foot, and held me as a Nurſe does 
2 Child ſhe is going to ſuckle, juſt as I have ſeen 
the ſame Sort of Creature do with a Kitten in Eu- 
rope: And, when I offered to ſtruggle, he ſqueeſ- 

me ſo hard, that I — it more prudent to 
ſubmit. I have good Reaſon to believe that he 
took me for a young one of his own Species, by his 
often ſtroaking my Face very gently wich his other 
Paw. In theſe Diverſions he was interrupted by 
a Noiſe at the Cloſet- Door, as if ſome Body were 
opening it; whereupon he ſuddenly leaped up to 
the Window, at which he had come in, and thence 
upon the Leads and Gutters, walking upon three 
Legs, and holding me in the fourth, till he clam- 
bered up to a Roof that was next to ours. I heard 
Glumdalclitch give a Shreek at the Moment he was 
carrying me out. The poor Girl was almoſt diſ- 
trated : 'That Quarter of the Palace was all in an 
Uproar, the Servants ran for Ladders; the Mon- 
key was ſeen by Hundreds in the Court, ſitting 
upon the Ridge of a Building, holding me like 
a Baby in one of his Fore-paws, and feeding 
me with the other, by cramming into my Mouth 
ſome Victuals he had ſqueeſed out of the Bag 
on one Side of his Chaps, and patting me when 
I would not eat; whereat many of the Rabble 
below could not forbear laughing ; neither do I 
think they juſtly ought to be blamed, for with- 
out Queſtion the Sight was ridiculous enough to 
every Body but myſelf. Some of the People threw 
up Stones, hoping to drive the Monkey down ; 
but this was ſtrictly forbidden, or elſe very pro- 
bably my Brains had been daſhed out, 


The 
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The Ladders were now applied; and mounted 
by ſeveral Men, which the, Monkey obſerving, 
480 finding del almoſt ng nd not Lens 
able to make Speed ,enough with his three 
let me drop on a Ridge-tyle, and made his 
cape. Here I fat for ſome Time, five hundred 
Yards from the Ground expeRing every Mo- 
ment to be blown down by the Wind, or to fall 
by my own Giddineſs, and come rumbling over 
and over from the Ridge to the Eves : But an ho- 
neſt Lad, one of my Nurſe's Footmen, climbed up 
and, putting me into his Breeches- pocket, brought 
me down fäfe. 

I was almoſt choaked with the filthy Staff the 
Monkey had crammed down my Throat; but my 
dear little Nurſe picked it out of my Mouth with 
a ſmall Needle, and then I fell a vomiting, which 

ve me great Relief, Yet I was ſo weak, and 

ruifed in 1 Sides, with the Squeezes given me 
by this odious Animal, that I was forced to keep 
my Bed a Fortnight. The King, Queen, and all 
the Court, ſent every Day to enquire after my 
Health, and her Majeſty made me ſeveral Viſits 
during my Sickneſs. The Monkey was killed, 
and an Order made that no ſuch Animal ſhould be 
* t about the Palace. 
| hen I attended the King after my Recovery, 
to return him Thanks for his Favours, he was 
pleaſed to rally me a good Deal upon this Adven- 
ture. He asked me what my Thoughts and Spe- 
culations were while I lay in the Monkey” s Paw; 
how I liked the Victuals he gave me; his Man- 
ner of Feeding; and whether the freſh Air on the 
Roof had ſharpened my Stomach. He deſired to 
know what I would have done upon ſuch an Oc- 
eaſion in * own Country. I told his Majeſty, 
K 3 that 
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that in 3 we had no Monkies, exeept ſuch as 
were brought for Curioſities from other Places, 
ſo ſmall, that I could deal with a dozen of 
12 together, if they preſumed to attack me. 
or that monſtrous Animal with whom I 
o lately eng ged (it was, indeed, as la 
$ an Elenhapy if my Fears had ſuffered me to my 
far as 1 make Uſe of my Hanger (looking 
fiercely, and * png ny. Hand .upan the Hilt, 
as 5 TAO wh hs ed his Paw inte my Cham- 
ſhogld have given — ſuch a 
„8 We have made him glad to with- 
> Sk 15 with 1 more Haſte than he put « in. This 
1 delivered in a firm Tone, like a Perſon my — 
Jealous leſt his Coura See ſhould be called in Qu 
tion, Re my oduced nothing -F 
beſides a loud Laug eggs ich all the Reſpe 
due to his Macy” from nk about him could 
not make them contain. This made me reflect 
how vain an Attempt it is for a Man to endeavour 
doing himſelf Honour among thoſe who are out 
of all Degree of Equality or Compariſon with 
him, And yet I have {cen the Moral of my own 
Behaviour very frequent in Eng/azd fince my Re- 
turn, where a little contem be Varlet, — — 
the leaſt Title to Birth, Perſon, Wit, or common 
Senſe, . ſhall preſume to look with Importance, 
and put himſelf 2 a Foot with the greatelt Per- 
N the Kingd 
I Was every Day fe furniſhing the cent with ame 
| ridiculous —_ and Glumaalclitch, although 
the loved me to Exceſs, yet was arch enough to 
inform the Queen, whenever I committed any 
Folly that ſhe thought would be diverting to her 
Majeſty. The Girl, who had been out of Order, 
was carried by * Governeſs to take the * a- 
ut 
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bout an Hour's Diſtance, or thirty Miles from 
Town. They alighted out of the Coach near a 
ſmall Foot- path in the Field, and, Glumdalchitch 
ſetting down my Travelling-Box, I went out of it 
to walk. There was a Cow-dupg in the Path, 
and I muſt need try my Activity, by attempting 
to leap over it. I took a Run, but unfortunate- 
ly jamped ſhort, apd found myſelf juſt in the 
Middle up to my Knees. I waded thro? with ſome. 
Difficulty, and one of the Footmen wiped me 
as clean as he could with his Handkerchief ; for I 
was filthily bemired, and my Nurſe confined me to 
my Box, till we returned Home; where the Queen 
was ſoon informed of what had paſſed, and the 
Footmen ſpread it about the Court ; ſo that all 
the Mirth, for ſome Days, was at my Expence. 


*— 


Several Contrivances of the Author to pleafe the 


CHAP. VI. 


| King and Dueen. He ſhews his Skill in Muſic. 
The King enquires into the State of Europe, 
zwhich the Author relates to him, The King's 
Obſervations thereon. EE. 
I Uſed to attend the King's Levee once or twice a 
1 Week, and had often ſeen him under the Bar- 
ber's Hand, which, indeed, was at firſt, very ter- 
rible to behold : For the Razor was almoſt twice 
as long as an ordinary Scythe. His Majeſty, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Country, was onl 
ſhaved twice a Week. I once prevailed on the 
Barber to give me ſome of the Suds or Lather, 
out of which I picked forty or fifty of the * 2 
e 


_— of Hair. I then took a Piece of 
W 


, and cut it like the Back of a Comb, ma- 
1 king 


28 
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king ſeveral Holes in it at equal Diſtance, with ' 
as (Fall a Needle as I could get from Glamdalclitch. 
J fixed in the Stumps fo artificially, ſcraping and 
ſloping them with my Knife towards the Points, 
that I made a very tolerable Comb ; which was a 
ſeaſonable Supply, my own being ſo much broken 
f in the Teeth, that it was almoſt uſeleſs : Neither 
| did I know any Artiſt in that Country ſo nice and 
| | exact, as would undertake to make me another. 
And this puts me in Mind of an Amuſement 
wherein I ſpent many of my leiſure Hours. I de- 
fired the ph Woman to fave for me the 
Combings of her Majeſty's —— — in Time 
T got a uantity, and conſulting with m̃y 
F Lat Ea eme who had l 25 
neral Orders to do little Jobbs for me, I directed 
him to make two Chair- frames, no larger than 
thoſe I had in my Box, and then to bore little 
Holes with a fine Awl round thoſe Parts where I 
deſigned the "Backs and Seats; through theſe 
Holes I wove the ſtrongeſt Hairs | could pick out, 
juſt after the Manner of Cane-Chairs in England. 
When they were finiſhed, I made a Prefent of 
them to her Majeſty, who kept them in her Ca- 
binet, and uſed to ſhew them for Curioſities, as, 
Indeed, they were the Wonder of every one that 
beheld them. The Queen would have had me fit 
upon one of theſe Chairs, but I abſolutely refuſed 
to obey her, proteſting I would rather die a thou- 
| ſand Deaths, than place a diſhonourable Part of 
my Body on thoſe precious Hairs that once adorn- 
ed her Majeſty's Head. Of theſe Hairs (as I had 
always a mechanical Genius) I likewiſe made a 
neat little Purſe about five Feet long, with her 
Majeſty's Name decyphered in Gold Letters, 
which I gave to Glumaalclitch, by the _ 
on- 
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Conſent. To ſay the Truth, it was more for 
Shew than Uſe, being not of Strength to bear the 
Weight of the larger Coins, and therefore ' ſhe 
kept nothing in it but ſome little Toys that Girls 
are fond of. | 

The King, who delighted in Mufic, had fre- 
quent Concerts at Court, to which I was ſome- 
times carried, and ſet in my Box on a Table to 
hear them: But the Noiſe was fo great, that I 
could hardly diſtinguiſh the Tunes. I am confi- 
dent, that all the Drums and Trumpets of a Royal 
Army, beating and ſounding together juſt at your 
Ears, could not equal it. My Practice was to 
have my Box removed from the Places where the 
Performers fat, as far as I could, then to ſhut the 
Doors and Windows of it, and draw the Window- 
curtains ; after which I found their Muſic not diſ- 

agreeable. | | 
I had learned in my Youth to play a little upon 
the Spinet. Glumdalclitch kept one in her Cham- 
ber, and a Maſter attended twice a Week to teach 
her: TI call it a Spinet, becauſe it ſomewhat re- 
ſembled that Inſtrument, and was played upon in 
the ſame Manner. A Fancy came into my Head 
that I would entertain the King and Queen with an 
Engliſh Tune upon this Inſtrument. But this ap- 
| peared extremely difficult: For the Spinet was 
near ſixty Feet long, each Key being almoſt a 
Foot wide, ſo that, with my Arms extended, I 
could not reach to above five Keys, and to preſs 
them down required a good ſmart Stroak with 
my Fift, which would be too great a Labour, and 
to no Purpoſe. The Method I contrived was 
this : I prepared two round Sticks about the Big- 
neſs of common Cudgels; they were thicker at 
one End than the other, and I covered the thick- 
cr 
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er Ends with a Piece of a Mouſe's Skin, that, by 
rapping on them, I might neither damage the 
Tops of the Keys, nor interrupt the Sound. Be- 
fore the Spinet a Bench was placed about four 
Feet below the Keys, and I was put upon the 
Bench. I ran ſideling upon it that Way and this, 
as faſt as I could, banging the proper Keys with. 
my two Sticks, and made a Shift to play a Jigg, 
to the great Satisfaction of both their Majeſties: 
But it was the moſt violent Exerciſe I ever under- 
went, and yet I could not ſtrike above ſixteen 
Keys, nor, conſequently, play the Baſs and Tre- 
ble together, as other Artiſts do; which was a 
great Diſadvantage to my Performance. + 
The King, who, as I before obſerved, was a 
Prince of excellent Underſtanding, would fre- 
quently order that I ſhould be brought in my Box 
and ſet upon the Table in his Cloſet : He would 
then command me to bring one of my Chairs out 
of the Box, and fit down within three Yards Diſ- 
tance upon the Top of the Cabinet, which 
brought me almoſt to a Level with his Face. In 
this Manner I had ſeveral Converſations with him. 
I one Day took the Freedom to tell his Majeſty, 
that the Contempt he diſcovered towards Europe, 
and the reſt of the World, did not ſeem anſwera- 
ble to thoſe excellent Qualities of Mind he was 
Maſter of. That Reaſon did not extend itſelf 
with the Bulk of the Body: On the Contrary, 
we obſerved in our Country, that the talleſt Per- 
ſons were uſually leaſt provided with it. That, 
among other Animals, Bees and Ants had the Re- 
putation of more Induſtry, Art, and Sagacity, 
than many of the larger Kinds ; and that, as in- 
conſiderable as he took me to be, I hoped I might 
live to do his Majeſty ſome ſignal Service. IP 
| ing 
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| King heard me with Attention, and began to con- 
ceive a much better Opinion of me than he had 


ever before. He deſired I would give him as ex- 
act an Account of the Government of Exgland, as 
J poſſibly could; becauſe, as fond as Princes com- 
monly are of their own Cuſtoms (for ſo he con- 
jectured of other Monarchs by my former Diſ- 
courſes) he ſhould be glad to hear of any Thing 
that might deferye Imitation. | 
Imagine with thyſelf, courteous Reader, how 
often I then wiſhed for the Tongue of Demoſthenes 
or Cicero, that might have enabled me to celebrate 
the Praiſe of my awn dear native Country, in a 
Style equal ta its Merits and Felicity. 

I began my Diſcourſe, by informing his Ma- 
jeſty, that our Nominions conſiſted of two Iſlands, 
which compoſed three mighty Kingdoms under 
one Sovereign, beſides our Plantations in America. 
I dwelt long upon the Fertility of our Soil, and 
the Temperature of our Climate. I then ſpoke 
at large upon the Conſtitution of an Eng /;/b Parli- 
ament, partly made up of an illuſtrious Body cal- 
led the Houſe of Peers, Perſons of the nobleſt 
Blood, and of the moſt antient and ample Patri- 
monies. I deſcribed that extraordinary Care al- 
ways taken of their Education in Arts and Arms, 
to qualify them for being Counſellors both to the 
King and Kingdom ; to have a Share in the Legi- 
ſlature ; to be Members of the higheſt Court of 
Judicature, from whence there could be no Ap- 

| ; and to be Champions always ready for the 
ö of their Prince and Country, by their 
Voalour, Conduct, and Fidelity. That theſe were 
the Ornament and Bulwark of the Kingdom, 
worthy Followers of their moſt renowned Anceſ- 
tors, whoſe Honour had been the Reward of their 
; Virtue, 
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Virtue, from which their Poſterity were never 
once known to degenerate. To theſe were joined 
ſeveral holy Perſons, as Part of that Aſſembly, 
under the Title of Biſhops, whoſe peculiar Bufineſs 
it is to take Care of Religion, and of thoſe who 
inſtruQ the People therein. Theſe were ſearched 
and ſought out through the whole Nation, by the 
Prince, and his wiſeſt Counſellors, among ſuch of 
the Prieſthood as were moſt deſervedly diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Sanctity of their Lives, and the Depth 
of their Erudition, who were, indeed, the ſpiri- 
tual Fathers of the Clergy and the People. 
That the other Part of the Parliament conſiſted 
of an Aſſembly called the Houſe of Commons, 
who were all principal Gentlemen, freely picked 
and culled out by the People themſelves, for their 
t Abilities, and Love of their Country, to 
repreſent the Wiſdom of the whole Nation. And 
theſe two Bodies make up the moſt auguſt Aſ- 
ſembly in Europe, to whom, in Conjunction with 
the Prince, the whole Legiſlature is committed. 
I then deſcended to the Courts of Juſtice, over 
which the Judges, thoſe venerable Sages and In- 
terpreters of the Law, preſided, for determining 
the diſputed Rights and Properties of Men, as 
well as for the Puniſhment of Vice, and Protection 
of Innocence. I mentioned the prudent Manage- 
ment of our Treaſury, the Valour and Atchieve- 
ments of our Forces by Sea and Land. I compu- 
ted the Number of our People, by reckoning how 
many Millions there might be of each religious 
Se, or political Party among us. I did not omit 
even our Sports and Paſtimes, or any other Parti- 
cular, which I thought might redound to the 
Honour of my Country. And I finiſhed all _ 
8 a br 
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a brief hiſtorical Account of Affairs and Events in 
England, for about an hundred Years paſt. 

This Converſation was not ended under five 
Audiences, each of ſeveral Hours ; and the King 
heard the Whole with great Attention, frequently 
taking Notes of what I ſpoke, as well as Memo- 
randums of what Queſtions he intended to ask 
me. | | 

When TI had put an End to theſe long Diſcour- 
ſes, his Majeſty in a fixth Audience, conſulting his 
Notes, propoſed many Doubts, Queries, and Ob- 
jections, upon every Article. He asked what Me- 
thods were uſed to cultivate the Minds and Bodies 
of our young Nobility, and in what Kind of Buſi- 
neſs they commonly ſpent the firſt and teachable 
Part of their Lives. What Courſe was taken to 
ſupply that Aſſembly when any noble Family be- 
came extint, What Qualifications were neceſſa- 

ry in thoſe who are to be created new Lords: Whe- 
ther the Humour of the Prince, a Sum of Money 


to a Court Lady, or a prime Miniſter, or a 
Deſign of ſtrengthening a Party oppoſite to the 


Public Intereſt, ever happened to be Motives in 
thoſe Advancements. What Share of Knowledge 
theſe Lords had in the Laws of their Country, 
and how they came by it, ſo as to enable them to 
decide the Properties of their Fellow-SubjeRts in the 
laſt Reſort. Whether they were always ſo free 
from Avarice, Partialities, or Want, that a Bribe, 
or ſome other ſiniſter View, could have no Place 
among them, Whether thoſe holy Lords I ſpoke 
of were always promoted to that Rank upon Ac- 
count of their Knowledge in religious Matters, 


and the Sanctity of their Lives, had never been 


Compliers with the Times while they were com- 


mon Prielts, or ſlaviſh proſtitute Chaplains to og 
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Nobleman, whoſe Opinions they continued fef- 
vilely to follow after they were admitted into that 

Aſſembly. 
He then defired to know what Arts were prac- 
tifed in electing thoſe whom I called Commoners : 
Whether a Stranger with a ſtrong Purſe might not 
inflaence the vulgar Voters to chuſe him before 
their own Landlord, or the moſt conſiderable 
Gentleman in the Neighbourhood. How it came 
to paſs, that People were ſo violently bent upon 
getting into this Aﬀembly, which I allowed to 
be a great Trouble and Expence, often to the Ru- 
in of their Families, without any Satary or Penſi- 
on: Becauſe that appeared ſuch an exalted Strain 
of Virtue and public Spirit, that his Majeſty ſeem- 
ed to doubt it might poſhbly not be always ſincere: 
And he deſired to know whether ſuch zealous Gen- 
tlemen could have any Views of refanding them- 
ſelves for the Charges and Trouble they were at, 
by ſacrificing the public Good to the Defigns of 
a weak and vicious Prince in Conjunction with a 
corrupted Miniitry. He multiplied his Queſtions, 
and ſifted me thoroughly upon every Part of this 
Head, propoſing numberleſs Enquiries and Objec- 
tions, which I think it not prudent or convenient 
to repeat. | | 
Upon what TI ſaid in Relation to our Courts of 
Juſtice, his Majeſty defired to be ſatisfied, in ſeve- 
ral Points: And, this I was the better able to do, 

having been formerly almoſt ruined by a lon 

Suit in Chancery, which was decreed for me wit 
Colts. He aſked, what Time was ufually ſpent 
in determining between Right and Wrong, and 
what Degree of Fxpence. Whether Advocates 
and Orators had Liberty to plead in Cauſes mani- 
fellly known to be unjuſt, vexatious, or oppreſſive. 
| Whe— 
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Whether Party in Religion or Politics were ob- 
ſerved to be of any Weight in the Scale of Juſ- 
tice. Whether thoſe pleading Orators were Per- 
ſons educated in the general Knowledge of Equity, 
or only in provincial, national, and other local 
Cuſtoms. Whether they or their Judges had any 
Part in penning thoſe Laws which they aſſumed 
the Liberty of interpreting and gloſſing upon at 
their Pleaſure. Whether they had ever at diffe- 
rent Times pleaded for and againſt the ſame Cauſe, 
and cited Precedents to prove contrary Opinions. 
Whether they were a rich or a poor Corporation. 
Whether they received any pecuniary Reward for 
leading or delivering their Opinions. And par- 
ticularly, whether they were ever admitted as 
Members in the lower Senate. | 
He fell next upon the Management of our Trea- 
ſury, and ſaid, he thought my Memory had fail- 
ed me, becauſe I computed our Taxes at about 
five or ſix Millions a Year, and, when I came to 
mention the Iſſues, he found they ſometimes a- 
mounted to more than double ; for the Notes he 
had taken were very particular in this Point, be- 
cauſe he hoped, as he told me, that the Know- 
ledge of our Conduct might be uſeful to him, and 
he could not be deceived in his Calculations. But, 
if what I told him were true, he was ſtill at a 
Loſs how a Kingdom could run out of its Eſtate 
like a private Perſon. He asked me, who were 
our Creditors ; and where we ſhould find Money 
to pay them. He wondered to hear me talk of 
ſuch chargeable and expenſive Wars ; that certain- 
ly we muſt be a quarrelſome People, or live a- 
mong very bad Neighbours, and that our Gene- 
rals muſt needs be richer than our Kings. He asked 


what Buſineſs we had out of our own Iſlands, — 
- leſs 


„ Werds * 
leſs upon the Score of Trade or Treaty, or to de-. 
fend the Coaſts with our Fleet. Above all, he 
was amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary ſtand - 
ing Army in the midſt of Peace, and among a 
free People. He ſaid, if we were governed by 
our own Conſent in the Perſons of our Repreſen- 
tatives, he could not imagine of whom we were 
afraid, or againſt whom we were to fight; 
and would hear my Opinion, whether a private 
Man's Houſe might not better be defended by 
himſelf, his Children, and Family, than by half 
a dozen Raſcals picked up at a Venture in the 
Streets, for {mall Wages, who might get an hun- 
dred Times more by cutting their Throats. | 
He laughed at my odd Kind of Arithmetic (as 
he was pleaſed to call it) in reckoning the Num- 
bers of our People by a Computation drawn from 
the ſeveral Seas among us in Religion and Poli- 
tics. He ſaid, he knew no Reaſon, why thoſe 
who entertain Opinions prejudic:al to the Public 
ſhould be obliged to change, or ſhould not be ob- 
liged to conceal them. And as it was Tyranny in 
any Government to require the firſt, ſo it was 
Weakneſs not to enforce the ſecond: For a Man 
may be allowed to keep Poiſons in his Cloſet, but 
not to vend them about for Cordials. | 
He obſerved, that, among the Diverſions of our 
Nobility and Gentry, I had mentioned Gaming. 
He deſired to know at what Age this Entertain- 
ment was uſually takea up, and when it was laid 
down; how much of their Time it employed; 
whether it ever went ſo high as to affect their 
Fortunes: Whether mean vicious People, by their 
Dexterity in that Art, might not arrive at great 
Riches, and ſometimes keep cur very Nebles in 
Dependance, as well as habituate them q vile 
| om- 
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Companions, ', wholly take them from the Im- 
provement of their Minds, and force them, by the 
| Tales they have received, to learn and practiſe 
that infamous Dexterity upon others. 

He was perfeRly: aſtoniſhed with the hiſtorical 
Acount I gaye him of our Affairs during the laſt 


Century, proteſting it was only a Heap of Conſpi- 


racies, Rebellions, Murders, Maſſacres, Revolu- 
tions, Baniſhments, the very worſt Effects that A- 
Du Faction, -Hypoeriſy, Perſidiouſneſs, Cruel- 
ty. Rage, Madneſs, Hatred, E. Laſt, Malice, 
or Ambi ition, could produce. 

His Majeſty in another * Bonk was at che 
Pains to recapitulate the Sum of all I had ſpoken, 
compared the . Queſtions he made with the An- 
ſwers I had given; then taking me into his Hands, 
and ſtroaking mend, delivered himſelf in theſe 
Words, which I mall never forget, nor the Man- 
ner he ſpoke them in: My little Friend Grildrig. 
you have made a moſt admirable Panegyric upon 
your Country ;. Yau have clearly proved that Igno- 
88 Idleneſs, and Vice are the proper Ingredi- 

nts for Qualifying a Legiſlator : That Laws are 
beſt explained, interpreted, and applied by thoſe 
whoſe Intereſt and Abilities: lie in perverting, 
confounding, and eluding them. I obſerve a- 
mong you ſome Lines of an Inſtitution, which in 
its Original might have been tolerable, but theſe 
half eraſed, and the reſt wholly blurred and blot- 
ted by Corruptions. It doth not a from all 
you have ſaid, how any one Perfection is re- 
quired toward the Procurement of any one Sta- 
tion among you; much leſs that Men are en- 
nobled on Account of their Virtue, that Prieſts 
are advanced for their Piety or Learning, Soldi- 
ers for their nage or * Judges for ons 
nte- 
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Integrity, Senators for the Love of their Country; 
| _ Counſellors for their Wiſdom. As for your- 
ſelf (continued the King) who have ſpent the 
uf Pur ef your e n e, 

you may hi ve eſcaped 
gx But by what I 


poſed to 
many Vices 
have gathered — your on Relation, and' the 


Anſwers I have with much Pains wri and ex- 
torted from you, I cannot but conclude the Bulk 
of your Natives to be the moſt pernicious Race of 
little odious Vermin that Nature ever ſeffered to 
* upon the Garſacv oF den er i 
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Propoſal. of — Advantage to the King, 
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dance in Politics, The Learning of 7155 
Country very eat and confined. 

Laws, and military N 1 and 2780 iq 
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'OTHTNG but an extreme » Tio f Track 
could have hindered me from concealing 
this Part of my Story. It was in vain to diſco- 
ver my Reſentments, * were always turned in- 
to Ridicule; ; and I was farced to reſt with Pati- 
ence, while my noble and moft beloved Country 
was ſo injuriouſly treated. I am heartily ſorry as 
any of my Readers can poſſibly be, that ſuch an 


Occaſion was given: But this Prince happened to 
be ſo curious and inquiſitive upon every Particular, 
that it could not confiſt either with Gratitade or 
good Manners to refuſe giving him — 

on 


2 BROBDINGNAG. 147 


faction I was able. Vet thus much I may be al- 
lowed” to ſay in my own Vindication, That E 
artfully eluded many of his Queſtions, and 1 * 
to every Point a a favourable Turh b 
Digrecs than the Strictneſs of Truth wouk: allow: 
For I have always borne that laudable 

to my own Country, which Dionyfius Halicarnafſ+ 


ente, with ſo much Juſtice recommends to an Hif- 


torian: I would hide the Frailties and Defor- 
mities of my political Mother, and place her Vir- 


tues and Beauties in the moſt advantageous Light. 
This was my fincere Endeavour in thoſe many 


Diſcourſes I had with that Monarch; — it 


unfortanately failed of Sacceſs. 
But great Allowances ſhould be given to a 
who lives wholly ſecluded from the reſt of the 
World, and wh therefore be altogether unacs 
quainted with the Manners and Cuſtoms that moſt 
1 in other Nations: The Want of which 
owledge will ever produce many Prejadices, 
and a certain Narrowne/s of Thinking, from which 
we and the politer Countries of Europe are wholly 
exempted. And it would be hard, indeed, if 
ſo remote a Prince's Notions of Virtue and Vice 
were to be offered as a Standard for all Mankind. 
To confirm what I have now faid, and further; 


to ſhew the miſerable Effects of a confined Education, 


T ſhall here inſert a Paſſage which will hardly obtain 
Belief. In Hopes to ingratiate myſelf farther into his 
Majeſty's Favour, I told him of an Invention diſco- 
vered between three and four hundred Years ago, 
to make a certain Powder, into an Heap of which 
the ſmalleſt Spark of Fire falling, would Kindle 
the Whole in a Moment, although it were as big 
as a Mountain, and make it all fly up in the Air 
together, with a Noiſe and Agitation greater 

L 2 | than 
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than Thunder. That a proper . Quantity of this 
Powder rammed into an hollow tube of Braſs or 
Iron, according to its Bigneſ-, would drive a Ball 
of Iron or Lead with ſuch Violence and Speed, as 
nothing was able to ſuſtain its Force. 'That the 
largeſt Balls, thus diſcharged, would not only de- 
ſtroy whole Ranks of an Army at once, but bat- 
ter the ſtrongeſt Walls to the Ground, fink down 
Ships, with a thouſand Men in each, to the Bot- 

tom of the Sea ; and, when linked together by a 
Chain, would cut through Maſts and Rigging, di- 
vide Hundreds of Bodies in-the Middle, and lay 


all waſte before them. U hat we often put this 


Powder into large hollow Balls of Iron, and diſ- 
charged them by an Engine into ſome. City we 
were * 2 „ which would rip up the Pavements, 
tear the 4 to Pieces, burſt and throw Splin- 
ters on every Side, daſhing out the Brains of all 
who came near. That I knew the Ingredients very 
well, which were cheap, and common; I-underſtood 
the Manner of compounding them, and could di- 
rect his Workmen how to make thoſe Tubes of 


a Size proportionable to all other Things in his 


Majeſty's Kingdom, and the largeſt need not be 
above an hundred Feet long ; twenty or thirty of 
which Tubes, charged with the proper Quantity 
of Powder and Balls, would batter down the Walls 
of the ſtrongeſt Town in his Dominions in few 
Hours, or deſtroy the whole Metropolis, if ever it 
ſhould pretend to diſpute his abſolute Commands. 
This I humbly offered to his Majeſty, as a ſmall 
Tribute of Acknowledgment in Return of ſo ma- 
ny Marks that I had received of his Royal Fa- 
vour and Protection. 1 2 

The 
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The King was ſtruck with Horror at the De- 
ſeription I had given of thoſe terrible Engines, 


and the Propoſal I had made. He was amazed 
how ſo impotent and groveling an Inſect as I 


(theſe were his Expreſſions) could entertain ſuch 
inhuman Ideas, and in ſo familiar a Manner, as 
to appear wholly unmoved at all the Scenes of 


Blood and Deſolation, which I had painted as the 


common Effects of thoſe deſtructive Machines, 


whereof, he ſaid, ſome evil Genius, Enemy to 
Mankind, muſt have been the firſt Contriver. As 


for himſelf, he proteſted, that, although few 


Things delighted him ſa much as new Diſcove- 
Ties in Art or in Nature, yet he would rather loſe 
half his Kingdom, than be privy to ſuch a Secret, 
which he commanded me, as I valued my Life, 
never to mention any more. | 
A ſtrange Effect of narrow Principles and ſort 
' Views that a Prince poſſeſſed of every Quality 
which procures Veneration, Love, and Eſteem 3 
of ſtrong Parts, great Wiſdom, , and profound 
Learning, endued with admirable Talents, for Go- 
vernment, and almoſt adored by his Subjects, 
ſhould, from a nice unneceſſary Scruple, whereof 
in Europe we can have no Conception, let ſlip an 
Opportunity put into his Hands, that would have 
made him abſolute Maſter of the Lives, the Li- 
berties, and the Fortunes of his People. Neither 
do I ſay this with the leaſt Intention to detract 
from the many Virtues of that excellent King, 
whoſe Character, I am ſenſible, will, on this Ac- 
count, be very much leſſened, in the Opinion of 
an Engliſb· Reader: But I take this Defet among 
them to have riſen from their Ignorance, by not 
having hitherto reduced Politics into a Science, as 
the more acute Wits of Europe have done, For 1 
| L 3 rememe 
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remember very well, in a Diſcourſe one Day with 
the King, when I happened to ſay there were 
ſeveral thouſand Books among us, written upon 
the rt of Government, it gave him (directly con- 
trary to my Intention) a very mean Opinion of 


our Underſtandings. He profeſſed both to abo- ' 


minate and deſpife all Myftery, Refinement, and 
TIntrioue, either in a Prince or a Miniſter. He 
could not tell what I meant by Secrets of State, 
where an Enemy, or ſome Rival Nation, were not 


in the Caſe. He confined the Knowledge of Go · 


verning within very narrow Bounds, to common 
Senſe and Reaſon, to Juſtice and Lenity, to the 
ſpeedy Determination of civil and ' criminal Cau- 
es; with ſome other obvious Topics, which are 
not worth conſidering. And, he gave it for his 
Opinion, that whoever could make two Ears of 
Corn, or two Blades of Graſs, to grow upon a 
Spot of Ground where only one gtew before, 
would deſerve better of Mankind, and do more eſ- 
ſential Service, to his Country, than ithe whole 
Race of Politicians put together. r 

The Learning of this People is very deſective, 
conſiſting only in Morality, Hiſtory, Poetry, and 
Mathematics, wherein they muſt be allowed to 
excel. But, the laſt of theſe is wholly applied 
to what may be uſeful in Life, to the Improve- 
ment of Agriculture, and all mechanical Arts; 
ſo that among us it would be little eſteemed. And 
as to Ideas, Entities, Abſtractions, and Tranſcen- 
dentals, I could never drive the lcaſt Conception 
into their Heads. | , 

No Law of that Country muſt exceed in Words 
the Number of Letters in their Alphabet, which 


* 


conſiſts only in two and twenty. But, indeed, 


few of them extend even to that Length. They 
are 
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are expreſſed in the moſt plain and fimple Terms, 
wherein thoſe People are not mercurial enough to 
diſcover above one Interpretation: And to write a 
Comment any Law is a capital Crime. As 
to the Deciſion of civil Cauſes, or Proceedings a- 
inſt Criminals, either Precedents are fo few, 
that they have little-Reaſon to boaſt of any extra- 
ordinary Skill in them. | 5 
They have had the Art of Printing, as well as 
the Chineſe, Time out of Mind: But their Libra- 
ries are not very large; for that of the King's, 
which is reckoned the biggeſt, doth not amount 
to above a thouſand Volumes, placed in a Galle- 
ry of twelve hundred Feet long, from whence I 
had Liberty to borrow what Books I pleaſed. The 
Queen's Joiner had contrived, in one of Glumdal- 
cliteb's Rooms, a Kind of wooden Machine five 
and twenty Feet high, formed like a ftanding 
Ladder, the Steps were each fifty Feet long: It 
was, indeed, a moveable Pair of Stairs, the loweſt 
End placed at ten Feet Diſtance from the Wall of 
the Chamber. The Book I had a Mind to read 
was put up leaning againſt the Wall: I firſt 
mounted to the upper Step of the Ladder, and, 
turning my Face towards the Book, began at the 
Top of the Page, and ſo walking to the right and 
left, about eight or ten Paces, according to the 
Length of the Lines, till I had gotten a little be- 
low the Level of mine Eyes, and then deſcending 
ually till I came to the Bottom: After which 
mounted again, and began the other Page in the 
ſame Manner, and ſo turned over the Leaf, 
which I could eaſily do with both my Hands, for 
it was as thick and ſtiff as a Paſte-board, and, in 
the largeſt Folio's, not above eighteen or twenty 


Feet long. 
| L4 Their 
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Their Style is clear, maſculine, and ſmooth, 
but not florid ; for they avoid nothing more than 


_ multiplying unneceſſary Words, or ufing various 


Expreſſions. I have peruſed many of their Books, 
eſpecially thoſe in Hiſtory and Morality. Among 
thereſt, I was much diverted with a little old Trea- 
tiſe, which always lay in Glumdalclitch's Bed- 
chamber, and belonged to her Governeſs, a grave 
elderly Gentlewoman, who dealt in Writings of 


| Morality and Devotion. The Book treats of the 


Weakneſs of human Kind, and is in little Eſteem, - 
except among the Women and the Vulgar. How- 


ever, I was curious to ſee what an Author of that 


Country could ſay upon ſuch a Subject. This 
Writer went through all the uſual Topics of Ez- 
ropean Moraliſts, ſhewing how diminutive, con- 
temptible, and helpleſs an Animal was Man in his 
own Nature ; how unable to defend himſelf from 
Inclemencies of. the Air, or the Fury of wild 
Beaſts: How much he was excelled by one Crea- 
ture in Strength, by another in Speed, by a third 


in Foreſight, by a fourth in Induſtry. He added, 


that Nature was degenerated in theſe Jatter de- 
clining Ages of the World, and could now pro- 
duce only {mall abortive Births, in Compariſon of 
thoſe in antient Times. He ſaid, it was very 
reaſonable to think, not only that the Species of 
Men were originally much larger, but alſo, that 


there muſt have been Giants in former Ages, 


which, as it is aſſerted by Hiſtory and Tradition, 
ſo it hath been confirmed by huge Bones and 
Skulls: caſually dug up in ſeveral] Parts of the 


Kingdom, far exceeding the common dwindling 


Race of Man in our Days. He argued, that the 
very Laws of Nature abſolutely required we ſhould 
have been made in the Beginning, of a Size more 
| large 
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hrge and robuſt, not ſo liable to Deſtruction from 
every little Accident of a'Tile falling from an 
Houſe, or a Stone caſt from the Hand of a Boy, 
or being drowned in a little Brook. From this 
Way of Reaſoning, the Author drew ſeveral mo- 
ral Applications uſeful in the Conduct of Life, but 
needleſs here to repeat. For my Part, I could 
not - avoid refleting how univerſally this Talent 
was ſpread, of drawing Lectures in Morality, or, 
indeed, rather Matter of Diſcontent and Re- 
pining, from the Quarrels we raiſe with Nature. 
And, I believe, upon a ſtrict Enquiry, thoſe 
Quarrels might be ſhewn as ill grounded among 
us, as they are among that People. DIY 
As to their Military Airs, they boaſt that the 
King's Army conſiſts of an hundred and ſeventy- 
fix thouſand Foot, and thirty-two thou and Horſe: 
If that may be called an Army which is made up 
of Tradeſmen in the ſeveral Cities, and Farmers 
in the Country, whoſe Commanders are only the 
Nobility and Gentry, without Pay or Reward. 
'They are, indeed, perfe& enpugh in their Exer- 
ciſes, and under very good Diſcipline, wherein 1 
faw no great Merit ; for how ſhould it be other- 
wiſe, where every Farmer is under the Command 
of his own Landlord, and every Citizen under that 
of the principal Men in his own City, choſen af- 
ter the Manner of Venice by Ballot? 

J have often ſeen the Militia of Lorbulorud 
drawn out to Exerciſe in a great Field near the 
City, of twenty Miles ſquare. They were, in 
all, not above twenty-five thouſand Foot, and ſix 
| thouſand Horſe ; but it was impoſſible for me to 
compute their Number, conſidering the Space of 
Ground they took up. A Cavalier, mounted on a 
large Steed, might be about ninety Feet high. I 


have 
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have ſeen this whole Body of Horſe, upon a 
Word of Command, draw their Swords at once, 
and brandiſh them in the Air. Imagination can fi- 
gure nothing ſo grand, ſo ſurpriſing, and ſo aſto- 
niſhing ! It looked as if ten — Flaſhes of 
Lightening were darting at the ſame Time from 
every Quarter of the Sky. 

I was curious to know how this Prince, to 
whoſe Dominions there is no Acceſs from any o- 
ther Country, came to think of Armies, or to 
teach his People the Practice of military Diſcipline, 
But I was ſoon informed, both by Converſation, 
and reading their Hiſtories : For, in the Courſe 
of many Ages, they have been troubled with the 
ſame Diſeaſe to which the whole Race of Mankind 
is ſubject; the Nobility often contending for Pow- 
er, the People for Liberty, and the King for ab- 
ſolute Dominion. All which, however, happily 
tempered by the Laws of that Kingdom, have 


been ſometimes violated by each of the three Par- 
ties, and have once, or more, occaſioned Civil 
. Wars, the laſt whereof was happily put an End to 
by this Prince's Grandfather in a general Com- 
poſition ;- and the Militia, then ſettled with com- 
mon Conſent, hath been ever ſince kept in the 
fricteſt Duty, =; 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The King and Queen make a Progreſs to the 
Frontiers, The Author attends them. The 
Manner in which he leaves the Country very 
particularly related. He returns to England, 


| TW 

Had always a ſtrong Impulſe, that I ſhould 
ſome Time recoyer my Liberty, though it 
was impoſſible to conjecture by what Means, or 
to form any Project with the leaſt Hope of ſuc- 
ceeding. The Ship, in which I failed, was the 
firſt ever known to be driven within Sight of that 
Coaſt, and the King had given ſtrict Orders, that, 
if at any Time another appeared, it ſhould be 
taken aſhore, and, with all its Crew and Paſſen- 
gers, brought in a Tumbril to Lorbrulzrud. He 
was ſtrongly bent to get me a Woman of my own 
Size, by whom I might propagate the Breed : 
But, I think, I ſhould rather have died, than un- 
dergone the Diſgrace of leaving a Poſterity to be 
kept in Cages like tame Canary Birds, and per- 
haps, in Lime, fold about the Kingdom to Per- 
ſons of Quality for Curioſities. I was, indeed, 
treated with much Kindneſs : I was the Favourite 
of a great King and Queen, and the Delight of 
the whole Court ; but it was upon ſuch a Foot, as 
ill became the Dignity of human Kind. I could 
never forget thoſe domeſtic Pledges I had left be- 
hind me. I wanted to be among People with 
whom I could converſe upon even '{erms, and 
walk about the Streets and Fields, without being a- 
' fraid of being trod to Death, like a Frog, or a 
young Puppy. But my Deliverznce came ſooner 
than I expected, and, in a Manner, not very 
com- 
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common: The whole Story and Circumſtances of 
which I ſhall faithfully relate. . | 

I had now been two Years in this Country ; 
and, about the inning of the third, G/umdal- 
clitch and I attended the King and Queen in a 
Progreſs to the South Coaſt of the * 1 
was carried, as uſual, in my Travelling- Box, 
which, as I have already deſcribed, was a very 
convenient Cloſet of twelve Feet wide. And 1 
had ordered a Hammock to be fixed, by filken 


' Ropes, from the four Corners at the Top, to 


break the Jolts, when a Servant carried me be- 
fore him on Horſeback, as I ſometimes defired, 
and wou'd often ſleep in my Hammock while we 
were upon the Road. On the Roof of my Cloſet, 
not directly over the Middle of the Hammock, I 
ordered the Joiner to cut out a Hole of a Foot 


ſquare, to give me Air in hot Weather, as I ſlept; 


which Hole I ſhut, at Pleaſure, with a Board that 
drew backwards and forwards through a Groove. 

When we came to our Journey's End, the King 
thought proper to paſs a few Days at a Palace he 
hath near Flanflaſnic, a City within eighteen 
Engliþ Miles of the Sea-fide. G/umdalclitch and 
I was much fatigued : I had gotten a ſmali Cold, 
but the poor Girl was ſo ill, as to be confined to 
her Chamber. I longed to ſee the Ocean, which 
muſt be the only Scene of my Eſcape, if ever it 
ſhould happen. I pretended to be worſe than 1 
really was, and deſired Leave to take the freſh 
Air of the Sea, with a Page I was very fond of, 
and who had ſometimes been truſted with me. I 
mall never forget with what Unwillingneſs G/um- 


" aalclitch conſented, nor the ſtrict Charge ſhe gave 


the Page to be careful of me, burſting at the ſame 
time into a Flood of Tears, as if the had ſome 
| Fore- 
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Foreboding of what was to happen. The Boy 
took me out in my Box about half an Hour's 
Walk from the Palace towards the Rocks on the 
Sea-ſhore. I ordered him to ſet me down, and, 
lifting up one of my Saſhes, caſt many a wiſtful 
melancholy Look towards the Sea. I found my- 
ſelf not very well, and told the Page that 1 had a 
Mind to take a Nap in my Hammock, which I 
hoped would do me Good. I got in, and the Boy 
ſhut the Window cloſe down to keep out the 
Cold. I ſoon fell aſleep, and all I can conjec- 
ture is, that, while I ſlept, the Page, think- 
ing no Danger could happen, went among the 
Rocks to look for Birds Eggs, having before ob- 
ſerved him from my Window ſearching about, 
and picking up one or two in the Clefts. Be that 
as it will, I found myſelf ſuddenly awaked with 
a violent Pull upon the Ring which was faſtened at 
the Top.of my Box, for the Conveniency of Car- 
rage. I felt my Box raiſed very high in the Air, 
and then borne forward with prodigious Speed. 
The firſt Jolt had like to have ſhaken me out of 
my Hammock, but afterwards the Motion was 
_ eaſy enough. I called out ſeveral Times, as loud 
as 4 could raiſe my Voice, but all to no Purpoſe, 
I looked towards my Windows, and could ſee no. 
thing but the Clouds and Sky. I heard a Noiſe 
over my Head like the Clapping of Wings, and - 
then began to perceive the wo'u! Condition I was 
in, that ſome Eagle had got the Ring of my Box 
in his Beak, with an Intent to let it fall on a Rock 
like a Tortoiſe in a Shell, and then pick out my 
Body, and devour it. For the Sagacity and Smell 
of this Bird enabled him to diſcover his Quarry at 
a great Diſtance, though better concealed than L 

could be within a two-inch Board. 
In 


e  ZVoracyii : 

In a little Time I obſerved the Noiſe and Flut- 
ter of Wings to increaſe very faſt, and my Box 
was toſſed up and down like a Sign-poſt in a win- 
dy Day. I heard ſeveral Bangs or Buffets, as I 
thought, given to the Eagle (for ſuch I am cer- 
tain it muſt have been that held the Ring of my 
Box in his Beak) and then all on a ſudden felt my- 
ſelf falling perpendicularly down for above a Mi - 
nute, but with ſuch incredible Swiftneſs that I al- 
moſt loſt my Breath. My Fall was ſtopped by a 
terrible Squaſh, that ſounded louder to my Ears 
than the Cataract of Niagara; after which I was 
quite in the Dark for another Minute, and then 
my Box began to riſe ſo high that I could fee 
Light from the Tops of the Windows, I now 

rceived that I was fallen into the Sea. My Box; 
6 the Weight of my Body, the Goods that were 
in, and the broad Plates of Iron fixed for Strength 
at the four Corners of the Top and Bottom, float- 
ed above five Feet deep in Water. I did then; 
and do now ſuppoſe that the Eagle which flew a- 
way with my Box was purſued by two or three 
others, and forced to let me drop while he was 
defending himſelf againſt the reſt, who hoped to 
ſhare in the Prey. The Plates of Iron faſtened at 
the Bottom of the Box {for thoſe were the ſtrong- 
eſt) preſerved the Balance while it fell, and hin- 
dered it from being broken on the Surface of the 
Water. Every Joint of it was well grooved; and 
the Door did not move on Hinges, but up and 
down like a Saſh, which kept my Cloſet fo tight 
that very little Water came in. I got with much 
Difficulty out of my Hammock. having firſt ven- 
tured to draw back the Slip-board on the Roof 
already mentioned, contrived on Purpoſe to let in 

at? = Air, 
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Alr, for Want of which I found myſelf almoſt 
How oftendid I then wiſh'myſelf with my dear 
Glumaalclitch, from whom one fingle Hour had ſo 
far divided me] And I may ſay, with Truth, that, 
in the Midſt of my own Misfortanes I could not 
_ forbear lamenting my poor Nurſe, the Grief ſne 
would ſuffer for my Loſs, the Diſpleaſure of the 
Queen, and the Ruin of her Fortune. Perhaps 
many Travellers have not been under greater Diffi 
culties and Diſtreſs than J was at this Juncture, 
expecting every Moment to ſee my Box daſhed in 
Pieces, or at leaſt overſet by the firſt violent Blaſt, 
or a riſing Wave. A Breach in one ſingle Pane of 
Glaſs would have been immediate Death : Nor 
could any Thing have preſerved the Windows 
but the ſtrong Lattice-wires placed on the Outſide 
againſt Accidents in Travelling. I faw the Wa- 
ter ooze in at ſeveral Crannies, although the 
Leaks were not conſiderable, and I endeavoured 
to ſtop theta as well as I could. I was not able 
to lift up the Roof of my Cloſet, which other- 
wiſe I certainly ſhould have done, and fat on the 
Top of it, where I might, at leaſt, preſerve my- 
ſelf ſome Hours longer than by being ſhut up, as 
I may call it, in the Hold. Or, if I eſcaped theſe 
Dangers for a Day or two, what could I expe& 
but a miſerable Death of Cold and Hunger! I 
was four Hours under theſe Circumſtances, ex- 
pecting, and indeed, wiſhing every Moment to be 
my laſt. 

I have already told the Reader, that there were 
two ſtrong Staples fixed upon that Side of my Box 
which had no Window, and into which the Ser- 
vant who uſed to carry me on Horſeback would 
put à leathern Belt, and buckle it about his — 
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Being in this diſconſolate State; I heard or at leaſt 
thought I heard ſome Kind of grating Noiſe 
on that Side of my Box where the Staples 
were fixed, and ſoon after I began to fancy 
that the Box was pulled or towed along in the 
Sea; for I now and then felt a Sort of Tugging, 
which made the, Waves riſe near the Tops of my 
Windows, leaving me almoſt in the Dark. This 
gave me ſome faint Hopes of Relief ; although 
I was not able to imagine how it. could be brought 
about. I ventured to unſcrew one of my Chairs, 
which were always faſtened to the Floor; and hav- 
ing made a hard Shift to ſcrew it down again di- 
rectly under the Slipping-board that I had lately 
opened, I mounted on the Chair, and, putting my 
Mouth as near as I could to the Hole, I called 
for Help in a loud Voice, and in all the Lan- 
guages I underſtood. I then faſtened my Hanker- 
Chief to a Stick I uſually carried, and, thruſting it 
up the Hole, waved it ſeveral. Times in the Air, 
that, if any Boat or Ship were near, the Seamen 
might conjecture ſome unhappy Mortal to be ſhut 
up in the Box. eee 
I found no Effet from all I could do, but plain- 
ly perceived my Cloſet to be moved along; and 
in Ne Space of an Hour, or better, that Side of 
the Box where the Staples were, and had no Win- 
dow, ſtruck againſt ſomething that was hard. I 
apprehended it to be 2a Rock, and found myſelf 
toſſed more than ever. I plainly heard a Noiſe 
upon the Cover of my Cloſet, like that of a Cable, 
and the Grating of it as it paſted through the Ring. 
T then found myſelf hoiſted up by Degrees, at 
lealt three Feet higher than I was before. Where- 
upon I again thruſt up my Stick and Handker- 
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chief, calling for, Help till I was almoſt hoarſe. 
In Return to which, I heard a great Shout repeat- 
ed three Times, giving me ſuch Tranſports of Joy, 

as are not to be conceived but by thoſe who feel 
them. I now heard a Trampling over my Head, 

and ſome-body calling through the Hole with a 
loud Voice in the Ezxg4/4 Tongue, If there be a- 

ny Body below, let them ſpeak. I anſwered, I 
was an Englibman, drawn by ill Fortune into the 
greateſt Calamity that ever any Creature under- 
went, and begged, by all that was moving, to be 
delivered out of the Dungeon I was in. The 
Voice replied, I was ſafe, for my Box was faſten- 
ed to their Ship; and the Carpenter ſhould im- 

mediately come and ſaw an Hole in the Cover 
large enough to pull me out. I anſwered, that 
was needleſs, and would take up too much Time, 
for there was no more to be done, but let one of 
the Crew put his Finger into the Ring, and take 
the Box out of the Sea into the Ship, and ſo into. 
the Captain's Cabbin. Some of them, upon hear- 
ing me talk ſo wildly, thought I was mad ; others. 
laughed; for indeed it never came into my Head 
that I was now got among People of my own Sta- 
ture and Strength. 'The Carpenter came, and in 
few Minutes ſawed a Paſſage about four Feet 
fquare, then let down a ſmall Ladder, upon which 
I mounted, and from thence was taken into the 
Ship in a very weak Condition. 3 
The Sailors were all in Amazement, and asked 

me a thouſand Queſtions, which I had no Inclina- 


tion to anſwer. I was equally confounded at 
the Sight of ſo many Pigmies, for ſuch I took 
them to be, after having ſo long accuſtomed. 
mine Eyes to the monſtrous Objects I had left. But 

the Captain, Mr. Thomas Wilcocks, an honeſt wor- 
3 M thy 
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thy Shrophire Man, obſerving I was ready to faint, 
— — into his Cabbin, 2 me a Cordial to 
comfort me, and made me to furn in upon his 
own Bed, adviſing me to take a little Reſt, of 
which I had great Need. Before I went to ſleep, 
F gave him to underſtand that 1 had valuable Far- 
niture in my Box, too good to be loſt; a fine 
Hammock, an handſome Field-Bed, two Chairs, 
a Table, and a Cabinet. Fhat my Cloſet was 
hung on all Sides, or rather quilted, with Silk and 
Cotton: That, if he wy nd nan 3 
bring Cloſet into his Cabbin, I would open it 
there before him, and ſhew him my Goods. The 
2 N hearing me utter theſe Abſurdities, con- 
loaded I was raving: However (I ſuppoſe to pa- 
cify me) he =o; to give Order ＋ deſired, 
and going upon Deck ſent ſome of his Men down 
into my Cloſet, from whence (as I afterwards found) 
they drew up all my Goods, and ſtripped off the 
mliting ; but the Chairs, Cabinet, and Bedſtead, 
being ſcrewed to the Floor, were mach damaged by 
the Ignorance of the Seamen, who tore them up by 
Force. Then they knocked off ſome of the Boards 
for the Uſe of the Ship, and, when they had got all 
they had a Mind for, let the Hulk drop into the Sea, 
which, by Reaſon of many Breaches made in the 
Bottom and Sides, ſunk to Rights. And indeed I 
was glad not to have been a Spectator of the Ha- 
vock they made; becauſe I am confident it would 
have ſenſibly touched me, by bringing former 
Paſſages into my Mind, which I had rather for- 
get. 

I ſlept ſome Hours, but perpetually diſturbed 
with Dreams of the Place I had left, and the Dan- 
gers I had eſcaped, However, upon waking I found 
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myſelf much recovered. It was now about eight 
oO clock at Night, and the Captain ordered Sup- 
per immediately, thinking I had already faſted 
too long. He entertained me with great Kind- 
neſs, obſerving me not too look wildiy, or talk 
inconſiſtently; and, when we were left alone, de- 
fired I would give him a Relation of my Travels, 
and by what Accident I came to be ſet adrift in 
that monſtrous wooden Cheſt. He faid, that a- 
bout twelve o'clock at Noon, as he was lookin 
through his Glaſs, he ſpied it at a Diſtance, — 
thought it was a Sail, which he had a Mind to 
make, being not much out of his Courſe, in H 
of buying ſome Bisket, his own beginning to 
ſhort. That upon coming nearer, and finding his 
Error, he ſent out his Long-boat to diſcover what 
J was; that his Men came back in a Fright, 
ſwearing they had ſeen a ſwimming Houſe. That 
he laughed at their Folly, and went himſelf in the 
Boat, ordering his Men to take a firong Cable 
along with them. That, the Weather being calm, 
he rowed round me ſeveral Times, obſerved my 
Windows, and the Wire-lattices that defended 
them. That he diſcovered two Staples upon one 
Side, which was all of Boards, without any Paſ- 
ſage for Light. He then commanded his Men to 
row up to that Side, and, faſtening a Cable to one 
of the Staples, ordered them to tow my Cheſt 
(as they called it) towards the Ship. When it was 
there, he gave Directions to faſten another Cable 
to the Ring fixed in the Cover, and to raiſe up 
my Cheſt with Pullies, which all the Sailors were 
not able to do above two or three Feet. He ſaid, 
they ſaw my Stick and Handkerchief thruſt out 
of the Hole, and concluded that ſome unhappy 
1 Man 
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Man muſt be ſhut up in the Cavity, I asked, 
Whether he or the Crew had ſeen any prodigious 
Birds in the Air about the Time he firſt diſcover- 
ed me? To which he anſwered, That, diſcourſing 
this Matter with the Sailors while J was aſleep, 
one of them ſaid, he had ob/erwed three Eagles 
flying towards the North, but remarked nothing 
of their being larger than the uſual Size, which I 
ſuppoſe muſt be imputed to the great Height they 
wereat; and he could not gueſs the Reaſon of my 
Queſtion. I then asked the Captain, How far he 
reckoned we might be from Land? He ſaid, by 
the beft Computation he could make, we were at 
leaſt an hundred Leagues. I aſſured him, that he 
muſt be miſtaken by almoſt half, for I had not left 
the Country from whence I came above two Hours 
before I dropt into the Sea. Whereupon, he 

again to think that my Brain was diſturbed, of 
which he gave me a Hint, and adviſed me to go 
to Bed in a Cabbin he had provided. I aſſured 
him 1 was well refreſhed with his good Entertain- 
ment and Company, and as much in my Senſes 
as ever I was in my Life. He then grew ſerious. 
and defired to ask me freely whether I were not 
troubled in Mind by the Conſciouſneſs of ſome 
enormous Crime, for which I was puniſhed at the 
Command of ſome Prince, by expoſing me in that 
Cheſt, as great Criminals, in other Countries, 
have been forced to Sea in a leaky Veſſel without 
Proviſions : For although he ſhould be ſorry to have 
taken ſo ill a Man into his Ship, yet he would en- 
gage his Word to ſet me ſafe a-ſhore in the firſt 
Port where we arrived. He added, that his Suſ- 
picions were much increaſed by ſome very abſurd 
Speeches I had delivered at firſt to the Sailors, and 


afterwards to himſelf, in relation to my Cloſet or 
| Cheſt; 
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Cheſt, as well as by my odd Looks and Behavicur 
while I was at Supper. 

I begged his Patience to hear me tell my Story, 
which 1 faithfully did from the laſt Time I left 
England to the Moment he firſt diſcovered me. 
And as Truth always forceth its Way into ratio- 
nal Minds, ſo this honeſt worthy Gentleman, who 
had ſome Tincture of Learning, and very good 
Senſe, was immediately convinced of my Candour 
and Veracity. But, farther to confirm all I had 
ſaid, I entreated him to give Order that my Ca- 
binet ſhould be brought, of which I had the Key 
in my Pocket, (for he had already informed me 
how the Seamen diſpoſed of my Cloſet). I open- 
ed it in his own Preſence, and ſhewed him the 
ſmall Collection of Rarities I made in the Coun- 
try from whence I had been ſo ſtrangely delivered. 
There was the Comb I had contrived out of the 
Stumps of the King's Beard, and another of the 
ſame Materials, but fixed into a Paring of her 
Majeſty's Thumb-nail, which ſerved for the Back. 
There was a Collection of Needles and Pins from 
a Foot to half a Yard long; four Waſp-ſtings, 
like Joiners Tacks ; ſome Combings of the Queen's 
Hair ; a gold Ring which one Day ſhe made me 
a Preſent of in a moſt obliging Manner, taking it 
from her little Finger, and throwing it over my 
Head like a Collar. I deſired the Captain would 
pleaſe to accept this Ring, in Return of his Civi- 
lities ; which he abſolutely refuſed. I ſhewed 
him a Corn that I had cut off with my own Hand, 
from a Maid of Honour's Toe ; it was about the 
Bigneſs of a Kentiſb Pippin, and grown fo hard, 
that, when I returned to England, I got it hollow- 
ed into a Cup, and ſet in Silver, Laſtly, I defir- 
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ed him to ſee the Breeches I had then on, which 
were made of a Mouſe's Skin. © hy 
I could force nothing on him but a Footman's 


Tooth, which I obſerved him to examine with 


reat Curioſity, and found he had a Fancy for it. 
received it with Abundance of 'Thanks, more 
than ſuch a Trifle could deſerve. It was drawn 
by an unskilful Surgeon, in a Miſtake, from one 
of Glumdalciitch's Men, who was afflicted with 
the Tooth-ach, but it was as ſound as any in his 


Head. I got it cleaned, and put it into my Ca- 


binet. It was about a Foot long, and four Inches 
in Diameter. 
The Captain was very well ſatisfied with this 


1 Relation I had given him, and ſaid, be 


oped, when we returned to Exgland, I would ob- 
lige the World by putting it in Paper, and ma- 
king it public. My Anſwer was, That I thought 
we were already over - ſtocked with Books of Ira- 
vels: That nothing could now paſs which was not 
extraordinary ; wherein I doubted ſome Authors 
leſs conſulted Truth, than their own Vanity, or 
Intereſt, or the Diverſion of ignorant Readers, 
That my Story could contain little beſides com- 


mon Events, without thoſe ornamental Deſcrip- 


tions of ſtrange Plants, Trees, Birds, and other 
Animals; or of the barbarous Cuſtoms and Idola- 
try of ſavage People, with which moſt Writers a- 
bound. However, I thanked him for his good 
Opinion, and promiſed to take the Matter into my 
Thoughts. 

He ſaid, he wondered at one Thing very much, 
which was, to hear me ſpeak ſo es, asking me 
whether the King or Queen of that Country were 
thick of Hearing. I told him, it was what I had 
been uſed to for above two Years paſt; and that I 

admired 
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admired as much at the Voices of him and his 
Men, who ſeemed to me only to whiſper, and 
et I could hear them well enough. But, when I 
poke in that Country, it was le a Man talking 
in the Street to another looking out from the Top 
of a Steeple, unleſs when I was placed on a Table, 
or held in any Perſon's Hand. I told him, I had 
| likewiſe obſerved another Thing, that when I firſt 
got into the Ship, and the Sailors ſtood all about 
me, I thought they were the moſt little contem 


tible Creatures I had ever beheld. - For, indeed, 


while I was in that Prince's Country, I could ne- 
ver endure to look in a Glaſs, after mine Eyes 
had been accuſtomed to ſuch prodigious Objects, 
becauſe the Compariſon gave me ſo deſpicable a 
Conceit of myſelf. The Captain ſaid, that, while 
we were at Supper, he obſerved me to look at 
every Thing with a Sort of Wonder, and that I 
often ſeemed hardly able to contain my Laughter, 
which he knew not well how to take, but impu- 
ted it to ſome Diſorder in my Brain. I anſwered, it 
was very true; and I wondered how I could for- 
bear, when I ſaw his Diſhes of the Size of a ſilver 
Three-pence, a Leg of Pork hardly a Mouthful, a 
Cup not ſo big as a Nut-ſhell ; and ſo I went on, 
deſcribing the reſt of his Houſhold.ſtuff and Pro- 
viſions, after the ſame Manner. For although 
the Queen had ordered a little Equipage of all 
Things neceſſary while I was in her Service, 2 
my Ideas were wholly taken up with what I ſaw 
on every Side of me, and I winked at my own Lit- 
tleneſs, as People do at their own Faults. The 
Captain underſtood my Raillery very well, and 
merrily replied with the old Ezg/;4 Proverb, that 
he doubted mine Eyes were bigger than my Belly, 
for he did not obſerve my Stomach ſo good al- 
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though I had faſted all Day; and, continuing in 
his Mirth, proteſted he would have gladly given 
an hundred Pounds to have ſeen my Cloſet in the 


Eagle's Bill, and afterwards in its Fall from ſo 


ta Height into the Sea ; which would certain- 


y have been a moſt aſtoniſhing Object, worthy to 


have the Deſcription of it tranſmitted to future 
Ages: And the Compariſon of Phaeton was ſo 
obvious, that he could not forbear applying it, 
although I did not much admire Conceit. 


The Captain, having been at Tonguin, was, in 


| His Return to England, driven North-eaſtward, to 
the Latitude of 44 Degrees, and of Longitude 


143. But, meeting a Trade-wind two Days after 


JI came on Board him, we failed Southward a n 
Time, and coaſting Neau-Holland, kept our Courſe 
Weſt-ſouth-weſt, and then South-ſouth-weſt, till 


we doubled the Cape of Good Hope. Our Voyage 


was very profperous, but I ſhall not trouble the 
Reader with a Journal of it. The Captain called 
in at one or two Ports, and ſent in his Long-boat 
for Proviſions and freſh Water, but I never went 
out of the Ship till we came into the Downs, 
which was on . third Day of June, 1706, about 
nine Months after my Eſcape. I offered to leave 
my Goods in Security for Payment of my 
Freight; but the Captain proteſted he would not 
receive one Farthing. We took kind Leave of 
each other, and I made him promiſe he would 
come to ſee me at my Houſe in Redrif, I hired 
a Horſe and Guide for five Shillings, which I 
borrowed of the Captain. 

As I was on the Road, obſerving the Littleneſs 
of the Houſes, the Trees, the Cattle, and the 
People, I began to think myſelf in Lilliput. I 

was afraid of trampling on every Traveller I _ 
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and often called aloud to have them ſtand out of 


the Way, fo that I had like to have gotten one 


or two broken Heads for my Impertinence. 


When J came to my own Houſe, for which I 
was forced to enquire, one of the Servants o 
ing the Door, I bent dow tp go in (like a Goole 
under a Gate) for Fear of ſtriking my Head. My 
Wife ran out to embrace me, but I ſtooped lower 


than her Knees, thinking ſhe could otherwiſe ne- 


ver be able to reach my Mouth. My Daughter 
kneeled to ask me Bleſſing, but I could not ſee 
her till ſhe aroſe, having been ſo long uſed to 
ſtand with my Head and Eyes erect, to above ſix- 
ty Feet ; and then I went to take her up with one 
Hand, by the Waiſt. I looked down upon the 


. Servants, and one or two Friends who were in the 
Houſe, as if they had been Pigmies, and I a Gi- 


ant, I told my Wife ſhe had been too thrifty, 


for I found ſhe had ſtarved herſelf and her Daugh- 


ter to nothing. In ſhort, I behaved myſelt ſo 
unaccountably, that they were all of the Captain's 
Opinion when he firſt ſaw me, and concluded I 
had loſt my Wits. This I mention as an Inſtance 
of the great Power of Habit and Prejudice. 

In a little Time, I and my Family and Friends 
came to a right Underſtanding : But my Wife 
proteſted I ſhould never go to Sea any more ; al- 
though my evil Deſtiny to ordered, that ſhe had 
not Power to hinder me, as the Reader may know 
hereafter. In the mean Time, I here conclude 
the ſecond Part of my unfortunate Voyages. 


The End of the Second Part. 
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AVK. 
"PAR TIN 
A Voyage to LAPUTA, BALNIBARBI, 


LuGGNAGG, GLUBBDUBDRIB, and 
Jae an. 


CHAP. I. 
The Author ſets out on his third Voyage, is taken 


by Pyrates, The Malice of a Dutchman. 


His Arrival at an Iſland, He is received iu- 
to Laputa. 


Captain William Robinſon, a Corniſh Man, 
Commander of the Hope-wwell, a ſtoat Ship of 


I Had not been at Home above ten Days, when 


three hundred Tuns, came to my Houſe, I had 


formerly been Surgeon of another Ship where he 
was Matter, and a fourth Part Owner, in a Voy- 
age to the Levant ; he had always treated me 
more like a Brother, than an inferior Officer, and, 
hearing of my Arrival, made me a Viſit, as I ap- 
prehended, only out of Friendſhip, for nothing 
paſſed more than what 1s uſual after long Ab- 


{ences. But repeating his Viſits often, expreſſing 


his Joy to find me in good Health, asking whe- 
ther I were now ſettled for Life, adding, that he 
intended 
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intended a Voyage to the Eafi-ladies, in two 


Months ; at lait he plainly invited me, though 
with ſome Apologies, to be Surgeon of the Ship; 
that I ſhould have another Surgeon under me, be- 
ſides our two Mates ; that my Sallary ſhould be 


double to the uſual Pay; and that having expe-. 


rienced my Knowledge in Sea-affairs, to be at 
leaſt equal to his, he would enter into any En- 

gement to follow my Advice, as much as if I 
bad ſhared in the Command. 

He ſaid ſo many other obliging Things, and 
I knew him to be ſo honeſt a Man, that I could 
not reject his Propoſal ; the Thirſt I had of ſeeing 
the World, notwithſtanding my paſt Misfortunes, 
continuing as violent as ever. The only Difficul- 
ty that remained, was to perſuade my Wite, 
whoſe Conſent, however, I at laſt obtained, by 
the Proſpect of Advantage ſhe propoſed to her 
Children. h 

We ſet out the 5th Day of Auguſt, 1706, and 
arrived at Fort St. George the 11th of April, 1707. 
We ſtayed there three Weeks to refreſh our Crew, 
many of whom were ſick. From thence we went 
to Tonquin, where the Captain reſolved to conti- 
nue ſome Time, becauſe many of the Goods he 
intended to buy were not ready, nor could he ex- 
pect to be diſpatched in ſeveral Months. There- 
fore, in Hopes to defray ſome of the Charges he 
mult be at, he bought a Sloop, loaded it with ſe- 
veral Sorts of Goods, wherewith the. Tonguine ſe 
uſually trade to the neighbouring Iſlands, and 
putting fourteen Men on Board, whereof three 
were of the Country, he appointed me Maſter of 
the Sloop, and gave me Power to traffic, while he 
tranſacted his Affairs at Tonguin. | 
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We had not ſailed above three Days, when, a 
great Storm ariſing, we were driven five Days to 
the North- north-eaſt, and then to the Eaſt ; after 
which we had fair Weather, but ſtill with a pret- 
ty ſtrong Gale from the Weſt. Upon the tenth 
Day, we were chaced by two Pyrates, who ſoon 
overtook us; for my Sloop was ſo deep loaden, 
that ſhe ſailed very ſlow, neither were we in a 
Condition to defend ourſelves. 

We were boarded about the ſame Time by both 
the Pyrates, who entered furiouſly at the Head of 
their Men; but finding us all proſtrate upon our 
Faces (tor ſo I gave Order) they pinioned us with 
ſtrong Ropes, and, ſetting a Guard upon us, went 
to ſearch the Sloop. | - 

I obſerved among them a Dutchman, who 
ſeemed to be of ſome Authority, though he was 
not Commander of either Ship. He knew us by 
our Countenances to be Eng/i/bmen, and, jabber- 
ing to us in his own Language, ſwore we ſhould 
be tied Back to Back, and thrown into the Sea. 
J ſpoke Dutch tolerably well; I told him who we 
were, and begged him, in Conſideration of our 
being Chriſtians and Proteſtants, of neighbouring 
Countries, in ſtrict Alliance, that he would move 
the Captains to take ſome Pity on us. This in- 
flamed his Rage, he repeated his Threatenings, 
and, turning to his Companions, ſpoke with great 


_ .. Vehemence, in the Japancſe Language, as I ſup- 
poſe, often uſing the Word Cyriſtianos. 


The largeſt of the two Pyrate Ships was com- 
manded by a 7 apane/e Captain, who ſpoke a lit- 
tle Datch, but very imperfectly. He came up to 
me, and after ſeveral Queſtions, which I anſwer- 
ed in great Humility, he ſaid we ſhould not die. 
made the Captain a very low Bow, and, then 

turn» 
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turning to the Dutchman, ſaid, I was ſorry to 
find more Mercy in a Heathen, than in a Brother 
Chriſtian. But I had ſoon Reaſon to repent thoſe 
fooliſh Words: For that malicious Reprobate, 
having often endeavoured in vain to perſuade both 
the Captains that I might be thrown into the Sea 
(which they would not yield to after the Promiſe 
made me, that I ſhould not die) however pre- 
vailed ſo far as to have a Puniſhment inflited on 
me, worſe, in all human Appearance, than 
Death itſelf, My Men were ſent, by an equal 
Diviſion, into both the Pyrate Ships, and my 
Sloop new manned. As to myſelf, it was deter- 
mined that I ſhould be ſet a-drift, in a ſmall Ca- 
| noe, with Paddles and a Sail, and four Days Pro- 
viſions, which laſt the Japaneſe Captain was ſo 
kind to double out of his own Stores, and would 
permit no Man to ſearch me. I got down into 
the Canoe, while the Dutchman, ſtanding upon the 
Deck, loaded me with all the Curſes, and injuri- 
ous 'Terms, his Language could afford. | 

About an Hour before we ſaw the Pyrates, I 
had taken an Obſervation, and found we were in 
the Latitude of 46 N. and of Longitude 183. 
When I was at ſome Diſtance from the Pyrates, I 
diſcovered by my Pocket-glaſs ſeveral Iſlands to 
the South-eaſt. I ſet up my Sail, the Wind be- 
ing fair, with a Deſign to reach the neareſt of 
thoſe Iflands, which 1 made a Shift to do in about 
three Hours, It was all rocky, however 1 got 
many Birds Eggs, and, ſtriking Fire, I kindled 
ſome Heath and dry Sea-weed, by which I roaſt- 
ed my Eggs. I eat no other Supper, being re- 
ſolved to ipare my Proviſions as much as I could. 


\ ] paſſed the Night under the Shelter cf a Rock, 


itrew- 
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firewing ſome Heath under me, and ſlept pretty 
well. | 

The next Day I failed to another Iſland, and 
thence to a third and fourth, ſometimes uſing my 
Sail, and ſometimes my Paddles, But, not to 
trouble the Reader with a particular Account of 
my Difſtreſſes, let it ſaffice that, on the fifth Day, 
I arrived at the laſt Iſland in my Sight, which 
lay South-ſouth-eaſt to the former. 

This Iſland was at a greater Diſtance than I ex- 

Qed, and I did not reach it in leſs than five 

ours. I encompaſſed it almoſt round, before I 
could find a convenient Place to land in, which 
was a ſmall Creek, about three 'Times the Wide- 
neſs of my Canoe. I found the Iſland to be all 
rocky, only a little intermingled with Tufts of 
Graſs, and ſweet-ſmelling Herbs. I took out my 
mall Proviſions, and, after having refreſhed my- 
felf, I ſecured the Remainder in a Cave, where- 
of there were great Numbers. I gathered Plenty 
of Eggs upon the Rocks, and got à Quantity of 
dry Sea- weed, and parched Graſs, which I de- 
ſigned to kindle the next Day, and roaſt my Eggs 
as well as I could (for I had about me my Flint, 
Steel, Match, and Burning-glaſ:). I lay all Night 
in the Cave where I had lodged my Proviſions. 
My Bed was the ſame dry Graſs and Sea-weed 
which I intended for Fewel. I ſlept very little, 
for the Diſquiets of my Mind prevailed over my 
| Wearineſs, and kept me awake. I conſidered 
how i1mpoflible it was to preſerve my Life, in ſo 
deſolate a Place, and how miſerable my End muſt 
be. Vet found myſelf ſo liſtleſs and deſponding, 
that I had not the Heart to riſe; and, before L 
could get Spirits enough to creep out of my Cave, 
the Day was far advanced, I walked a while a- 

| | | mong 
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mong the Rocks, the Sky was perfectly clear, 
and the Sun ſo hot, that I was forced to turn my 
Face from it: When, all on a ſudden, it became 
obſcure, as I thought, in a Manner very different 
from what happens by the Interpoſition of a Cloud. 
I turned back, and perceived a vaſt opake Bod 
between me and the Sun, moving forwards towards 
the Iſland : It ſeemed to be about two Miles high, 
and hid the Sun fix or ſeven Minutes, but I did 
not obſerve the Air to be much colder, or the 
Sky more darkened, than if I had ſtood under 
the Shade of a Mountain. As it approached nearer 
over the Place where I was, it appeared to be a 
firm Subſtance, the Bottom flat, ſmooth, and ſhi- 
ning very bright from the Reflexion of the Sea 
below. I ſtood upon a Height, about two hun- 
dred Yards from the Shore, and faw this vaſt Bo- 
dy defcending almoſt to a Parallel with me, at 
leſs than an Erng/; Mile Diſtance. I took out 
my Pocket-perſpeCtive, - and could plainly diſco- 
ver Numbers of People moving up and down the 
Sides of it, which appeared to be ſloping ; but, 
what thoſe People were doing, I was not able to 
diſtinguiſh. : 

The natural Love of Life gave me ſome inward 
Motions of Joy, and I was ready to entertain a 
Hope, that this Adventure might ſome Way or 
other help to deliver me from the deſolate Place 
and Condition I was in. But at the ſame Time 
the Reader can hardly conceive my Aſtoniſhment, 
to behold an Iſland in the Air, inhabited by Men, 
Who were able (as it ſhould ſeem) to raiſe or fink, 
or put it into a progreſſive Motion, as they pleaſ- 
ed. But, not being at that Time in a Diſpoſition 
to philoſophiſe upon this Phznomenon, I rather 
Choſe to obſerve what Courſe the Hland 5 
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take, becauſe it ſeemed for a while to ſtand ſtill. 
Yet ſoon after it advanced nearer, and I could ſee 
the Sides of it, encompaſſed with ſeveral Gradati- 
ons of Galleries and Stairs, at certain Intervals, to 
deſcend from one to the other. In the lowelt 
Gallery, I beheld ſome People fiſhing with long 
Angling Rods, and others looking on. I waved 
my Cap (for my Hat was long fince worn out) 


and my Handkerchief towards the Iſland; and, up- 


on its nearer Approach, I called and ſhouted with 
the utmoſt Strength of my Voice; and then, look- 
ing circumſpectly, I beheld a Crowd gathered to 
that Side which was moſt in my View. I found 
by their Pointing towards me and to each other, 
that they plainly diſcovered me, although they 


made no Return to my Shouting. But I could ſee 


four or five Men running in great Haſte up the 
Stairs to the Top of the Iſland, who then diſap- 
peared. I happened rightly to conjectute, that theſe 
were ſent for Orders to ſome Perſon in Authority 
upon this Occaſion. | | 

The Number of People encreaſed, and, in leſs 
than halt an Hour, the Iſland was moved and raiſ- 
ed in ſuch a Manner, that the loweſt Gallery ap- 

red in a Parallel of leſs than an hundred Yards 
Diſtance from the Height where I ſtood. I then 
put myſelf into the molt ſupplicating Poſtures, 
and ſpoke in the humbleſt Accent, but received 
no Anſwer. Thoſe, who ſtood neareſt over-againit 
me, ſeemed to be Perſons of Diſtinction, as J ſup- 
pos, by their Habit. They conferred earneſt- 
y with each other, looking often upon me. At 
length one of them called out in a clear, polite, 
ſmooth Dialect, not unlike in Sound to the LVali- 
an; and therefore I returned an Anſwer in that 
Langue ge, hoping, at leaſt, that the Cadence might 
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might be more agreeable to his Ears. Although 
neither of us underſtood the other, yet my Mean- 
ing was eaſily known, for the People ſaw the Diſ- 
treſs I was 1n. 7 „ 
They made Signs for me to come down from 
the Rock, and go towards the Shore, which I 
accordingly did; and, the flying Iſland being raiſ- 
ed to a convenient Height, the Verge directly over 
me, 2 Chain was let down from the loweſt Gal- 
lery, with a Seat faſtened to the Bottom, to which 
I fixed myſelf, and was drawn up by Pullies. 


H A P. II. 


The Humours and Diſpoſitions of the Laputians 
deſcribed. An Account of their Learning. Of 
the King, and his Court. The Author's Recep- 
tion there. The Inhabitants ſubject to Fear and 
Diſquietudes, An Account of the Momen. 


T my Alighting, I was ſurrounded with a 

Crowd of People, but thoſe who ſtood near- 
eſt ſeemed, to be of better Quality. They beheld 
me with all the Marks and Circumſtances of 
Wonder, neither, indeed, was I much in their 

Debt ; having, never, till then, ſeen a Race of 
Mortals ſo ſingular in their Shapes, Habits, and 
Countenances. Their Heads were all reclined, ei- 
ther to the Right or the Left ; one of their Eyes 
turned inward, and the other directly up to the 
Zenith. Their outward Garments were adorned 
with the Figures of Suns, Moons, and Stars, in- 
terwoven with thoſe of Fiddles, Flutes, Harps, 
Trumpets, Guittars, Harpſicords, and many more 
Inſtruments of Muſic, unknown to us in —_— 
N 2 
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I obſerved, here and there, many in the Habit of 
Servants with a blown Bladder faſtened like a Flayl 
to the End of a ſhort Stick, which they carried 
in their Hands. In each Bladder was a ſmall 
Quantity of dried Peaſe, or little. Pebbles (as I 
was afterwards informed), With theſe Bladders, 
they now and then flapped the Mouths and Ears 
of thoſe who ſtood near them, of which Practice 


I could not then conceive the Meaning; it ſeems, 


the Minds of theſe People are ſo taken up with 
intenſe Speculations, that they neither can ſpeak, 
nor attend to the Diſcourſes of others, without be- 
ing rouſed by ſome external Taction upon the 
Organs of Speech and Hearing ; for which Rea- 
ſon, thoſe Perſons, who are able to afford it, al- 
ways keep a Flapper (the Original is Climenole) 
in their Family, as one of, their Domeſtics, nor 
ever walk abroad or make Viſits without him. 
And the Buſineſs of this Officer is, when two or 
three more. Perſons are in Company, gently to 
ſtrike with his Bladder the Mouth of him who is 
to ſpeak, and the right Ear of him or them to 
whom the Speaker addreſſeth himſelf, This Flap- 
er is likewiſe employed diligently to attend his. 
ſter in his Walks, and, upon Occafon, to give 
him a ſoft Flap on his Eyes, becauſe he is always 
ſo wrapped up in Cogitation, that he is in mani- 
feſt Danger of falling down every Precipice, and 
bouncing his Head againſt every Poſt ; and in the 
Streets, of juſtling others, or being juſtled himſelf, 
into the Kennel. | | 
It was neceſſary to give the Reader this Infor- 
mation, without which, he would be at the ſame 
Loſs with me, to underſtand the Proceedings of 


_ theſe People, as they conducted me up the Stairs, 


to the Top of the Iſland, and from thence to the 
Royal 


8 
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Royal Palace. While we were aſcending, they 
forgot ſeveral Times what they were about, and 
left me to myſelf, till their Memories were again 
rouſed by their Flappers ; for they appeared alto- 
8 unmoved by the Sight of my foreign Ha- 
it and Countenance, and by the Shouts of the 
Vulgar, whoſe Thoughts and Minds were more 
diſengaged. vo 
At laſt we entered the Palace, and proceeded 
into the Chamber of Preſence, where I ſaw the 
King ſeated on his Throne, attended on each Side 
by Perſons of prime Quality. Before the Throne, 
was a large Table filled with Globes and Spheres, 
and Mathematical Inſtruments of all Kinds. His 
Majeſty took not the leaſt Notice of us, although 
our Entrance was not without ſufficient Noiſe, by 
the Concourſe of all Perſons belonging to the Court. 
But he was then deep in a Problem, and we at- 
tended at leaſt an Hour, before he could ſolve it. 


There ſtood by him, on each Side, a young Page, 


with Flaps in their Hands, and, when they ſaw 
he was at Leiſure, one of them gently ſtruck his 
Mouth, and the other his right Ear; at which he 
ſtarted like one awaked on the ſudden, and look- 
ing towards me; and' the Company I was in, Te- 
collected the Occafion of our Coming, whereof 
he had been informed before. He ſpoke ſome 
Words, whereupon! immediately a young Man 
with a Flap came up to my Side, and flapt me gent- 
ly on the right Ear, but I made Signs, as well as I 
could, that I had no Occaſion for ſuch an Inſtru- 
ment; which, as I afterwards found, gave his Ma- 
jeſty, and the whole Court, a very mean Opini- 


on of my Underſtanding. The King, as far as I 


could conjecture, asked me ſeveral Queſtions, and 
I addreffed myſelf to him in all the Languages I 
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had. When it was found, that I could neither 
underſtand, nor be underitood, I was conducted, 
by his Order, to an Apartment in his Palace, 
(this Prince being diſtinguiſhed above all his Pre- 
deceſſors, for his Hoſpitality to Strangers) where 
two Servants were appointed to attend me. My 
Dinner was brought, and four Perſons of Quality, 
whom I remembered to have ſeen very near the 
King's Perſon, did me the Honour to dine with 
me. We had two Courſes, of three Diſhes each. 
In the firſt Courſe, there was a Shoulder of Mut- 
ton, cut into an /Equilateral Triangle, a Piece of 
Beef into a Rhomboides, and a Pudding into a 
Cycloid. The ſecond Courſe was two Ducks, 
truſſed up into the Form of Fiddles ; Sauſages and 
Puddings reſembling Flutes and Haut-boys, and a 
[Breaſt of Veal in the Shape of a Harp. The Ser- 
vants cut our Bread into Cones, Cylinders, Pa- 
rallelograms, and ſeveral other Mathematical Fi- 
ures. 

q While we were at Dinner, I made bold to ask 
the Names of ſeveral Things in their Language, 
and thoſe noble Perſons, by the Aſſiſtance of their 
Flappers, delighted to give me Anſwers, hoping 
to raiſe my Admiration of their great Abilities, 
iI could be brought to converſe with them. I 
was ſoon able to call for Bread and Drink, or 
whatever elſe J wanted. . 

After Dinner, my Company withdrew, and a 
Perſon was ſent to me by the King's Order, at- 
tended by a Flapper. He brought with him Pen, 
Ink, and Paper, and three or four Books, giving 
me to underſtand by Signs, that he was ſent to 
teach me the Language. We ſat together four 
Hours, in which Time I wrote down a great 
Number of Words in Columns, with the _ 
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dlations over- againſt them; I likewiſe made a Shift 
to learn ſeveral ſhort Sentences. For my Tutor 
would order one of my Servants to fetch ſome- 
thing, to turn about, to make a Bow, to fit, or 
to ſtand, or walk, and the like. Then I took 
down the Sentence in Writing. He ſhewed me 
alſo, in one of his Books, the Figures of the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars, the Zodiac, the Tropics, and 
Polar Circles, together with the Denominations 
of many Figures of Planes and Solids, He gave 
me the Names and Deſcriptions of all the muſi- 
cal Inſtruments, and the general Terms of Art in 
Playing on each of them. After he had left me, 

| I placed all my Words, with their Interpretati- 
ons, in alphabetical Order. And thus, in a few 
Days, by the Help of a very faithful Memory, 
I got ſome Inſight into their Language. 

The Word, which I interpret the Flying or 
Floating land, is, in the Original, Laputa, 
Whereof I could never learn the true Etymology. 
Lap in the old obſolete Language ſigniſieth High, 
and Untuh a Governor, from which they ſay, by 
Corruption, was derived Laputa, from Lapuntub. 
But I do not approve of this Derivation, which 
ſeems to be a little ſtrained. I ventured to offer 

to the Learned among them a Conjecture of my 
own, that Laputa was guaſi Lap outed ; Lap ſig- 
nifying properly the Dancing of the Sun-Beams in 
the Sea, and outeda Wing, which, however, I 
ſhall not obtrude, but ſubmit to the judicious 
Reader. . | | 

Thoſe to whom the King had entruſted me, 
obſerving how ill I was clad, ordered a Tay los to 
come next Morning, and take my Meaſure for a 
Suit of Cloths. This Operator did his Office af- 
ter a different Manner from thoſe of his Trade in 

N , ; | Eu. 
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Europe. He firſt took my Altitude by a Quadrant, 


and then, with Rule and Compaſſes, deſcri- 
bed the Dimenſions and Out-Lines of my whole 
Body, all which he entered upon Paper, and in 
fix Days brought my Cloths very il] made, and 
quite out of Shape, by happening to miſtake 
a Figure in the Calculayon. But my Comfort 
was, that I obſerved ſuch Accidents very frequent, 
and little regarded. RD | 
During my Confinement for Want of Cloths, 
and by an Indiſpoſition that held me ſome Days 
longer. I much enlarged my Dictionary; and, 
when I went next to Court, was able to under- 
ſtand many Things the King ſpoke, and to re- 
3 Kind of Anſwers. His Majeſty had 
given Orders that the Iſland ſhould move Nosth- 
eaſt and by Eaſt, to the vertical Point over or hl 
do, the Metropolis of the whole Kingdom below 
upon the firm Earth. It was about ninety Leagues 
diſtant, and our Voyage laſted four Days and ag 
half. I was not in the leaft ſenſible of the pro- 
greſſive Motion made in the Air by the Ifland. 
On the ſecond Morning, about eleven a Clock, 
the King himſelf, in Perſon, attended by his 
Nobility, Courtiers, and Officers, having pre- 
pared all their muſical Inſtruments, played on 
them for three Hours, without Intermiſſion, ſo 
that I was quite ſtunned with the Noiſe ; neither 


could I poſſibly gueſs the Meaning, till my 


Tutor informed me. He ſaid, that the People 
of their Iſland had their Ears adapted to hear the 
Muſic of the Spheres, which always played at cer- 
tain Periods, and the Court was now prepared 
to bear their Part, in whatever Inſtrument they 
moſt excelled. | 
In our Journey towards Lagado, the capital 


which depended muc 


4 
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City, his Majeſty ordered that the Iſland ſhould 


ſtop over certain Towns and Villages, from whence 
he might receive the Petitions of his Subjects. 


And to this Purpoſe ſeveral Packthreads were let 


down, with ſmall Weights at the Bottom. On 
theſe Packthreads the People ſtrung their Petitions, 


which mounted up directly, like the Scraps of Pa- 


er faſtened by School-boys at the End of the 
tring that holds their Kite. Sometimes we re- 


cei Wine and Victuals from below which were 


drawn up by Pullies. g 

The Knowlege I had, in Mathematics, gave me 

great Aſſiſtance in TRI their Phraſeology, 

| upon that Science and 
Mafic ; and in the latter I was not unskilled. 
Their Ideas are perpetually converſant in Lines 
and Figures. If they would, for Example, praiſe 
the Beauty of a Woman, or any other Animal, 
they deſcribe it by Rhombs, Circles, Parallelo- 
grams, Ellipſes, and other geometrical Terms, or 
by Words of Art drawn from Muſic, needleſs 
here to repeat. I obſerved, in the King's Kitchen, 
all Sorts of mathematical and muſical Inſtruments, 
after the Figures of which they cut up the Joints 
that were ſerved to his Majeſty's Table. 

Their Houſes are very ill built, the Walls be- 
vil, without one Right-Angle in any Apartment ; 
and this Defect ariſeth from the Contempt they 
bear to practical Geometry, which they deſpiſe as 
vulgat and mechanic, thoſe Inſtructions they give 
being too refined for the Intellectuals of their 
Workmen, which occaſions perpetual Miſtakes, 
And although they are dextrous enough upon a 
Piece of Paper in the Management of the Rule, 
the Pencil, and the Divider, yet, in the common 
Actions aud Behaviour of Life, I have not ſeen a 
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more clumſy, awkward, and unhandy People, 
nor ſo flow and perplexed in their Conceptions up- 
on all other Subjects, except thoſe of Mathema- 
tics and Muſic. They are very bad Reaſoners, 
and vehemently given to Oppoſition, unleſs when 
they happen to be of the right Opinion, which 
is ſeldom their Caſe. Imagination, Fancy, and 
Invention, they are wholly Strangers to, nor have 
any Words in their Language, by which thoſe 
Ideas can be expreſſed ; the whole Compaſs of 
their Thoughts and Mind being ſhut up within 
the two forementioned Sciences. 
Moſt of them, and eſpecially thoſe who deal in 
the aſtronomical Part, have great Faith in judici- 
al Aſtrology, although they are aſhamed to own 
it publicly. But, what I chiefly admired, and 
thought altogether unaccountable, was the ſtrong 
Diſpoſition I obſerved in them towards News 
and Politics, perpetually enquiring into Public 
Affairs, giving their Judgments in Matters of State, 


and paſhonately diſputing every Inch of a Party 


inion. I have, indeed, obſerved the ſame 
Diſpoſition among moſt of the Mathematicians I 
have known in Europe, although I could never diſ- 
cover the leaſt Analogy between the two Sciences ; 
unleſs thoſe People ſuppoſe, that, becauſe the ſmal- 
leſt Circle hath as many Degrees as the largeſt, 
therefore the Regulation and Management of the 
World require no more Abilities, than the Hand- 
ling and Turning of a Globe : But I rather take 
this Quality to ſpring from a very common Infir- 
mity of human Nature, inclining us to be more 
curious and conceited in Matters where we have 
leaſt Concern, and for which we are leaſt adapted, 
either by Study or Nature. | 
| 'Thele 
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Theſe People are under continual Diſquietudes, 
never enjoying a Minute's Peace of Mind ; and 
their Diſturbances proceed from Cauſes which 
very little affect the reſt of Mortals. Their Ap- 

rehenſions ariſe from ſeveral Changes they dread 
in the celeſtial Bodies. For Inſtance, that the 
Earth, by the continual Approaches of the Sun 
towards it, muſt, in Courſe of Time, be abſorbed, 
or ſwallowed up. That the Face of the Sun will 


by Degrees be encruſted with its own Effluvia, 


and give no more Light to the World. That the 
Earth very narrowly eſcaped a Bruſh from the 
Tail of the laſt Comet, which would have infal- 


libly reduced it to Aſhes; and that the next, 


which they have calculated for one and thirty 
Years hence, will probably deſtroy us. For, if 
in its Perihelion it ſhould approach within a cer- 
tain Degree of the Sun (as by their Calculations 
they have Reaſon to dread) it will conceive a 


Degree of Heat ten thouſand Times more intenſe, 
than that of red hot glowing Iron; and, in its Ab- 
ſence from the Sun, carry a blazing Tail ten hun- 


dred thouſand and fourteen Miles long ; through 
which, if the Earth ſhould paſs at the Diſtance of 
one hundred thouſand Miles from the Nucleus, or 
main Body of the Comet, it muſt in its Paſſage be 
ſet on Fire, and reduced to Aſhes. That the 


Sun, daily ſpending its Rays without any Nutri- 


ment to ſupply them, will at laſt be wholly con- 
ſumed and annihilated ; which muſt be attended 
with the Deſtruction of this Earth, and of all the 

Planets that receive their Light from it. ; 
They are ſo perpetually alarmed with the Ap- 
prehenſions of theſe, and the like impending Dan- 
gers, that they can neither ſleep quietly in their 
Beds, nor have any Reliſn for the common pes 
| ures 
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ſures or Amuſements of Liſe. When they meet 
an Acquaintance in the Morning, the firſt A 
tion is about the Sun's Health, how he looked at 
His Setting and Rifing, and what Hopes they have 
to avoid the Stroke of the approaching Comet. 
This Converſatien they are apt to run into with 
the ſame Temper that Boys diſcover, in delight- 
ing to hear terrible Stories of Spirits and Hobgob- 
Jins, which they greedily liſten to, and dare not 
go to Bed for Fear. LH. e 
The Women of the Iſland have Abundance of 
Vivacity; they contemn their Husbands, and are 
exceedingly fond of Strangers, whereof there is 
always a conſiderable Number from the Contigent 
below, attending at Court, either upon Affairs of 
the ſeveral Towns and Corporations, or their own | 
particular Occaſions, but are much deſpiſed, be- 
cauſe they want the ſame Endowments. Among 
theſe, the Ladies chuſe their Gallants : But the 
Vexation is, that they act with too much Eaſe and 
Security, for the Husband is always fo rapt in 
Speculation, that the Miftreſs and Lover may 
roceed to the greateſt Familiarities before his 
ace, if he be but provided with Paper and Im- 
plements, and without his Flapper at his Side. 
The Wives and Daughters lament their Con- 
| finement to the Iſland, although I think it the 
moſt delicious Spot ef Ground in the World ; 
and although they live here in the greateſt Plen- 
ty and Magnificence, and are allowed to do 
whatever they pleaſe, they long to ſee the World, 
and take the Diverfions of the Metropolis, 
which they are not allowed to do, without a 
particular Licence from the King; and this is 
Hot eaſy to be obtained, becauſe the People of 
Quality have found by frequent Experience, on 
ard 
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hard it is to perſuade their Women to return 
from below. was told, that a great Court La- 
dy, who had ſeveral Children, is married to the 
Prime Miniſter, the richeſt Subject in the King- 
dom, a very graceful Perſon, extremely fond of 
her, and lives in the fineſt Palace of the Iſland, 
went down to Lagado, on the Pretence of Health, 
there hid herſelf for feveral Months, till the King 
ſent a Warrant to ſearch for her, and ſhe was 
found in an obſcure Eating-Houſe all in Rags, 
having paymed her Cloths to maintain an old de- 
formed Foot-man, who beat her every Day, and 
in whoſe r * ſhe was taken much againſt her 
Will. And although her Husband received her 
with all poſſible Kindneſs, and without the leaſt 
Reproach, ſhe ſoon after contrived to ſteal down 
again with all her Jewels, to the ſame Gallant, 


| and hath not been heard of ſince. 


This may perhaps paſs with the Reader ra- 
ther for an European or Exgliſb Story, than for one 
of a Country ſo remote. But he may pleaſe to 
conſider, that the Caprices of Women- kind are 
not limited by any Climate, or Nation, and that 
they are much more uniform than can be eaſily 
imagined, "| $ 
In about a Month's Time, I had made a tole- 
rable Proficzency in their Language, and was able 
to anſwer moſt of the King's Queſtions, when I 
had the Honour to attend him, His Majeſty diſ- 
covered not the leaſt Curioſity to enquire into the 
Laws, Government, Hiſtory, Religion, or Man- 
ners of the Countries where I had been, but con- 
fined en Ea ray to the State of Mathematics, 
and received the Account I gave him, with great 


Contempt and Indifference, though often rouſed 
HR 


by his Flapper on each Side. 
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CHAP. III. B 
A Phenomenon ſolved by madern Philoſopby and 
Aſtronomy. The Laputians great Improve- 
ments in the latter. The King's Method of 
ſuppreſſing Inſurre#tions. 


DESIRED Leaveof this Prince to ſee the 

Curioſities of the Iſland, which he was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to grant, and ordered my Tutor to 
attend me. I chiefly wanted to know to what 
Cauſe in Art, or in Nature, it owed its ſeveral 
Motions, whereof I will now give a philofophical 
Account to the Reader. by | 
The flying or floating Iſland is exactly circu- 
lar, its Diameter 7837 Yards, or about four 
Miles and half, and 8 contains ten 
thouſand Acres. It is three hundred Vards thick. 


The Bottom, or under Surface, which appears to 


thoſe who view it from below, is one even regu- 
lar Plate of Adamant, ſhooting up to the Height 
of about two hundred Yards, Above it lie the 
ſeveral Minerals in their uſual Order, and over all 
15 a Coat of rich Mould, ten or twelve Feet deep. 
'The Declivity of the upper Surface, from the Cir- 
cumference to the Center, is the natural Cauſe why 
all the Dews and Rains, which fall upon the 1- 


land, are conveyed in ſmall Rivulets towards the 


Middle, where they are emptied into four large 


Baſons, each of about half a Mile in Circuit, and 
two hundred Yards diſtant from the Center. From 


theſe Baſons, the Water is continually exhaled by 
the Sun in the Day-time, which effectually pre- 
vents their Overflowing. Beſides, as it is inthe 

| Power 
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Power of the Monarch to raiſe the Iſland above 
the Region of Clouds and Vapours, he can pre- 
vent the Falling of Dews and Rains whenever he 
pleaſes. For the higheſt Clouds cannot riſe above 
two Miles, as Naturaliſts agree, atleaſt they were 
never known to do ſo in that Country. 
At the Center of the Iſland there is a Chaſm 
about fifty Yards in Diameter, from whence the 
Aſtronomers deſcend into a large Dome, which is 
therefore called Flandona Gagnole, or the Afrono- 
mer's Cave, ſituated at the Depth of a hundred 
Yards, beneath the upper Surface of the Adamant. 
In this Cave are twenty Lamps continually burn- 
ing, which, from the Reflection of the Adamant, 
caſt a ſtrong Light into every Part. The Place is 
ſtored with great Variety of Sextants, Quadrants, 


Teleſcopes, Aſtrolabes, and other aſtronomical 


Inſtruments. But the preateſt Curioſity, upon 
which the Fate of the Ifland depends, is a Load- 
ſtone of a prodigious Size, in Shape reſembling a 
Weaver's Shuttle. It is in Length fix Yards, and, 
in the thickeſt Part, at leaſt three Yards over. 
This Magnet is ſuſtained by a very ſtrong Axle of 
Adamant paſſing through its Middle, upon which 
it plays, and is poiſed ſo exactly, that the weak- 
eſt Hand can turn it. It is hooped round with an 
hollow Cylinder of Adamant, four Feet deep, as 
many. thick, and twelve Yards in Diameter, 
placed horizontally, and ſupported by eight ada- 
mantine Feet, each fix Yards high. In the Mid- 
dle of the concave Side there is a Groove twelve 
Inches deep, in which the Extremities of the Axle 
are lodged, and turned round as there is Oc- 
caſion. | | | 

The Stone cannot be moved from its Place by 
any Force, becauſe the Hoop and its Feet are one 
| con- 
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z continued Piece with that Body of Adamfarit which 
| | conſtitutes the Bottom of the Iſland. . _ 
E | By Means of this Load · ſtone, the Iſland is made 
3 | to riſe and fall, and move from one Place to-ano- 
3 ther. For, with Reſpect to that Part of the 
3 Earth over which the Monarch preſides; the Stone 
1 | is. endued at one of its Sides with an attractive 


| | Power, and at the other with a repulſive. Upon 
5 8 placing the Maguet erect, with its attracting End 
1 towards the Earth, the Iſland deſcends ; but, when 


the repelling Extremity points downwards, the 
 Hland mounts directly upwards. When the Pofi- 


1 tion of the Stone is oblique, the Motion of the 
| Hland-is ſo too. For, in this Magnet, the Forces 
1 always act in Lines parallel to its Direction. 
7 | By this oblique. Motion, the Ifland is convey- 
| | ed to different Parts of the Monarch's Dominions. 


To explain the Manner of its Pro 
repreſent a Line drawn croſs the 


ſs, let AB” 
| minions of 
| Balnibarbi, let the Line c d reprefent the Load- 
I ſtone, of which let 4 beithe repelling End, and c 
i the attracting End, the Ifland being over C; let 
the Stone be placed in the Poſition; c d, with its 
repelling End downwards; then the Iſland will 
be driven upwards obliquely towards D. When 
it is arrived at D, let the Stone be turned its 
Axle till its attracting End points towards E, and 
then the Iſland will be carried obliquely towards 
E; where if the Stone be again turned upon its 
Axle till it ſtands in the Pontion E HF wich its 
repelling Point downward, the Iſland will riſe ob- 
liquely towards F, where, by directing the at- 
tracting End towards G, the Iſland may be carri- 
ed to G, and from G to H. by turning the Stone, ſo 
„ as to make its repelling Extremity point directly 
| downward, And thus, by changing the Mg” 
1 © 
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of the Stone as often. as there is Occaſion, the 

land is made to riſe and fall by Turns in an 

ique Direction, and by thoſe alternate Riſings 

py; Fallings. (the Obliquity being not conſiderã- 
ble) is conve 


yed from ane Part 
ta the other. 
But it muſt be obſerved, that this Iſland cannot 
move beyond the Extent of the Dominions below, 
nor can it riſe above the Height of four Miles. 
BY. ys hy 3 (who * written 
arge concerni Stone) aſſign the 
following Reaſon : That? the magnetic Virtue does 
nat extend beyond the Diſtance of four Miles, and 
that, the, Mineral which a&s upon the Stone in the 
Bowels of the Earth, and in the Sea about ſix 
Leagues diſtant from the Shore, is not diffuſed: 
through. the whole Globe, but terminated with. 
the Limits of the King's Dominions; and it was 
eaſy, from the great Advantage of ſuch a ſuperior 
Situation, for a Prince to bring under his Obedi- 
_ ence whatever; Country lay — the Attraction 
of that Magnet. 
When the Stone is put parallel to the Plane of 
the Horizon, the Iſland ftandeth Rill ; for, in that 
Caſe, the Extremities of it, being at equal Diltance 
from the Earth, act with equal Force, the one in 
drawing downwards, the other in puſhing up- 
wards, and conſequently no Motion can enſue. 
This Load-ſtone. is under the Care of certain 
Aftronamers, who from Time to Time give it 
ſuch. Poſitions as the Monarch directs. They 
ſpend. the greateſt Part of their Lives in obſetving 
the celeſtial Bodies, which they do by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Glaſſes, far excelling ours in Goodneſs. 
For, although their largeſt "Teleſcopes do not ex- 
ceed. three Feet, they magnify much more that: 
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| thoſe of an hundred among us, and at the ſame 


Time ſhew the Stars with greater Clearneſs. This 
Advantage hath enabled them to extend their 

Diſcoveries much farther than our Aſtronomers in 

Europe ; for they have made a Catalogue of ten 
thouſand fixed Stars, whereas the largeſt of ours 
do not contain above one third Part of that Num- 
ber. They have likewiſe diſcovered two lefler 
Stars, or Satellites, which revolve about Mars, 
whereof the innermoſt is diſtant from the Center 
of the primary Planet, exactly three of his Dia- 
meters, and the outermoſt, five ; the former re- 
volves in the Space of ten Hours, and the latter 
in twenty-one and an half; ſo that the Squares of 
their periodical Times are very near in the ſame 
Proportion with the Cubes of their Diftance from 
the Center of Mars, which evidently ſhews them 


to be governed by the ſame Law of Gravitation, 


that influences the other heavenly Bodies. 

They have obſerved: ninety-three different Co- 
mets, and ſettled their Periods with great Ex- 
actneſs. If this be true (and they afhrm it with 
great Confidence) it is much to be wiſhed, that 
their Obſervations were made public, whereby 
the Theory of Comets, which at preſent is very 
lame and defective, might be brought to the ſame 
Perfection with other Parts of Aſtronomy. 

The King would be the moſt abſolute Prince 
in the Univerſe, if he could but prevail on a Mi- 
niſtry to join with him ; but theſe having their 
Eſtates below on the Continent, and conſidering 
that the Office of a Favourite hath a very uncer- 
tain Tenure, would never conſent to the enſlaving 
their Country. | 5 

If any Town ſhould engage in Rebellion or 
Mutiny, fall into violent Factions, or refuſe to 

7 pay 
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pay the uſual Tribute, the King hath two Me- 
thods of reducing them to Obedience. The firſt 
and the mildeſt C , is by ing the Iſland 
hovering over ſuch a Town, and the Lands about 
it, whereby he can deprive them of the Benefit 
bf the Sun and the Rain, and conſequently afflicrt 
the Inhabitants with Death and Diſeaſes; And, 
if the Crime deſerve it, they are at the ſame Time 
pelted from above with great Stones, ' againſt 
which they have no Defence, ' but by creeping in- 
to Cellars or Caves, while the "Roofs of their 
_ Houſes are beaten to Pieces. But if they ſtill con- 
tinue obſtinate; or offer to raiſe Inſurrections, he 
proceeds to the laſt Remedy, by letting the Iſland 
drop directly upon their Heads, which makes an 
univerſal Deſtruction, both of Houſes and Men. 
However, this is an Extremity to which the 
Prince is ſeldom driven, neither, indeed, is he 
willing to put it in Execution, nor dare his Mini- 
ſters adviſe him to an Action, which, as it would 
render them odioùs to the People, ſo it would be a 
reat Damage to their own Eſtates, which lie all 
low, for the Iſland is the King's Demeſn. 
But there is till, indeed, a more weighty Rea- 
ſon, why the Kings of this Country have been al- 
ways averſe from executing ſo terrible an Action, 
unleſs upon the utmoſt Neceſlity, For if the 
Town, intended to be deftroyed, ſhould have in it 
any tall Rocks, as it generally falls out in the larger 
Cities, a Situation probably choſen at firſt, with 
a View to prevent ſuch a Cataſtfophe ; or, if it a- 
bound in high Spires, or Pillars of Stone, a ſudden 
Fall might endanger the Bottom, or under Surface 
of the Iſland, which, altho' it conſiſt, as I have 
ſaid, of one intire Adamant two hundred Yards 
thick, might happen to crack by too great a 
O Choque, 
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| | Choquez or burſt, by approaching too near the 
| | — the Houſes below, = the Backs both 


5 
nĩes. is, e are v iſed 
and underſtand how far to carry their Obſtinacy, 
where their Liberty or Property is concerned. And 
the King, when he is higheſt , and moſt 
determined to preſs a City to Rubbiſh, orders the 
Iſland to deſcend with great Gentleneſs, out of a 
Pretence of Tenderneſs to his People ; but, in- 
deed, for Fear of breaking the adamantine Bot- 
tom; in which Caſe, it is the Opinion of all their 
Philoſophers, that the Load-ſtone could no longer 
| N and the whole Maſs would fall to the 
By a fundamental Law of this Realm, neither 
the King, nor either of his two elder Sons, are 
3 to leave the Iſland, nor the Queen, till 
is paſt Child - bearing. . 


A 

The Author leaves Laputa, is conveyed to Balni- 

barbi, arrives at the Metropolis, A De- 

. ſeriptian of the Metropolis, and the Country 
X adjoining. The Author hoſpitably received by a 


great Lord, Hit Converſation with that 


Lthongh I cannot ſay that I was ill-treated 
in this Iſland, yet I maſt confeſs I thought 
myielf too much neglected, not without ſome De- 

gree of Contempt. For neither Prince nor Peo- 
ple appeared to be curious in any Part of Know- 
ledge, except Mathematics and Muſic, * 
| Was 
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1 was far their inferior, and upon that Account 
very little regarded. ba | 
| the other Side, after having ſeen all the 
Curioſities of the Iſland, I was very defirous to 
leave. it, being heartily weary of thoſe People. 
They were, indeed, excellent in two Sciences, 
for which I have great Eſteem, and wherein I am 
not unverſed, but at the ſame Time fo abſtracted 
and involved in Speculation, that I never met with 
ſuch diſagreeable Companions. I converſed only 
with Women, Tradeſmen, Flappers, and Court- 

„during two Months of my Abode there; 
by which, at laſt, I rendered myſelf extremely 
contemptible; yet theſe were the only People 
— whom I could ever receive a reaſonable An- 
wer. | 


I had obtained, by hard Study, a Degree 
of Knowledge in their Language ; 3 
being confined to an Iſland, where I received ſo 
little Countenance, and reſolved to leave it with 
the firſt Opportunity. | 

There was a great Lord at Court, nearly rela- 
ted to the King, and, for that Reaſon alone, uſed 
with Reſpect. He was univerſally reckoned the 
moſt ignorant and ſtupid Perſon among them. He 
had performed many eminent Services for the 
Crown, had great natural and acquired Parts, a- 
dorned with Integrity and Honour, but ſo ill an 
Ear for Muſic, that his DetraQors reported he 
had been often known to beat Time in the wrong 
Place; neither could his Tutors, without extreme 

Difficulty, teach him to demonſtrate the moſt eaſy 
Propoſition in the Mathematics. He was pleaſed 
to ſhew me many Marks of Favour, often did me 
the Honour of a Viſit, deſired to be informed in 


the Affairs of Europe, the Laws and Cuſtoms, the 
| 3 Man- 
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Manners. and Learning of the ſeveral Countries 
where I had travelled. He liſtened to me with 
eat Attention; and made very wiſe Obſervations 


on all I ſpoke; He had two | Flagpers attending 


him for State, but never made Uſe of them, ex- 


cept at Court, and in Viſits of Ceremony, and 
would always command them to withdraw, when 
we were alone together. hr 


I entreated this illuſtrious Perſon to intercede in 
my Behalf with his Majeſty for Leave to depart, 
which he accordingly did, as he was pleaſed to 
tell me, with Regret : For, indeed, he had made 
me ſeveral Offers very advantageous, which, 
however, I refuſed with Expreſſions of the higheſt 
Acknowledgment. 5 | 

On the 16th Day of February, I took Leave of 
his Majeſty and the Court. The King made me a 
Preſent, to the Value of about two hundred Pounds 
Enghb, and my Protector, his Kinſman, as much 
more, together with a Letter of Recommendation 
to a Friend of his in Lagadb, the Metropolis: 
The Iſland being then hovering over a Mountain 
about two Miles from it, I was let down from the 
loweſt Gallery, in the ſame Manner as T had been 
taken up. | . 

The Continent, as far as it is ſubject to the 
Monarch of the Flying and, paſſes under the 
general Name cf Baluibarbi; and the Metropolis, 


as I faid before, is called Lagado. I felt ſome lit- 


tle Satisfaction in finding myſelf on firm Ground. 
I walked to the City without any Concern, being 
clad like one of the Natives, and ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed to converſe with them. I ſoon found out 


the Perſon's Houſe to whom I was recommended, 


preſented my Letter from his Friend the Grandee 


in the Iſland, and was received with much Kind- 


neſs, 
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neſs. This great Lord, whoſe Name was Muno- 
di, ordered me an A nes? in his own Houſe, 
where I continued my Stay, and was en- 
tertained in a moſt hoſpice le Manner. 

The next Morning after my Arrival, ke took 
me in his Chariot to {A the Town, which i is about 
half the Bigneſs of- Landon, but, the Houſes very 
ſtrangely built, and moſt of them out of Repair. 

The People in the Streets walked faſt, looked 
— * 1 fixed, - and were generally in 

Bags. ed through one of the Town Gates, 
and went 7 — three Miles into the Country, 
where I ſaw many Labourers working with ſeve · 
ral Sorts of Tools in the Ground, but was not a- 
ble to conjeQure what they were about z neither 
did I obſerve any Expectation either of Corn or 
| Graſs, althou the Soil appeared to be excellent. 

I could not — e at theſe odd Ap- 
pearances both in Town and Country; and L 
made bold to deſire my Conductor, that he would 

be pleaſed to explain to me what could be meant 
by ſo many buſy Heads, Hands, and Faces, 
both in the — and the Fields, becauſe I did 
not diſcover any good Effects they produced; but, 
on the Contrary, I never knew a Soil ſo unbappily 
cultivated, Houſes ſo ill contrived, and ſo ruinous, 
or a People whoſe Countenances and Habit ex- 
prefied ſo much Miſery and Want. 

This Lord Muned? was a. Perſon. of the firſt 
Rank, and had been ſome Years Governor of La- 
gado ; but, by a Cabal of Miniſters, was diſ- 
charged for Inſufficiency. However, the King 
treated him with Tenderneſs, as a well-meaning 
Man, but of a low contemptible Underſtanding. 

When I gave that free Cenſure of the Country, 
2nd its Inhabitants, he made na further Anſwer, 

WI - than 
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than 1 that I had not been long e- 

nough among ——— 1 2 4 

the Aiffrem Nations of the World had different 

Cuſtoms; with other common Topics to the ſame 
zoſe. But, when we returned to his Palace, 

he asked me how I liked the Building, what Ab- 


198 


ſurdities I obſerved, and what Quarrel I had with 


the Dreſs'or Looks of his Domeſtics. This he 
might ſafely do z becauſe every Thing about him 


was magnificent, regular, and polite. 1 3 


ed, that his Excellency's Prudence, Quality, and 
Fortune, had exempted him from thoſe Defe&s 
which Folly and Beggary had produced in others. 
He faid, it I would go with him to his Country 
Houſe, about twenty Miles diſtant, where his 
Eftate lay, there would be more Leiſure for this 
Kind of Converſation. I told his Excellency that 
I was intirely at his Diſpoſal ; and accordingly 
we ſet out next Morning. 

During our Journey, he made me obſerve the 
ſeveral Methods uſed by Farmers in managi ging 
their Lands; which, to me, where wholly un- 
accountable ; for, except in ſome-very few Places, 
J could not diſcover one Ear of Corn, or Blade 
of Graſs. But, in three Hours travelling, the 
Scene was wholly altered; we came into a moſt. 


beautiful Country; Farmers Houſes at ſmall Diſ- 


_ neatly built, the F ields encloſed, contain- 


» Corn-grounds, and Meadows. Nei- 


cher 30 remember to have ſeen a more delight- 
ful Proſpect. His Excellency obſerved my Coun- 
tenance to clear up; he told me, with a Sigh, 

that there his Eftate began, and would continue 
the ſame, til! we ſhould come to his Houſe. That 


his Countrymen ridiculed and deſpiſed him for 


managing his Affairs no better, and for ſetting 


ſo ill an Example ta the Ws 1 
ow - 
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however, was followed by very ' few, fuch as 

were old and wilful, and weak like himſelf. 
WWe came at length to the Houſe, which was, 
indeed, a noble Structure, built according to the 
beſt Rules of ancient Architecture. The Foun- 
tains, Gardens, Walks, Avenues, and Groves, 
were all diſpoſed with exact Judgment and Taſte. 
I pave due Praifes'to every Thing I ſaw, where- 
of his Excallency took not the leaft Notice, till 
after Supper ; when, there being no third Com- 
panion, he told me with a very melancholy Air, 
that he doubted he muſt throw down his Houſes 
in Town and Country, to rebuild them after the 
preſent Mode, deftroy all his Plantations, and 
caft others into ſuch a Form as modern Uſage re- 
quired ; and give the fame Ditęctions to all his 
Tenants, unleſs he would ſubmit to incur the Cen- 
ſure of Pride, Singularity, Affectation, I 8 
| 2 and, perhaps, encreafe his Majeſty's 
That the Admiration I appeared to be under, 
would ceaſe, or diminiſh, when he had informed 
me of ſome Particulars, which probably I never 
heard of at Court, the People there being too much 
taken up in their own Speculations, to haye Re- 
gard to what paſſed here below. _ 
The Sum of his Diſcourſe was to this Effect: 
That, about forty Years ago, certain Perſons went 
up to Laputa, either upon Buſineſs or Diverſion, . 
and after five Months Continuance,came back with 
a very little Smattering in Mathematics, but full 
of volatile Spirits, acquired in that airy Region. 
That theſe Perſons, upon their Return, began to 
diſlike the Management of every Thing below, 
and fell into Schemes of putting all Arts, Scien- 
ces, Languages, and Mechanics, upon a new Foot, 
O4 Ta 
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To this End they prpcured a Royal Patent for 


erecting an Academy of Projectors in Lagade 4 


and the Humour prevailed ſo ſtrongly among 
the People, that there is not a Town of any 
Conſequence in the Kingdom, without ſuch an 
Academy In theſe Colleges, the Profeſſors con · 


trive new Rules and Methods of Agriculture 


and Building, and new Inſtruments and Tools 
for all Trades and Manufactutes, whereby, as 


they undertake, one Man ſhall do the Work of 


ten, a Palace may be built in a Week, of Mate- 
rials ſo durable, as to laſt for ever, without Re- 
pairing. All the Fruits of the Earth ſhall come 
to Maturity at whatever Seaſon we think fit to 


| chuſe, and increaſe an hundred Fold more than 


they do at preſent 3 with innumerable other hap- 
Fy Propoſals. The only Inconyenience is, that 
none of theſe. Projects are yet brought to Perfecti- 
on ; and, in the mean Time, the whole Country 
lies miſerably waſte, the Houſes in Ruins, and 
the People without Food or Clothes. By all 
which, inſtead of being diſcouraged, they are 
fifty Times more violently bent upon proſecuting 


their Schemes, driven equally on by Hope and 


Deſpair :- That, as for himſelf, being not of an en- 


terpriſing Spirit, he was content to go on in the 
old Forms, to live in the Houſes his Anceftors 


had built, and act as they did in every Part of Life, 
without Innovation. That, ſome few other Per- 
ſons of Quality and Gentry had done the ſame, but 
were looked on with an Eye of Contempt and 111-- 
will. as Enemies to Art, ignorant, and ill Common- 
wealths-men, preferring their own Eaſe and Sloth, 
before the general Improvement of their Country. 

| His Lordſhip added, that he would nat by any 
further Particulars prevent the Pleaſure I ſhould 


cer - 
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certainly take in viewing the grand Academy, 
whither he was reſolved I ſhould go. He only deſi- 
red me to obſerve a ruined Building upon the Side 
of a Mountain, about three Miles diſtant, of which 
he gave me this Account: 'That he had a very 
convenient Mill within half a Mile of his Houſe, 
turned by a'Current from a large River, and ſuf- 
ficient for his own: Family, as well as a t 
Number of his Tenants, That, about ſeven Yaurs 
ago, a Club of thoſe Projectors came to him, with 
Propoſals to deftroy this Mill, and build another 
on the Side of that Mountain,” on the long Ridge 
whereof a long Canal muſt be cut for a Repoh- 
| tory of Water, to bexconveyed up by Pipes and 
Engines to ſupply the Mill: Becauſe the Wind 
and Air upon a Height agitated. the Water, and 
thereby made it fitter for Motion: And becauſe 
the Water, deſcending down a'Declivity, would 
turn the Mill with half the Current of a River, 
whoſe Courſe is more upon a Level. He faid, 
that being then not very well with the Court, and 
preſſed by many of his Friends, he complied with 
the Propoſal.; and, after employing an hundred 
Men for two Years, the Work miſcarried, the 
ProjeQors went off, laying the Blame intirely upon 
him, railing at him ever ſince, and putting others 
upon the ſame Experiment, with equal Aſſurance 
of Succeſs, as well as equal Diſappointment. 

In a few Days we came back to Town, and 
his Excellency, conſidering the bad Character he 
had in the Academy, would not go with me him- 
ſelf, but recommended me to a Friend of his to 
bear me Company thither. My Lord was pleaſ- 
ed to repreſent me as a great Admirer of ProjeQs, 
and a Perſon of much Curioſity, and eaſy Belief ; 
which, indeed, was not without Truth; for - 

| h 
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The Author permitted to ſee the g 3 

| of Lagado. The Academy largely deſcribed. 

* Arts wherein the P re _ 
e. 


H'IS Academy i is not an intire ſingle Build- 

| ing, but a Continuation of ſeveral Houſes 
on both Sides of a Street, which, ing waſte, 
was purchaſed, and applied wthat 1 

I was received very kin#ly. by the Warden, 
and went for many Days to the Academy. Every 
Room hath in it one or more and, 
—— 1 could not be in fewer than five — 

ms 

The firſt Man I Give was of a meagre 
with footy Hands and Face, his reply — 
long, ragged and fi in ſeveral Places. His 
Clothes, Shirt, and Skin, were all of the ſame 


Colour. He had been eight Years upon a Pro- 


ject for extracting Sun- beams out of Cucumbers, 
which were to be put into Vials hermetically ſeal- 
ed, and let out to warm the Air in raw inclement 
Summers. He told me, he did not doubt, in eight 
Vears more, he ſnould be able to ſupply the 
Governor's Gardens with Sun-ſhine at a reaſon- 
able Rate 3 but he complained that his Stock _ 
low, and entreated: _ give * ſomethin 
an Encouragement to nuity, eſpeciall 
this had — a very — Seaſon for ally fnce 
I made him a ſmall Preſent, for my Lord had ikea 
. niſhe 
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' niſhed me with Money on Purpoſe,” becauſe he 


knew their Practice of begging from all who go 
I went into another Chamber, but was ready 
to haſten back, being almoſt overcome with a 
horrible Stink. My Conductor preſſed me for- 
ward, conjuring me, in a Whiſper, to give no 
Offence, which would be highly reſented, and 
therefore I durſt not ſo much as ſtop my Noſe. 
The Projector of this Cell was the moſt antient 
Student of the Academy; his Face and Beard 

were of a pale Yellow ; his Hands and Clothes 
dawbed over with Filth. When I was preſented 
to him, he gave me a cloſe Embrace (a Compli- 
ment I could well have excuſed). - His Employ- 
ment, from his firſt Coming into the Academy, 
was an Operation to reduce human Excrement to 
its 2 by ſeparating the ſeveral Parts, 
removing the Tincture which it receives from the 
Gall, making the Odour exhale, and ſcumming 
off the Saliva. He had a weekly Allowance from 
the Society, of a Veſſel filled with human Or- 
dure, about the Bigneſs of a Briſtol Barrel. 
I ſaw another at Work, to calcine Ice into 
Gun-powder, who likewiſe ſhewed me a Treatiſe 
he had written concerning the Malleability of Fire, 
which he intended to publiſh. SE 

There was a moſt ingenious Architect, who had 
contrived a new Method for building Houſes, by 
beginning at the Roof, and working downwards 
to the Foundation, which he juſtified to me, by 
the like Practice of thoſe two prudent Inſects, the 

Bee and the Spider. e 

There was a Man born blind, who had ſeveral 
Apprentices in his own Condition: Their Em- 
ployment was to mix Colours for Painters, _ 
| their 
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their Maſter taught them to diſtinguiſh by Feel- 
ing and Smelling. It was, indeed, my Misfor- 
tune, to find them, at that Time, not very perfect 
in their Leſſons, and the Proſeſſor himſelf hap- 
pened to be generally miſtaken : This Artiſt is 
much encouraged and eſteemed by the whole Fra- 
| 8 Apartment, I was highly pleaſed 
with a Projector, who had found a Device of 
Plowing the Ground with Hogs, to ſave the 
Charges of Ploughs, Cattle, and Labour. The 
Method is chis: In an Acre of Ground, you bury, 
at fix Inches Diſtance, and eight deep, a Quanti- 
ty of Acorns, Dates, Cheſnuts, and other Maſte, 
or Vegetables, whereof theſe Animals are fondeſt: 
Then you drive ſix hundred, or more of them, 
into the Field, where, in few Days, they will 
root up the whole Ground in Search of their 
Food, and make it fit for Sowing, at the ſame 
Time manuring it with their Duog; it is true, 
upon Experiment, they found the Charge and 
Trouble very great, and they had little or no 
Crop. However, it is not doubted, that this In- 
vention may be capable of great Improvement. 
- I went into another Room, where the Walls 
and Ceiling were all hung round with Cobwebs, 
except a narrow Paſlage for the Artiſt to go in 
and out. At my Entrance, he called aloud to 
me not to diſturb his Webs. He lamented the fatal 
Miſlake the World had been ſo long in of uſin 
Silk-worms, while we had ſuch Plenty of 4 
tic Inſects, who infinitely excelled the former, 
becauſe they underſtood how to weave, as well as 
ſpin. And he propoſed farther, that, by employ- 
ing Spiders, the Charge of dying Silks would be 
wholly ſaved; whercof I was fully inge, 
when 
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when he 'ſhewed me a vaſt Number of Flies moſt 
beautifully coloured, wherewith he fed his Spi- 
ders, aſſuring us, that the Webs would take a 
Tincture from them; and, as he had them of all 
Hues, he hoped to fit every Body's Fancy, as 
ſoon as he could find proper Food for the Flies, 
of certain Gums, Oils, and other glutinous Mat- 
ter, to give a Strength and Confiſtence to the 

Tuna | | 
There was an Aſtronomer, who had undertaken 
to _ a Sun-dial upon the great Weather- 
cock on the Town-houſe, by adjutting the annual 
and diurnal Motions of the Earth and Sun, ſo as 
to anſwer and coincide with all accidental Turn- 

ings of the Wind. | 

I was complaining of a ſmall Fit of the Cho- 
lic, upon which my Conductor led me into a 
Room, where a great Phyſician reſided, who was 
famous for curing that Diſeaſe by contrary Ope- 
rations from the — Inſtrument. He had a large 
Pair of Bellows, with a long ſlender Muzzle of 
Ivory. This he conveyed eight Inches up the 
Anus, and, drawing in the Wind, he affirmed he 
could make the Guts as lank as a dried Bladder. 
But, when the Diſeaſe was more ſtubborn and vio- 
lent, he Jet in the Muzzle while the Bellows were 
full of Wind, which he diſcharged into the Body 
of the Patient; then withdrew the Inſtrument to 
_ repleniſh it, clapping his Thumb ftrongly againſt 
the Orifice of the Fundament ; and, this being re- 
ted three or four Times, the adventitious 
ind would ruſh out, bringing the noxious along 
with it (like Water put into a Pump) and the Pa- 
tient recover. I ſaw him try both Experiments 
upon a Dog, but could not diſcern any Effect 
from the former. After the latter, the Animal 
Was 
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was readyſto burſt, and made ſo violent a Diſ- 
charge, as was very offenſive to me and my Com- 


| panions. The Dog died on the Spot, and we left = 


the Doctor endeavouring to recover him by the 
fame tion: . N | 
_ I viſited many other Apartments, but ſhall not 


trouble my Reader with all the Curioſities I ob- 


ſerved, being ſtudious of Brevity. 21 
I had hitherto ſeen only one Side of the Aca- 
demy, the other being appropriated to the Ad- 
vancers of ſpeculative Learning, of whom 1 ſhall 
ſay ſomething, when I have mentioned one illu- 
ftrious Perſon more, who is called, among them, 
the univerſal Artiſt, He told us, he had been 
* his Thoughts for the Im- 
ement of human Life. He had two e 
Rooms full of wonderful Curioſities, and | 
Men at Work, Some were condenſing Air into a 
dry tangible Subſtance, by extracting the Nitre, 
and letting the aqueous or fluid Particles 
late ; others ſoftening Marble for Pillows and Pin- 
cuſhions ; others petrifying the Hoofs of a living 


Horſe, to preſerve them from foundering. The 


Artiſt himſelf was at that Time buſy u two 
great Deſigns; the firſt to ſow Land with Chaff. 
wherein he affirmed the true ſeminal Virtue to be 
contained, as he demonſtrated by ſeveral Experi-. 
ments, which I was not skilful enough to com- 
prehend. The other was, by a certain Compoſi- 
tion of Gums, Minerals, and Vegetables, out- 
wardly applied, to prevent the Growth of Wool 


upon two young Lambs; and he hoped, in a rea- 


ſonable Time, to propagate the Breed of naked 
Sheep all over the Kingdom, | | 
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We eraſſed a Walk to the other Part of the A- 
cademy, where, as I have already ſaid, the Pro- 
jectors in Speculative Learning refideddt. 

The firſt Profeſſor I faw, was in a very large 
Room, with forty Papils about him. After Salu- 


tation, obſerving me to look earneſtly 2 
Frame, -which took up the greateſt Part of both 
the Length and Breadth of the Room, he ſaid, 


might wonder to fee him employed in a 
Project for improving Speculative Knowledge by 
N and mechanical Operations. But the 
orld would ſoon be ſenfible of its Uſefulneſs; 
and he flattered himſelf, that a more noble exalt- 
ed Thought never ſprang in any other Man's 
Head. Every one knew how laborious the uſual 
Method is of attaining: to Arts and Sciences; 
whereas, by his Contrivance, the moſt ignorant 
Perſon, at a reaſonable Charge, and with a little 
bodily Labour, may write Books in Philoſophy, 
Poetry, Politics, Law, Mathematics, and Theo- 
logy, without the leaſt Aſſiſtance from Genius or 
Study. He then led me ta the Frame, about the 
Sides whereof, all his Pupils ſtood in Ranks. Tr 
was twenty Feet ſquare, placed in the Middle of 
the Room. The Superficies was compoſed of ſe- 
veral Bits of Wood, about the Bigneſs of a Dye, 
but ſome larger than others. hey were all 
linked together by ſlender Wires. Theſe Bits of 
Wood were covered on every Square with Papet 
paſted on them ; and on theſe Papers were written 
all the Words of their Language in their ſeveral 
+ Moods, Tenſes, and Declenſions; but without 
any Order. The Profeſſor then deſired me to 
obſerve, for he was going to ſet his Engine 
at Work. The Pupils, at his Command, took 
each of them hold of an iron Handle, * 
| there 
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there were forty fixed round the res of the 


Frame; and, giving them a ſudden Turn, the 


whole Diſpoſition of the Words was intirely 
changed. Ie then commanded fix and thirty of 
the Lads to read the ſeveral Lines ſoftly, as they 
appeared upon the Frame; and, where they found 
three or four Words together that might make 
Part of a Sentence, they dictated to the four re- 


maining Boys who were Scribes. This Work was 


repeated three or four Times, and at every Turn, 
the Engine was ſo contrived, that the Words 
ſhifted into new Places, as the ſquare Bits of Wood 
moved upſide down. ex of 49 | 
Six Hours, a Day the young Students were em- 
ployed in this Labour, and the Profeſſor ſhewed 
me ſeveral Volumes in large Folio already col- 
lected, of broken Sentences, which he intended to 
piece together; and, out of thoſe rich Materials, 
to give the World a compleat Body of all Arts and 
Sciences ; which, however, might be ſtill im- 
proved, and much expedited, if the Public would 
raiſe a Fund for making and employing five hun- 
dred ſuch Frames in Lagado, and oblige the Ma- 
nagers to contribute in common their ſeveral Col- 
— NE | 
He aſſured me, that this Invention had employ- 
ed all his Thoughts from his Youth ; that he had 
emptied the whole Vocabulary into his Frame, 
and made the ſtricteſt Computation of the general 
Proportion there is in Books between the Num- 
bers of Particles, Nouns, and Verbs, and other 
Parts of Speech. _ Songs ' 
1 made my humbleſt Acknowledgement to this 
illuſtrious Perſon for his great Communicative- 
neſs ; and promiſed, if ever I had the good For- 


tune to return to my native Country, that I 


would 


* 
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would do him Juſtice, as the ſole Inventor of this 
wonderful Machine; the Form and Contrivance 
of which I defired Leave to delineate upon Paper, 
as in the Figure here annexed. I told him, al- 
though it were the Cuſtom of our Learned in Ea- 
rope to ſteal Inventions from each other, who had 
thereby, at leaft, this Advantage, that it became 
a Controverſy which was the right Owner, yet I 
would take ſuch Caution, that he ſhould have the 
Honour intire, without a Rival. 

We next went to the School of Languages, 
where three Profeſſors fat in Conſultation upon 
improving that of their own Country. 

The firft Project was to ſhorten Diſcourſe, by 
cutting Polyfyllables into one, and leaving out 
Verbs and Participles; becauſe, in Reality, all 
Things imaginable are but Nouns. 

The other Project was a Scheme for intirely a- 
boliſhing all Words whatſoever; and · this was urg- 
ed as a great Advantage in Point of Health, as well 
as Brevity. For it is plain, that every Word we 
ſpeak is, in ſome Degree, a Diminution of our 
Lungs by Corrofion z and conſequently contri- 
butes to the Shortening of our Lives. An Expe- 
dient was therefore offered, that, fince Words are 
only Names for Things, it would be more conve- 
nient for all Men to carry about them fuch 
Things as were neceſſary to expreſs the r my 
Buſineſs they are to diſcourſe on. And this In- 
vention would certainly have taken Place, to the 
great Eaſe, as well as Health of the Subject, if 
the Women, in Conjunction with the Vulgar 
and Illiterate, had not threatened to raiſe a Re- 
bellion, unleſs they might be allowed the Liber- 
ty to ſpeak with their Tongues, after the Manner 


of their Fore-fathers ; ſuch conſtant irreconcile- 
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able Enemies to Science are the common People. 

However, many of the moſt learned and wiſe ad- 
here to the new Scheme of 855 themſelves 
by Things ; which hath only this Inconvenience 
attending it, that if a Man's Bafineſs be very great, 
and of various Kinds, he muſt be obliged, in Pro- 
portion, to carry a greater Bundle of Things up- 
on his Back, .unleſs he can afford. one or twa 
ſtrong Servants to attend him. I have often be- 
held two of thoſe Sages almoſt ſinking under the 
Weight of their Packs, like Pedlars among us; 
who, when they met in the Streets, would lay 


down their Loads, open their Sacks, and hold 


* 


their Implements, help each other to reſume their 
Burthens, and take their Leave. Bo 


Converſation for an Hour together ; then put up 


But, for ſhort Converſations, a Man may carry 
Implements in his Pockets, and under his Arms, 
enough to ſupply him; and in his Houſe he can- 


not be ata Loſs. Therefore the Room where Com- 


ny meet, who practiſe this Art, is full of all 

hings ready at Hand, requiſite to furniſh Matter 
for this Kind of 5 I . 2 p 
Another great Advantage, prop y this In- 
vention, = that it — 2210 abe 
Language, to be underſtood in all civilized Nati- 
ons, whoſe Goods and Utenſils are generally of 
the ſame Kind, or nearly reſembling, ſo that their 
Uſes might eaſily be comprehended. And thus 
Ambaſſadors would be qualified to treat with 
foreign Princes, or Miniſters of State, to whoſe 
Tongues they were utter Strangers. 

I was at the Mathematical School, where the 
Maſter taught his Pupils after a Method ſcarce 
imaginable to us in Europe. The Propoſition and 
Demonſtration were fairly written on a thin Ty 

er, 


fo 
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fer, with. Ink compoſed of a cephalic Tincture. 
This the Student Was to ſwallow upon a faſting 
Stomach, and for three Days Nr eat 527 0 


but Bread and Water. As the Wafer digeſt 


us TinQure mounted to his Brain, bearing the 
ropoſition along with it. But the Succeſs hath 
not hitherto been anſwerable, partly by ſome Er- 

ror in the Quantum or Compoſition, and partly by 
the Perverſeneſs of Lads ; to whoni this Bolus 1s 

ſo nauſeons, that , they generally ſteal aſide, and 

diſcharge it upwards, before it can operate; nei - 
ther have they been yet emma to uſe ſo long 

an Abſtinence as the Preſcription requires, | 
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A further Actownt of the Academy. The Author 
Propoſes ſome Improuements, which are honour- 


"# 


received. 


N the School of Political Projectors, I was but 
ill entertained ; the Profeſſors appearing, in my 
Judgment, wholly out of their Senſes; which is 
a Scene that never fails to make 'me melancholy. 


Theſe unhappy People were propoſing Schemes 


for perſuading Monarchs to chuſe Favourites up- 
on Ne Score of their Wiſdom, Capacity, and Vir- 
tue; of teaching Miniſters to conſult the Public 
Good ; of rewarding Merit, great Abilities, and 
eminent Services; of inſtructing Princes to know 
their true Intereſt, by placing it on the ſame Foun- 
dation with that of their People: Of chuſing for 
Employments Perſons qualified to exerciſe them; 
with many other wild impoſſible Chimæras, that 
never entered before into the Heart of Man to 
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coriceive ; and covfirmed in me the old Obfervaz 
tion, that there is nothing ſo extravagant and irra - 
tional which ſome Philoſophers have tiot maintain- 
ed for Truth. _ EIS 

But, however, 1 ſhall ſo far do e 


Part of the Academy, as to acknowledge that all 
of chem were not ſo vifionary. There was a moſt 
ihpenious Doctor, who ſetned to be perfectly 
verſed in the whole Nature and Syſtem of Go- 
vernment. This - illaftrious Perſon had very uſe- 
fully employed his Studies in finding ont val 
Remedies fot all Diſeaſes and Corruptions, to 
which the ſeveral Kinds of public Adminiftrati- 
on are ſubject, by the Vices or Infirmities of thoſe 
who govern, as well as by the Licentiouſneſs of 
thoſe who are to'obey. For Inſtance ; whereas 
all: Writers and Reaſoners have a „ that there 
is a ſtrict univerfal Reſemblance between the Na- 
fural and the Political z can there be any 
—_— evident, than that the Health of both 
muſt be preſerved, and the Diſeaſes eured by the 
ſame Preſcriptions? Tt is allowed, that Senates 
and great Councils are often troubled with redun- 
dant, ebullient, and other peccant Humours; 
with many Diſeaſes of the Head, and more of the 
Heart ; with ſtrong Convulſions, with grievous 
Contractions of the Nerves and Sinews in both 
Hands, but eſpecially the Right: With Spleen, 
Flatus, Vertigos and Deliriums ; with Scrophu- 
lous Tamours full of ſcœtid purulent Matter; 
with ſour frothy Ructations, with canine Appe- 
tites, and Crudeneſs of Digeſtion, beſides many 
others needleſs to mention. This Doctor, there- 
fore, propoſed, that, upon the Meeting of a Senate, 
certain Phyſicians ſhould attend at 4 three firſt 
Days of their Sitting, and, at the Cloſe 1 | 


| Fd Dy rEre 20 the Senate-houſe, 


n 
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Day's Debate, feel the ' Pulſes of every Senator; 


after which, r ee a maturely conſidered, and con- 
. 3 _ of the ſeveral Maladies, 


attended 
red-with proper Medi- 


by their Apothecaries . ſto 


cines; and, before the Members ſat, adminiſter 


to each of them Lenitives, Aperitiyes, Abſterſives, 
S9 Aae er N ; —_— 28 
Series, matics,, - 4 

coaltics, 1 ſeyexal Caſes . ac 
cording as Medicines operate, re | 
vice, or omit them at the next Meeting. 1 1 

This Project could not be of any great Expence 
0 the Public ;- and would, in my poor Opinion, 
be of much Uſe for the Diſpatch. of Buſineſb in 
th eee boner —— 

C ye ; nanimity, ſhorten 
Debates, open a few Mouths which are: now cloſ- 


8 l many more which are now open 


carb the Petulancy of the Young, and corret᷑t the 
rene 
r that 
in; e it is a 
the Fayourites of Princes are ond with ſhort 
and weak Memories; the ſame Doctor propoſed, 
that whoever attended a firſt Miniſter, | after bay- 
ing told his Buſineſs with the utmoſt raving, and 
in the plaineſt Words, ſhould, at his De 
give the ſaid Miniſter a Tweak by the or 
a Kick in the Belly, or tread on his Corns, or lug 


him thrice by both Ears, or run a Pin into his 


Breech, or pinch his Arm black-and blue, to pre- 
vent Forgetiulneſs : And, at AP Levee Day, re- 
peat the ſame Operation, till the Bu neſs were 


done, or abſolutely 7 refuſed. z 
Fy . 
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He likewiſe directed, that every Senator in the 

Couneil of a'Nation, after be had. delivered. 
—— © in'the Defence fit, ſhould 
de obliged to give his Vote direQly/contrary ; 
becauſe, if 2 done, the Reſult would n. 
fallibly terminate in the Good of che Public. 
When Patties in a State are violent, he offers 
ed a wonderful Contrivance to reconcile them. 
The Method is this: Vou take an hundred Lea- 
ders of each Party; you diſpoſe them into Cou- 

of ſuch - whoſe Heads are neareſt of a Size; 
then let two nice tors ſaw off the Octipur of 
each Couple at the ſame Time, in ſuch a Manner 
that the Brain may be equally divided. Eet the 
Oceipats thus cot off be interchanged; applying 
each to the Head of his oppoſite Party- man 

ſeems, indeed, to be a Work that requireth ſome 
 ExaQineſs; bur the Profeſſor aſſured us, that, if it 
were dexterouſiy performed, the Cure would be 
infallible. : For: | argded' thus; that the two 
half Brains being loft to debate the Matter between 
themſelves, within * e of one Scull, would 
ſoon come to a andi g. and produce 
that M as well Kg of! hink- 
ing, ſo 2 to be wiſned for in the Heads of 
thoſe, who imagine they come into the World on- 
ly to watch and goverm its Motion: And as to the 
Difference of Brains in Quantity or Quality, a- 
mong thoſe: Who are Directors in Faction; the 
Doctor affured/us, from his own N that 
it was a perſect Trifle. 

1 heard a very warm Debate between two Pro- 
feſſors, about the moſt commodious and effectual 
Ways and Means of raiſing Money without grie- 
ving the Subject. The firſt affirmed the juſteſt 
Method would be to lay a certain Tax upon _—_ 
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and Folly; and the Sum fixed \ upon every Man, 
to be — 4 after the faireſt Manner by a Jury of 
his Neighbours.” The ſecond was of an Opinion 
direQly contrary ; to tax thoſe Qualities of Body 
ang Mind for which Men chiefly. value themſelves ; 
the rd to be more or leſs according to the De- 
rees of excelling; the Deciſion whereof ſhould 

| be left intirely to Biel own Breaſt. The higheſt 
Tax was upon Men, who are the greateſt Favou- 
rites of the other Sex, and the Aſſeſſments accord- 
ing to the Number and Natures of the Favours 
50 have received j for which they are allowed 
e their own Vouchers. Wit, Valour, and 
Politeneſs were likewiſe propoſed to be largely 
taxed, and collected in the ſame Manner, by eve- 
ry Perſon giving his own Word for the Quantum 
what he” poſſeſſed. But as to Honour, Juſ- 
tice, Wiſdom, and Learning, they ſhould not be 
taxed at all; becauſe they are Qualifications of ſo 
ſingular a Kind, that'no Man will either allow 
Fe. in his Neighbour, or value them in him- 

! 4 + 4 > £4 
The Women were ' propoſed to be taxed, ac- 
cording to their Beauty, and Skill in Dreſſing ; 
wherein they had the ſame Privilege with the 
Men, to be determined by their own. of ann 
But Conſtancy, "Chaſtity, good Senſe, 
Nature were not rated, becauſe they 2 not 
bear the Charge of Collecting. | 

I To keep Senators in the I en of the Crown, 
it was propoſed that the Members ſhould raffle 

for Employments ; every Man firſt taking an Oath, 
and giving Security that he would vote for the 
Court, whether he won or no ; after which the 
Loſers had, in their Turn, the Liberty of Raffling 
ypon * next Vacancy. Thus Hope and Ex- 
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pectation np? be kept alive ; none ** com- 
plain of broken Promiſes, but impute * 
appointments aus to Fortune, whoſe Sho! 
ders are broader Kruger A * 4 
| Another Profeſſor ſhewed me a ling Paper 
Inſlructions for diſcovering; Plots Our: 
cies again the Government, He zdviſed 2 
e to examine into the Dye ie all ſu 1 800 
ed Perſons ; their Times of Eating z. vp 
Side they lay in Bed with which- and on 

2 Poſteriors; to take a 5 View of 

A and from the Colour, the O: 

1 the Taſte, the Conſiſlence, f e Crudeneſs, 
or 8 of 8 IRA zent of their 
Thoughts 1 are never 
ſo — 9 and intent AS, 2 cn 
are at Stool, which he found by fi 
riment : For in ſuch Conj Qures, w TY, 
n a Trial jp got er 1 — * was the be 


Way of murdering King, his Ordure would 
_ a Tincture © = Aiferent bes 


er or. bore. 
. l Difcourſe. was ten with. great 
Acuteneſs, containing many 5. ervations, Fork 
curious and nſeful for Feli but, as I can; 
ceived, not altogether compleat. This I ventu- 
red to tell the Anthor, and offered, if he pleaſed, 
to ſupply. him with ſome Additions...” He receiv- 
ed my Propofition with more Compliance than is 
uſual among Writers, Arg. . thoſe of the Pro- 
jetting Species profeſſing, would be gladto 
receive farther Information. 
I told him, that in the Kingdom of Paige 
by the Natives called Langdan, where I bad ſo- 


journ 


8 8 
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journed ſome Time in my Travels, the Bulk of 
the n in a Manner, wholly of Diſco- 

verers, Witneſſes, Informers, Accuſem, Profes 
cutors, Evidences, Swearers, together with their 
ſeveral ſubſervient and ſubaltern Inſtruments, all 
under the Colours, the Conduct, and Pay of Mi- 
niſters of State, and their Deputies, The Plots 
in that Kingdom are uſually the Workmanſhip of 
thoſe Perſons, . who-defire to raiſe their own Cha- 
racers of profound Politicians z,..to. reſtore new 
Vigour to à crazy Adminiſtration ; to ſtifle or di- 
vert neral Diſcontents; to fill their Coffers with 
Forfeitures ; and raiſe or fink the Qpinion of the 
Public Credit, as either ſhall bet anſwer their 
private Advantage. It is firſt agreed, and ſettled 
among them, what ſuſpected Perſons ſhall be ac- 
cuſed of a Plot: Then, effectual Care is taken to 
| ſecure all their Letters and Papers, and put the 
Owners in Chains. Theſe Papers are delivered to 
a Sett of Artiſts, very dexterous, in finding out the 
myſterious Meanings of Words, Syllables, and 
Letters: For Inſtance, they can diſcover a Cloſe- + 
| ſtool to ſignify. a Privy-Council ; a Flock of 
Geeſe, a Senate; a lame Dog, an Invader; the 


Plague, a Standing Army; a Buzzard;. a Prime 


Miniſter ;, the Gout, a High Prieſt; a Gibbet, 
a Secretary of State; a Chamber-pot,. a Commit- 
tee of Grandees ; a Sieve, a Gn Lady; a 
Broom, a Revolution ; a Mouſe-trap, an Employ- 
ment; a bottomleſs Pit, a Treaſury: ; a Silky n 
Court; a Cap and Bells, a Favourite; a broken 
Reed, a Court of Juſtice ; an empty Tun, a Ge- 
neral ; a running Sore, the Adminiftration. =» 
Where this Method fails, they have two others 
more effectual, which the Learned among them 
call Acreſtics and Anagrams. Fin, they can de 
cypher 
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cypher all initial Letters into political Meanings] 
Thus, N ſhall fignify a Plot, B a Regiment of 
Horſe, L a Fleet at Sea: Or, Secondly, by tranſ- 
poſing the Letters of the Alphabet in any ſuſpec- 
ted Paper, they can lay open the deepeſt Deſi xy 
of a diſcontented Party. So, for Example, if I 
Would ſay in a Letter to a Friend, Our Brather 
Tom has juf# got the Piles, a skilful Decy pherer 
would diſcover, that the E Letters, which com- 
ſe that Sentence, may be analyſed in the fol- 
r Words: : Refift, — a _ Plot is brought 
Home — The Tear. And this is the anagram- 
matic Method. 
The Profeffor made me pn Re wledor: 
ments for communicating theſe Obſervations, and 
miſed to make honourable Mention of me in 
is Treatiſe. © | 
I faw nothing in this country that could invite 
me to a longer Continuance, and "FM to * 
of returning = to England. | 


ER boos "CHAP. VL. 


The dae bs 1 Lagado, arrives 47 Maldo- 
nada. Ne Ship ready. He takes a ſhort 
Voyage te * His e by 

th G werner. = 


HE: duet, of which this Kingdom i is 

a Part, extends itſelf, as I have Reaſon to 
believe, Eaſtward to that unknown Tract of Ame- 
rica, Weſtward of Cali ifornia,” and” North to the 
Pacific Ocean, which is not above a hundred and 
fifty Miles from Lagads ;/ where there is a good 
ww and much Commerce with the great If = 

\ 0 
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Luggnaęg, ſituated to the North - weſt about 29 
Degrees orth' Latitude, and 140 | Longitude. 
This Iſland of Laggnagg ſtands South-eaſtwards of 
Japan, about an hundred Leagues diſtant.” There 
is a ſtrict Alliance between the Japaneſe Empe- 
ror and the King of Ly ,” which affords fre- 

t Opportunities of ſailing from one Iſland to 

e other I determined therefore to direct my 
Courſe this Way in order to my Return to Eu- 
rope. Ihired two Males, with a Guide, to ſhew 
me the Way, and carry my ſmall Baggage. I 
took Leave of my noble Protector, who had 
ſhewn me ſo much Favour,” and made me a gene- 
rous Preſent at my Departufe 

My Journey was without any Accident, or Ad- 
venture, worth relating. When I arrived at the 
Port of Maladonaua for ſo it is called) chere was no 
Ship in the Harbour bound for Luggnagg, nor like 
to be in ſome Time The Town is about as large 
as Por fut b. J ſoon fell into ſome Acquaintance, 
and Was very hoſpitably received. A Gentle- 
man of Diſtinction ſaid to me, that ſince” the 
Ships, bound for Luggnagg. could not be ready in 
lefs than a Month, it might be no diſagreeable 
Amuſement for me to take a Trip to the little 
Ifland of Glubbdubdrib, about five Leagues off to 

the South -weſt. He offered himſelf and a Friend 
to accompany me, and that I ſhould be provided 
with a fmall convenient Barque for the Voyage. 
Glubbaubdrib, as nearly as 1 can interpret tlie 
Word," ſignifies the Iſland of Sorcerers or Magici- 
ant. It is about one Third as large as the e of 
Wight, and extremely fruitful : It is governed by 
the Head of a certain Tribe, who are. all Mapi- 
cians. This Tribe marries only among each other, 
and the eldeſt, 'in Succeſſion, is Prince or Gover- 
0 nor. 
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nor. He CO ETACUND and a Park of a- 
dout three thouſand A eres, ſurroundad by a Wall 
of hewn Stone, twenty Feet In. this Park 
are ſeveral ſmall Incloſures for % Corn, we | 
Gardening. 4 9350811] 
The Governor, and his Family. are ſerved. and 
attended by Domeſtics of 2 Kind ſomewhat unuſu- 
al. By his Sleill in Necromaney, he bath a Power 
of calling whom | he-pleaſeth from the Dead, and 
commanding their Service for twenty-four;Hoyrs, 
but no longer; nor can he call che ſame Perſons 
up again in Jeſs than threp Months, un upon 
very extraordinary Occaſions. 
When we arrived at the Tland,: * ar 
bout eleven in the Morning, one of the Gentle- 
men, Who me, went to the Cover : 
nor, and deſired Admittance fpr a . Who 
— — —4 wie —— 


between two Rows and, . and dreſſec 
after a very antic Manner, and ſomething in their 
Countenances that made * Fleſh creep with a 
Horror I cannot expreſs. paſſed through ſe+ 
veral Apartments, between So of the ſame 
Sort, ranked on each Side, as before, till we came 
to the Chamber of Preſence, where, aſter three 
profound Obeyſances, and few general Queſtions, 
we were permitted to fit on three; 2 near the 
ood —— Fe, 1 — i 
t 0 altho 
were different from that of this Iſland. He de- 
| fred we to give him ſome Account of my Tra 
vels ; and, to let me ſee that I ſhould be —— 
without Ceremony, he diſmiſſed all his Attendants 
with a Turn of his Finger, 2 to my Ako 
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ſtoniſument, they vaniſhed in an Inſtant, like 
ffions in a Dream, when we awake on a ſudden. 
Feould not recover myſelf in ſome Time; till the 
Governor aſſured me, that I ſhbuld receive no 
Hurt; and_obſerving my two Companions to be 
under no Concern, Who had been often entertain-* 
ed in the fame Manner, I began td take Courage, 
and related to his Highneſs a ſhort Hiſtory of my 
ſeveral Adventures; yet not without ſome Heſita- 
tion, and frequently 1 behind me, to the 
Place where I had ſeen thoſe domeſtic Spectres. 1 
the Honour to dine with the Governor, where 

4 new Sett of Ghoſts ſerved up the Meat, and 
Waited at Table. I now obferved myſelf to be 
leſs rertified than I had been in the Morning. I 
ſtayed till Sun-ſet, but humbly deſired his High- 
eis to excuſè me for not accepting his Invitation 
of Lodging in the Palace. My two Friends and 
I lay at a private Houſe in the Town adjoining, 
which is the Capital of this little Iſland ; and the 


nent Morning we returned to pay our Duty to 


the Governor, as he was pleaſed to command us. 

After this Manner, we continued in the Iſland 
for ten Days, moſt Part of every Day with the 
Governor, and at Night in our Lodging. I ſoon 
grew ſo familiarized to the Sight of Spirits, that, 
after the third or fourth Time, they gave me no 
Emotion at all; or, if I had any Apprebenſions 
left, my Curiofity prevailed over them. For his 
Highneſs the Governor ordered me to call up 
whatever Perſons I would chuſe to name, and in 
whatever Numbers, among all the Dead, from 
the Beginning of the World, to this preſent Time, 
and command them to anſwer any Queſtions I 
ſhould think fit to ask; with this Condition, that 
my Queſtions muſt be confined within the Compaſs 


of 


of the Times they lived in. Aud one Thing f 
might depend upon, that they would «jog: tell 
of no Uſe in 


me Truth, for Lying was a Talent 
,, ¾ ood een es. oc 
I I made my bumble Acknowledgments to his 
Highneſs for ſo great a Favour. We were in a 
Chamber, from whence there was. a fair Proſpect 
into the Park. And, becauſe my. firſt Inclination 


Was to be entertained with Scenes of Pom 1 


Head of his Army, juſt after the Battle of 
Arbela, which, upon a Motion of the Governor's 
Finger, immediately appeared in a Field 
under the Window, where we ſtood. Alexander 
was called up into the Room: It was with great 
Difficulty that I underſtood his Great, and had 


Mage) ficence, I deſired to ſee Alexander the Great,. 
at the 


but little of my own. He aſſured me, upon his 


Honour, that he was not poiſaned, but died of a 
Fever by exceſſive Drinking. 

Next I ſaw Hannibal paſſing the Alps, who 
2 he had not a Drop of Vinegar in his 

1 ow Ce jar and Pontpey, at the Head of their 
Troops, juſt ready to engage. I ſaw the former in 
his Jait great Triumph. 1 deſired that the Senate 


of Rome might appear before me in one large 
Chamber, and a modern N in Coun- 


terview, in another. The firſt ſeemed to be an 
Aſſembly of Heroes and Demy-Gods, the other a 
Knot of Pedlars, Pick-pockets, Highway-men, 
and Ballies. 24:45; 
The Governor, at my Requeſt, gave the Sign 
for Cæ ſar and Brutus to advance towards us. I was 
firuck with a profound Veneration at the Sight of 
Brutus, and could eaſily diſcover the meſt conſum- 
mate Virtue, the greateſt Intrepidity, and FOR 
ne 


3 
* 


/ 
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neſs of Mind, the trueſt Love of his Country, and 
general Benevolence for Mankind, in every Line- 
ament of his Countenance. I obſerved with much 
3 that theſe two Perſons were in good In- 

nce. with each other; and Ce/ar freely 

confeſſed to me, that the greateſt Actions of his 
= Life. were, not equal, by; many Degrees, _to 
the Glory. of taking it away. I had the Honour 
to have much Converſation with Brutus; and was 
told, that his Anceſtor Junius, . Secrates, Epami 
| nondas, Cato the younger, Sir Thomas More, and 
himſelf, were perpetually together: A Sextumwi- 
rate, to which all the Ages of the World cannot 
add a ſeventh. 

It would be tedious to trouble the Reader with 
relating what vaſt Numbers of illuſtrious Perſons 
were called up, to gratify that inſatiable Deſire I 
had to ſee the World in every Period of Antiqui- 
ty placed before me. I chiefly fed mine Eyes 
with beholding the Deſtroyers of Tyrants and U- 
ſurpers, and the Reſtorers of Liberty to oppreſ- 
ſed and injured Nations. But it is impoſſible to 
expreſs the Satisfaction I received in my own 
Mind, after ſuch a Manner, as to make i it a ſuita- 

ble Entertainment to the Reader. 


CHAP. vil. 
A further Account of Glubbdubdrib. Ancient 
and Medern H. iftory correeted. 


Aving a Deſire to ſee thoſe Antiencs, who 
: were maſt renowned for Wit and Learning, 
1 ſet apart one Day on Purpoſe. I propoſed thae 
Homer and Ariſtotle might appear at the Head of 
all their Commentators ; but theſe were ſo nume- 
| rous, 
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rous, that ſome Hundreds were forced to attend 
in the Court and outward Rooms of the Palacs. 
I knew atid could diſtinguiſh thoſe two Heroes at 
firſt Sight, not only from the Croud, but from 
each other. Homer was the taller and comlier 
Perſon of the two, walked very ere& for one of 
his Age, and his Eyes were the moſt quick and 
piercing I ever beheld: Ari ſſotle ſtooped much, 
and made uſe of a Staff. His Viſage was meager, 
his Hair lank and thick, and his Voice hollow. 
I ſoon diſcovered that both of them were _ 
Strangers to the reſt of the Company, and | 
never ſeen or heard of them before: And I had a 
Whiſper from a Ghoſt, who ſhall be nameleſs; 
that theſe Commentators always kept in the moſt 
diſtant Quarters from their Principals in the low- 
er World, through a Conſciouſneſs of Shame and 
Guilt, becauſe they had ſo korribly miſrepreſent- 
ed the Meaning of thoſe Authors to Poſterity. I 
introduced Didymus and Euffathius to Homer, and 
— on him to treat them better than per- 
ps they deſerved, for he ſoon found they want 
ed a Genius to enter into the Spirit of a Poet. But 
 Ariflotle was out of all Patience with the Account 
I gave him of Scotus and Ramus, as I preſented 
them to him, and he asked them whether the reſt 
of the Tribe were as great Dunces as themſelves. 
I then deſired the Governour to call up De/- 
cartes and Gafſendi, with whom I prevailed to 
explain their Syſtems to Ariftotle. This great 
Philoſopher freely acknowledged his own Miſtakes 
in Natural Philoſophy, becauſe he proceeded in 
many Things upon Conjecture, as all Men muſt 
do; and he found, that Ga//end;, who had made 
the Doctrine of Epicurus as palatable as he could, 
and the Vertices of Deſcartes were equally ex- 


2 Dinner, but 
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ploded. He predicted the ſame Fate to Attradti- 
on, Whereof the preſent Learned are ſuch zealous 
Aſſerters. He ſaid, that new Syſtems of Nature 
were but new Faſhions, which would vary in e- 
very Age; and even thoſe, who pretend to demon- 
ſtrate them from mathematical Principles, would 
flouriſh hut a ſhort Period of Time, and be out of 
V e when: that was determined. . 
| ſpent five Days in converſing with many G- 
thers of the ancient Learned. I 1 moſt of the 
firſt Roman Emperors. I prevailed on the Go- 
vernor to call up, Bliagabulus's Cooks to dreſs us 
; | Þ .could not ſhew as much of 
their Skill, for Want of Materials. A Hel? of 
Ageſilaus made us a Diſh of Spartan Broth; but 
I was not able to get down a ſecond Spoonful. 
The two Gentlemen, who conducted me to the 
Iſland, were. preſſed by their private Affairs to 
return in three Days, which I employed in ſee- 
ing ſome of the modern Dead, who had made the 
greateſt Figure for two or three hundred Years 
paſt, in our own and other Countries of Europe ; 
and having been always a great Admirer of old il- 
luſtrious Families, I defired the Governor would 
call up a Dozen or two of Kings, with their An- 
ceſtors, in Order, for eight or nine Generations. 
But my Diſappointmerit was grievous and unex- 
5 For, inſtead of a long Train with Royal 
iadems, I ſaw in one Family two Fidlers, three 

ſpruce Courtiers, and an Iralian Prelate. In a- 
nother, a Barber, an Abbot, and two Cardinals. 
I have too oreat a Veneration for crowned Heads, 
to dwell any longer on ſo nice a Subject. But as 
to Counts, Marqueſſes, Dukes, Earls, and the 
like, I was not ſo ſcrupulous. And, I confeſs, 


it .was not without ſome Pleaſure, that I found 
RA | my⸗ 
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ſelf able to trace the particult ar Features, by 
which certain Families are diftingui bom ha 4 
their Originals. I could plainly „ Aileover m 
whence one Family derives a ky Chin, why a 
ſecond hath abo with Knaves for two Gene- 
rations,' and Fools for two more; why a third 
Rappened to be crack-brained, and a fourth to be 
Sharpers. Whence it came, what Polydore Fir- 
gil ſays of a certain 3 us — Vir fortis, 
nec Forming cala. Lf and 
Cowardice grew to be Carel e, by which 
certain Families are diſtingaiſhed, as "much as by 
their Coat &f Ata. Who it Brought the Pox 
into a noble Houſe, which hath lineally defcend- 
ed in ſcrophulous Tumours to their Poſterity. 
— 5 could I oye at all this, — my I Lee 
uch an nterruption 5 K 
ueys, Valets, Ae, chen, Fidler 
— 4 Captains, and P ele pockets 
I was chiefly diſguſted with modern Hiſtory. 
For, having ſtrialy examined all the Perſons of 
rreateſt Name in he Courts of Princes for an hun- 
red Years paſt, I found how the World had been 
miſled by proſtitute Writers, to aſcribe the great · 
eſt Exploits in War to Cowards, the wiſeſt Coun- 
ſel to Fools, Sincerity to Flatterers, Roman Vir- 
tue to Betrayers of their Country, Piety to Athe- 
iſts, Chaſtity to Sodomites, Truth to Informers. 
How many innocent and excellent Perſons had 
been condemned to Death or Baniſhment, by the 
practiſing of great Miniſters upon the Corruption 
of Judges, and the Malice of Factions. How 
many Villains had been exalted to the higheſt 
Places of Truſt, Power, Dignity, and Profit: 
How great a Share in the Motions and Events of 
Courts, Councils, and — might be chal- 
; lenged 


1% L AP UT A, &c. 227 


lenged by Bawds, Whores, Pimps, Paraſites, and 
Buffoons: How low an Opinion I had of human 
Wiſdom and Integrity, when I was truly inform- 


ed of the Springs and Motives of great Enter- 


rizes and Revolutions in the World, and of the 
contemptible Accidents to which they owed their 
Succeſs. i 
Here I diſcovered the Roguery and Ignorance 
of thoſe who pretend to write Anecdotes, or ſecret 


Hiſtory ; who ſend ſo many Kings to their Graves 


with a Cup of Poiſon ; will repeat the Diſcourſe 
between a Prince and chief Miniſter, where no 
Witneſs was by; unlock the Thoughts and Cabi- 
nets of Ambaſſadors and Secretaries of State ; and 
have the perpetual Misfortune to be miſtaken. 


Here I diſcovered the true Cauſes of many great 


Events that have ſurpriſed the World; how a 
Whore can govern the Back-ſtairs, the Back-ſtairs 
a Council, and the Council a Senate. A Gene- 
ral confeſſed in my Preſence, that he got a Victo- 
ry, purely by the Force of Cowardice and ill 
Conduct: And an Admiral, that, for Want of 
proper Intelligence, he beat the Enemy to whom 
e intended to betray the Fleet. Three Kings 
proteſted to me, that, intheir whole Reigns, they 
did never once prefer any Perſon of Merit, unleſs 
by Miſtake, or Treachery of ſome Miniſter in 
whom they confided: Neither would they do it, 


if they were to live again; and they ſhewed with 
great Strength of Reaſon, that the Royal Throne 


could not be ſupported without Corruption, be- 

cauſe that poſitive, confident, reſtive Temper, 

which Virtue infuſed into Man, was a perpetual 

Clog to Public Buſineſs. _ wy, 

I had the Curioſity to enquire, in a particular 

Manner, by what Method great Numbers had 
2 


pro- 
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| to themſelves high Titles of Honour, 
and prodigious Eftates ; and I confined my En- 
quiry to a very modern Period : However, with- 
dut gratidy upon preſent Times, becauſe I would 
be ſure to give no Offence even to Foreigners 

(for J hope the Reader need not be told that I do 
not in the leaſt intend my own Country in what I 
ſay upon this Occaſion) a great Number of Per- 
ſons concerned were called up, and, upon a very 
ſlight Examination, difcovered ſuch a Scene of 
Infamy, that I cannot refle& upon it without ſome 
Seriouſneſs: Perjury, Oppreſſion, Subornation, 
Fraud, Pandariſm, and the like Þrfirmities were 
amongſt the moſt excuſable Arts they had to men- 
tion, and for theſe I gave, as it was reaſonable, 
due Allowance. But when ſome confeſſed they 
owed their Greatneſs and Wealth to Sodomy, or 
Inceſt, others to the proſtituting of their own 
Wives and Daughters; others to the betraying 
their Country or their Prince ; ſome to poiſoning, 
more to the perverting of Juſtice, in order to de- 
troy the Innocent: 1 hope I may be pardoned, 
if theſe Diſcoveries inclined me a' little to abate 
of that profound Veneration which I am naturally 
apt to pay to Perſons of high Rank, who ought 
to be treated with the utmoſt ReſpeR due to their 
ſublime Dignity by us, their Inferiors. 

I had often read of ſome great Services done to 
Princes and States, and defired to ſee the Perſons 
by whom thoſe Services were performed. Upon 
Enquiry, I was told, that their Names were to 
be found on no Record, except a few of them, 
whom Hiſtory hath repreſented as the vileſt Rogues 
and Traitors. As to the reſt, I had never once 
heard of them. They all appeared with dejected 
Looks, and in the meaneſt Habit; moſt of them 

_  tel- 
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ling me they died in Poverty and Diſgrace, and 


the reſt on a Scaffold or a Gibbet. | 
Among others there was one Perſon, whoſe 
Caſe appeared a little ſingular. He had a: Youth 
about eighteen Years old ſtanding by his Side. He 
told me, he had for many Years been'Command- 
er of a Ship; and, in the Sea Fight at AFium, 
had the good Fortune to break through the Ene- 
mies great Line of Battle, fink three of their ca- 
pital Ships, and take a fourth, which, was the 
ſole Cauſe of Anthony's Flight, and of the Vic- 
tory that enſued ; that the Youth ſtanding by 


him, his only Son, was killed in the Action. He 


added, that upon the Confidence of ſome Mertt, 
the War being at an End, he went to Rome, and 
ſolicited at the Court of Auguſtus, to be preferred 
to a greater Ship, whoſe Commander had been kil- 
led; but, without any Regard to his Pretenſions, it 
was given to a Youth who had never ſeen the Sea, 
the Son of Libertina, who waited on one of the 


Emperor's Miſtreſſes. Returning back to his own 


Veſſel, he was charged with Neglect of Duty, and 
the Ship given to a favourite Page of Pablicola, 


the Vice-Admiral; whereupon he retired to a 


poor Farm, at a t Diſtance from Rome, and 
there ended his Life. I was ſo curious to know 


| the Truth of this Story, that I deſired Arripna 
might be called, who was Admiral in that Fight. 


He appeared, and confirmed the whole Account; 
but with much more Advantage to the Captain, 
whoſe Modeſty had extenuated or concealed a 
great Part of his Merit. 

I was ſurpriſed to find Corruption grown ſo 
high and ſo quick in that Empire, c the Force of 
Luxury ſo lately introduced, which made me leſs 
wonder at many parallel Caſes in other Countries, 

Q 3 where 
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where Vices of all Kinds — eigqnt ſo much 
nger, and where the whole Praiſe, as well as 

Pillage, hath been engroſſed by the chief Com- 


* 


„ who, perhaps, had the leaſt Title to ei- 


As every Perſon called up made exactly the 
ſame Appearance he had done in the World, it 
gave me melancholy Reflections, to obſerve how 
much the Race of human Kind was degenerate a- 
mong us, within theſe hundred Years paſt. How 
the Pox, under all its Conſequences and Denomi- 
nations, had altered every Lineament of an Eng- 
4 Countenance ; ſhortened the Size of Bodies, 
unbraced the Nerves, relaxed the Sinews and 
Muſcles, introduced a fallow Complexion, and 
rendered the Fleſh looſe and rancid. | 
I deſcended fo low, as to defire that ſome Eng- 
li Yeomen, of the old Stamp, might be ſum- 
moned to appear; once ſo famous for the Simpli- 
city of their Manners, Diet, and Dreſs ; for 
uſtice in their Dealings; for their true Spirit of 
iberty; for their Valour and Love of their 
Country. Neither could I be wholly unmoved, 
after comparing the Living with the Dead, when 
I conſidered how all theſe pure native Virtues 
were proſtituted for a Piece of Money by their 
Grand-children, who, in felling their Votes, and 
* at Elections, have acquired every Vice 
and Corruption that can poſſibly be learned in a 
__ | 
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The Author Return 10 Maldonada. Sails to 


the Kingdom Luggnagg. The Author con- 
fined. He is ſent * Court. The Manner 


/ bis Admittance. Th King's great Leuih to 
Subjedts. | 4 h 4 


HE Day of our Departure being come, 
| I took Leave of his Highneſs, the Gover- 
nor of Gl/ubbdubdribb, and returned with my two 
Companions to Maltmada, where, after a Fort- 
night's Waiting, a Ship was ready to fail for Lugg- 
agg. The two Gentlemen, and ſome others, 
were ſo generous and kind, as to furniſh me with 
Proviſions, and ſee me on Board. I was a Month 


in this Voyage. We had one violent Storm, and 


were under a Neceſſity of ſteering Weſtward, to 

et into the Trade-wind, which holds for above 
Key Leagues. On the 21ſt of Hril, 1708, we 
ſailed in the River Clumegnig, which is a Sea - port 


Town, at the South-eaſt Point of Luggnagg. We 
caſt Anchor within a League of the Town, and 


made a Signal for a Pilot. Two of them came on 
Board in leſs than half an Hour, by whom we 


were guided between certain Shoals and Rocks, 


which are very dangerous in the Paſſage, to a 


large Baſin, where a Fleet may ride in Safety, 


within a Cable's Length of the Town Wall. 
Some of our Sailors, whether our of Treachery 
or Inadvertence, had informed the Pilots that I 


was a Stranger and a great Traveller; whereof 
theſe gave Notice to a Cuſtom-houſe Officer, by 
whom I was examined very ſtrictly upon my 
Landing. This Officer ſpoke to me in the Lan- 
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guage of Balzibarbi, which, by the Force of 
much Commerce, is generally underſtood in that 
Town, eſpecially by Sea-men, and thoſe employ- 
ed in the Cuſtoms. I gave him a ſhort Account of 
ſome Particulars, and made my Story as plauſible 
and confiſtent as I could; but I thought ir neceſſa - 
ry to diſguiſe my Country, and call myſelf an 
Hollander, becauſe my Intentions were for Japan, 
and I knew the Durch were the only Eur 
itted to enter into that Kingdom. I there- 
= told the Officer, that having been ſhip- 
wrecked on the Coaſt of Balnibarbi, and caſt on a 
Rock, I was received up into Laputa, or the fly- 
ing Iſland (af which he had often heard) and was 
now endeavouring to get to Fapan, from whence 
I might find a Convenience of returning to my 
own Country. The Officer ſaid, I muſt be con- 
fined till he could receive Orders from Court, for 
Which he would write immediately, and hoped to 
receive an Anſwer in a Fortnight. J was carried 
to a convenient Lodging, with a Centry placed 
at the Door; however, I had the Liberty of a 
large Garden, and was treated with Humanity e- 
nough, being maintained all the Time at the 
King's Charge. I was invited by ſeveral Perſons, 
chiefly out of Curioſity, becauſe it was reported 
that I came from Countries very remote, of which 
they had never heard. 
I hired a young Man who came in the ſame 
Ship to be an Interpreter; he was a Native of 
Luggnages but had lived ſome Years at Malonada, 
was a perfect Maſter of both Languages. By 
his Aſſiſtance, I was able to hold a Converſation 
with thoſe who came to viſit me ; but this con- 
liſted only of their Queſtions, and my Anſwers. 


The 
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The Diſpatch came from Court about the 
Time we expected. It contained a Warrant for 
conducting me and my Retinue to Tralaragdubb, 
or Trilarogarib, for it is pronounced both Ways, 
as near as I can remember, by a Party of ten 
Horſe. All my Retinue was that poor Lad for an 
Tnterpreter, whom I perſuaded into my Service, 
and, at my humble Requeſt, we had each of us a 
Mule to ride on. A Meſſenger was diſpatched half a 
Day's Journey before us, to give the King Notice 
of my Approach, and to defire that his Majefty 
would pleaſe to appoint a Day and Hour, when it 
would be his gracious Pleaſure, that I might have 
the Honour to /ick the Duft' before his Foot-flool. 
This is the Court Style, and I found it to be 
more than Matter of Form. For, upon my Ad- 
mittance two Days after my Arrival, I was com- 
manded to crawl on my Belly, and lick the Floor 
as I advanced; but, on Account of my being a 
Stranger, Care was taken to have it made fo 
clean that the Duſt was not offenſive. However, 
this was a peculiar Grace, not allowed to any but 
Perſons of the higheſt Rank, when they defire an 
Admittance. Nay, ſometimes the Floor is ftrew- 
ed with Duſt on Purpoſe, when the Perſon to be 
admitted happens to have powerful Enemies at 
Court. And I have ſeen a great Lord with his 
Mouth ſo crammed, that, when he had crept to 
the proper Diſtance from the Throne, he was not 
able to ſpeak a Word. Neither is there any Re- 
medy ; becauſe it is Capital for thoſe who re- 
ceive an Audience, to ſpit or wipe their Mouths 
in his Majeſty's Preſence. There is, indeed, ano- 
ther Cuſtom, which 1 cannot altogether approve 
of : When the King hath a Mind to put any of 
his Nobles to Death, in a gentle, indulgent Man- 
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ner, he eommands to have the Floor firewed with 
a certain brown Powder, of a deadly Compoſition, 
which, being licked up, infallibly kills him in 
twenty-four Hours. But in Juſtice to this Prince's 


5 great Clemency, and the he hath of his 


ubjects Lives (wherein it were much to be wiſhed, 
that the Monarchs of Europe would imitate him 
it muſt be mentioned for his Honour, that ſtrict 
Orders are given to have the infecled Parts of the 
Floor well waſhed, after every ſuch Execution ; 


which if his Domeſtics neglect, they are in Dan- 


r of incurring his Royal Diſpleaſure. I myſelf 
card him give Directions, that one of his Pages 
ſhould be whipt, whoſe Turn it was to gixe No- 
tice about Waſhing the Floor after an Execution, 
but maliciouſly had omitted it, by which Negle&, 
a young Lord of great Hopes, coming to an Au- 


dience, was unfortunately poiſoned, although the 


King, at that Time, had no Defign againſt his 
Life. But this good hor was ſo gracious, as to 
forgive the poor Page his Whipping, upon Pro- 
—_ that he would do ſo no more, without ſpecial 
Orders. 3 

To return from this Digreſhon ; when I had 


crept within four Yards of the Throne, I raiſed 


myſelf gently upon my Knees, and then, ſtriking 


my Forchead ſeven Times on the Ground, I pro- 


nounced the following Words, as they had been 
taught me the Night before, [ckpling Gloffthrobb 
Squat ſerumm blhiop Mlaſhnalt Zauin tnodbalkuffh 
Slhiophad Garalubh Abt. This is the Compliment 


_ eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, for all Per- 


ſons admitted to the King's Preſence. It may be 

rendered into Eng/i/o thus: May your ca leftial Ma- 

jelly out-live the Sun, eleven Mons and a half. 

10 this the King returned ſame Anſwer, wal 
] 2 althoug 
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although I could not underſtand, yet I replied as 
I — n directed: Fluft drin —.— 3 

a mirpiſb, which properly ſignifies, N 
ge rs hv tho Mouth of my Friend ; Sud by this 
Expreſſion was meant, that I defired Leave to 
bring my Interpreter; whereupon the young Man, 
already mentioned, was accordingly introduced 
by whoſe Intervention, I anſwered as many Queſ- 
tions as his Majeſty could put in above an Hour. 
I ſpoke in the Balribarnian Tongue, and my In- 
terpreter delivered my Meaning in that of Lugg- 


"The King was -much delighted with my Com- 
pany, and ordered his Bhifmark/ub, or high 
Chamberlain, to appoint a Lodging in the Court 
for me and my Interpreter, with a daily Allowance 
for my Table, and a large Purſe of Gold for my 
common Expences. : 
I ſtayed three Months in this Country, out of 
ect Obedience to his Majeſty, who was pleaſed 
ighly to favour me, and made me very honour- 
able Offers. But I thought it more conſiſtent 
with Prudence and Juſtice, to paſs the Remainder 
of my Days with my Wife Family, 


ad. 


CHAP. XxX 


The Luggnuggians commended. A particular 
Deſcriptim of the Struldbrugs, with many 
Converſations between the Author and ſome 
eminent Perſons, upon that Subject. 


HE Luggnuggians are a polite and generous 

People, and although they are not without 

fome Share of that Pride which is pecaliar to all 
; Eaftern 


eines 


Zaſtern Countries, yet they ſhew themſelyes cour- 
teous to Strangers, eſpecially ſuch who are coun- 
tenanced by the Court. I had many Acquaintance 
among Perſons of the beſt Faſhion, and being al- 
ways attended by my Interpreter, the Converſa- 
tion we had was not diſagreeable. 
One Day, in much good Company, I was asked 
by a Perſon of Quality, whether I had ſeen any 
of their Stru/2brugs or Immortals. I ſaid I had 
not; and deſired he would explain to me what he 
meant by ſuch an Appellation, applied to a mor- 
tal Creature. He told me, that ſometimes, tho? 
very rarely, a Child happened to be born in a Fa- 
mily with a red circular Spot in the Forehead, 
direQly over the left Eye-brow, which was an in- 
fallible Mark, that it ſhould never die. 'The 
Spot, as he deſcribed it, was about the Compaſs 
of a filver Three-pence, but in the Courſe of 
Time grew larger, and changed its Colour; for at 
twelve Years old it became green, ſo continued 
till five and twenty, then turned to a deep Blue; 
at ſte and forty it grew coal black, and as large 
as an Engl; Shilling: but never admitted any 
farther Alteration. He ſaid, theſe Births were fo 
rare, that he did not believe there could be above 
eleven hundred Stralabrugs of both Sexes in the 
whole Kingdom, - of which he computed about 
fifty in the Metropolis, and, among the reſt, a 
voung Girl born about three Years ago: That 
theſe Productions were not peculiar to any Fami- 
1y, but a meer Effet of Chance ; and the Chil- 
dren of the Strulabrugs themſelves were equally 
mortal with the reſt of the People. 

I freely own myſelf to have been ſtruck with 
inexpreſſible Delight upon Hearing this Account: 
And the Perſon who gave it me happening to un- 

| | | derſtand 
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derſtand the Balribarbian Language, which I 
ſpoke very well, I could not forbear breaking out 
into Expreſſions, perhaps, a little too extravagant. 
T cried out, as in a Rapture: Happy Nation, 
where every Child hath at leaſt a Chance for be- 
ing immortal! Happy People, who enjoy ſo ma- 
ny living Examples of ancient Virtue, and have 
Maſters ready to inſtruct them in the W/ iſdom of 
all former Ages ! But, happieſt 1 all Com- 
prey are thoſe excellent Szrul/dbrugs, who, 
rn exempt from that univerſal Calamity of hu- 
man Nature, have their Minds free and diſingag- 
ed, without the Weight and Depreſſion of Spirits 
cauſed by the continual Apprehenſion of Death. 
F diſcovered my Admiration, that I had not ob- 
ſerved any of theſe illuſtrious Perſons at Court; 
the black Spot on tlie Fore-head being ſo re- 
markable a Diſtinction, that I could not have ea - 
fily overlooked it: And it was impoſible that his 
Majeſty, a moſt judicious Prince, ſhould not pro- 
vide himſelf with a good Number of ſuch wiſe 
and able Counſellors. Yet perhaps the Virtue of 
thoſe reverend Sages was too ſtrict for the corrupt 
and libertine Manners of a Court. And we often 
find by Experience, that young Men are too opi- 
nionative and volatile, to be guided by the ſober 
Dictates of their Seniors. owever, ſince the 
King was pleaſed to allow me Acceſs to his Royal 
Perſon, I was reſolved, upon the very firſt Occa- 
fion, to deliver my Opinion to him on this Mat- 
ter freely, and at large, by the Help of my In- 
terpreter ; and whether he would pleaſe to take 
my Advice or no, yet in one Thing I was deter- 
mined, that, his Majeſty having frequently offered 
me an Eſtabliſhment in this Ser, I would 


with great Thankfulneſs accept the Favour, _ 
| paſs 
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paſs my Life here in the Converſation of thoſe ſu- 
perior Beings, the Struldbrugs, if they would 
Pleaſe to admit me. e eee 
Ide Gentleman to whom I addreſſed my Diſ- 
courſe, becauſe (as I have already obſerved) he 
ſpoke the Lge of Balnibarbi, ſaid to me 
with a Sort of a Smile, which uſually ariſeth 
from Pity wo the Ignorant, that he was glad ofany 
Occaſion to keep me among them, and deſired my 
Permiſſion to explain to the Company what I had 
ſpoke. He did ſo, and the ed together for 
ſome Time in their own Language, whereof I 
underſtood not a Syllable, neither could I obſerve 
by their Countenances, what Impreſſion my Diſ- 
courſe had made on them. After a ſhort Silence, 
the ſame Perſon told me, that his Friends and 
mine (ſo he thought fit to expreſs himſelf) were 
very much pleaſed with the judicious Remarks I 
made on the great Happineſs and Advantages . 
of immortal Life, and they were deſirous to know 
in a 5 Manner, what Scheme of Living I 
ſhould have formed to myſelf, if it had fallen to 


my Lot to have been born a Struldbreg.. -. 


I anſwered, it was eaſy to be eloquent on fo 
copious and delightful a Subject, eſpecially to me, 
who have been often apt to amuſe myſelf with 
Viſions of what I ſhould do, if I were a King, 
a General, or a great Lord : And, upon this very 
_ Caſe, I had frequently run over the whole Syſtem 
how I ſhould employ myſelf, and paſs the Time, 
if I were ſure to live for ever. 

That, if it had been my good Fortune to come 
into the World a Stralabrug, as ſoon as I could 
diſcover my own Happineſs, by underſtanding the 
Difference between Life and Death, I would firſt 
reſolve, by all Arts and Methods whatſoever, to 
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procure myfelf Riches. In the Purſuit of which, 
th Thrift and Management, I might reafonably 
expect, in about two hundred Vears, to be the 
wealthieſt Man in the Kingdom. In the ſecond 
Place, I would, from my earlieſt Youth, apply 
ſelf to the Stady of Arts and Sciences, by 
which I ſhould arrive in Time to excel all others 
in Learning. Laftly, I would carefully record 
every Action and Event of Conſequence that hap- 
pened in the Public, impartially draw the Cha- 
racters of the ſeveral Succeſſions of Princes, and 
great Miniſters of State, with my own Obſerva- 
tions on every Point. I woold eactly ſet down 
the ſeveral Changes in Cuſtoms, Language, Faſhi- 
ons of Dreſs, Diet and Diverfions. By all which 
Acquirements, I ſhould be a living Treaſury of 
Knowledge and Wifdom, and certainly become 
the Once , . HERR HS enn 
I would never marry after threeſcore, but live 
in an hoſpitable Manner, yet ſtill on the favi 
Side. I would entertain myſelf in forming an 
ditecting the Minds of hopeful young Men, by 
convincing them from my own Remembrance, 
Experience, and Obſervation, forttfied by nume- 
tous Examples, of the Ufefulnefs of Virtue in 
public and private Life. But my choice and con- 
ſtant Companions ſhould be a Sett of my own im 
mortal Brotherhood, among whom TI would elect 
a Dozen from the molt Ancient, down to my own 
Contemporaries. Where any of theſe wanted 
Fortunes, I would provide them with convenient 
Lodges round my own Eſtate, and have fome of 
them alwaysat my Table, only mingling a few of 
the moſt valuable among you Mortals, whom 
Length of Time would harden me to loſe, with lit- 
tle or no RelyQance, and treat your Poſterity aſter 
| . the 
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the ſame Manner; juſt as a Man diverts himſelf 
with the annual Succeſſion of Pinks and Tulips in 
his Garden, without regretting the Loſs of thoſe 
which withered the preceding Lear. 
Theſe Stra/dbrzgs and I would mutually com- 
municate our Obſervations; and Memorials throug 
the Courſe of Time ; remark the ſeveral Grada- 
tions by which Corruption ſteals into the World 
and oppoſe it in every Step, by giving perpetual 
N Inſtruction to Mankind ; which, ad- 
ded to the ſtrong Influence of our own Example, 
would probably prevent that continual Degenera- | 
of human Nature, ſo juſtly complained of in 


A 11 E 1, 

Ada to all this, the Pleaſure of ſeeing the vari- 
ous Revolutions of States and Empires; the Changes 
in the lower and upper World ; ancient Cities in 


Ruins, and obſcure Villages become the Seats of 


Kings; famous Rivers leſſening into ſhallow Brooks ; 


the Ocean leaving one Coaſt ary, and overwhelm- 
0 


ing another ; the Diſcovery of many Countries 

et unknown. Barbarity oyer-running the politeſt 

ations, and the moſt barbarous become civilized. 
I ſhould then ſee the Diſcovery of the Longitude 
the perpetual Motion, the univerſal Medicine, and 
many other great Inventions, brought to the ut- 
moſt PerfeQtion. | | 
What wonderful Diſcoveries ſhould we make 
in Aſtronomy, by out- living and confirming our 
own Predictions, by obſerving the Progreis and 
Returns of Comets, with the Changes of Motion 
in the Sun, Moon, and Stars. b 

I enlarged upon many other Topics, which 
the natural Deſire of endleſs Life, and ſublunary 
Happineſs, could eaſily furniſh me with. When 
J had ended, and the Sum of my Difcourſe oy 
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deen interpreted, as before, to the reſt of the Com- 
pany, there was a Deal of Talk among them 
in the Language of the Country, not without ſome 
Laughter at my = cog At laſt, the ſame Gen- 


tleman, who had been my Interpreter, ſaid, he 
was defired, by the reſt, to ſet me right in a few 
Miſtakes,” which I had fallen into, through the 
common Imbecillity of human Nature, and, up- 
on that Allowance, was leſs anſwerable for them. 
That this Breed of Strulabrugs was peculiar to 
their Country, for there were no ſuch 4 ei- 
ther in Balnibarbi or Japan, where he had the 
Honour to be Ambaſſador from his Majeſty, and 
found the Natives in both thoſe Kingdoms very 
hard to believe, that the Fact was poſlible ; and 
It appeared from my Aftoniſhment, when he firſt 
mentioned the Matter to me, that I received it as 
a Thing wholly new, and ſcarcely to be credited. 
That in the two Kingdoms above mentioned, 
where, during his Refidence, he had conyerſed 
very much, he obſerved long Life to be the uni - 
verſal Defire and Wiſh of Mankind. That who- 
ever had one Foot in the Grave, was ſure to hold 
back the other as ſtrongly as he could. That the 
Oldeſt had ſtill Hopes of living one Day longer, 
and looked on Death as the greateſt Evil, from 
which Nature always prompted him to retreat; 
only in this Iſland of Luggnage, the Appetite for 
Living was not ſo eager, from the continual Ex- 
ample of the Strulabrugs before their Eyes. 
That the Syſtem oa Living, contrived by me, 
was unreaſonable and unjuſt, becauſe it ſuppoſed 
a Perpetuity of Youth, Health, and Vigour, 
which no Man cou!d be ſo fooliſh to hope, how- 
ever extravagant he may be in his Wiſhes, That 
the Queſtion therefore was not whether a Man 
3 would 
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would chuſe to be always in the Prime of Youth, 
attended with Proſperity and Health; but how he 
would paſs a perpetual Life ander all the uſual 
Diſadvantages which old Age brivgs along with it. 
For although few Men will avow their Defires of 
being immortal upon ſach hard Conditions, yet 
in the two Kingdoms before-mentioned, of Balni- 
barbi and Japan, he obſerved, that every Man 
defired to put off Death, for ſametime longer, 
let it approach ever ſo late; and he rarely heard 
of any Man who died willingly, except he were 
incited by the Extremity of Grief or Torture. 
And he appealed to me, whether in thoſe Coun- 
tries I had travelled, as well as my own, I had 
not obſerved the fame general Diſpoſition.” 
Afﬀeer this Preface, he gave me a particular Ac- 
count of the Struldbrugs among them. He ſaid 
| wr commonly acted Iike Mortals, till about thir- 
ty Vears old, after which, by Degrees, they grew 
melancholy and dejected, encreaſing in both till 
they came to fourſcore, This he learned from 
their own Confeffion ; for otherwiſe, there not be- 
ing above two or three of that Species born in an 
Age, they were too few to form a general Obſer- 
vation by. When they came to fourſcore Years, 
which is reckoned the 3 of living in this 
Country, they had not only all the Follies and In- 
firmities of other old Men, but many more, which 
aroſe from the dreadful Proſpects of never dying. 
They were not only opinionative, peeviſh, cove- 
tous, moroſe, vain, talkative; but incapable of 
Friendſhip, and dead to all natural Affection, 
which never deſcended below their Grand-chil- 
dren. Envy and impotent Defires are their 
prevailing Paſſions, But thoſe Objects, againſt 
which their Envy ſeems principally directed, = | 
| the 
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the Vices of the younger Sort, and the Deaths of 


the old. By reflecting on the former, they find 
themſelves cut off from all Poſſibility of Pleaſure ; 


and whenever they ſee a Funeral, they lament and 


repine that others are gone to an Harbour of 
Reſt, to which they themſelves never can hope 
to arrive. They have no Remembrance of any 


Thing, but what they learned and obſerved in 


their Youth, and middle Age, and even that is 


very imperfect. And, for the Truth or Particulars 


of any Fact, it is ſafer to de on common Tra- 
ditions, than upon their beſt Recollections. The 
leaſt miſerable among them appear to be thoſe 
who turn to Dotage, and intirely loſe their Me- 
mories ; theſe meet with more Pity and Aſſiſ- 
tance, becauſe they want many bad Qualities, 
which abound in others. | 

If a Stra/dbrug happen to marry one of his 
own Kind, the Marriage is diſſolved of Courſe, by 
the Odurteſy of — as ſoon as the 
younger of the two comes to be fourſcore. For 
the Law thinks it a reaſonable Indulgence, that 
thoſe who are condemned, without any Fault of 
their own, to a perpetual Continuance in the 
World, ſhould not have their Miſery doubled by 


the Load of a Wife. 


As ſoon as they have compleated the Term of 
eighty Years, they are looked on as dead in Law ; 
their Heirs immediately ſucceed to their Eſtates, 
only a ſmall Pittance is reſerved for their Sup- 
—— and the poor ones are maintained at the 

ublic Charge. After that Period, they are he d 
incapable of any Employment of Truſt or Profit, 
they cannot purchaſe E or take Leaſes, nei- 
ther are they allowed to be Witneſſes in any Cauſe, 

R 2 either 


. ĩ gc. , 


5 ä 
2 A Oo or * * 
_— N 


a . — _ _— 1 4 , 988 1 4 OT OP I. 8 as a : 
. 5 — Y q \ 5 x N 7 Ps «<4 " * $93.4 n n 1 
Fn 3 r 47 : « FR LE NETS If 2.4 a p 
2 * 0 , — i „* * p 6 . . 98 > 5 8 0 9 EE a 8 N — Te 1 0 
3 9 R * N — l r q FAT * 6 T7 CERN n 1 ie ak ns e e e 4 2 2 cov, 8 n r 8 n 1 * n oy R 8 
eee eee He. EG DI AA Wag os eee OR D Wt 20 1 0 { a a - J 15S * r 2 . 


88 A 
4 ef v2 SES 


_ AVoyace 


either Civil' or Criminal, not even for the Deci- 
fion of Meers and Bounds. 4 
At Ninety they loſe their Teeth and Hair; 
they have at that Age no Diſtinction of Taſte, but 
eat and drink whatever they can get, without Re- 
liſh or Appetite. The Diſeaſes they were ſubject 
to ſtill continue, without Encreaſing or Diminiſh- 
ing. In Talking, they forget the common Ap- 
* of Things, and the Names of Perſons, 
even of thoſe who are their neareſt Friends and 
Relations. For the ſame Reaſon they never can 
amuſe themſelves with Reading, becauſe their 
Memory will not ſerve to carry them from the Be- 
ginning of a Sentence to the End; and, by this 
Defect, they are deprived of the only Entertain- 
ment, whereof they might otherwiſe be capable. 
The Language of this Country being always 


upon the Flux, the Stru/dbrugs of one Age do 


not underſtand thoſe of another ; neither are they 


able, after two hundred Years, to hold ary Con- 


verſation (farther than by a few general Words) 
with their Neighbours, the Mortals ; and thus 
they lie under the Diſadvantage of living like Fo- 
reigners in their own Country. . | 

This was the Account given me of the Struld- 
brugs, as near as I can remember. I afterwards 
ſaw five or fix of different Ages, the youngeſt not 
above two hundred Years old, who were brought 
to me at ſeveral Times by ſome of my Friends ; 
but although they were told that I was a great 
Traveller, and had ſeen all the World, they had 


\2 


not the leaſt Curioſity to ask me a Queſtion ; only 


defired I would give them S/umskudask, or a To- 
ken of Remembrance ; which is a modeſt Way of 
Begging, to avoid the Law that ſtrictly forbids — 


p LAPNUT A, S. . 
becauſe they are provided for by the Public, al- 
though, indeed, with a very ſcanty Allowance. 

They are deſpiſed and hated by all Sorts of Peo- 
ple ; when one of them is- born, it 1s. reckoned 
ominous, and their Birth is recorded very particu- 
_ larly ; ſo that you may know their Age, by con- 
ſulting the Regiſter; which, however, hath not 
been r above a thouſand Vears paſt, or, at leaſt, 

hath been deſtroyed by Time, or public Diſtur- 
bances. But the uſual Way of computing,” how 
old they are, is, by asking them what Kings, -or 
t Perſons, they can remember, and then con- 
ulting Hiſtory ;. for, infallibly, the laſt Prince in 
their Mind did not begin his Reign, after they 
were fourſcore Years vid. e 

They were the moſt mortifying Sight I ever 
beheld ; and the Women more horrible than the 
Men. Beſides the uſual Deformities in extreme 
old Age, they acquired an additional Ghaſtlineſs, 
in Proportion to their Number of Years, which is 
not tobe deſcribed and, among half a Dozen, I 
ſoon diſtinguiſhed which was the eldeſt, although 
33 not above a Century or two between 

The Reader will eaſily believe, that, from what 
J had heard and ſeen, my keen Appetite for Per- 
petuity of Life was much abated. I grew heartily 
aſhamed of the pleaſing Viſions I had formed; 
and thought no Tyrant could invent a Death into 
which I would not ran with Pleaſure from ſuch a 
Life. 'The King heard of all that had paſſed be- 
tween me and my Friends upon'this Occaſion, and 
rallied me very pleaſantly ; wiſhing I would ſend a 
Couple of Struldbrugs to my own Country, to 
arm our People againſt the Fear of Death ; but 
this, it ſeems, is forbidden, by the fundamental 
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upon the ſtrongeſt Reaſons,” and ſuch as an 
would be under the Neceſſity 2 
* like Circumſtances. N. 
ce is the neceſſary Conſequent Age, 
tee sit, Conſequent of beet 
tors of the whole Nation, and engrofs the 
Power 3 which, for Want of Abilities to manage, 
muſt end in the Ruin of the Public. 7 | 
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une From thence he returns in a 
1 Amſterdam, and from ee 


d. 
1 hn 


ht this Account of the Seruldbrag ; 
ht be ſome Entertainment to the ads 5 
becauſe it ſeems to be a little out of the common 


Way; at leaſt, I do not remember to have met 


the like in any Book of Travels that hath come to 


my Hands: And, if I am-deceived, my Excaſe 


muſt be, that it is — — who 
deſcribe the ſame Country, very often to agree in 
qwelling on the ſame Particulars, without deſerv- 

ing the Cenfure of having borrowed or tranſcribed 
from thoſe who wrote _ hem. 

There is, indeed, Commerce be- 
tween this Kingdom - the great Empire of J- 
pan; and it is very probable, that the "Att 

uthors 
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Authors may have given ſome Account of the 
Struldbrugs ; but my Stay in Taha was ſo ſhart, 


and I was ſo intirely a Stranger to that Language, 


that I was not qualified to make any Enquiries, 


But I hope the Dutch, upon this Notice, will be 
curious and able enough to ſupply my Defects. 
. His Majeſty having aften preſſed me to accept 
ſome Employment in his Court, and finding me 
abſolutely determined to return to my native 
Country, was pleaſed to give me his Licence to 
depart, and honoured me with a Letter of Recom- 
mendation, under his own Hand, to the Emperor 
of Fapan. He likewiſe preſented me with four 
hundred forty-four large Pieces of Gold (this Na- 
1 ighting in even Numbers) and a red Dia- 


tion 
mond, which I fold in Exglasd for eleven hun- 


dred Pounds, | 
On the 6th Day of May, 1709, 1 took a ſo- 


lemn Leave of his Majeſty, and all my Friends. 


'This Prince was ſo gracious, as to order a Guard 
to conduct me to Glanguenſtald, which is a Royal 


Port to the Sauth-wweſt Part of the Iſland. In fix 


Days I found a Veſſel ready to carry me to Japan, 
and ſpent fifteen Days in the Voyage. We land- 
ed at a ſmall Port- Town called Xamo/chi, ſituated 
on the Sautb-eaſ Part of Japan; the Town lies on 
the Weftern Point, where there is a narrow 


Streight, leading Northward into a long Arm of 


the Sea, upon the North-wweſt Part of which, Yedo, 
the Metropolis, ſtands. At Landing, I ſhewed 
_ 3 — 8 my Letter _ = 
Ling to his Imperial Majeſty. T 
CES the Seal 338 * — 3 
the Palm of my Hand. The Impreſſion was, 1 
King lifting up a lame Beggar from the Earth. 
The Magiſtrates of the Town, hearing of my Let- 
| R 4 ter, 
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ter, received me as a Public Miniſter; they pro- 

vided me with Carriages and Servants, and Fo 
my Charges to Ted, where I was admitted to an 
Audience, and delivered my Letter, which was 
opened with great Ceremony, and explained to 
the Emperor by an Interpreter, who gave me 
Notice, by his Majeſty's Order, that I ſhould bg: 
nify my Requeſt, and, whatever it were, it ſhould 
be granted, for the Sake of his Royal Brother of 
'Luggnagg. ' This Interpreter was a Perſon em- 
ployed to tranſact Affairs with the Hollanders; he 
Toon conjectured by my Countenance, that I was 
an European, and therefore ted his Majeſty's 
Commands in Zow-Dutch, which he ſpoke per- 
fealy well. I anſwered (as I had re deter- 
mined) that I was a Dutch Merchant, ſhipwrecked 
3n a very-remote Country, from whence 1 had 
travelled by Sea and Land to Luggnagg, and then 
took Shipping for Japan, where Fa m 

Country men often traded, and with ſome of theſe 
I hoped to get an Opportunity of returning into 
Europe : I therefore moſt humbly entreated his 
Royal Favour. to give Order, that I ſhould be 
conducted in Safety to Nangaſac : To this I ad- 
ded another Petition, that, for the Sake of my 
Patron, the King of Laggragg, his Majeſty would 
condeſcend to excuſe my performing the Ceremo- 
ny impoſed on my Countrymen, of Trampling upon 
the Crucifix ; becauſe I had been thrown into his 
Kingdom by my Misfortunes, without any Inten- 
tion of Trading. When this latter Petition was 
interpreted to the Emperor, he ſeemed a little 
ſurpriſed; and ſaid, he believed I was the firſt of 
my Countrymen, who ever made any Scruple in 
this Point; and that he began to doubt, whether 
J was a real Hollander, or no; but rather _ 
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ted I muſt be a Chrifian. However, for the 
Reaſons I had offered, but chiefly to gratify the 
King of Luggnagg, by an uncommon Mark of his 
Favour, he would comply with the Singularity of 
my Humour; but the Affair muſt be managed 
with Dexterity, and his Officers ſhould be com- 
manded to let me paſs, as it were, by Forgetful- 
neſs. For he aſſured me, that if the Secret ſhould 
be diſcovered by my Countrymen, the Dutch, 
they would cut my Throat in the Voyage. I re- 
turned my Thanks, by the Interpreter, for ſo un- 
. uſual a Favour ;_ and, ſome Troops being at that 
Time on their March to Nanga ſac, the Command- 
ing Officer had Orders to convey me ſafe thither, 
with particular Inſtructions about the Buſineſs of 
the Crucifix. —_ 5 
On the gth Day of June, 1709, I arrived at 
Nanga ſac, after a very long and troubleſome Jour- 
ney. I ſoon fell into Company of ſome Dutch 
Sailors belonging to the Amboyna of Amſterdam, a 
ſtout Ship of 450 Tuns. I had lived long in 
Holland, purſuing my Studies at Leyden, and I 
ſpoke Dutch well. The Seamen ſoon knew from 
whence I came laſt ; they were curious to enquire 
into my Voyages, and Courſe of Life. I made 
up a Story as ſhort and probable as I could, but 
concealed the greateſt Part, I knew many Per- 
ſons in Holland; I was able to invent Names for 
my Parents, whom I pretended to be obſcure Peo- 
ple in the Province of Gelderland. I would have 
given the Captain (one Theodorus Vangrult) what 
he PRE to ask for my Voyage to Holland; but, 
underſtanding I was a Surgeon, he was contented 
to take half the uſual Rate, on Condition that I 
would ſerve him in the Way of my Calling. Be- 
fore we took Shipping, I was often asked by ſome 
| "a 
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of the Crew, whether I had performed the Cere- 
mony above-mentioned ? I evaded the Queſtion 
by nora Aubyers,” that T had Tithe he Fra, | 
peror, and Court, in all Particulars. However, 
a malicious Rogue of a Skipper went to an Off 
cer, and, pointing to me, told him, I had not ye 
trampled on the Crucifix : But the other, who had 
received Inſtructions to let me paſs, gave the Raſ- 
cal twenty Strokes on the Shoulders with a Bam- 
boo; after which, I was no more troubled withg 
ſuch Queſtions. 
Nothing happened worth mentioning' in this 
2 We failed with a fair Wind to the Cape 
2 . where we ſtaid only to take in freſh 
ater. 1 the 16th of April, we arrived ſafe at 
Amſterdam, having loſt only three Men by Sick- 
neſs in the Voyage, and a fourth who fell from 
the Fore-maſt into the Sea, not far from the Coaſt 
of Guinea. From Amflerdam, I ſoon after ſet Sail 
for England, in a ſmall Veſſel belonging that City. 
On the 10th of April, 1710, we put in at the 
Downs, I landed next Morning, and ſaw once 
more my native Country, after an Abſence of 
five Years and fix Months compleat. IT went 
ſtrait to Redriff, where I arrived the ſame Day at 
Two in the Afternoon, and found my Wife and 
Family in good Health, 
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The End of the Third Part. 
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AVOYAGE to the Country of the 
| 'HouyHnHNMs. 


| 1 
The Author ſets out as Captain of a Ship. His 
Men conſpire again/t him, confine him a long 
Time to his Cabbin. Set him on Shore in an 
unknaun Land. He travels up into the Coun- 
try. The Yahoos, a ſtrange Sort of Animal, 
deſcribed. The Author meets two Houyhn- 


Continued at Home with my Wife and Chil- 
dren about five Months, in a very happy 
Condition, if I could have learned the Leſ- 
ſon of knowing when I was well. I left 
my poor Wife big with Child, and accepted an 
advantageous Offer made me, to be Captain of the 
Adventure, a ſtout Merchant-man, of 350 Tuns: 
For I underſtood Navigation well, and being 
grown weary of a Surgeon's Employment at Sea, 
which, however, I could exerciſe upon Occaſion, 
I took a skilful young Man of that Calling, one. 


Robert 


— dean 


Robert Purefoy, into my Ship. We ſet Sail from 
Port/mouth upon the 2d Day of Auguſt, 1710 ; on 
we 4th, we met with Captain wr Briftol, 
at Tenariff, who was going to Bay of Campe- 
chy, to — Logwood. 3 the 16th, he was part- 
d from us by a Storm; I heard, fince my Return, 
that his Ship foundered, and none eſcaped, but 
one Cabbin-boy. He was an honeſt Man, anda 
good Sailor, but a little too poſitive in his own 
Opinions, which was the Cauſe of his Deſtruction, 
as it hath been of ſeveral others. For, if he had 
followed my Advice, he might have been ſafe at 
Home with his Family at this Time, as well as 

myſelf. | 5 
J had ſeveral Men died in my Ship of Calen- 
tures, ſo that I was forced to get Recruits out of 
Barbadoes, and the Leeward Tflands, where I 
touched, by the Direction of the Merchants who 
employed me; which I had ſoon too much Cauſe 
to repent ; for I found afterwards, that moſt of 
them had been Bucaneers. I had fifty Hands on 
Board, and my Orders were, that I ſhould trade 
with the dians, in the South-Sea, and make 
what Diſcoveries I could. Theſe Rogues, whom 
I had picked up, debauched my other Men, and 
they all formed a Conſpiracy to ſeize the Ship, 
and ſecure me; which they did one Morning, 
ruſhing into my Cabbin, and binding me Hand 
and Foot, threatening to throw me over-board, if 
I offered to ſtir. I told them, I was their Priſo- 
ner, and would ſubmit. This they made me 
ſwear to do, and then they unbound me, only faſ- 
tening one of my Legs with a Chain near my Bed, 
and placed a Centry at my Door with his Piece 
charged, who was cammanded to ſhoot me dead, 
if I attempted my Liberty. They ſent me _ 
Victuals 
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ViRuals and Drink, and took the Government of 
the Ship to themſelves. Their Defign was to turn 
Pyrates, and plunder the Spaniards, which they 
could not do, till they got more Men. But firit 
they reſolved to ſell the Goods in the Ship, 
and then go to Madagaſcar for Recruits, ſeveral 
among them having died fince my Confinement. 
They failed many Weeks, and traded with the 
Indians ; but I knew not what Courſe they took, 
being kept a cloſe Priſoner in my Cabbin, and ex- 
pecting nothing leſs than to be murdered, as they 
often threatened me. - | 
. Upon the gth Day of May, 1711, one Fames 
Welch came down to my Cabbin, and ſaid he 
had Orders from the Captain, to ſet me a-ſhore, 
I expoſtulated with him, but in vain ; neither 
would he ſo much as tell me who their new Cap- 
tain was. They forced me into the Long- Hoat, 
letting me put on my beſt Suit of Cloaths, which 
were as good as new, and a ſmall Bundle of Lin- 
nen, but no Arms, except my Hanger; and they 
were ſo civil as not to ſearch my Pockets, into 
which I conveyed what Money I had, with ſome 
other little Neceſſaries. They rowed about a 
League; and then ſet me down on a Strand. I 
defired them to tell me, what Country it was. 
They all ſwore, they knew no more than myſelf, 
but ſaid, that the Captain (as they called him) 
was reſolved, after they had ſold the Lading, to 
t rid of me in the firſt Place, where they could 
iſcover Land. They puſhed off immediately, ad- 
viſing me to make Haſte, for fear of being over- 
taken by the Tide, and fo bad me Farewel. 
In this deſolate Condition I advanced forward, 
and ſoon got upon firm Ground, where I fat 


down on a Bank to reſt myſelf, and conſider what 
| 1 had 
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1 had beſt do. When I was. a little refreſhed, 1 


went up into the Loma reſolving to deliver 
myſelf to the firſt Savages I ſhould meet, and pur- 


_ chaſe my Life from them, by ſame Brace 


glaſs Rings, and other Toys, which Sailors uſu- 
ally provide themſelves with in thoſe Voyages, 
and whereof I had ſome about me: The Land was 
divided by long Rows of Trees, not regularly 
planted, but naturally growing ; there was great 
Plenty of Graſs, and ſeveral Fields of Oats. I 
walked very circumſpectly, for fear of being ſur- 

iſed, or ſuddenly ſhot with an Arrow from be- 

ind, or on either Side. I fell into a beaten Road, 
where I ſaw many Tracts of human Feet, and 
ſome of Cows, but moſt of Horſes. At laſt L 
beheld ſeveral Animals in a Field, and one or two 
of the ſame Kind fitting in Trees. Their Shape 
was very ſingular, and deformed, which a little 
diſcompoſed me, ſo that I lay down behind a 
Thicket to obſerve them better. Some of them, 


coming forward near the Place where I lay, gave 
me an Opportunity of diſtinctly marking their 


Form. Their Heads and Breafts were covered 
with a thick Hair, ſome frizled, and others lank ; 

they had Beards like Goats, and a long Ridge of 
Hair down their Backs, and the Fore-parts of their 
Legs and Feet ; but the reſt of their Bodies were 
bare, ſo that I might ſee their Skins, which were 
of a brown buff Colour. They had no Tails, nor 
any Hair at all on their Buttocks, except about 
the Anus ; which, I preſume, Nature had placed 
there, to defend them as they fat on the Ground ; 
for this Poſture they uſed, as well as Lying down, 


and often ſtood on their hind Feet. They climbed. 


high Trees, as nimbly as a Squirrel, for they had 
ſtrong extended Claws before and behind, termi- 
4 nating 
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' nating in ſharp Points, and hooked. They would 
often ſpring, and bound, and leap with prodigi- 
ous Agility. The Females were not ſo large as 
the Males z they had long lank Hair on their 


Heads, but none on their Faces, nor any 'Thi 
more than a Sort of Down on the reſt of their 
Bodies, except about the Anus, and Pudenda. 
Their Dugs hung between their Fore-feer, and 
often reached almoſt to the Ground as they walk- 
ed. The Hair of both Sexes was of ſeveral Co- 
lours, brown, red, black, and yellow. Upon 
the Whole, I never beheld, in all my Travels, ſo 
diſagreeable an Animal, nor one againſt which I 
naturally conceived ſo ftrong an Antipathy. So 
that thinking I had ſeen enough, full of Contempt 
and Averſion, I got up, and purſued the beaten 
| Road, hoping it might direct me to the Cabbin of 
ſome Indian. I not got far, when I met one 
of theſe Creatures full in my Way, and coming 
up directly to me. The ugly Monſter, when he 
faw me, diſtorted ſeveral Ways every Feature of 
his Viſage, and ſtared as at an Object he had ne- 
ver ſeen before ; then, approaching nearer, lifted 
up his Fore-paw, whether out of Curiofity or 
_ Miſchief, I could not tell. But I drew my 

Hanger, and gave him a good Blow with the flat 
Side of it, for I durſt not ſtrike with the Edge, 
- fearing the Inhabitants might be provoked againſt 
me, if they ſhould come to know, that 1 had 
killed or maimed any of their Cattle, When the 
Beaſt felt the Smart, he drew back, and roared fo 
loud, that a Herd, of at leaſt forty, came flock- 
ing about me from the next Field, houling and 
making odious Faces ; but I ran to the Body of a 
Tree, and, leaning my Back againſt it, kept them 
off, by waving any Hanger. Several of * 

curſe 
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curſed Brood getting hold of the Branches behind; 
leapt up into the Tree, from whence they began 
to diſcharge their Excrements on my Head: 
However, I eſcaped pretty well, by flicking cloſe 
to the Stem of the Tree, but was almoſt ſtifled 
with the Filth, which fell about me on every 
Side. © 

In the Midſt of this Diſtreſs, I obſerved them 
all to run away on a ſudden as faſt they could, 
at which I ventured to leave the Tree, and purſue 
the Road, wondering what it was that could put 
them into this Fright. But, looking on my left 
Hand, I ſaw a Horſe walking ſoftly in the Field ; 
which my Perſecutors having ſooner diſcovered, 
was the Cauſe of their Flight. The Horſe ſtarted a 
little when he came near me, but, ſoon recoveri 
himſelf, looked full in my Face, with manife 
Tokens of Wonder : He viewed my- Hands and 
Feet, walking round me ſeveral Times. I would 


have purſued my Journey, but he placed himſelf 


directly in the Way, yet looking with a very 
mild Aſpect, never offering the leaſt Violence. 
We ſtood gazing at each other for ſome Time ; at 
laſt I took the Boldneſs to reach my Hand towards 
his Neck, with a Deſign to ſtroak it, uſing the 
common Style and Whiſtle of Jockies, when they 
are going to handle a ſtrange Horſe. But this A- 
nimal ſeemed to receive my Civilities with Diſ- 
dain, ſhook his Head, and bent his Brows, ſoft! 


raiſing up his right Fore-foot to remove my Hand. 


Then he neighed three or four Times, but in fo 
different a Cadence, that I almoſt began to think 
he was ſpeaking to himſelf in ſome Language of 

his own. 
While he and I were thus employed, another 
Horſe came up; who applying himſelf to the firſt 
| | in 
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in a very formal Manner, they gently ſtruck each 
other's right Hoof before, Neighing ſeveral Times 
by Turns, and varying the Sound, which ſeemed 
to be almoſt articulate, They went ſome Paces 
off, as if it were to confer together, walking Side 
by Side, backward and forward, like Perſons de- 
liberating upon ſome Affair of Weight, but often 
turning their Eyes towards me, as it were to watch 
that 1 might not eſcape. I was amazed to ſee 
ſuch Actions and Behaviour in Brute Beaſts; and 
concluded with myſelf, that if the Inhabitants of 
this Country were indued with a proportionable 
Degree of Reaſon; they muſt needs be the wiſeſt 
People upon Earth. This Thought gave me ſo 
much Comfort, that I refolved to go forward, 
until I could diſcover ſome Houſe or Village, or 
meet with any of the Natives; leaving the two 
Horſes to diſcourſe together as they pleaſed. But 
the firſt, who-was 'a Dapple-grey, 'obſerving me 
to ſteal off, neighed after me in fo expreſſive a 
Tone, that I fancied myſelf to underſtand what 
he meant ;/*whereupon I turned back, and came 
near him, to expect his farther Commands; but 
concealing my Fear as much as I could; for I 
began to be in ſome Pain, how this Adventure 
might terminate; and the Reader will eaſily be- 
lieve 1 did not much like my preſent Situation. 
The two Horſes came up cloſe to me, looking 
with great Earneſtneſs upon my Face and Hands. 
The Grey Steed rubbed my Hat all round with 
his right Fore-hoof, and diſcompoſed it ſo much, 
that I was forced to adjuſt it better, by taking it 
off, and ſettling it again; whereat both he and 
his Companion (who was a brown Bay) appear- 
ed to be much ſurpriſed ; the latter felt the Lappet 
of my Coat, and, finding it to hang looſe about 
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me, they both looked with Signs of Wonder. He 
ſtroaked my right Hand, ſeeming to admire the 
Soſtneſs, and C z but be ſqueeſed it ſo hard 
between his Hoof and his Paſtern, that I was 
forced to roar ; after which, they both touched 
me with all poſſible Tenderneſs, They were un- 
der great Perplexity about my Shoes and Stock- 
ings, which they felt very often, neighing to 
each other, and uſing various , not unlike 
thoſe. of a Philoſopher, when he would attempt 
to ſolve ſome new and difficult Phanomenon. 
Upon the Whole, the Behaviour of theſe Ani- 
mals was ſo orderly and rational, ſo acute and ju- 
dicious, that I at laſt concluded, they muſt needs 
be Magicians, who had thus metamorphoſed 
themſelves upon ſome Defign, and, ſeeing a Stran- 
ger in the Way, was reſolved to divert themſelves 
with him ; or pn were really amazed at the 
Sight of a Man fo very different in Habit, Feature, 

s proba- 
bly live in ſo remote a Climate. Upon the Strength 
of this Reaſoning, I ventured to addreſs them 
in the following Manner : Gentlemen, if you be 
Conjurers, as I have good Cauſe to believe, you 
can underſtand any ge therefore I make 
bold to let your W _— 4 
poor diſt Eng lilbman, driven by his Misfortunes 
upon your Coaſt, and I entreat one of you, to let 
me ride u his Back, as if he were a real 
Horſe, to ſome Houſe or Village, where I can be 
relieved. In Return of which Favour, I will 
make you a Preſent of this Knife and Bracelet 
ftaking them out of my Pocket). The two Crea- 
tures ſtood filent while I ſpoke, ſeeming to liſten 
with great Attention; and, when I had ended, 
they neighed frequently towards each other, - 4-4 
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they were engaged in ſerious Converſation. I 
_ plainly obferved, that their Language expreſſed 
the Paſſions very well, and the Words might with 
little Pains be reſolved into an Alphabet, more 
. eaſily than the Chineſe. Et 
I could frequently. diſtinguiſn the Word Taboo, 
| Which was repeated by each bf them ſeveral 
Times 3 ard although it was impoſſible for me to 
conjecture what it meant, yet, while the two 
1 were buſy. tn 8 I 8 
to practi is Word upon my Tongue; and, as 
Don as they were Klan, boldly pronounced Ta- 
Boo, in a loud Voice, imitating, at the ime 
Time, as near as I could, the Neighingof a Horſe ; 
8 which they were both viſibly ſurpriſed, and 
th Grey repeated the ſame Word twice, as if he 
meant to teach me the right Accent, wherein I 
pry after R could, 7 1 my- 
elf perceivably to improve every Time, thou 
very Far from 1 —_ of Perfection. Then \ 
Bay tried me with a nd Word, much harder 
to be pronounced; but, reducing it to the-£ng/; 
Orthography, may be ſpelt thus, Houyhnhnm. I 
did not ſucceed in this, fo well as the former ; but, 
after two or three farther Trials, I had better 
Fortune; and they both appeared amazed at my 
Capacity. x 
 Aﬀer ſome farther Diſcourſe, which I then 
conjectured might relate to me, the two Friends 
took their Leaves, with the ſame Compliment of 
ſtriking each other's Hoof; and the Grey made 
me Signs that I ſhould walk before him; wherein 
I thought it prudent to comply, till I could find 
a better Director. When I offered to ſlacken my 
Pace, he would cry Hhuun, Hhuun ; I gueſſed 
his Meaning, and gave =_ to underftand, as well 
* 238 
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as ted. * I was weary, and not able ta 
walk faſter ; upon which, NA: ſtand a whils 
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CHAP. . 


Te-Authir op by a Houyhnhnm 0 bis 
" Houſe. The Houſe deſcribed, The Author's 
| Reception. The Food of the Houyhnhnms. 

' The Author in ene * Want of Meat, is 
at laft relieved. rf x ty in 
ove Country. 


Aving travelled about three n we came 
to x, Fe Kind of Building, made of 'Tim- 
he! Ruck in t A. Ground, and wattled a-croſs ; 
the Roof was low, and covered with Straw. I 
now began to be a little comforted ; and took out 
ſome Toys, which Travellers uſually carry for 
Preſents to the ſavage Indians of America, and 
other Parts, in Hopes the People of the Houſe 
would be thereby encouraged to receive me kind- 
ly. The Horſe made me a Sign to go in firſt ; it 
was a large Room with a ſmooth clay Floor, and 
a Rack and Manger, extending the whole Length 
on one Side. There were three Nags, and two 
Mares, not eating, but ſome of them fitting down 
upon their Hams, which I very much wondered 
at ; but wondered more to ſee the reſt emplo 
ed in domeſtic Buſineſs : Theſe ſeemed but roi. i- 
nary Cattle; however, this confirmed my firſt 
Opinion, that 4 People, who could ſo far civilize 
brute Animals, muſt needs excel in Wiſdom all 
the — of the World, The Grey came in 
Juſt 


| — - 
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juſt after, and thereby prevented. any ill Treat- 
ment, which the others might have given me. 
He neighed to them ſeveral Times in a Style of 

Authority, and received Anſwers. 
Beyond this Room there were three others, 
reaching the Length of the Houſe, to which you 
| paſſed through three Doors, oppoſite to each o- 
ther, in che mer of a Viſta ; we went * 
the ſecond Room towards the third; here the 
Grey walked in firſt, beckoning me to attend: I 
waited in the ſecond Room, and got ready my 
Preſents for the Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houſe : 
They were two Knives, three Bracelets of falſe 
Pearl, a ſmall Looking-glaſs, and a Bead Neck- 
lace. The Horſe neighed three or four Times, 
and I waited to hear ſome Anſwers in' a human 
Voice, but I obſerved no other Returns, than in 
the ſame Dialect, only one or two a little ſhriller 
than his. I began to think that this Houſe muſt 
belong to ſome Perſon of great Note among them, 
becauſe there appeared ſo much' Ceremony, before 
J could gain Admittance. But, that a Man of 
Quality ſhould be ſerved all by Horſes, was be- 
yond my Comprehenſion. I feared my Brain was 
diſturbed by my Sufferings and Misfortunes : I 
rouſed myſelf, and looked about me in the Room 
where I was left alone ; this was furniſhed like 
the firft, only after a more elegant Manner. I 
rubbed my Eyes often, but the ſame Objects till 
occurred, I pinched my Arms and Sides, to a- 
wake myſelf, hoping I might be in a Dream. I 
then abſolutely concluded, that all theſe Appear- 
ances could be nothing elſe but Necromancy and 
Magic. But I had no Time to purſue theſe Re- 
flections; for the Grey Horſe came to the Door, 
and made me a Sign to follow him into the third 
-:- — Room; 
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Room 3 where I ſaw a very ; comely Mare, | 
ther with a Colt and Fole, fitting 4 
Haunches, upon Matts of Straw, not unartfully 
made, and y neat and clean, 

The Mare, ſoon after my Entrance, roſe f from 

ming up Cloſe, after having 
nicely obſerved my Hands and Face, gave me * 
contemptuous Look ; then, turning to the 

orſe, I heard the Word Leier often repeated 
betwixt them ; the Meaning of which Word I 
could not then comprehend, although it were the 
firſt I had learned to pronounce; but I was ſoon 
etter informed, to my everlaſting Mortification : 

or the Horſe beckoning to me with his Head, 
_ repeating the Word Hbuyn, Hbuun, as he 
did upon the which I underſtood was to at- 
Wale, led me out into a Kind of Court, where 
was another Building at ſome Diſtance from the 
Houſe. Here we entered, and I ſaw three of 
thoſe deteſtable Creatures, Whom I fir met after 
my Landing, 8 n Roots, and the Fleſh 
of ome N I afterwards found to be 
of fone Anal, wh Ly n * | 
dead by Accident or Diſeaſe. 
tied by the Neck with ſtrong Wyths, og Rove le | 


7 they held their Food between the Claws 
of their Fore-feet, and tore it with their Teeth. 


The Maſter Horſe ordered a Sorrel Nag, one of 
his Servants, to untie the largeſt of theſe Animals, 
and take him into the Yard. The Beaſt and I 
were brought cloſe together ; and our Counte- 
nances diligently compared, both by Maſter and 
Servant, who thereupon repeated ſeveral Times 


the Word Tahoe. My Horror and Aſtoniſhment 


are not to be deſcribed, when I obſeryed, in this 


abominable Animal, a perſect human Figure; 


the 


© te HOUYHNHNMS. 26z 


2 it, 2 was flat ge the 
N 41 ips large, the Mouth 
wide: But theſe Differences are common to all 
ſavage Nations, where the Lineaments of the 
Countenance are diſtorted, by the Natives fuſfer- 
ing their Infants to lie grovelling on the Earth, 
or by carrying them on their Backs, nuazling 
with their Face againſt the Mother's Shoulders. 
The Fore-feet of the Talus differed from my 
Hands in nothing elſe, but the Length of the Nails, 
the Coarſeneſs and Brownneſfs of the Palms, and 
the Hairineſs on the Backs. There was the fame 
Reſemblance between our Feet, with the ſame 
Differences, which I knew very well, though the 
Horſes did not, becauſe of my Shoes and Stock- 
ings; the ſame in every Part of our Bodies, ex- 
cept as to Hairineſs and Colour, which I have al- 
ready deſcribed. 

The great Difficulty, that ſeemed to ſtick with 
the two Horſes, was, to ſee the reſt of my Body 
ſo different from that of a Taboo, for which I 
was obliged to my. Cloaths, whereof they had no 
Conception: The Sorrel go Sr me a Root, 
which he held (after their M , as we ſhall 
deſcribe in its proper Place) between his Hoof and 
Paſtern; I took it in my Hand, and, having ſmelt 
it, returned it to him again as civilly as I could. 
He brought out of the Yahoo's Kennel a Piece f 
Aſs's Fleſh, but it ſmelt. ſo offenſively, that I 
turned from it with Loathing; he then threw it 
to the Yahoo, by whom it was greedily devoured. 
He afterwards ſhewed me a Whiſp of Hay, and a 
Fetlock full of Oats ; but I ſhook my Head, to 
fignify, that neither of theſe were Food for me. 
And, indeed, I now apprehended that I muſt ab- 
ſolutely ſtarye, if I did * . 
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Species: For as to thoſe filthy Taboo, although 


there were few greater Lovers of Mankind, at 
that Time, than myſelf ; yet, I confeſs, I never 
ſaw any ſenſitive Being ſo deteſtable on all Ac- 
counts; and the more I came near them, the 
more hateful they grew, while I ſtayed in that 
Country. This the Maſter Horſe: obſerved by 
my Behaviour, and therefore ſent the Jab ba 

to his Kennel. He then put his Fore-hoof to his 


Mouth, at which I was much ſurpriſed, although - 


he did it with Eaſe, and with a Motion that ap- 
peared perfectly natural; and made other Signs 
to know what I would eat; but I could not re- 
turn him ſuch an Anſwer as he was able to appre- 
hend; and, if he had underſtood me, I did not ſee 
how it was poſſible to contrive any Way for : 8nd- 
ing myſelf Nouriſhment. While we were thus 
engaged, I obſerved a Cow paſſing by, where 
upon I pointed to her, and expreſſed a Deſire to 
let me go and milk her. This had its Effect; 
for he led me back into the Houſe, and ordered 
a Mare-ſervant to open a Room, where a good 
Store of Milk lay in earthen and wooden Veſſels, 
atter a very orderly and cleanly Manner. She 
gave me a large Bowl full, of which I drank ve- 
ry heartily, and found myſelf well refreſhed. —- 
About Noon, I ſaw coming towards the Houſe 


a Kind of Vehicle, drawn like a Sledge, by four 


Yahoos. There was in it an old Steed, who ſeem- 
ed to be of Quality; he alighted with his Hind- 
feet forward, having, by Accident, got a Hurt in 


his Fore-foot. He came to dine with our Horſe, 
| who received him with great Civility. They 


dined in the beſt Room, and had Oats boiled in 


Milk for the ſecond Courſe, which the old Horſe 


eat warm, but the reſt cold, Their Mangers 
| were 
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were placed circular in the Middle of the Roqm, 
and divided into ſeveral Partitions, round which 
they ſat on their Haunches upon Boſſes of Straw. —_ 
In the Middle was a large Rack, with Angles an- 
ſwering to every Partition of the Manger. - So 
that each Horſe and Mare eat their own Hay, 
and their own Maſh of Oats and Milk, with 
much Decency and Regularity. The Behaviour 
of the young Colt and Fole appeared very modeſt; 
and that of the Maſter and Miſtreſs, extremely 
chearful and complaiſant to their Gueſt. The 
Grey ordered me to ſtand by him; and much 
Diſcourſe paſſed between him and his Friend con- 
cerning me, as I found by the Stranger's often 
Looking on me, and the frequent Repetition of 
the Word Taboo. | | 
I happened to wear my Gloves, which the 
Maſter- Grey obſerving, ſeemed perplexed, diſco- 
vering Signs of Wonder what I had done to my 


Fore- feet; he put his Hoof three or four Times to 


them, as if he would fignify, that I ſhould re- 
duce them to their former Shape, which I pre- 
ſently did, pulling off both my Gloves, and put- 
ting them into my Pocket. This occaſioned far- 
ther Talk, and I ſaw the Company was pleaſed 
with my Behaviour, whereof I ſoon found the 
— Effects. I was ordered to ſpeak the few 
ords I underſtood ; and while they were at 
Dinner, the Maſter taught me the Names for 
Oats, Milk, Fire, Water, and ſome others; 
which I could readily pronounce after him, hav- 
ing from my Youth a great Facility in learning 
Languages. 
When Dinner was done, the Maſter Horſe took 
me aſide, and, by Signs and Words, made me 
| 5 under- 
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underſtand the Concern that he was in, that I 

had nothing to eat. Oats, in their Tongue, are 
called H/uwnrb., This Word I pronounced two or 
three Times; for although I had refuſed them at 
firſt, yet, upon ſecond Thoughts, I conſidered 
that I cauld contrive to make of them a Kind of 
Bread, which might be ſufficient, with Milk, to 
keep me alive, till I could make my Eſcape to ſome 
other Country, and to Creatures of my own Spe- 
cies. The Horſe immediately ordered a white 
Mare-ſervant, of his Family, to bring me a good 
Quantity of Oats, in a Sort of wooden Tray. 
'Thefe I heated before the Fire, as well as I 
could, and rubbed them till the Husks came off, 
which I made a Shift to winnow from the Grain; 
I ground and beat them between two Stones, then 
took Water, and made them into a Paſte or Cake, 
which I toaſted at the Fire, and eat warm with 
Milk. It was at firſt a very infipid Diet, though 
common in many Parts of Zarepe, but 
grew tolerable by Time; and, having been often 
reduced to hard Fare in my Life, this was not the 
firſt — "ugg I had made, how eaſily Nature 
is ſatis And I cannot but obſerve, that I 
never had one Hour's Sickneſs, while I ſtaid in 
this Iſland. *Tis true, I ſometimes made a Shift 
to catch a Rabbit, or Bird, by Springes made of 
Yahoo's Hairs ; and I often gathered wholeſome - 
Herbs, which I boiled, or eat as Salades with my 
Bread; and now and then, for a Rarity, I made 
a little Butter, and drank the Whey. I was at 
firſt at a great Loſs for Salt; but Cuſtom ſoon 

\ reconciled the Want of it; and I am confident, that 

the frequent Uſe of Salt, a us, is an Effect of 
Luxury, and was firſt introduced, only as a 
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Provocative to drink; except where it is neceſſa- 
ry for preſerving of Fleſh in long Voyages, or in 
Places remote from | amy Markets. For we ob- 
ſerve no Animal tobe of it but Man : And as to 
myſelf, when I left this Country, it was a great 
| * ile before I could endure the Taſte of it in any 
Ihbing that I eat. 

This is pong to ſay upon the Subject of my 

Diet, wherewith other Travellers fill their Books, 
as if the Readers were perfonally concerned, whe- 
ther we fared well or ill. However, it was ne- 
eflary to mention this Matter, leſt the World 
mould think it impoſſible that I could find Suſte- 
nance for three Years in ſuch a Country, and a- 
mong ſuch Inhabitants | $66 
When it grew towards Evening, the Maſter 
Horſe ordered a Place for me to lodge in ; it was 
but fix Yards from the Houſe, and ſeparated from 
the Stable of the Tahoos. Here I got ſome Straw, 
and, covering myſelf with my own Cloaths, flepe 
very ſound. But I was in a ſhort Time better ac- 
commodated, as the Reader ſhall know hereafter, 
when I come to treat more particularly about my 


CHAP. 
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bj OHA P. It _ 
The Author fludiaus 1 learn the Language ; the 


.  Houyhnham, his Maſter, afſiſts in teach- 


ing him. The Language deſcribed, Several 
. Duality came out Curio- 
 fety ta fee the Author, He gives his Maſter 
@ ſhort Account of bis Voyage, 
Y principal Endeavour was to learn the 
Language, which my Maſter (for ſo 1 


| fall henceforth call him) and his Children, and 


every Servant of his Houſe were defirons to teach 


me. For they looked upon it as a Prodigy that a 
drute Animal ſhould di ſegver fuch Marks of a ra- 


tional Creature. I pointed to every Thing, and 
ired the Name of it, which I wrote down 
in my 7-urnal- Book when I was alone, and correQ- 


ed my bad Accent, by defiring thoſe of the Fa- 


mily to pronounce it often, In this Employment 
a Sorrel} Nag, one of the under Servants, was rea- 
dy to aſſiſt me. „„ 

In ſpeaking, they pronounce through the Noſe 
and Throat, and their Language approaches near- 
eſt to the High-Dutch, or German, of any I know 
in Eurepe; but is much more graceful and ſigni- 
ficant. The Emperor Charles V. made almoſt 
the fame Obſervation, when he ſaid, That, if he 
were to ſpeak to his Horſe, it ſhould be in High- 
Dutch. | 

The Curioſity and Impatience of my Maſter 
were ſo great, that he ſpent many Hours of his 
Leiſure to inſtruct me. He was convinced (as he 
afterwards told me) that I muſt be a Tahoe; but 
my 'Teacuableneſs, Civility, and Cleanlineſs a- 

ET {toniſhed 
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Roniſhed, him; which were Qualities altoge- 
ther ſo oppoſite to thoſe Animals. He was molt 
r about my Cloaths, reaſoning ſometimes 
himſelf, whether they were a Part of my 
Body for I never pulled them off till the Fami- 
range aſleep, 'and got them on before they wak- 
in the Morning. My Maſter: was eager to 
—— from whence I came; how I acquired thoſe 
Appearances of Reaſon,” which I diſcovered in all 
my Actions; and to know my Story from my 
own Mouth, which he hoped he ſhould ſoon do, 
by the great Proficiency, I made in learning and 
pronouncing their Words and Sentences. To help 
my Memory, I formed all I learted into the Zng- 
Lie Alphabet, and writ the Words down, with 
the Tranſlations. This laſt, after ſome Time, I 
| ventured to do in my Maſter's Preſence, It coſt 
me much Trouble to explain to him what I was 
doing ; for the Inhabitants kane not the leaſt Iden 
of Books or Literature. 
In about ten Weeks Dione. 5 was able to un- 
derſtand moſt of his Queſtions; and in three 
Months could give him ſome tolerable Anſwers. 
He was extremely curious to know from what Part 
of the Country 1 came, and how I was taught to 
imitate a rational Creature; | becauſe the Yaheos 
(whom he ſaw I exactly reſembled in my Head, 
Hands, and Face, that were only viſible) with 
ſome Appearance of Cunning, and the ſtrongeſt 
Diſpoſition to Miſchief, were obſerved to be the 
| — unteachable of all Brutes. I anſwered, 
That I came over the Sea, from a far Place, with 
many others of my own Kind, in a great hollow 
Veſſel made of the Bodies of Trees; that 
my Companions forced me to land on this Coaſt, 
and then left me to ſhift for 3 It = 
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with ſome Difficulty, and by the Help of many 
Signs, that I brought him to underſtand me. He 
replied, That I muſt -needs be miſtaken, or that 
Lid the Thing which wwas not (for they have no 

ord in their unge to expreſs Lying or Falſe- 
hood). He knew it was impoſſible that there 
could be a Country beyond- the Sea, or that 2 
Parcel of Brutes could move a wooden Veſſel whi- 
ther they pleaſed upon Water. He was ſure no 
Hoaybnhxm alive could make ſuch a Veſſel, nof 
23 . 

1 — 3 „Toene Beni; 
hes a Horſe, and in its Etymology, the Pee. : 
tion of Nature. I told my Maſter, that T- was at 
a Loſs for n, but would improve as faſt 
as I could; and hoped in a ſhort Time I ſhonld be 
able to tell him Wonders: He was pleaſed to di- 


K. * . 


rect his own Mare, his Colt and Fole, and the 


Servants of the Family, to take all Opportunities 
of inſtructing me; and every Day, for two or 
three Hours, he was at the fame Pains bimſelf: Se- 
veral Horſes and Mares of Quality, in the Neigh- 
bourhood, came often to our Houſe, upon the Re- 
port ſpread of 'a wonderful Taboo, that could 
ſpeak like a Horyhnhnm, and ſeemed, in his Words 
and Actions, to diſcover ſome Glimmerings of 
Reaſon. Theſe delighted to converſe with me; 
they put many Queſtions, and received ſuch 
Anſwers as I was able to return. By all theſe 
Advantages, I made fo great a Progreſs, that, in 
five Months from my Arrival, I underſtood what- 
ever was ſpoke, and could expreſs myſelf tolera - 
bly well. 1 2 
The Howyhnbnms who came to viſit my Maſter; 
out of a Defign of ſeeing and talking with me, 
could hardly believe me to be a right Jabos, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe my „ $90 ne Cog 26d 
others of my Kind. They were aſtoniſhed to ob» 
ſerve me without the uſual Hair, or Skin, except 
on my Head, Face, and Hands; but I difcovered 
that Secret to my Maſter, upon an Accident, 
which happened about a Fortnight before. 

I have already told 'the Reader, that, every 
Night when the Family were gone to Bed, it 


was my Cuſtom to ſtrip, and cover myſelf with 


my Cloaths : It happened one Morning early, 
that my Maſter ſent for me, by the Sorrel Nag, 
who was his Valet; when he came, I was faſt 
aſleep, my Cloaths fallen off on one Side, and m 
Shirt above my Waſte. I awaked at the Noiſe 
he made, and obſerved him to deliver his Meſſage 
in ſome Diſorder; after which he went to my 
Maſter, and in a great Fright gave him a ver 
confuſed Account of what he had feen : This 
mengy diſcovered ; for going as ſoon as I was 
ed, to pay my Atten upon his Honour, 
he asked me the Meaning of what his Servant had 
reported 3 that I was not the ſame Thing when I 
| Hlept, as I appeared to be at other Times ; that 
his Valet affured him, ſome Part of me was 
white, ſome yellow, at leaſt not fo white, and 
ſome brown. 15 
I had hitherto concealed the Secret of my 
Dreſs, in order to diſtinguiſh myſelf, as much as 
ble, from that curſed Race of Yahoos ; but now 
'I found it in vain to do ſo any longer. Beſides, 


I conſidered that my Cloaths and Shoes would 


ſoon wear out, which already were in a declining 
Condition, and muſt be ſupplied by ſome Con- 
trivance from the Hides of Tae. or other Brates 
whereby the whole Secret would be known: I 
therefore told my Maſter, That, in the Country 
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from whence I came, thoſe of my Kind always 
covered their Bodies with the Hairs of cer- 
tain Animals prepared by Art, as well for 
Decency, as to avoid the Inclemencies of Air 
both hot and cold; of which, as to my own Per- 
ſon, I. would give him immediate Conviction; 
if he pleaſed to command me; only deſiring his 
Excuſe, if I did not expoſe thoſe Parts, that Na- 
ture taught us to conceal. He ſaid my Diſcourſe 


| was all very ſtrange, but eſpecially the laſt Part; 


for he could not underſtand: why Nature ſhould 
teach us to conceal what Nature had given. That 
neither himſelf nor Family were aſhamed of any 
Parts of their Bodies; but, however, I might do 
as I pleaſed. Whereupon, I firſt unbuttoned-my 
Coat, and pulled it of. I did the fame with my 
Waiſtcoat ; I drew off my Shoes, Stockings, and 
Breeches. I let my Shirt down to my Waiſt, 
and drew up the Bottom, faſtening it like a Gir- 
dle about my Middle to hide my Nakedneſs. 
My Maſter obſerved the whole Performance 
with great Signs of Curioſity. and Admiration. 
He took up all my Cloaths in his Paſtern, one 
Piece after another, and examined them diligent- 
ly ; he ſtroaked my Body very gently, and look- 
ed round me ſeveral Times, after which he ſaid; 
it was plain 1 muſt be a perfect Yahoo ; but that 
I differed very mach from the reſt of my Species, 
in the Softneſs, and Whiteneſs, and Smoothnefs 
of my Skin, my Want of Hair in ſeveral Parts of 
my Body, the Shape and Shortneſs of my Claws 
behind and before, and my Affectation of Walk- 
ing continually on my two Hinder Feet. He de- 
fired to fee no more; and gave me Leave to put 
on my Gloaths again, for I was ſhuddering with 
Cold. | | 
| I ex- 
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I expreſſed my Uneaſineſs at his giving me ſo 
often the Appellation of Taboo, an odious Ani- 
ntempt: I begged he would forbear applyi 
that Ward to me, and take the ſame 3 hs | 
Family, and among his Friends, whom he ſuffered 
to ſee me. I 8 likewiſe, - that the Secret 
of my having a falſe Covering to my. Body might 
be known to none but himſelf, at leaſt, as long 
as my preſent Cloathing ſhould laſt; for, as to 
what the Sorrel Nag, his Valet, had obſerved, 

his Honour might command him to conceal it. 

All this my Maſter very graciouſly conſented to, 
and thus the Secret was kept till my Cloaths be- 
gan to wear out, which I was forced to ſupply by 
ſeveral Contrivances, that ſhall hereafter be men- 
tioned. In the mean Time, he deſired I would 
go on with my utmoſt Diligence to learn their Lan- 
guage, becauſe he was more aſtoniſned at my Ca- 
pacity for Speech and Reaſon, than at the Figure 
of my Body, whether it were covered or no; ad- 
cing, that he waited. with ſome Impatience 
2 ear the Wonders which I promiſed to tell 


From thenceforward he doubled the Pains he 
had been at to inſtruct me; he brought me into 
all Company, and made them treat me with Ci- 
vility, becauſe, as he told them privately, this 
would put me into good Humour, and make me 
nei e 2 tus.” N 
, Every Day, when I waited on him, beſide 
the Trouble he was at in Teaching, he would 
ask me ſeveral Queſtions concerning myſelf, which 
I anſwered as well as I could; and by theſe Means, 


he had already received ſome general Ideas, though 


rery imperſect. It would be tedious to relate the 
ſeve· 


274 IVO YA 


ſeveral Steps, bye J advanced to a more re- 
lar Converſation: But the firſt Account I 


of myſelf in any Order and Length, was to this 


P 
already had attempted to tell him, with about 
fifty more of my own Species; that we travelled 

the 8 in a great hollow Veſfel made of 
Wood, an larger than his Honour's Houſe, I 
describe e the beſt Terms ET 
could, and explained, by the Help of my Hand- 
kerchief diſplayed, how it was driven forward 
by the Wind. That, upon a Quarrel among us, 
F was ſet on Shore on this Coaſt, where F walked 
forward, without knowing whither, till he deli- 
vered me from the Perſecution of thoſe execrable 
Fahoos. He asked me, who made the Ship, and 
how it was poflible that the 2 
Country would leave it to the ent of 
Brutes ? My Anſwer was, That'T durſi proceed 
no farther in my Relation, anleſs he would give me 
his Word and Honour that he would not be 
offended, and then I would tell him the Wonders 
1 had ſo often promifed. He agreed, and I went 
on, by aſſuring him, that the Ship was made by 
Creatures like myſelf, who in all the Countries 
T had travelled, as well as in my own, were the 
only governing, rational Animals; and that, up- 
on my Arrival hither, T was as much aſtoniſhed 

to ſee the Houybnhnms act like rational Beings, as 
he, or his Friends, could be, in finding ſome 
Marks of Reafon in a Creature he was pleaſed to 
call a Tabs; to which I owned my Reſemblance 
in every Part, but could not account for their 
degenerate and brutal Nature. T faid farther, 
that if good Fortune ever reſtored me to my 
| native 
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native ee to relate my Travels hither, as 
I reſolved to do, every Body would believe that I 
aid the Thing which wvas not; that I invented the 
Story out of my own Head; and, with all poſſible 
Reſpect to himſelf, his Family, and Friends, and 
under his Promiſe of not being offended, our 
Conntrymen would hardly think it probable, that 
a Houybnbum ſhould be the prefiding Creature of a 
Nation, and a Talos the Brute. 


| r 
The Houyhnhnms Notion of Truth and Falſ- 
hood. The Author's Diſcourſe diſapproved by 
bis Mafter. The Author gives a more parti- 
' cular Account of himſelf, and the Accidents 
of his Iayage. 1 
V Maſter heard me with great Appearan- 
11 ces of Uneaſineſs in his Countenance ; be- 
cauſe Doubting, or not Believing, are ſo little known 
in this Country, that the Inhabitants cannot tell 
how to behave themſelves under ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces. And I remember, in frequent Diſcourſes 
with my Maſter, concerning the Nature of Man- 
hood, in other Parts of the World, having Occa- 
fion to talk of Lying, and falſe Repreſentation, it 
was with much Difficulty that he comprehended 
what I meant; although he had otherwiſe a moſt 
acute Judgment. For he argued thus : That the 
Uſe of Speech was to make us underſtand one ano- 
ther, and to receive Information of Facts; now, 
if any one ſaid the Thing that was not, theſe Ends 
were defeated z becauſe I cannot properly be ſaid 
to underſtand him; and I am fo far from receiving 
Information, that he leaves me worſe than in Ic - 
; 1 norance, 
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with much Kindneſs and Care, 
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norance, for I am led to believe a Thing Black 
when it is White, and Short when it is Long. And 
theſe were all the Notions he had concerning that 


Faculty of Lying, ſo perfectly well underſtood, 


and ſo univerſally practiſed, among human Crea- 
tures. 1 ; | 

- To return from this Digreſſion; when I aſſert- 
ed that the 7ahoos were the only governing Ani- 
mals in my Country, which, my Maſter ſaid, was 
altogether paſt his Conception, he deſired to 
know, whether we had Homyhnhnms among us, 
and what was their Employment : I told him, we 
had great Numbers; that in Summer they g 

in the Fields, and in Winter were kept in Houſes, 
with Hay and Oats, where Yahoo-Servants were 
employed to rub their Skins ſmooth, comb their 


Manes, pick their Feet, ſerve them with Food, 


and make their Beds. I underſtand you well, ſaid 
my Maſter; it is now very plain, from all you 
have ſpoken, that, whatever Share of Reaſon the 
Tahbeos pretend to, the Houyhnhnms are your Maſ- 
ters ; I heartily wiſh our Taboos would be fo tract- 
able. I begged his Honour would pleaſe to ex- 
cuſe me from proceeding any farther, | becauſe I 
was very certain, that the Account he expected 
from me would be highly diſpleaſing. But he 
inſiſted in. commanding me to let him know the 


beſt and the worſt : 1 told him, he ſhould be o- 


beyed. I owned, that the Houwyhnhnmsamong us, 
whom we called Horſes, were the moſt generous 
and comely Animal we had ; that they excelled 
in Strength and Swiftneſs ; and when they belong- 
ed to Perſons of Quality, employed in Travelling, 
Racing, or drawing Chariots, _ were treated 
till they fell into 

Diſeaſes, or became foundered in the Feet; but 
| ; | : then 
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then they were ſold, and uſed to all Kind of 
Drudgery, till they died; after which their Skins 
were ſtripped, and ſold for what they were worth, 
and their Bodies left to be devoured by Dogs and 
Birds of Prey. But the common Race of Horſes 
had not ſo good Fortune, being kept by Farmers 
and Carriers, and other mean People, who put 
them to greater Labour, and fed them worſe. 1 
deſcribed, as well as I could, our Way of Riding ; 
the Shape and Uſe of a Bridle, a Saddle, a Spur, 
and a Whip; of Harneſs and Wheels. I added, 
that we faſtened Plates of a certain hard Subſtance, 
called ron, at the Bottom of their Feet, to pre- 
ſerve their Hoofs from being broken by the ſtony 
Ways on which we often travelled. = 
My Maſter, after ſome Expreſſions of great In- 
dignation, wondered how we dared to venture up- 
on a Houyhnhnm's Back; for he was ſure, that the 
weakeſt Servant in his Houſe would be able to 
| ſhake off the ſtrongeſt Tah; or by lying down, 
and rolling on his Back, ſqueeſe the Brute to 
Death. I anſwered, That our Horſes were trained 
up, from three or four Years old, to the ſeveral 
| Uſes we intended them for; That, if any of them 
roved intolerably vicious, they were employed 
or Carriages ; that they were ſeverely beaten, 
while they were young, for any miſchievous 
Tricks: That the Males, deſigned for common 
Uſe of Riding or Draught, were generall cal: 
ted about two Years after their Birth, to take down 
their Spirits, and make them more tame and gen- 
tle ; that they were, indeed, ſenſible of Rewards 
and Puniſhments ; but his Honour would pleaſe 
to confider, that they had not the leaſt Tincture 
of Reaſon, any more than the Taboos in this 
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It put me to the Pains of many Circumlocuti- 
ons to give my Maſter a right Idea of what I 
ſpoke; for their Language doth not abound in 
| — of Words, becauſe their Wants and Paſ- 
ſions are fewer than among us. But it is impoſſi- 
ble to repreſent his noble Reſentment at our ſa- 
vage Treatment of the Hauyn hum Race; particu- 
larly after J had explained the Manner and Uſe of 
Cafirating Horſes among us, to hinder them from 
propagating their Kind, and to render them more 
ſervile. He ſaid, if it were poſſible there could 
be any Country where Y7ahoos alone were endued 
with Reaſon, they certainly muſt be the govern- 
ing Animal; becauſe Reaſon will in Time always 
prevail againſt brutal Strength. But, conſiderin 
the Frame of our Bodies, and eſpecially of mine, 
he thought no Creature of equal Bulk was ſo ill 
contrived, ſor employing that Reaſon in the com- 
mon Offices of Life; whereupon, he deſired to 
know, whether thoſe, among whom I lived, re- 
ſembled me, or the 7ahces of his Country. I aſ- 
ſured him, that I was as well ſhaped as moſt of 
my Age: But the Younger, and the Females, 
were much more ſoft and tender, and the Skins of 
the latter, generally as white as Milk. He ſaid, 
1 differed, indeed, from other Tahoos, being much 
more cleanly, and not altogether ſo deformed ; 
but, in Point of real Advantage, he thought I dif- 
ſered for the worſe. That my Nails were of no 
Uie, either to my Fore or Hinder-feet ; as to my 
Fore ſeet, he could not properly call them by that 
Name, for he never obſerved me to walk upon 
them ; that they were too ſoft to bear the 
Ground ; that I generally went with them un- 
covered, neither was the Covering, I ſometimes 
were on them, of the ſame Shape, or ſo ſtrong 


as 
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as that on my Feet behind. That I could not 
walk with any Security, for, if either of my Hin- 
der- ſeet flipped, I muſt inevitably fall. He 
then began to find Fault with other Parts of 
my Body; the Flatneſs of my Face, the Promi- 
nence of my Noſe, mine Eyes placed direQly in 
Front, ſo that I could not look on either Side, 
without turning my Head : That I was not able 
to feed myſelf, without lifting one of my Fore- 
feet to my Mouth : And therefore Nature had 
— thoſe Joints to anſwer that Neceſſity. He 
ew not what could be the Uſe of thoſe ſeveral 
Clefts and Diviſions in my Feet behind, that 
theſe were too ſoft to bear the Hardneſs and Sharp- 
neſs of Stones, without a Covering made from 
the Skin of ſome other Brute; that my whole 
Body wanted a Fence againſt Heat and Cold, 
which I was forced to put on and off every Day 
with Tediouſneſs and T'rouble. And laftly, that 
he obſerved every Animal in this Country natu- 
rally to abhor the Taboo, whom the Weaker a- 
voided, and the Stronger drove from them. So 
that, ſuppoſing us to have the Gift of Reaſon, he 
could not ſee how it were poſſible to cure that na- 
tural Antipathy which every Creature diſcovered 
againſt us ; nor conſequently, how we could tame 
and render them ſerviceable. However, he would 
{as he ſaid) debate the Matter no farther, becauſe 
he was more deſirous to know my own Story, the 
Country where I was born, and the ſeveral Acti- 
ons and Events of my Life before I came hither. 

I affured him, how extremely defirous I was, 
that he ſhould be ſatisfied in every Point; but I 
doubted much, whether it would be poſſible for 
me to explain myſelf on ſeveral Subjects, where- 
of his Honour could have no Conception, becauſe 
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I ſaw nothing in his Country, to which I could 
reſemble them. That, however, I would do my 
beſt, and ſtrive to expreſs myſelf by Similitudes, 
humbly defiring his Aſſiſtance, when I wanted 
proper Words ; which he was pleaſed to promiſe 


I ſaid, my Birth was of honeſt Parents, in an 
Iſland called England, which was remote from 
this Country, as many Days Journey as the ſtrong- 
eſt of his Honour's Servants could travel in the an- 
nual Courſe of the Sun. 'That I was bred a Surgeon, 
whoſe Trade it is to cure Wounds and Hurts in 
the Bedy, got by Accident or Violence; that my 
Country was governed by a Female Man, called 
a Queen. That I left it to get Riches, whereby 
I might maintain myſelf and Family when I 
ſhould return. That, in my laſt Voyage, I was 
Commander of the Ship, and had about fifty Ta- 
Boos under me, many of which died at Sea, and I 
was forced to ſupply them by others, picked out 
from ſeveral Nations. That our Ship was twice in 
danger of being ſunk ; the firſt Time by a great 
Storm, and the ſecond, by ſtriking againſt a Rock. 
Here my Maſter interpoſed, by asking me, How 
I could perſuade Strangers out of different Coun- 
tries to venture with me, after the Loſſes I had 
ſuſtained, and the Hazards I had run. I faid, 
they were Fellows of deſperate Fortunes, forced 

to fly from the Places cf their Birth, on Account 
of their Poverty or their Crimes. Some were un- 
done by Law-ſuits ; other ſpent all they had in 
Drinking, Whoring, and Gaming ; others fled 
for Treaſon; many for Murder, Theft, Poyſon- 
ing, Rebbery, Perjury, Forgery, coining falſe 
Money, for committing Rapes or Sodomy ; for 
flying from their Colours, or deſerting to on 
| | ne- 
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Enemy, and moſt of them had broken Priſon; 
none of theſe durſt return to their native Countries 
far fear of being hanged, or of ſtarving in a Jail ; 
and, therefore, were under a Neceſſity of ſeeking 
a Livelihood in other Places. | 

During this Diſcourſe, my Maſter was pleaſ- 
ed to interrupt me ſeveral Times ; I had made 
Uſe of many Circumlocutions, in deſcribin 
to him the Nature of ſeveral Crimes, fer which 
moſt of our Crew had been forced to fly their Coun- 
try. This Labour took up ſeveral Days Conver- 
ſation, before he was able to comprehend me. He 
was wholly at a Loſs to know what could be the 
Uſe or Neceſſity of practiſing thoſe Vices. To 
Clear up which, I endeavoured to give him ſome 
Ideas of the Defire of Power and Riches ; of the 
terrible Effects of Luſt, Intemperance, Malice, 
and Envy. All this I was forced to define and 
deſcribe, by putting Caſes, and making Suppoſi- 
tions. After which, like one whoſe Imagination 
was ſtruck with ſomething never ſeen or heard of 
before, he would lift up his Eyes with Amazement 
and Indignation. Power, Government, War, 
Law, Puniſhment, and a thouſand other Things 
had no Terms, wherein that Language could ex- 
preſs them; which made the Difliculty almoſt in- 
ſuperable to give my Maſter any Conception of 
what I meant. But being of an excellent Under- 
ſtanding, much improved by Contemplation and 
Converſe, he at lait arrived at a competent Know- 
ledge of what Human Nature, in our Parts of the 
World, is capable to perform, and defired I would 
give him ſome particular Account of that Land, 


which we call Europe, but eſpecially of my own 
Country. ; | 
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CHAP. Te 


The Author, at bus Maſter”s Commune mforms 


him of the State of England, The Canfes of of 
of War among the Princes Euro 
Author begins to explain the Engliſh 
tution. 


H E Reader may vleaſe to ee, that 
the following Extract of many Converſati - 
ons I had with my Maſter, contains a Summary 
of the moſt material Points, which were diſcourſed 
at ſeveral Times, for above two Years ; his Ho- 
nour often deſiring fuller Satisfaction, as I far- 
ther improved in the Howyhnbxrm Tongue. I laid 
before him, as well as I could, the whole State 
of Europe; I diſcourſed of Trade and Manufac- 
tures, of Arts and Sciences; and the Anſwers I 


gave to all the Queſtions he made, as they aroſe 


upon ſeveral Subjects, were a F und of — 
tion, not to be exhauſted. But I ſhall here only 
ſet down the Subſtance of what paſſed between us 
concerning my own Country, eing it into Or- 
der as well as I can, without any Regard to Time, 
or other Circumſtances, while I ſtrictly adhere to 
Truth. My only Concern is, that I ſhall hardly 
be able to do Juſtice to my Maſter's Arguments 
and Expreſſions, which muſt needs ſuffer, by my 
Want of Capacity, as well as by a Tranſlation - 
into our barbarous Egli. 

In Obedience, therefore, to his onda? s Com- 
mands, I related to him the Revolution under the 
Prince of Orange ; the long War with France en- 
tered into by the ſaid Prince, and renewed by his 
Succeſſor the preſent Queen, wherein the greateſt 
Powers of — were engaged, and 8 
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ſill continued : I computed, at his Requeſt, that 
about a Million of Nh might have been killed 
in the whole Progreſs of it; and, perhaps, a hun- 
dred or more Cities taken, and five Times as ma- 
ny Ships burnt or ſunk. FE” 
He asked me what were the uſual Cauſes or - 
| Motives that made one Country go to War with 
another. I anſwered they were innumerable ; 
but I ſhould only mention a few of the chief. 
Sometimes the Ambition of Princes, who never 
think they have Land or People enough to govern ; 
Sometimes the Corruption of Miniſters, who en- 
ge their Maſter in a War, in order to ſtifle or 
divert the Clamour of the Subjects againſt their 
evil Adminiſtration. Difference in Opinions hath 
coſt many Millions of Lives: For Inſtance, whe- 
ther Fleſb be Bread, or Bread be Fleſb; whether 
the Juice of a certain Berry be Blood or Vine; 
whether Vhiſtling be a Vice or Virtue ; whether 
it be better to&;/5 Poſt, or throw it into the Fire; 
what is the beſt Colour for a Coat, whether 
Black, White, Red, or Grey; and whether it 
ſhould be long or ſhort, narrow or wide, dirty or 
clean, with many more. Neither are any Wars 
ſo furious and bloody, or of ſo long Continuance, 
as thoſe occaſioned by Difference in Opinion, eſ- 
pecially if it be in Things indifferent. | 
Sometimes the Quarrel between two Princes is 
to decide, which of them ſhall diſpoſſeſs a third of 
his Dominions, where neither of them pretend 
to any Right. Sometimes one Prince quarrelleth 
with another, for fear the other ſhould quarrel 
with him. Sometimes a War is entered upon, 
becauſe the Enemy is too frong ; and ſometimes, 
becauſe he is too 2veak, Sometimes our Neigh- 
bours want the Things which we have, or Have 
| | the 


284 4 Vo Y AGE 


the Things which we want ; and we both fight, 
till they take ours, or give us theirs. It is a ve- 
ry juſtiſiable Cauſe of a War, to invade a Coun- 
try, after the People have been waſted by Famine, 
deſtroyed by Peſtilence, or embroiled by Factions 
among themſelves. It is juſtifiable to enter into 
War againſt our neareſt Ally, when one of his 
Towns lies convenient for us, or a Territory of 
Land, that would render our Dominions round 
and compleat. If a Prince ſends Forces into a 
Nation, where the People are poor and ignorant, 
he may lawfully put half of them to Death, and 
make Slaves of the reſt, in order to civilize and 
reduce them from their barbarous Way of Living. 
It is a very kingly, honourable, and frequent 
Practice, when one Prince deſires the Aſſiſtance of 
another to ſecure him againſt an Invaſion, that 
the Aſſiſtant, when he hath driven out the Inva- 
der, ſhould ſeize on the Dominions himſelf, and 
kill, impriſon, or baniſh the Prince he came to 
_ relieve. Alliance by Blood, or Marriage, is a 
frequent Cauſe of War between Princes ; and the 
nearer the Kindred is, the greater is their Diſpo- 
fition to quarrel: Poor Nations are hungry, and 
rich Nations are proud; and Pride and Hunger 
will ever be at Variance. For theſe Reaſons, the 
Trade of a Soldier is held the moſt honourable 
of all others: Becauſe a Soldier is a Yahoo hired 
to kill in cold Blood as many of his own Species, 
who had never offended him, as poſſibly he can. 
There is, likewiſe, a Kind of — Princes 
in Eurate, not able to make War by themſelves, 
who hire out their Troops to richer Nations, for 
ſo much a Day to each Man; of which they 


keep Three-fourths to themſelves, and it is wo 
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beſt Part of their Maintenance; ſuch are thoſe in 
many Northern Parts of Europe. 5 
What you have told me (ſaid my Maſter) upon 
the Subject of War, does, indeed, diſcover moſt 
admirably the Effects of that Reaſon you pretend 
to: However, it is happy that the Shame is great- 
er than the Danger; and that Nature hath left 
you utterly —_— of doing much Miſchief. 
For, your Mouths lying flat with your Faces, 
you can hardly bite each other to any Purpoſe, un- 
leſs by Conſent. Then as to the Claws upon your 
Feet before and behind, they are ſo ſhort and ten- 
der, that one of our Taboo, would drive a Dozen 
of yours before him. And, therefore, in recount- 
ing the Numbers of thoſe who have been killed in 
Battle, I cannot but think that you have /aid the 
Thing which is not. | Vogt. congs 
. I could not forbear ſhaking my' Head, and 
ſmiling a little at his Ignorance. And, being no 
Stranger to the Art of War, I gave him a De- 
ſcription of Cannons, Culverins, Muskets, Cara- 
bines, Piſtols, Bullets, Powder, Swords, Bayo- 
nets, Battles, Sieges, Retreats, Attacks, Under- 
mines, Countermines, Bombardments, Sea-fights ; 
_—_ ſunk with a thouſand Men ; twenty-thou- 
ſand killed on each Side; dying Groans, Limbs 
flying in the Air; Smoke, Noiſe, Confuſion, 
Trampling to Death under Horſes Feet; Flight, 
Purſuit, Victory; Fields ſtrewed with Carcaſes, 
left for Food to Dogs and Wolves, and Birds of 
Prey; Plundering, Stripping, Raviſhing, Burn- 
ing and Deftroying. And, to ſet forth the Valour 
of my own dear Countrymen, I affured him, 
that I had ſeen them blow up a hundred Enemies 
at once in a Siege, and as many in a Ship; and 
beheld the dead Bodies come down in Pieces from 
5 | the 
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the Clouds, to the great Diverſion of the Spec · 
tators. a: $4 I; 

I was going on to more Particulars, when my 
Maſter commanded me Silence. He ſaid, Who- 
ever underſtood the Nature of Yaboos, might ea- 
fily believe it poſſible for ſo vile an Animal, to 
be capable of every Action I had named, if their 
Strength and Cunning equalled their Malice. But 
as my Diſcourſe had increaſed his Abhorrence of 
the whole Species, ſo he found it gave him a 
Diſturbance . Mind, to which he was whol- 
ly a Stranger” e. He thought his Ears, being 
uſed to ſuch abominable — might, by Des 
grees, admit them with leſs Deteſtation. That 


although he hated the 7ahecos of this Country, yet 


he no more blamed them for their odious Quali- 
ties, than he did a Grnayh (a Bird of Prey) for 
its Cruelty,” or a ſharp Stone for cutting his Hoof. 
But when a Creature, pretending to Reaſon, 
could be capable of ſuch Enormities, he dreaded, 
leſt the Corruption of that Faculty might be worſe 
than Brutality itſelf. He ſeemed therefore con- 
fident, that, inſtead of Reaſon, we were only 
poſſeſſed of ſome Quality fitted to increaſe our 
natural Vices ; as the Reflection from a troubled - 

Stream returns the Image of an ill-ſhapen Body, 
not only larper, but more diftorted. | | 
He added, that he had heard too much upon 
the Subject of War, both in this, and ſome for- 
mer Diſcourſes. There was another Point which 
a little perplexed him at preſent. I had inform- 
ed him, that ſome of cur Crew left their Country 
on Account of being ruined by Law; that I had 
already explained the Meaning of the Word; but 
he was at a Loſs how it ſhould come to paſs, that 
the Law, which was intended for every _ 
Preſer- 
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Preſervation, ſhould be any Man's Ruin. There- 
fore he defired to be farther fatisfied what I meant 


by Law, and the Diſpenſers thereof, according to 


the preſent Practice in my own Country ; becauſe 
he thought Nature and Reaſon were ſufficient 
Guides for a reaſonable Animal, as we pretended 
to be, in ſhewing us what we ought to do, and 
what to avoid. 155 | 
I affored his Honour, that Law was a Science 
in which I had not much converſed, further than 
by employing Advocates in vain, upon ſome In- 


juſtices that had been done me; however, I would 


give him all the Satisfaction I was able. 


I -ſaid, there was a Society of Men among us, 


bred up from their Youth in the Art of proving 
by Words maltiplied for the Purpoſe, that I Hhite 
is Black, and Black is White, according as 
they are paid. To this Society all the reſt of 
the People are Slaves. For Example, if my 
Neighbour hath a Mind to my Cow, he hires a 
Lawyer to prove that he ought to have my Cw 
from me. I muſt then hire another to defend my 
Right, it being againſt all Rules of Zazv, that any 
Man ſhould allowed to ſpeak for himſelf, 
Now, in this Caſe, I, who am the right Owner, 
lie under two Diſadvantages ; Firſt, my Lawyer, 
being practiſed almoſt from his Cradle in defend- 


he would be an Advocate for Juſtice, which is an 
Office unnatural, he always attempts with great 
Awkwardneſs, if not with ill Will. The Second 


Diſadvantage is, that my Lawyer muſt proceed 


with great Caution, or elſe he will be reprimand- 


ed by the Fudges, and abhorred by his Brethren, 


as one that would leſſen the Practice of the Lato. 


And therefore I have but two Methods to preſerve 
my 


ing Falſhood, is quite out of his Element, when 
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my Cw. The firſt is to gain over my Adver- 
fary's Lawyer with a double Fee; who will then 
betray his Client, by infinuating, that he hath 
Jallice on his Side. The . Way is for my 
Lawyer to make my Cauſe appear as unjuſt as he 
can, by allowing the Cow to belong to my Ad- 
verſary ; and this, if it be skilfully done, will 
certainly beſpeak the Favour of the Bench. Now, 
your Honour is to know that theſe Judges are 
Perſons appointed to decide all Controverſies of 
Property, as well as for the Tryal of Criminals, 
and picked out from the moſt dexterous Lawyers 
who are grown old or lazy, and having been byaſ- 
ſed all their Lives againſt Truth and Equity, are 
under ſuch a fatal Neceſſity of favouring Fraud, 
| Perjury, and Oppreſſion, that I have known ſe - 
veral of them refuſe a large Bribe from the Side 
where Juſtice lay, rather than injure the Faculty 
by doing any Ihing unbecoming their Nature or 
their Office. te. 
It is a Maxim among theſe Lawyers, that 
whatever hath been done before, may legally be 
done again: And therefore they take ſpecial Care 
to record all the Deciſions formerly made againſt 
common Juſtice, and the general Reaſon of Man- 
kind. Theſe, under the Name of Precedents, they 
produce as Authorities, to juſtify the moſt iniqui- 
tous Opinions, and the Judges never fail of di- 
recting accordingly. | 
In Pleading, they ſtudiouſly avoid entering into 
the Merit, of the Cauſe 3 but are loud, violent, 
and tedious, in dwelling upon all Circumſtances 
which are not to the Purpole. For Inſtance, in 
the Cafe already mentioned: They never deſire 
to know what Claim or Title my Adverſary hath 
to my Co; but whether the ſaid Cow were red 
| = or 
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or black; her Horns long or ſhort; whether the 
Field I graze her in be round or ſquare; whether 
ſhe was milked at Home or Abroad; what Diſ- 
eaſes ſhe is ſubje& to, and the like ; after which 
they conſult Precedents, adjourn the Cauſe, from 
Time to Time, and, in ten, twenty, or thirty 
Years, coine to an Ifſue. ©. 1 . 
It is likewiſe to be obſerved, that this Society 
hath a peculiar Cant and Jargon of their own, 
that no other Mortal can underſtand, and wherein 


all their Laws are written, which they take ſpe- 


cial Care to multiply ; whereby they have whol- 
ly confounded the very Eſſence of Truth and Falſ- 
hood, of Right and Wrong; ſo that it will take 
thirty Years to decide whether the Field, left me 
by my Anceſtors for fix Generations, belongs to 
me or to a Stranger three hundred Miles off. 

In the Tryal of Perſons accuſed for Crimes a- 
gainſt the State, the Method is much more ſhort 
and commendable: The Judge firſt ſends to ſound 
the Diſpoſition of thoſe in Power, after which he 
can eaſily hang or ſave a Criminal, ſtrictly pre- 
ſerving all due Forms of Law. g 

Here my Maſter interpoſing, ſaid it was a Pi- 
ty, that Creatures endowed with ſuch prodigious 
Abilities of Mind, as theſe Lawyers, by the De- 
ſcription I gave of them, muſt certainly be, were 

not rather encouraged to be Inſtructors of others in 
Wiſdom and Knowledge. In Anſwer to which, 
I aſſured his Honour, that, in all Points out of 
their own Trade, they were uſually the moſt ig- 
norant and ſtupid Generation among us, the moit 
deſpicable in common Converſation, avowed E- 
nemies to all Knowledge and Learning, and 
equally diſpoſed to pervert the general Reaſon of 

. . Mankind 
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Mankind in every other Subject of Diſcourſe, as 
in that of their own Proſeſſion. | 


CHAP. VI. 

A Continuation of the State of England. The 
Character of a Firſt or Chief Miniſter of 
State in European Courts. | 


M'. Maſter was yet wholly at a Loſs to under- 
11 ftand what Motives could incite this Race 
of Lawyers to perplex, diſquiet, and weary them- 
ſelves, and engage in a Confederacy of Injaſtice, 
meerly for the Sake of injuring their Fellow-ani- 
mals; neither could he comprehend what I meant 
in ſaying, they did it for Hire. Whereupon 1 
was at much Pains. to deſcribe to him the Uſe of 
Money, the Materials it was made of, and the Va- 
lue of the Metals; that, when a Yahoo had got a 
great Store of this precious Subſtance, he was able 
to purchaſe whatever he had a Mind to, the fineſt 
Cloathing, the nobleſt Houſes, great Tracts of 
Land, the moſt coſtly Meats and Drinks ; and 
have his Choice of the moſt beautiful Females. 
Therefore, fince Maney alone was able to per- 
form all theſe Feats, our Tahoos thought, they 
could never have enough of it to ſpend, or to ſave, 
as they found themſelves inclined, from their na- 
tural Bent either to Profuſion or Avarice. That 
the rich Man enjoyed the Fruit of the poor Man's 
Labour, and the latter were a thouſand to one in 
Proportion to the former, That the Bulk of our 
People were forced to live miſerably, by labour- 
ing every Day for ſmall Wages, to make a few 


live 
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live plentifully. I enlarged myſelf much on theſe, 
and many other Particulars, to the ſame Purpoſe : 
But his Honour was till to ſeek : For he went 
upon a Suppoſition, that all Animals had a Title 
to their Share in the Productions of the Earth; 
and eſpecially thoſe who preſided over the reſt. 
Therefore he deſited I would let him know, what 
theſe coſtly Meats were, and how any of us hap- 


pened to want them. Whereupon I enumerated 


as many Sorts as came into my Head, with the va- 
rious Methods of Dreſſing them, which could not 
de done, without ſending Veſſels by Sea to every 
Part of the World, as well for Liquors to driok, 


as for Sauces, and innumerable other Convenien- 


cies. I aſſured him, that this whole Globe of 
Earth muſt be at leaſt three Times gone round, 
before one of our better Female Yahoos could get 
her Breakfaſt, or a Cup to put it in. He ſaid, 
that muſt, needs be a miſerable Country, which 
cannot furniſh Food for its own Inhabitants. But 
what he chiefly wondered at, was how ſuch vaſt 
Tracts of Ground. as I deſcribed, ſhould be whol- 
| 1y wichout freſb Water, and the People put to the 
Neceflity of ſending over the Sea for Drink. I 


replied, that England (the dear Place of my Na- | 


tivity) was computed to produce three Times the 
59 of Food, more than its Inhabitants are 
able to conſume, as well as Liquors extracted from 
Grain, or preſſed out of the Fruit of certain Trees, 
Which made excellent Drink; and the ſame Pro- 
portion in every other Convenience of Life. But 

in order to feed the Luxury and Intemperance of 

the Males, and the Vanity of the Females, we 
ſent away the greateſt Part of our neceſſary Things 
to other Countries, from whence, in Return, we 


brought the Materials of Diſeaſes, Folly, and 


91 Vice, 
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Vice, to ſpend among ourſelves. Hence it follows 
of Neceſſity, that vait Numbers of our People are 
compelled to ſeek their Livelihood by Begging, 
Robbing, Stealing, Cheating, Pimping, Fortwear- 
ing, Flattering, Suborning, Forſwearing, Forg- 

ing, Gaming, Lying, ew yr" Hectoring, Vot- 
ing, Scribling, Star-gazing, Poyſoning, Whor- 
ing, Canting, Libelling, Free-thinking, and the 
like Occupations: Every one of which Terms I 
was at much Pains to make him underſtand. 

That Wine was not imported among us from fo- 
reign Countries, to ſupply the Want of Water, or 
other Drinks, but becauſe it was a Sort of Li- 
quid which made us merry, by putting us out of 
our Senſes; diverted all melancholy Thoughts, 
begat wild extravagant Imaginations in the Brain, 
raiſed our Hopes, and bamiſhed our Fears ; ſuſ- 
pended every Office of Reaſon for a Time, and 
depggived us of the Uſe of our Limbs, till we fell 
into a profound Sleep; although it muſt be con- 
ſeſſed, that we always awaked fick and diſpirited; 
and that the Uſe of this Liquor filled us with 
Diſeaſes, which made our Lives uncomfortable and 
ſhort. | Tt 

But, beſide all this, the Bulk of our People 
ſupported themſelves by furniſhing the Neceſſities 
or Conveniencies of Life to the Rich, and to each 
other. For Inſtance, when I am at Home, and 
dreſſed, as I ought to be, I carry on my Body 
the Workmanſhip of an hundred Tradeſmen ; 
the Building and Furniture of my Houſe employ 
as many more, and five Times the Number to a- 
dorn my Wife. 

I was going on to tell him of another Sort of 
People, who get their Livelihood by attending 
the Sick, having, upon ſome Occaſions, par 

is 
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his Honour, that many of my Crew had died of 
Diſeaſes. But here it was with the utmoſt Dif- 
ficulty, that I brought him to apprehend what I 
meant. He could eaſily conceive, that a Hauy- 


hnhnm grew weak and heavy a few Days before. 


his Death ; or, by ſome Accident, might hurt 
a Limb. But that Nature, who works all Things 


to Perfection, ſhould ſuffer any Pains to breed in 


our Bodies, he thought impoſſible, and deſired to 
know the Reaſon of ſo unaccountable an Evil. I 
told him, we fed on a thouſand Things, which 
operated contrary to each other; that we eat when 
we were not hungry, and drank without the Pro- 


vocation of Thirſt; that we ſat whole Nights 


drinking ſtrong Liquors without eating a Bit, 
which diſpoſed us to Sloth, enflamed our Bodies, 


and - precipitated or prevented Digeſtion. That 


proſtitute Female Yahoos acquired a certain Mala- 
dy, which bred Rottenneſs in the Bones of thoſe 
who fell into their Embraces ; that this, and ma- 
ny other Diſeaſes, were propagated from Father 
to Son ; ſo that great Numbers come into the 


World with complicated Maladies upon them; 


that it would be endleſs to give him a Catalogue 
of all Diſeaſes incident to human Bodies ; for 
they could not be fewer than five or fix hundred, 
ſpread over «every Limb, and Joynt; in ſhort, 
every Part, external and inteſtine, having Diſeaſes 
appropriated to each. To remedy which, there 
was a Sort of People bred up among us, in the 
Profeſſion, or Pretence, of curing the Sick. And, 
becauſe I had ſome Skill in the Faculty, I would, 
in Gratitude to his Honour, let him know the 
whole Myſtery and Method by which they pro- 


ceed, 
U3 Their 
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Their Fundamental is, that all Diſeaſes ariſe 
from Repletion ; from whence they conclude, that 
a great Evacuation of the Body is neceſſary, ei- 
ther through the natural Paſſage, or upwards at 
the Mouth. Their next Buſineſs is, from Herbs, Mi- 
nerals, Gums, Oyls, Shells, Salts, Juices, Sea-weed, 
Excrements, Barks of Trees, Serpents, Toads, 
Frogs, Spiders, dead Mens Fleſh and Bones, 
Birds, Beaſts, and Fiſhes, to form a Compoſition 
for Smell and Taſte the moſt abominable, nau- 
ſeous, and deteſtable, they can poſſibly contrive, 
which the Stomich immediately rejets with 
Loathing; and this they call a Yomit : Or elſe, 
from the ſame Store-houſe, with ſome other poy- 
ſonous Additions, they command us to take in at 
the Orifice above or be/oww (juſt as the Phyſician 
then happens to be diſpoſed) a Medicine equal. 
ly annoying and diſguſiful to the Bowels ; which 
relaxing the Belly, drives down all before it; and 
this they call a Purge, or a Chſter. For Nature 
(as the Phyſicians alledge) having intended the 
ſuperior anterior Orifice only for the Intromiſſtan 
of Solids and Liquids, and the inferior poſterior 
for Ejection; theſe Artiſts ingeniouſly conſidering 
that in all Difeaſes Nature 1s forced out of her 
Seat ; therefore, to replace her in it, the Body 
muſt be treated in a Manner directly contrary, by 
interchanging the Uſe of each Orifice ; forcing 
Solids and Liquids in at the Anus, and making 
Evacuations at the Mouth. 

But, beſides real Difeaſes, we are ſubject to 
many that are only imaginary, for which the 
Phyſicians have invented imaginary Cares ; theſe 
have their ſeveral Names, and ſo have the Drugs 
that are proper for them ; and with theſe our Fe- 
male Taboo, are always infeſted. 

| One 
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One great Excellency, in this Tribe, is their 
Skill at Prognoſticis, wherein they ſeldom fail ; 
their Predictions in real Diſeaſes, when they riſe 
to any Degree of Malignity, generally portend- 
ing Death, which is always in their Power, when 
Recovery 1s not: And therefore, upon any unex- 
peed Signs of Amendment, after they have pro- 
nounced their Sentence, rather than be accuſed as 
falſe Prophets, they know how to approve their 
Sagacity to the World, by a ſeaſonable Doſe. 

They are likewiſe of ſpecial Uſe to Huſbands 
and Wives, who are grown weary of their Mates ; 
to eldeſt Sons, to great Miniſters of State, and of- 
ten to Princes. 

I had formerly, upon Occaſion, diſcourſed with 
my Maſter upon the Nature of Government in ge- 
neral, and 223 of our own excellent Con- 
Hitution, deſervedly the Wonder and Envy of the 
whole World. But having here accidentally men- 
tioned a Miaiſter of State ; he commanded me, 
ſome Time after, to inform him, what Species of 
Yahoo 1 particularly meant by that Appella- 


I told him, that a Firſt or Chief Miniſter of 
State, who was the Perſon I intended to deſcribe, 
was a Creature wholly exempt from Joy and Grief, 
Love and Hatred, Pity and Anger; at leaſt, makes 
Uſe of no other Paſſions, but a violent Deſire of 
Wealth, Power, and Titles ; that he applies his 
Words to all Uſes, except to the Indication of 
his Mind ; that he never tells a Truth, but with 
an Intent that you ſhould take it for a He; nor 
a Lye, but with a Deſign that you ſhould take it 
for a Truth ; that thoſe he ſpeaks worſt of, behind 

their Backs, are in the ſureſt Way of Preferment ; 
U 4 and 
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and whenever he begins to praiſe you ta others, or 
to yourſelf, vou are from that Day forlorn. The 
worſt Mark you can receive is a Promiſe, eſpeci- 
ally whetz at is confirmed with an Oath ; after 
which, every wife Man retires, and gives over 
all Hopes. ä | 
- There are three Methods by which a Man may 
riſe to be Chief Miniſter : The firſt is, by know- 
ing how with Prudence to diſpoſe of a Wife, a 
Daughter, or a Siſter : The ſecond, by betraying. 
or undermining his Predeceſſor: And the third is, 
by a furious Leal in Public Aſſemblies againſt 
the Corruptions of the Court. But a wiſe Prince 
would rather chooſe to employ thoſe who prac- 
tiſe the laſt of theſe Methods ; becauſe ſuch Zea- 
lots prove always the moſt obſequious and ſubſer- 
vient to the Will and Paſſions of their Maſter. 
That theſe Miniſters, having all Employments at 
their Diſpoſal, preſerve themſelves in Power by 
bribing the Majority of a Senate or great Council ; 
and at laſt, by an Expedient, called an Ad of In- 
demnity (whereof I deſcribed the Nature to him) 
they ſecure themſelves from after Reckonings, 
_ and retire from the Public, laden with the Spoils 
of the Nation. 

The Palace of a Chief Minifter is a Semina- 
ry to breed up others in his own Trade: The 
Pages, Lacquies, and Porter, by imitating their 
Maſter, become Miniſters ef State in their ſeveral 
Diſtrifts, and learn to excel in the three prin- 
cipal Ingredients, of Infolence, Lying, and Bribe- 
ry. Accordingly, they have a Subaltern Court 

id to them by Perſons of the beſt Rank ; and 
ometimes, by the Force of Dexterity and Impu- 
dence, arrive, through ſeveral Gradations, to be 
| Succeſſors to their Lord. 1 


He 
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Fe is uſually governed by a decayed Wench, 
or favourite Footman, who are the Tunnels 
through which all Graces are conveyed, and may 
properly be called, in the /aft Reſort, the Gover- 
nors of the Kingdom. | | 

One Day in Diſcourſe, my Maſter, having 
heard me mention the Nobility of my Country, 
| was pleaſed to make me a Compliment, which I 
could not pretend to deſerve: That he was ſure, 
I muſt have been born of ſome noble Family, be- 
cauſe I far exceeded, in Shape, Colour, and Clean- 
lineſs, all the Taboos of his Nation, although I 
ſeemed to fail in Strength and Agility, which 
muſt be imputed to my different Way of Living 
from thoſe other Brutes; and beſides, I was not 
only endowed with the Faculty of Speech, but 
likewiſe with ſome Rudiments of Reaſon, to a 
Degree, that, with all his Acquaintance, I paſſed 
for a Prodigy. | 

He made me obſerve, that, among the Houy- 
hnhnms, the White, the Sorrel, and the Jron-grey, 
were not ſo exaQly ſhaped as the Bay, the Dap- 
ple- grey, and the Black ; nor born with equal Ta- 
lents of the Mind, or a Capacity to improve them; 
and therefore continued always in the Condition 
of Servants, without ever aſpiring to match out 
of their own Race, which, in that Country, would 
be reckoned monſtrous and unnatural. 

I made his Honour my moſt humble Acknow- 
ledgements for the good Opinion he was pleaſed 
to conceive of me ; but aſſured him, at the ſame 
Time, that my Birth was of the lower Sort, hav- 
ing been born of plain honeſt Parents, who were 
Jaſt able to give me a tolerable Education: That 
Nobility, among us, was altogether a different 
Thing from the Idea he had of it; that our 
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young Noblemen are bred from their Childhood 
in Idleneſs and Luxury; that, as ſoon as Years. 
will permit, they conſume their. Vigour, and con- 
tract cdious Difeaſes among lewd Females; and, 
when their Fortunes are almoſt ruined, they, mar- 
ry fome Woman of mean Birth, diſagreeable Per- 
ſon, and unſound Conſtitution, merely for the 
Sake of Money, whom they hate and deſpiſe. 
That the Productions of ſuch Marriages are gene- 
rally ſcrophulous, ricketty, or deformed. Chil- 
dren; by which Means, the Family ſeldom con- 
tivves above three Generations, unleſs. the Wife 
takes Care to provide a kealthy Father among her 
Neighbours or Domeſtics, in order to improve 
and continue the Breed. That a weak diſeaſed 
Body, a meager Countenance, and fallow Com- 
plexion are the true Marks of Ne Blood; 
and a healthy robuſt Appearance is fo diſgrace- 
ful in a Man of Quality, that the World con- 
cludes his real Father to have been a Groom, or 
a Coachman. The Imperfections of his Mind 
run parallel with thoſe of his Body, being a 
Compoſition of Spleen, Dulneſs, Ignorance, Ca- 
price, Senſuality, and Pride. | 
Without the Conſent of this illuſtrious Body, 
no Law can be made, repealed, or altered; and 
theſe bave the Decifions of all our Poſſeſſians, 
without Appeal. 


CHAT. 
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CHAP. VI 


The Author's great Love of his native Country. 
His Maſter's Obſervations upon the Conſtitu- 
tion and Adminiſtration of England, as de- 
ſeribed by the Author, with parallel Caſes and 

Compariſons. His Maſter's Obſervations up- 
on Human Nature. 


HE Reader may be diſpoſed to wonder 

how I could prevail on myſelf to give fo 
free a Repreſentation of my own Species, among 
a Race of Mortals, who are already too apt to con- 
ceive the vileſt Opinion of Human Kind, from 
that intire Congruity betwixt me and their 7ahoos. 
But I muſt freely confeſs, that the many Virtues 
of thoſe excellent 2uadrupeds, placed in oppoſite 
View to Human Corruptions, bad ſo far opened 
my Eyes, and enlarged my Underſtanding, that 
I began to view the Actions and Paſſions of Man 
in a very different Light; and to think the Ho- 
nour of my own Kind not worth managing ; 
which, beſides, it was impoſſible for me to - 
before a Perſon of ſo acute a Judgment as my 
Maſter, who daily convinced me of a thouſand 
Faults in myſelf, whereof I had not the leaſt Per- 
ceptiom before, and which, among us, would ne- 
ver be numbered, even among human Infirmities. 
I had likewiſe learned, from his Example, an ut- 
ter Deteſtation of all Falſhood or Diſguiſe ; and 
Truth appeared ſo amiable to me, that I deter- 
mined upon ſacrificing every Thing to it. 

Let me deal ſo candidly with the Reader, as to 
confeſs, that there was yet a much ſtronger Mo- 
tive for the Freedom I took in my Repreſentation 
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of Things. I had not been a Year in this Coun- 
try, before I contracted ſuch a Love and Venera- 
tion for the Inhabitants, that I entered on a firm 
Refolntion, never to return to Human Kind, but 
to paſs the reſt of my Life among theſe admirable 
Howyhebnms, in the Contemplation and Practice of 
every Virtue ; where I could have no Example or 
Incitement to Vice. But it was decreed by For- 
tune, my perpetual Enemy, that ſo great a Felici- 
ty ſhould not fall to my Share. However, it is 
now ſome Comfort to reflect, that, in what I faid 
of my Countrymen, I extenuated their Faults, as 
much as I durſt, before fo ſtrict an Examiner: 
and, upon every Article, gave as favourable a 
Turn as the Matter would bear. For, indeed, 
who is there alive, that would not be ſwayed 
by his Byaſs and Partiality to the Place of his 
Birth ? 4: | | | | 

I have related the Subſtance of ſeveral Conver- 
fations I had with my Maſter, during the greateſt 
Part of the Time I had the Honour to be in his 
Service; but have, indeed, for Brevity Sake, o- 
mitted much more than is here ſet down. 

When I had anſwered all his Queſtions, and 
his Curiolity ſeemed to be fully ſatisfied ; he ſent 
for me one Morning early, and commanding me 
to fit down at ſome Diſtance (an Honour which 
he had never before conferred upon me) he ſaid, 
ke had been very ſeriouſly conſidering my whole 
Story, as far as it related both to myſelf and my 
Country: That he looked upon us as a Sort of 
Animale, to whoſe Share, by what Accident he 
could not conjecture, ſome {mall Pittance of Reaſon 
had fallen, whereof we made no other Uſe, than, by 
its Aſſiſtance, to aggravate our natural Corrupti- 


ens, and to acquire new ones which Nature had 
not 
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not given us: That we diſarmed ourſelves of the 
few Abilities ſhe had beſtowed ; had heen very 
ſucceſsful in multiplying our original Wants, and 
ſeemed to ſpend our whole Lives in vain Endea- 
vours, to ſupply them by our own Inventions. 
That as to myſelf, it was manifeſt, I had neither 
the Strength or Agility of a common Y7ahzo; that 
T walked infirmly on my hinder Feet; had found 
out a Contrivance to make my Claws of no Uſe 
or Defence, and to remove the Hair from my 
Chin, which was intended as a Shelter from the 
Sun and the Weather. Laſtly, That I could nei- 
ther run with Speed, nor climb Trees like my 
Brethren (as he called them) the Yahoos in this 
Country. ek | 
That our Inſtitutions of Government and Law 
were plainly owing to our groſs Defects in Rea- 
ſon, and by Conſequence, in Virtue; becauſe 
Reaſon alone is ſufficient to govern a rational Crea- 
ture; which was therefore a Character we had 
No Pretence to challenge, even from the Account 
I had given of my own People; although he ma- 
nifeſtly perceived, that, in order to favour them, 
I had concealed many Particulars, and often /aid 
the Thing which was not. | 
He was the more confirmed in this Opinion, be- 
cauſe he obſerved, that as I agreed in every Fea- 
ture of my Body with other 7ahoos, except where 
it was to my real Diſadvantage, in Point of 
Strength, Speed, and Activity, the Shortneſs of 
my Claws, and ſome other Particulars, where 
Nature had no Part ; fo, from the Repreſentation 
I had given him of our Lives, our Manners, and 
our Actions, he found as near a Reſemblance in 
the Diſpoſition of our Minds. He ſaid, the J- 
Loos were known to hate one another, more _ 
they 
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they did any different Species of Animals; _ 
the — 5 uſually aſſigned, was, the Odiouſneſs 
of their own Shapes, which all could Tee in the 
reſt, but not in themſelves. He had therefore 
begun to think it not unwiſe in us to cover our 
Bodies, and, by that Invention, conceal many of 
our own Deformities from each other, which 
would elſe be hardly ſupportable. But he now 
found he had been miſtaken, and that the Diſſen- 
tions of thoſe Brutes, in his Country, were owir 
to the ſame Cauſe with ours, as I had deſcri 
them. For, if (ſaid he) you throw. among five 
Tabeos as much Food as — be ſufficient for 
fifty, they will, inſtead of eating peaceably, fall 
together by the Ears, each ſingle one impatient to 
have all to itſelf ; and therefore a Servant was 
uſually employed to. ſtand by, while they were 
Feeding Abroad, and thoſe, ept at Home, were 
tied at a Diſtance from each other; that if a Cow 
died of Age or Accident, before a Houybunhum 
could ſecure it for his own Yahoos, . thoſe in the 
"Neighbourhood would come in Herds to ſeize it, 
and then would enſue ſuch a Battle as I had de- 
ſcribed, with terrible Wounds made by their 
Claws on both Sides, although they ſeldom. were 
able to kill one another, for Want of ſuch con- 
venient Inſtruments of Death as we had invent- 
ed. At other Times, the like Battles have been 
fought between the Taboo, of ſeveral Neigh- 
bourhoods, without any viſible Cauſe : Thoſe of 
one Diſtrict watching all Opportunities to ſur- 
priſe the next, before they. are prepared. But, 
if they find their Project hath miſcarried, they 
return Home, and, for Want of Enemies, engage 
in what 1 call a Civil War among themſelves. 


That 
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That, in ſome Fields of his Country, there are 
certain ining Stones of ſeveral Colours, whereof 
the Taboas are violently fond; and when Part of 
*thefe Stones is fixed in the Earth, as it ſometimes 
happeneth, they will dig with their Claws for 
whole Days to get them out, then carry them a- 


Way, and hide them by Heaps in their Kennels; 


but till looking round with great Caution, for 
fear their Comrades ſhould find out their Treaſure. 
My Maſter ſaid, he could never diſcover the Rea- 
fon of this unnatural Appetite, or how theſe Stones 
could be of any Uſe to a Taboo; but now he be- 
lieved it might proceed from the ſame Principle 


of Avarice, which I had aſcribed to Mankind: 


That he had once, by Way of Experiment, pri- 
'vately removed a Heap of theſe Stones from the 
Place where one of his '72hoos had buried it: 
Whereupon, the ſordid Animal miſſing his Trea- 
ſure, by his loud Lamenting,. brought the whole 
Herd to the Place, there miſerably howled, then 
fell to biting and tearing the reſt; began to pine 
away, would neither eat, nor fleep, nor work, 
till he ordered a Servant privately to convey the 
Stones into the ſame Hole, and hide them as be- 
fore; which when his Taboo had found, he pre- 
ſently recovered his Spirits, and good Humour, 
but took Care to remove them to a- better Hiding- 
— and hath ever ſince been a very ſerviceable 
Brute. | 
My Mafter farther aſſured me, which I alſo ob- 
ſerved myſelf, that, in the Fields where the - 
ning Stones abound, the fierceſt and moſt frequent 
Battles are fought, occaſioned by perpetual Inroads 
of the neighbouring Yahoos. 
He ſaid, it was common, when two Naber 
diſcovered ſuch a Sone in a Field, and were con- 
| tend- 
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tending which of them ſhould be the Proprietor, 
a third would take the Advantage, and carry it 
away from them both; which my Maſter would 
needs contend to have ſome Kind of Reſemblance 
with our Suits at Law ; wherein I thought it for 
our Credit not to undeceive him; ſince the De- 
ciſion he mentioned was much more equitable 
than many Decrees among us: Becauſe the Plain- 
tiff and Defendant there loſt nothing beſide the 
Stone they contended for, whereas our Courts of 
Equity would never have diſmiſſed the Cauſe, 
while either of them had any Thing left. 

My Maſter, continuing his Diſcourſe, ſaid, 
There was nothing that rendered the Taboos more 
odious, than their undiſtinguiſhing Appetite to 
devour every Thing that came in their Way, 
whether Herbs, Roots, Berries, the corrupted Fleſh 
of Animals, or all mingled together: And it was 
peculiar in their Temper, that they were fonder 
of what they could get by Rapine or Stealth; at a 
greater Diſtance, than much better Food pro- 
vided for them at Home. If their Prey held out, 
they would eat till they were ready to burſt, after 
which, Nature had pointed out to them a certain 
Noot, that gave them a general Evacuation. 

There was alſo another Kind of Root very juicy, 
but ſomewhat rare and difficult to be found, which 
the Taboo fought for with much Eagerneſs, and 
would ſuck it with great Delight; it produced in 
them the ſame Effects that Wine hath upon us. I 
would make them ſometimes hug, and ſometimes 
tear one another; they would howl and grin, and 
chatter, and reel, and tumble, and then Fit aſleep 
in the Mud, | 6 

I did, indeed, obſerve, that the Yahoos were 
the only Animals in this Country ſubject to * 


I 
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Diſeaſes; which, however, were much fewer than 
Horſes have among us, and contracted not by any 
ill Treatment they meet with, but by the Naſtineſs, 
and Greedineſs of that ſordid Brute. Neither has 
their Language any more than a general Appella- 
tion for thoſe Maladies, which is borrowed from 
the Name of the Beaſt, and called Hnea- Yahoo or 
the Taboo. Evil, and the Cure preſcribed is a 
Mixture of their own Dung and Urine, forcibly 
put down the 72hoo's Throat. This I have ſince 
often known to have been taken with Succeſs, and 
do freely recommend it to my Countrymen, for 
the Public Good, as an admirable Specific againſt 

all Diſeaſes produced by Repletion. EE 
As to Learning, Government, Arts, Manu- 
factures, and the like, my Maſter confeſſed, he 
could find little or no Reſemblance between the 
YTahoos of that Country and thoſe in ours. For 
he only meant to obſerve what Parity there was 
in our Natures. He had heard, indeed, ſome cu- 
rious Houyhnhnms obſerve, that, in moſt Herds, 
there was a Sort of ruling Yahoo (as, among us, 
there is generally ſome leading or principal Stag 
in a Park) who was always more deformed in Bo- 
dy, and miſchievous in Di ſpoſition, than any of 
the reft. That this Leader had uſually a Favou- 
rite as lite himſelf as he could get, whoſe Em- 
ployment was to lic his Maſter's Feet and Poſte» 
riors, and drive the F.ma/e Yahoos to his Kennel; 
for which he was now and then rewarded with a 
Piece of Aſs's Fleſh. This Fawourite is hated by 
the whole Herd, and therefore, to protect himſelf, 
keeps always near the' Per ſon of his Leader. He 
uſually continues in Office till a worſe can be 
found ; but, the very Moment he is diſcarded, his 
Succeſſor at the Head of all the T7a/oos in that 
X Diſ— 
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Diſtrict, Young and Old, Male and Female, 
come in a Body, and diſcharge their Excrements 
upon him from Head to Foot. But how far this 
might be applicable to our Courts and Favourites, 
— Minifters of State, my Maſter ſaid I could 
beſt determine. 

I durſt make no Return to this malicious In- 
ſinuation, which debaſed human Underſtanding 
below the Sagacity of a common Mound, who has 
Judgment enough to diſtinguiſh and follow the 
Cry of the ab Dog in the Pack, without be- 
ing ever miſtaken. 

My Maſter told me, there were ſms Qualities 
e in the Naber, which he had not ob- 
ſerved me to mention, or at leaſt very ſlightly, in 
the Accounts I had given him of Human Kind ; 
he faid, thoſe Animals, like other Brutes, had 

their Females in common; but in this they differ- 
ed, that the She Tabeo would admit the Male, 

while ſhe was pregnant ; and that the Hees would 
quarrel and fight with the Females, as fiercely 
as with each other. Both which Practices were 
ſuch Degrees of infamous Brutality, that no other 
ſenſitive Creature ever arrived at. 

Another Thing he wondered at in the "7 wa 
was their ſtrange Diſpoſition to Naſtineſs and 
Dirt; whereas there appears to be a natural Love 
of Cleanlineſs in all other Animals. As to the 
two former Accufations, I was plad to let them 
paſs without any Reply, becauſe J had not a 
Word to offer upon them in Defence of my Spe- 
cies, which otherwiſe I certainly had done from 
my own Inclinations. But I could have eaſily 
vindicated Human Kind from the Imputation of 
Singularity upon the laſt Article, if there had 
been any Sins in that Country (as unluekily for 
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me there were not) which, although it may be a 
fſeueeter Quadruped than a Taboo, cannot, I hum- 
bly conceive in Juſtice, pretend to more Cleanli- 
neſs; and ſo his Honour himſelf muſt have own- 
ed, if he had ſeen their filthy 8 of Feeding, 
| _ II Cuſtom of wallowing and ſleeping in the 
ud. | | 
My Maſter likewiſe mentioned another Quality 
which his Servants had diſcovered in ſeveral Ja- 
Boot, and to him was wholly unaccountable. He 
faid, a Fancy would ſometimes take a Taboo, to re- 
tire into a Corner, tolie down, and howl and groan, 
and ſpurn away all. that came near him, although 
he were young and fat, wanted neither Food nor 
Water : Nor did the Servants imagine what could 
poſſibly ail him. And the only Remedy they 
found was, to ſet him to hard Work, after which 
he would infallibly come to himſelf, To this I 
was filent, out of Partiality to my own Kind ; yet 
here I could plainly diſcover the true Seeds of Sp/zen, 
which only ſeizeth on the Lazy, the Luxurious, 
and the Rich; who, if they were forced to un- 
dergo the ſame Regimen, I would undertake for 
the Cure. 17 7 | 
His Honour had farther obſerved, that a Fe- 
male Taboo would often ſtand behind a Bank or 
a Buſh, to gaze on the young Males paſling by, 
and then appear, and hide, uſing many antic 
Geſtures and Grimaces, at which Time, it was 
obſerved, that ſhe had a moſt ofenfive Smell; 
and, when any of the Males advanced, would ſlow- 
1y retire, looking often back, and, with a coun- 
terfeit Shew of Fear, run off into ſome conveni- 
ent Place, where ſhe knew the Male would fol- 


low her, | i . 
X 2 | At 


esel 
At other Times, if a Female Stranger came 
among them, three or four of her own Sex would 
get about her, and ſtare, and chatter, and grin, 
and ſmell her all over; and then turn off with 
Geſtures, that ſeemed to expreſs Contempt and 
Diſdain. | EYE | 
Perhaps my Maſter might refine a little in theſe 
Speculations, which he had drawn from what he 
obſerved himſelf, or had been told him by others: 
However, I could not reflect, without ſome A- 
mazement, and much Sorrow. that the Rudi- 
ments of Lesranes, Coguetry, Cen ſure, and Scan- 
dal, ſhould have Place, by Inſtinct, in Woman- 
| kind. Yo 
I expeRed, every Moment, that my Maſter 
would accuſe the 72/905 of thoſe unnatural Appe- 
tites in both Sexes, ſo common among us, But 
Nature, it ſeems, hath not been ſo expert a 
School-miſtreſs ; and theſe politer Pleaſures are 
intirely the Productions of Art and Reaſon, on 
our Side of the Globe. * | 


— 
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The Author relates ſeveral Particulars of the 
Vahoos. The great Virtues of the Houyhn- 
hnms. The Education and Exerciſe of their 
Youth, Their gentral Aſſembly. | 


NS I onght to have underſtood human Nature 
A much better than I ſuppoſed it poſſible for 
my Maſter to do, ſo it wis eaſy to apply the Cha- 
racter he gave of the 7ahoos to myſelf, and my 
Countrymen; and, I believed, I could yet make 
farther Diſcoveries from my own 9 
there 
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I therefore often begged his Favour to let me go 
among the Herds of Taboo in the Neighbourhood, 
to which he always very graeiouſly conſented, 
being perfectly convinced, that the Hatred I bore 
thoſe Brutes would never ſuffer me to be corrupt- 
ed by them; and his Honour ordered one of his 
| Servants, a. ſtrong [Sorrel Nag, very honeſt and 
ood-natured, to be my Guard, without whoſe 
rotection, I durſt not undertake ſuch Adventures. 
For L;havye already told the Reader, how much I 
was peſtered by thoſe odious Animals upon my firſt 
Arrival. And I afterwards failed very narrowly 
three or four Times of falling into their Clutches, 
when I happened to ſtray at any Diftance with- 
out my Hanger. And I have Reaſon to believe 
they had ſome Imagination that I was of their own 
Species, which I: often aſſiſted myſelf, by firip- 
Ping up my Sleeves, and ſhewing my naked Arms 
and Breaſt in their Sight, when my Protector was 
with me. At which Times they would approach 
as near as they durſt, and imitate my Actions af- 
ter the Manner of Monkies, but ever with great 
Signs of Hatred; as a tame Fack-Daw, with Cap 
and Stockings, is always perſecuted by. the wild 
ones, when he happens to be. got among them. 
They are prodigiouſly nimble from their Infan- 
cy; however, I once caught a young Male of 
three Years old, and endeavoured, hy all Marks 
of Tenderneſs, to make it quiet; but the little 
_ fell a Squalling, and Scratching, and Biting, 
with ſuch Violence, that I was forced to let it 
go; and it was high Time, for a whale Troop 
of old ones came about us at the Noiſe, but find- 
ing the Cub was ſafe (for away it ran) and my 
' Sorrel Nag being by, they durſt not venture near 
us. 1 oblerved the young Animal's Fleſh to ſmell 
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very rank, and the Stink was ſomewhat between 
a Weaſel and a Fox, but much more diſagreeable. 
I forgot another Circumſtance (and perhaps I 
might have the Reader's Pardon, -if it were whol- 
ly omitted) that, while I held the odious Vermin 
in my Hands, it voided its filthy Excrements, of 
a yellow liquid Subſtance, all over my Cloaths; 
but, by good Fortune, there was a ſmall Brook 
hard by, where I waſhed myſelf as clean as I 
could; although I durſt not come into my Ma- 
ſter's Preſence, until I were ſufficiently aired. 

By what I could diſcover, the Taboos appear to 
be the moſt unteachable of all Animals; their 
Capacities never reaching higher, than to draw or 
carry Burthens. Yet, 12 of Opinion, this De- 
fe& ariſeth chiefly from a perverſe, reſtive Diſpo- 
fition. For they are cunning, malicious, treache- 


rous, and revengeful. They are ſtrong and har- 


dy, but of a cowardly Spirit, and by Conſequence, 
inſolent, abject, and cruel. - It is obſerved, that 
the Red-haired of both Sexes are more libidinous 
and miſchievous than the reſt, whom yet they 
much exceed in Strength and Adivity,  _ 

The Houyhnhnms keep the Taboos for preſenc 
Uſe, in Huts not far from the Houſe ; but the 
reſt are ſent abroad to certain Fields, where they 
dig up Roots, eat ſeveral Kinds of Herbs, and 
ſearch about for Carrion, or ſometimes catch Wea- 


_fels and Lubimahs (a Sort of wild Rat) which they 


gon devour. Nature hath 2 them to 
ig Holes with their Nails on the Side of a riſing 


Ground. wherein they lie by themſelves; only 
the Kennels of the Females are larger, ſufficient to 


hold two or three Cubs. 
They ſwim from their Infancy like Frogs, and 
we able to continue long under Water, where they 
| | often 
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often take Fiſh, which the Females carry Home 
to their Young. And, upon this Occaſion, I hope 
the Reader will pardon my relating an odd Ad- 
Being one Day abroad with my Protector the 
Sorrel Nag, and the Weather exceeding hot, I 
entreated him to let me bathe in a River that was 
near. He conſented, and I immediately ſtripped 
myſelf ſtark naked, and went down ſoftly into the 
Stream. It happened that a young Female Taboo, 
ſtanding behind a Bank, ſaw the whole Proceed- 
ing, and enflamed by Deſire, as the Nag and I 
conjectured, came running with all Speed, and 
leaped into the Water within ſive Vards of the 
Place where I bathed. I was never in my Life 
ſo terribly frighted ; the Nag was grazing at ſome 
Diſtance, not ſuſpecting any Harm. She em- 
| braced me after a moſt fulſome Manner; I roared 
as loud as I could, and the Nag came galloping 
towards me, |. whereupon ſhe quitted her Graſp, 
with the utmoſt Reluctancy, and leaped upon the 
oppoſite Bank, where ſhe ſtood gazing and howl- 
ing all the Time I was putting on my Cloaths. 
This was a Matter of Diverſion to my Maſter 
and his Family, as well as of Mortification to 
myſelf. For now I could no longer deny, that 
J was a real Taboo, in every Limb and Feature, 
fince the Females had a natural Propenſity to me, 
as one of their own Species : Neither was the 
Hair of this Brute of a red Colour (which might 
have been ſome Excuſe for an Appetite a little 
irregular) but black as a Sloe, and her Counte- 
nance did not make an Appearance . altogether 
ſo hideous as the reſt of her Kind: For, I think, 


ſhe could not be above eleven Years old. 
| x 4 Having 
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Having lived three Vears in this Country, the 
Reader, I ſuppoſe, will expect, that I ſhould, 
like other Travellers, give him ſome Account of 
the Manners and Cuſtoms of its Inhabitants, which 
it was, indeed, my principal Study to learn. 

As theſe Noble Houybhnhrms are endowed by 
Nature with a general Diſpoſition to all Virtues, 
and have no Conceptions or: Ideas of what is Evil 
in a rational Creature; ſo their grand Maxim is, 
to cultivate Reqſon, and to be wholly governed by 
it. Neither is Rea/on, among them, a Point 
Problematical, as with us, where Men can ar- 

ae with Plauſibility on both Sides of a Queſtion ; 
bot ſtrikes you with immediate Conviction ; as 
it muſt needs do, where it is not mingled, ob- 
ſcured, or diſcoloured by Paſſion and Inteieft. I 


remember it was with extreme Difficulty, that 


I could bring my Matter to underſtand the Mean- 
ing of the Word Opinion, or how à Point could 
be diſputable ; becauſe Reaſan taught us to affirm 
or deny only where we are certain; and, beyond 
our Knowledge, we cannot do either. So that 
Controverſies, - Wranglings, Diſputes, and Poſi- 
tiveneſs, in falſe or dubious Propofitions, are E- 
vils anknown among the Hanyhnbumt. In the 
like Manner, when I uſed to explain to him our 
ſeveral Syſtems of Natura! Philofephy, he would 
laugh, that a Creature, pretending to Reaſon, 
mould value itſelf upon the Knowledge of other Peo- 
pleẽ's Conjectures, and in Things, where that Know 
ledge, if it were certain, could be of no Uſe. 
Wherein he agreed intirely with the Sentiments 
of Socrates, as Plates delivers them; which 1 
mention as the higheſt Honour I can do that Prince 
of Philoſophers. I have often fince reflected, 
what Deſtruction ſuch a Doctrine would make in 
the Libraries of Europe; and how many Paths to 
| Fame 
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Fame would be then ſhut up in the Learned World. 
Friend/bip and Benevolence are the two princi- 
pal Virtucs among the Hauyhnbam,; and theſe not 
confined to particular Objects, but univerſal to 
the whole Race. For a Stranger, from the remot- 
eſt Part, is equally treated with the neareſt Neigh- 
bour; and, where-ever he goes, looks upon him- 
ſelf as at Home. They preſerve Decency and Ci- 
wility in the higheſt Degrees, but are altogether 
gr of Ceremony. They have no Fondneſs 

r their Colts or Foles, but the Care they take, 
in educating them, proceeds intirely from the 
Dictates of Reaſon. And I obſerved my Maſter. to 
| ſhew the ſame Affection to his Neighbour's Iſſue, 

that he had for his own. They will have it, that 
Nature teaches them to love the whole Species, and 
it is R-a/ox only that maketh a Diſtinction of Per- 
ſons, where there is a ſuperior Degree of Virtue. 
When the Matron Howuyhnhnms have produced 
one of each Sex, they no longer accompany with 
their Conſorts, except they loſe one of their Iſſue 
by ſome Caſualty, which very ſeldom happens : 
But in ſuch a Cafe they meet again; or when the 
like Accident befals a Perfon, whoſe Wife is paſt 
bearing, ſome other Couple beſtow him one of 
their own Colts, and then go together again until 
the Mother is pregnant. This Caution is neceſ- 
ſary, to prevent the Country from being over- 
a with Numbers. But the Race of in- 
ferior Houyhnhnms, bred up to- be Servants, is 
not ſo ſtrictly limited upon this Article; theſe 
are allowed to produce three of each Sex, to be 

Domeſties in the Noble Families. 

In their Marriages, they are exactly careful to 
chooſe ſuch Colours as will not make any diſa- 
greeable Mixture in the Breed. Strength is chief- 
ly valued in the Male, and Come lineſs in the Fe- 
| | | | male; 


Sj if Voract 


male; not upon the Account of Lowe, but to pre- 
ſerve the Race from degenerating ; for, where a 
Female happens to excel in Strength, a Conſort is 
choſen with regard to Comelne/ſs. Courtſhip, 
Love, Preſents, Jointures, Settlements, have no 
Place in their Thoughts ; or Terms whereby to 
expreſs them in their Language. 'The young Cou- 
e meet and are joined, merely becauſe it is the 
Determination of their Parents and Friends : It is 
what they ſee done every Day, and they look 
upon it as one of the neceſſary Actions of a reaſon- 
able Being. But the Violation of Marriage, or 
any other Unchaſtity, was never heard of: And 
the married Pair paſs their Lives with the ſame 
Friendſhip, and mutual Benevolence, that they 
bear to all others of the ſame Species, who come 
m their Way ; without Jealouſy, Fondneſs, Quar- 
relling, or Diſcontent. 201 BY”. 
Inn educating the Youth of both Sexes, their 
Method is admirable, and highly deſerves our 
Imitation. Theſe are not ſuftered to taſte a Grain 
of Oats, except upon certain Days, till eighteen 
Years old ; nor Mili, but very rarely; and in 
Summer they graze two Hours in the Morning, 
and as many in the Evening, which their Parents 
likewiſe obſerve ; but the Servants are not allow- 
ed above balf that Time, and a great Part of their 
Graſs is brought Home, which they eat at the 
moft convenient Hours, when they can be beſt 
ſpared from Work. | EE 
Temperance, Induſtry, Exerciſe, and Cleanlineſs, 
are the Leſſons equally enjoined to the young ones 
of both Sexes: And my Maſter thought it mon- 
ſtrous in us to give the Females a different Kind 
of Education from the Males, except in ſome 
Articles of Domeſtic Management; whereby, as 
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he A obſerved, one half of our Natives were 

for nothing but bringing Children into the 

; one And to truſt the Care of our Children to 

ſuch uſeleſs Animals, he 3 was yet a greater 
Inſtance of Brutality. . 

But the Heaybnhnms train u | their Youth to 
Strength, Speed, and Hardineſs, by exerciſing 
them to running Races up and down ſteep Hills, 
and over hard ſtony Grounds, and, when they are 
all in a Sweat, they are ordered to leap over Head 
and Ears, into a Pond or River. Four Times a 
Year, the Youth of a certain Diſtrict meet to 
ſhew their Proficiency in Running, and Leaping, 
and other Feats of Strength and Agility; where 
the Victor is rewarded, with a Song in his or her 
Praiſe. On this Feſtival, the Servants drive a 
Herd of Xahoos into the Field, laden with Hay, 
and Oats, and Milk, for a Repaſt to the FHuyhn- 
hnms ; after which, theſe Brutes are immediately 
driven back again, for Fear of being noiſome to the 
Aſſembly. 

Every Fourth Year, at the Vernal Equinox, there 
is a Repreſentative Council of the . 5 Nation, 
which meets in a Plain about twenty Miles from 
our Houſe, and continues about five or fix Days. 
Here they enquire into the State and Condition of 
the ſeveral Diſtricts; Whether they abound, or be 
deficient in Hay or Oats, or Cows or Yahzos ? And 
wherever there is any Want (which is but ſeldom) 
it is immediately ſupplied by unanimous Conſent 
and Contribution. er likewiſe the Regulation 
of Children is ſettled: As for Inſtance, if a 
Houyhnhnm hath two Males, he changeth one of 
them with another that hath two Females: And 
when a Child hath been loft by any Caſualty, 


where the Mother is paſt Breeding, it is deter- 
mined 
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Taboes, ſaid to be firſt ſeen among them, had been 
driven thither over the Sea; that coming to 
Land, and being forſaken by their Companions, 
they retired to the Mountains, and, degenerating 
by Degrees, became, in Proceſs of Time, much 


more ſavage, than thoſe of their own Species in 
the Country from whence theſe two Originals 
came. The Reaſon of this Aſertion was, that 
he had now in his Poſſeſſion a certain wonderful 
Yahoo (meaning myſelf) which moſt of them had 
heard of, and many of them had ſeen. He then 
related to them, how he firſt found me 3 that my 
Body was all covered with an artificial Compoſure 
of the Skins and Hairs of other Animals: That 
I ſpoke in a Language of my own, and had tho- 
roughly learned theirs : That I had related to him 
the Accidents which brought me thither : That, 
when he ſaw me without my Covering, I was an 
exact Yahoo in every Part, only of a whiter Co- 
lour, leſs hairy, and with ſhorter. Claws. He 
added, how I had endeavoured to perſuade him, 
that, in my own and other Countries, the 7ahoos 
acted as the governing, rational Animal, and held 
the Houyhnhams in Servitude : That he obſerved 
in me all the Qualities of a Taboo, only a little 
more Civilized by ſome Tinture of Reaſon ; 
which, however, was in a Degree as far inferi- 
our to the Houybnhnm Race, as the Yahoos of 
their Country were to me : T hat, among other 
Things, I mentioned a Cuſtom we had of Caftra- 
ting Houyhnhnms when they were young, in order 
to render them tame ; that the Operation was 
eaſy and ſafe ; that it was no Shame to learn Wiſ- 
dom from Brutes, as Induſtry is taught by the 
Ant, and Building by the Swallow (for ſo I tran- 


ſlate the Word Lyhannh, although it be a much 
OT larger 
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larger Fowl). That this Invention might be 


ractiſed _ the younger Yahoos here, which, 
e 


ſides rendering them traable, and fitter for 
Uſe, would, in an Age, put an End to the whole 
Species, without deſtroying Life. That, in the 
mean Time, the Houyhnhnms ſhould be exhorted to 


cultivate the Breed of Aſſes, which, as they are 


in all Reſpects more valuable Brutes, ſo they have 

this Advantage, to be fit for Service at five Years 

old, which the others are not till twelve. 
This was all my Maſter thought fit to tell 


me at that Time, of what paſſed in the Grand 


Council. But he was pleaſed to conceal one Par- 
ticular, which related perſonally to myſelf, where- 
of I ſoon felt the unhappy Effect, as the Reader 
will know in its proper Place, and from whence 
I date all the ſucceeding Misfortunes of my Life. 
The Houyhnhnms have no Letters, and conſe- 
queny'y' their Knowledge is all Traditional. But 
ere happening few Events of any Moment among 
à People ſo well united, naturally diſpoſed to eve- 
ry Virtue, wholly governed by Reaſon, and cut 
off from all Commerce with other Nations ; the 
hiſtorical Part is eaſily preſerved without burthen- 
ing their Memories. I have already obſerved 
that they are ſubje& to no Diſeaſes, and therefore 
can have no Need of Phyſicians. However, they 
have excellent Medicines compoſed of Herbs, to 
cure accidental Bruiſes and Cuts in the Paſtern, 
or Frog of the Foot, by ſharp Stones, as well as 
other Maims and Hurts in the ſeveral Parts of the 
Body. 
They calculate the Year by the Revolution of 
the Sun and the Moon, but uſe no Subdiviſions 
into Weeks. They are well enough acquainted 


with the Motions of thoſe two Luminaries, and 
un- 
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underſtand the Nature of Eclipſes; and this is the 
utmoſt Progreſs of their A/ronomp. 55 | 

In Poetry, they muſt be allowed to excel all o- 
therſMortals ; wherein the Juſtneſs of their Similies, 
and the Minuteneſs, as well as Exactneſs of their 
Deſcriptions, are, indeed, inimitable. Their Ver- 
ſes abound very much in both of theſe ; and uſu- 
ally contain either ſome exalted Notions of Friend- 
ſhip and Benevolence, or the Praiſes of thoſe who 
were Victors in Races, and other bodily Exerciſes. 
Their Buildings, although very rude and ſimple, 
are not inconvenient, but well contrived to defend 
them from all Injuries of Cold and Heat. They 
have a Kind of Iree, which, at forty. Years old, 
| looſens in the Root, and falls with the firſt Storm; 
it grows very ſtrait, and being pointed like Stakes, 
with a ſharp Stone (for the Houy/hnhnms know not 
the Uſe of Iron) they ſtick them erect in the 
Ground about ten Inches aſunder, and then weave 
in Oat-ſtraw, or ſometimes Wattles, betwixt them. 
'The Roof is made after the ſame Manner, and 
ſo are the Doors. 

The Houyhnhnms uſe the hollow Part, between 
the Paſtern and the Hoof, of their Forefeet, as 
we do cur Hands, and this with greater Dexteri- 
ty, than I could at firſt imagine. I have feen a 
white Mare of our Family thread a Needle 
(which I lent her on Purpoſe) with that Joint. 
'They milk their Cows, reap their Oats, and do 
all the Work which requires Hands in the ſame 
Manner. 'They have a Kind of hard Flints, 
which, by grinding. againſt other Stones, they 
form into Inttruments, that ſerve inſtead of Wed- _ 
ges, Axes, and Hammers. With Tools made of 
theſe Flints, they likewiſe cut their Hay, and 
reap their Oats, which there grow naturally in 

| ſeyeral 
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ſeveral Fields: The Taboo draw Home the Sheaves 
in Carriages, and the Servants tread them in cer- 
tain covered Hutts, to get out the Grain, which 
is kept in Stores. They make a rude Kind of 
earthen and wooden Veſſels, and bake the for- 
mer in the Sun. 8 3 | 
If they can avoid Caſualties, they die only of 
Old-Age, and are buried in the obſcureſt Places 
that can be found, their Friends and Relations ex- 
preſſing neither Joy nor Grief at their Departure; 
nor does the dying Perſon diſcover the leaſt Re- 
gret that he is leaving the World, any more than 
if he were upon returning Home from a Viſit to 
one of his Neighbours. I remember, my Maſter 
having once made an Appointment with a Friend 
and his Family to come to his Houſe upon ſome 
Affair of Importance, on the Day fixed, the Miſ- 
treſs, and her two Children, tame very late ; ſhe 
made two Excuſes, firſt for her Huſband, who, 
as ſhe ſaid, happened that very Morning to 
Lhnuwnh, The Word is ſtrongly expreſſive in 
their Language, but not eaſily rendered into Exg- 
li; it fignihes, to retire to his firft Mother. Her 
Excuſe, for not coming ſooner, was, that her Huſ- 
band dying late in the Morning, ſhe was a good 
while Tconlulting her Servants about a'convenient 
Place where his Body ſhould be laid 3 and, I ob- 
ſerved, ſhe behaved herſelf at our Houſe, as chear- 
= as the reſt : She died about three Months 
der. 

They live generally to ſeventy, or ſeventy-five 
Years, very ſeldom to fourſcore : Some Weeks 
before their Death, they feel a gradual Decay ; 
but without Pain. During this Time, they are 
much viſited by their Friends, becauſe they can- 
not go abroad, with —_ uſual Eaſe and Satis- 


faction. 
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faction. However, about ten Days before their 
Death, which they ſeldom fail in computing, they 
return the Viſits that have been made them, by 
thoſe who are neareſt in the Neighbourhood, be- 
ing carried in a convenient Sledge, drawn by Ta- 
Boos ; which Vehicle they uſe, not only upon this 
Occaſion, but when they grow old, upon long 
Journies, or when they. are lamed by any Acci- 
dent. And, therefore, when the dying Houy- 
hahnms return thoſe Viſits, they take a ſolemn 
Leave of their Friends, as if they were going to 
ſome remote Part of the Country, where they de- 
figned to pals the reſt of their Lives. | 

I know not whether it may be worth obſerving, 
that the Hozybnbnms have no Word in their Lan- 
' guage, to expreſs any Thing that is Evil, except | 
what they borrow from the Deformities, or il! 
Qualities of the 7ahoos. Thus they denote the 
Folly of a Servant, an Omiſſion of a Child, a Stone 
that cuts their Feet, a Continuance of foul or un- 
ſeaſonable Weather, and the like, by adding to 
each the Epithet of Taboo. For Inſtance, Hh 
Yahoo, Whnaholm Yahoo, Ynlhmndwihlma Yahoo, 
and an ill contrived Houſe, Tnho/mbnmrobinuy 
Taboo. 5 

I could with great Pleaſure enlarge farther up- 
on the Manners and Virtues of this excellent Peo- 

ple ; but, intending in a ſhort Time to publiſh a 
Volume by itſelf expreſly upon that Subject, I re- 
fer the Reader thither. And, in the mean Time, 
proceed to relate my own ſaid Cataſtrophe, 


CHAP, 
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| CHAP. X. 
The Authors Ozconomy, and happy Life, among 
the Houyhahnms, lis great Improvement 


in Virtue, by converſing with them, Their 
Comer ſations. The Author has Notice given 


him by his Mafter, that he muſt depart from 

the Country. Fe falls into a Swom for 1 
Crief; but ſubmits. He contrives and fi- 11 
niſbes @ Canoo, by the Help of a Fellow-ſer- 4 
vant, and puts to Sea at a Venture. 1 
2 11 
1 H A D ſettled my little Oeconomy to my own Ul 
®* Heart's Content. My Maſter had ordered a Ti 
Room to be made for me after their Manner, 1 
about ſix Yards from the Houſe ; the Sides and "Wit 
Floors of which I plaiſtered with Clay, and cover- ; | il 
ed with Ruſh-matts of my own cantriving ; I had 1 
beaten Hemp, which there grows wild, and made 1 
of it a Sort of Ticking : This I filled w'th the 1 
Feathers of ſeveral Birds I had taken with Springes Kill 
made of Yahoos Hairs, and were excellent 9 | 

Food. I had worked two Chairs with my Knife, 1 
the Sorrel Nag helping me in the groſſer and more 55 

laborious Part. When my Cloaths were worn in 
to Rags, I made myſelf others with the Skins of 133 
Rabbets, and of a certain beautiful Animal about 3 


the ſame Size, called Naubnobh, the Skin of which 
is covered with a fine Down. Of theſe I alſo 
made very tolerable Stockings. I ſoaled my Shoes 
with Wood which I cut from a Tree, and fitted 
to the upper Leather; and, when this was worn 
out, I ſupplied it with the Skins of Yahoos, dried 
in the Sun. I often got Honey out of hollow 

— 1 Trees, 
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Trees, which I mingled with Water, or eat with 
my Bread. No Man could more verify the Truth 
of theſe two Maxims, That Nature is very eafily 
ſatisfied ; and, That Neceſſity is the Mother of In- 
vention. I enjoyed perfect Health of Body, and 
Tranquility of Mind; I did not feel the Treache- 
ry or Inconſtancy of a Friend, nor the Injuries 
of a ſecret or open Enemy. I had no Occaſion 
of bribing, flattering, or pimping, to procure the 
Favour of any great Man, or of his Minion. I 
wanted no Fence againſt Fraud or Oppreſſion; 
here was neither Phyſician to deſtroy my Body, 
nor Lawyer to ruin my Fortune ; no Informer 
to watch my Words, and AQtions, or forge Ac- 
cuſations 2 me for Hire: Here were no 
Gibers, Cenſurers, Backbiters, Pick-pockets, 
Highwaymen, Houſe-breakers, Attornies, Bawds, 
Buffoons, Gameſters, Politicians, Wits, Splena- 
tics, tedious Talkers, Controvertiſts, Raviſhers, 
Murderers, Robbers, Virtuoſo's; no Leaders or 
Followers of Party and Faction; no Encouragers 
to Vice, by Seducement or Examples; no Dun- 
geon, Axes, Gibbets, Whipping-poſts, or Pillo- 
Ties 3 no cheating Shopkeepers or Mechanics; 
no Pride, Vanity or AﬀeQation ; no Fops, Bullies, 
Drunkards, ſtrolling Whores, or Poxes ; no rant- 
ing, lewd, expenſive Wives; no ſtupid, proud 
Pedants; no importunate, over-bearing, quarrel- 
ſome, noiſy, roaring, empty, conceited, ſwear- 
ing Companions : No Scoundrels, raiſed from the 
Duſt, for the Sake of their Vices, or Nobility 
thrown into it, on Account of their Virtues ; no 
Lords, Fidlers, Judges, or Dancing-maſters. 

I had the Favour of being admitted to ſeveral. 
Houyhnhnms, who came to viſit or dine with my 
Maſter ; where his Honour graciouſly ſuffered me 

* * g do 
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to wait in the Room, and liſten to their Diſcourſe. 
Both he and his Company would often deſcend to 
ask me Queſtions, and receive. my Anſwers. I 
had alſo ſometimes the Honour of attending my 
Maſter in his Viſits to others. I never preſumed 
to ſpeak, except in Anſwer to a Queſtion ; and 
then I did-it with inward Regret, becauſe it was 
2 Loſs of ſo much Time for improving myſelf : 
But I was infinitely delighted with the Station of 
an humble Auditor in ſuch Converſations, where 
nothing paſſed but what was uſeful, expreſſed in 
the feweſt and moſt ſignificant Words: Where (as 
I have already faid) the greateſt Decency was ob- 
ſerved, without the leaſt Degree of Ceremony; 
where no Perſon ſpoke, without being pleaſed 
himſelf, and pleaſing his Companions ; where 
there was no Interruption, Tediouſneſs, Heat, or 
Difference of Sentiments. 'They have a Notion, 
That, when People are met together, a ſhort Si- 
lence doth much improve Converſation : This I 
found to be true; for, during thoſe little Intermiſ- 
fions of Talk, new Ideas would ariſe in their 
Thoughts, which very much -enlivened the Dif- 
courſe. 'Their SubjeQts are generally on Friend- 
Ap and Benevolence, on Order and Oeconomy ; 
fometimes upon the viſible Operations of Nature, 
or ancient Traditions; upon the Bounds and Li- 
mits of Virtue; upon the unerring Rules of Rea- 


ſon, or upon ſome Determinations, to be taken at 


the next great Aſſembly: and often upon the va- 
rious Excellencies of Poetry. I may add, without 
Vanity, that my Preſence often gave them ſuffici- 
ent Matter for Diſcourſe, becauſe it afforded my 
Maſter an Occaſion of letting his Friends into the 
Hiſtory of me and my Country, upon which they 
were all pleaſed to deſcant, in a Manner not very 
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advantageous to Human Kind; and, for that Rea- 
Jon, I ſhall not repeat what they ſaid : Only 1 


may be allowed to obſerve, That his Honour, to 


my great Admiration, appeared to underſtand the 
Nature of Loss, much better than myſelf. He 
went through all our Vices and Follies, and diſco- 
. ver-d many which 1 had never mentioned to him, 
by only ſupp« ſing what Qualities a Tabos of their 
Country, with a ſmall Proportion of Reaſon, 
might be capable of exerting ; and concluded, 
with too much Probability, how vile, as well as 
miſerable, ſuch a Creature muſt be. 

I freely confeſs, that all the little Knowledge I 
have, of any Value, was acquired by the Lectures 
J received from my Maſter, and from hearing the 
Di courſes of him and his Friends; to which 1 
ſnould be prouder to liſten, than to dictate to the 
greateſt and wiſeſt Aſſembly in Europe. I admired 
the Strength, Comelineſs, and Speed of the Inha- 
bitants; and ſuch a Conſtellation of Virtues, in 


ſuch amiable Perſons, produced in me the higheſt 


Veneration. At firſt, indeed, I did not feel that 


natural Awe, which the Tabaos, and all other Ani- 


mals, bear towards -them ; but it grew upon me 
by Degrees, much ſooner than 1 imagined, and 
was mingled with a reſpectſul Love and Grati- 
tude, that they would condeſcend to diſtinguiſh 
me from the reſt of my Species 

When I thought of my Family, my Friends, 
my Countrymen, or Human Race in general, I 


conſidered them as they really were, Yahoos in 


Shape and Diſpoſition, perhaps a little more civi- 
lized, and qualified with the Gift of Speech; but 
making no other Uſe of Reaſon, than to improve 
and multiply thoſe Vices, whereof their Brethren. 
in this Country had only the Share that Nature 
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allotted them. When I happened to behold the 
Reflection of my own Form in a Lake or a Foun- 
tain, I turned away my Face in Horror and De- 
teſtation of myſelf; and could better endure the 
Sight of a common Tah, than of my own Perſon. 
By converſing with the Houybnhnms, and lookin 
-upon them with Delight, I fell to imitate therr 
Gate and Geſture, which is now grown into an 
Habit; and my Friends often tell me in a blunt 
Way, that 7 trot like a Horſe ; which, however, 
1 take for a great Compliment : Neither ſhall L 
diſown, that, in Speaking, Iam apt to fall into 
the Voice and Manner of the Houyhnhrms, and 
hear myſelf ridiculed on that Account, without 
the leaſt Mortification. | 
In the Midſt of all this Happineſs, and when I 
looked upon myſelf to be fully ſettled for Life, 
-my Maſter ſent for me one Morning, a little ear- 
lier than his uſual Hour. 1 obſerved by his 
Countenance, that he was in ſome Perplexity, and 
at a Loſs how to begin what he had to ſpeak. Af- 
ter a ſhort Silence, he told me, He did not know 
how 1 would take what he was going to ſay ; that 
in the laſt general Aſſembly, when the Affair of 
the Taboos was entered upon, the Repreſentatives 
had taken Offence at his keeping a Taboo (mean- 
ing myſelf) in his Family, more like a Houyhn- 
bum, than a brute Animal. That he was known 
Frequently to converſe with me, as if he could re- 
ceive ſome Advantage or Pleaſure in my Compa- 
ny: That ſuch a Practice was not agreeable to 
Reaſon or Nature, or a Thing ever heard of be- 
fore among them. The Aſſembly did therefore 
exhort him, either to employ me like the reſt of 
my Species, or command me to ſwim back to the 
Place from whence I came. That the firſt of theſe 
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Expedients was utterly rejected hy all the Houybn 
Bums, who had ever ſeen me at his Houſe or their 
oon: For they alledged, That, becauſe I had 
ſome Rudiments of Reaſon, added to the natural 
Pravity of thaſe Animals, it was to be feared, I 
might be able to ſeduce them into the woody and 
mountainous Parts of the Country, and bring 
them in Troops by Night to deſtroy the Houyhn- 


Bums Cattle, as being naturally of the ravenoys 


Kind, and averſe from Labour. 

My Maſter added, That he was daily preſſed by 
the Houyhnhnms of the Neighbourhood, to have 
the Aſſembly's Exhortation executed, which he 
could not put off much longer. He doubted it 
would be impcflible for me. to ſwim to another 
Country; and -therefore wiſhed I would contrive 
ſome Sort of Vehicle reſembling -thoſe I had de- 
ſcribed to him, that might carry me on the Sea; 
in which Work I ſhould have the Aſſiſtance of his 
own Servants, as well as thoſe of his Neighbours. 
He concluded, That, for his own Part, he could 
have been content to keep me in his Service as 
long as I lived; becauſe he found J had cured 
myſelf of ſome bad Habits and Diſpoſitions, by 
endeavouring, as far as my inferior Nature 'was 
capable, to imitate the Houybnuhnms. 

I ſhould here obſerve to the Reader, That a 
Decree of the gereral Aſſembly, in this Country, 
is expreſſed by the Word Habloayn, which figni- 
fes an Exhortation, as near as I can render it: 
For they have no Conception how a rational Crea- 
ture can be compelled. but only adviſed, or exhort- 
td; becauſe no Perſon can diſobey Reaſon, with- 
out giving up his Claim to be a rational Crea- 
ture, | 


J was 
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T was ſtruck with the utmoſt Grief and Deſpair 
at my Maſter's Diſcourſe ; and, being unable to 
ſupport the Agonies I was under, I fell into a 
Swoon at his Feet: When I came to myſelf, he 
told me, that he concluded I had been dead (for 
theſe People are ſubject to no ſuch Imbecillities of 
Nature). I anſwered in a faint Voice, That 
Death would have been too great an Happineſs ; 
that although I could not blame the Aſſembly's 
Exhortation, or the Urgency of his Friends; yet, 
in my weak and corrupt Judgment, I thought it 
might conſiſt with Reaſon, to have been leſs rigo- . 
rous. That I could not ſwim a League, and, pro- 
bably, the neareſt Land to theirs might be diſtant 
above an hundred : That many Materials, neceſ- 
fary for making a ſmall Veſſel to carry me off, 
were wholly wanting in this Country, which, 
however, I would attempt, in Obedience and 
Gratitude to his Honour, although I concluded 
the Thing to be impoſſible, and therefore looked 
on myſelf as already devoted to Deſtruction. That 
the certain Proſpe&t of an unnatural Death was 
the leaſt of my Evils: For, ſuppoling I ſhould 
eſcape with Life by ſome ſtrange Adventure; how 
could I think with Temper, of paſſing my Days 
among 72hoos, and relapſing into my old Corrup- 
tions, for Want of Examples to lead and keep me 
within the Paths of Virtue. That I knew, too 
well, upon what ſolid Reaſons, all the Determina- 
tions of the wiſe Houyhnhnms were founded, not to 
be ſhaken by Arguments of mine, a miſerable Ta- 
hoo ; and therefore, after preſenting him with my 
humble Thanks for the Offer of his Servants Afſ- 
ſiſtance in making a Veſlel, and defiring a rea- 
ſonable Time for ſo difficult a Work, I told him 
I would endeavour to preierve a wreiched Being; 

: | and, 
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and, if ever I returned to £ng/ard, was not with- 
out Hopes of being uſeſul to my own Species, by 
celebrating the Praiſes of the renowned Houyhx- 
bros, and propoſing their Virtues to the Imitati- 
on of Mankind. > 

My Maſter, in a few Words, made me a very 
gracious Reply, allowed me the Space of two 
Months to finiſh my Boat; and ordered the Sorrel 
Nag, my Fellow-ſervant (for ſo at this Diſtance 
I may preſume to call him) to follow my Inſtruc- 
tions, becauſe I told my Maſter, that his Help 
would be ſufficient, and I knew he had a Tender- 
We. | 5 

In his Company, my firſt Buſineſs was to go to 

that Part of the Coaſt, where my rebellious Crew 
had ordered me to be ſet on Shore. I got upon a 
Height, and, looking on every Side into the Sea, 
fancied I ſaw a ſma!! Ifland, towards the North- 
ea: I took out my Pocket-glaſs, and could then 
clearly diſtinguiſn it about five Leagues off, as I 
computed ; but it appeared to the Sorrel Nag to 
be only a blue Cloud: For, as he had no Con- 
ception of any Country beſide his own, ſo he could 
not be as expert in diſtinguiſhing remote Objects 
at Sea, as we who ſo much converſe in that Ele- 
ment. | | | | 
After I had diſcovered this Iſland, I conſidered 
no farther ; but reſolved, it ſhould, if poſſible, 
be the firſt Place of my Baniſhment, leaving the 
Conſequence to Fortune. 

I returned Home, and conſulting with the Sor- 
rel Nag, we went into a Copſe at ſome Diſtance, 
where I with my Knife, and he with a ſharp 
Flint faſtened very artificially, after their Manner, 
to a wooden Handle, cut down ſeveral oak Wat- 
tles, about the 'Thickneſs of a Es i 9 

| ome 
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ſome larger Pieces. But I ſhall not trouble the 
Reader with a particular Deſcription of my own 
Mechanics; let it ſuffice to ſay, that in ſix 
Weeks Time, with the Help of the Sorrel Nag, 
who performed the Parts that required moſt La- 
bour, I finiſhed a Sort of Iadian Canoo, but much 
larger, covering it with the Skins of Taboos, well 
ſtitched together with hempen Threads of my own 
making. My Sail was likewife compoſed of the 
Skins of the ſame Animal; but I made Uſe of the 

- Youngeſt I could get, the older being too tough 
dk ; and I likewiſe provided myſelf with 
four Paddles. I laid in a Stock of boiled Fleſh, 
of Rabbets and Fowls; and took with me two 
Veſſels, one filled with Milk, and the other with 
I tried my Canooin a large Pond, near my 
Maſter's Houſe, and then corrected in it what was 
amiſs ; ſtopping all the Chinks with Yahoos Tal- 
low, till I found it ſtanch, and able to bear me, 
and my Freight. And, when it was as compleat 
as I could poſſibly make it, I had it drawn on a 
Carriage, very gently, by Yahoos, to the Sea · ſide. 
under the Conduct of the Sorrel Nag, and ano- 
ther Servant. | 
When all was ready, and the Day came for 
my Departure, I took Leave of my Maſter and 
Lady, and the whole Family, mine Eyes flowing 
with Tears, and my Heart quite ſunk with 
Grief. But his Honour, out of Curiofity, and 
rhaps '(if I may f it without Vanity) part- 
* wo. * — determined to ſo — in 
my Canoo; and got ſeveral of his neighbouring 
Friends to accompany him. I was forced to wait 
above an Hour for the Tide, and then obſerving 
the Wind very fortunately bearing towards: the 
8 Hand, 
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Hand, to which I intended to ſteer my Courſe, 
J took a ſecond Leave of my Maſter : But, as I 
was going to proſtrate myſelf to kiſs his Hoof, 
he did me the Honour to raiſe it gently to my 
Mouth. I am not ignorant how much I have 
been cenſured for mentioning this laſt Particular. 
For my Detractors are pleaſed to think jt impro- 
bable, that ſo illuftrious a Perſon ſhould deſcend 
to give ſo great a Mark of Diſtinction to a Crea- | 
ture ſo inferior as I, Neither have I forgot, how 
apt ſome Travellers are to boaſt of extraordinary 
Favours they have received. But, if thefe Cenſu- 
rers were better acquainted with the noble and 
courteous Diſpoſition of the Houyhnhnms, they 
would foon change their Opinion. 

I paid my Reſpects to the reſt of the Hauybu- 
zm in his Honour's Company; then, getting 
into my Canoo, I puſhed of from Shore. * 


— 


CHAP. M. 


The Author's dangerous Voyage. He arrives at 

New- Holland, hoping to ſettle there. Is wound- 
ed with an Arrow by one of the Natives. I. 
ſeixed and carried by Force into a Portugueze 
Ship. The great Civilities ef the Captain. 
The Author arrives at England. 


| BEG AN this deſperate Voyage on February 
15, 1714-15, at 9 o'Clock in the Morning, 
The Wind was very favourable ; however, I made 
Uſe, at firſt, only of my Paddles ; but conſidering 
I ſhould ſoon be weary, and that the Wind might 
probably chop about, I ventured to ſet up my little 
Sail ; and thus, with the Help of the Tide, I went 
| at 
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at the Rate of a League and a half an Hour, as near 
as I could gueſs, My Maſter and his Friends 
continued on the Shore, till I was almoſt out of 
Sight; and I often heard the Sorrel Nag (wo 
always loved me) crying out, Fhnuy illa nyba ma- 
jab Yahoo, Take Care of thyſelf, gentle Taboo. 
My Deſign was, if poſſible, to diſcover ſome 
ſmall Iſland uninhabited, yet ſufficient with my 
Labour to furniſh me with the Neceſſaries of 
Life, which I would have thought a greater Hap- 
pineſs, than to be firſt Miniſter in the politeſt 
Court of Europe; ſo horrible was the Idea I con- 
ceived of returning to live in the Society, and 
under the Government of Tahoe. For, in ſuch 
a Solitude as I defired, I could, at leaft, enjoy _ 
my own Thoughts, and reflect with Delight 
on the Virtues of thoſe inimitable Houyhnhnms, 
without any Opportunity of degenerating into the 
Vices and Corruptions of my own Species. | 
The Reader may remember what I related, 
when my Crew conſpired againſt me, and confin- 
ed me to my Cabbin. How I continued there ſe- 
veral Weeks, without knowing what Courſe we 
took; and when I was put a-ſhoar in the Lony- 
boat, how the Sailors told me -with Oaths, whe- 
ther true or falſe, that they knew not in what Part 
of the World ue were. However, I did then be- 
lieve us to be about ten Degrees Southward of 
the Cape of Good- Hope, or about 45 Degrees South- 
ern Latitude, as I gathered from ſome general 
Words I overheard among them, being, I ſup- 
Poſed, to the South-Eaſt in their intended Voyage 
to Madagaſtar. And, although this were but 
little better than Conjecture, yet I reſolved to 


Hear my Courſe Eaftward, hoping to reach the 
South- 
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South-Weft Coaſt of New-Hellang, and perhaps 
ſome ſuch Iſland as I defired, lying FWeftauard of 
it. The Wind was full Fe, and; by fix in the 
Evening, I computed I had gone Eaftward, at 
leaſt, eighteen Leagues; when I ſpied a very ſmall 

ous half a League off, which I ſoon reach- 
ed. It was nothing but a Rock with one Creek, 


naturally arched by the Force of Tempeſts. Here 


I put in my Canoo, and, climbing up a Part of 
the Rock, I could plainly diſcover Land to the 


Fa, extending from South to North. I lay all 


Night in my Canoo ; and, repeating my Voyage 
early in the Morning, I arrived in ſeven Hours 
to the South-Eaft Point of New-Heolland This 
confirmed me in the Opinion 1 have long enter - 
tained, that the Maps and Charts place this Coun- 
try at leaſt three Degrees more to the Faß, than 
it really is; which Thought I communicated, ma- 
ny Years ago, to my worthy Friend, Mr. Her- 
man Moll, and gave him my Reaſons for it, al- 
though he hath rather choſen to follow other Au- 
thors. | 

I ſaw no Inhabitants in the Place where I land- 
ed, and, being unarmed, I was afraid of venturing 
far into the Country. I found ſome Shell-fiſh on 
the Shore, and eat them raw, not daring to kin- 
dle a Fire; for Fear of being diſcovered by the Na- 
tives. I continued three Days feeding on Oyſters 


and Limpits, to ſave my own Proviſions ; and 1 


fortunately found a Brook of excellent Water, 
which gave me great Relief, 
On the fourth Day, venturing out early, 2 
little too far, I ſaw twenty or thirty Natives upon 
a Height, not above five hundred Yards from 
me. 'I hey were ſtark naked, Men, Women, 
and Children, round a Fire, as I could — 
| | 1 
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by the Smoke. One of them ſpied me, and gave 
Notice to the reſt; five of them advanced to- 
wards me, lraving the Women and Children at 
the Fire. I made what Haſte I could to the 
Shore, and, getting into my Canoo, ſhoved off: 
The Savages, obſerving me retreat, ran after me 
and, before I coald get far enough into the Sea, 
diſcharged an Arrow, which wounded me deeply 
on the Inſide of my left Knee (I ſhall carry the 
Mark to my Grave). I apprehended the Arrow 
might be poiſoned, and padding out of the Reach 
of their Darts (being a calm Day) I made a Shift 
to ſuck the Wound, and drefs it as I could. 

I was at a Loſs what to do, for. I durſt not return 
to the ſame Landing-place, but ſtood to the North, 
and was forced to paddle ; for the Wind, though 
very gentle, was againſt me, blowing North-Heft. 
As I was looking about for a ſecure Landing place, 
J ſaw a Sail to the North North-Eaff, which ap- 

ring every Minute more viſible, I was in ſome 
bt, whether I ſhould wait for them or no ; but, 

gat laſt, my Deteſtation of the 72hoo Race pre- 
vailed ; and, turning my Canoo, I failed and pad- 
dled together to the South, and got into the — 
Creek from whence I ſet out in the Morning, 
chuſing rather to truſt myſelf among theſe Bar- 
barians, than live with European Tahoos, I drew 
up my Canoo as cloſe as I could to the Shore, and 
hid myſelf behind a Stone by the little Brook, 
which, as I have already ſaid, was excellent Wa- 
wr. | | 
The Ship came within half a League of this 
Creek, and ſent out her Long-Boat, with Veſſels 
to take in freſh Water (for the Place, it ſeems, 
was very well known) but I did not obſerve it, 
| | till 
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till the Boat was almoſt on Shore; and it was tod 


late to ſeek another Hiding place. The Seamen, 
at their Landing, obſerved my Canoo, and, rum- 


maging it all over, eaſily conjectured that the 


Ou ner could not be far off. Four of them, well 
armed, ſearched every Cranny and Lurking-hole, 
till at laſt they found me flat on my Face, behind 
the Stone. They gazed a while, in Admiration 
at my ſtrange uncouth Dreſs z my Coat made 
of Skins, my wooden ſoaled Shoes, and my fur- 


red Stockings; from whence, however, they 


concluded, 1 was not a Native of the Place, who 


all go naked. One of the Seamen, in Portuguexe, 


bid me riſe, and asked who I was. I underſtood 


that Language very well, and, getting upon my 


Feet, ſaid, I was a poor Yahoo, baniſhed from the 
Houyhnhnms, and defired they would pleaſe to let 
me depart. They admired to hear me anſwer 
them in their own Tongue, and ſaw by my Com- 

lexion, I mult be an European; but were at a 
Lofs to know what I meant by Yahoos, and Houy- 
Enhnms, and at the ſame Time fell a Laughing at 
my ſtrange lone in Speaking, which reſembled 
the Neighing of a Horſe. 1 trembled all the 
while betwixt Fear and Hatred: I again defired 
Leave to depart, and was genily moving to my 


Canoo ; but they laid hold on me, deſiring to. 


know, What Country I was of? Whence I came? 


with many other Queſtions. I told them, I was - 
born in England, from whence I came about five 


Years ago, and then their Country and ours were 
at Peace. I therefore hoped they would not treat 
me as an Enemy, fince I meant them no Harm, 
but was a poor Yahoo, ſeeking ſome defolate Place 
where to paſs the Remainder of his unfortunate 


When 
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When they began to talk, I thought: I never 
heard or ſaw any Thing ſo unnatural ; for it ap- 


peared to me as monſtrous, as if a 17 a Cow. 
ſhould ſpeak in England, or a Taboo in 
| land. The honeſt Portugueze were equally amaz- 


ouyhnhnm- 


ed at my ſtrange Dreſs, and the odd Manner of 
delivering my Words, which, however, they un- 
derftood very well. They ſpoke to me with great 
Humanity, and faid they were. ſure the Captain 
would carry me gratis to Lisbon, from whence I 
might return to my own Country ; that two of 
the Seamen would go back to the Ship, inform 
the Captain of what they had ſeen, and receive 
his Orders; in the mean Time, unleſs I would 
give my ſolemn Oath not to fly, they would ſe- 
cure me by Force. I thought it beſt to comply 
with their Propoſal. They were very curious to 
know my Story, but I gave them very little Satis- 


faction; and they all conjectured, that my Miſ- 


fortunes had impaired my Reaſon. In two Hours 
the Boat, which went loaden with Veſſels of Wa- 
ter, returned, with the Captain's Command, to 


fetch me on Board. I fell on my Knees to pre- 


ſerve my Liberty; but all was in vain, and the 
Men, having tied me with Cords, heaved me into 
the Boat, from whence I was taken into the Ship, 
and from thence into the Captain's Cabbin. 

His Name was Pedro de Mendez; he was 


a very courteous and | _” Perſon ; he en- 


treated me to give ſome Account of myſelf, 
and deſired to know what I would eat or drink; 
ſaid, I ſhould be uſed as well as himſelf, 
and ſpoke ſo many obliging Things, that I 
wondered to find ſuch Civilities from a Yahoo. 
However, I remained filent and ſullen; I was 


ready to faint at the very Smell of him and his 
3 | 2 Men. 
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Men. At laſt I deſired ſomething to eat out of 
my own Canoo ; but he ordered me a Chicken, 
and ſome excellent Wine, and then directed that 
I ſhould be put to Bed in a very clean Cabbin. 
I'would not undreſs myſelf, but lay on the Bed- 
Cloaths, and in half an Hour ſtole out, when L 
thought the Crew was at Dinner, and, getting to 
the Side of the Ship, was going. to leap into the 
Sea, and ſwim for my Life, rather than continue 
among Yahoos. But one of the Seamen prevented 
me, and, having informed the Captain, I was 
Chained to my Cabbin. 

After Dinner, Don Pedro came to me, and de- 
fired to know my Reaſon for ſo deſperate an At- 
tempt; aſſured me, he only meant to do me all 
the Service he was able, and ſpoke ſo very mov- 
ingly, that at laſt T deſcended to treat him like 
an Animal which had ſome little Portion of Rea- 
ſon. I gave him a very ſhort Relation of my 
Voyage; of the Conſpiracy againſt me by my 
own Men; of the Country where they ſet me on 
Shore, and of my three Years Refidence there. 
All which he looked upon as if it were a Dream 
or a Viſion ; whereat I took great Offence ; for I 
had quite forgot the Faculty of Lying, fo pecu- 
Ijar to Y7ahoos in all Countries where they preſide, 
and conſequently the Diſpoſition of ſuſpecting 
'Truth in others of their own Species, I asked 
him, Whether it were the Cuſtom in his Country, 
to ſay the Thing that was not? I aſſured him, I 
had almoſt forgot what he meant by Falſchood, 
and, if I had lived a thouſand Years in Howy- 
hnbnm-land, 1 ſhould: never have heard a Lye 
from the meaneſt Servant; that I was altogether. 
indifferent whether he believed me or no; but 
however, in Return for his Favours, I would m 
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To much Allowance to the Corruption of his Na- 
ture, as to anſwer any Objection he would pleaſe to 


make, and then he might eafily diſcover the Truth, 
The Captain, a wiſe Man, after many Endea- 
yours to catch me tripping in ſome Part of my 


Story, at laſt began to have a better Opinion of 
my Veracity; But he added, that, ſince I pro- 
feſſed ſo inviolable an Attachment to Truth, I muſt 


give him my Word and Honour to bear him 


Company in this Voyage, without attempting any 
Thing againſt my Life, or elſe he would continue 


me a Priſoner till we arrired at Lisbon. I gave 


him the Promiſe he required; but at the ſame 
Time proteſted, that I would ſuffer the greateſt 
Hardſhips, rather than return to live among 74hoos. 

Our Voyage paſſed without any confiderable 


Accident. In Gratitude to the Captain, I ſome- 


times ſat with him, at his earneſt Requeſt, and 
ſtrove to conceal my Antipathy to Human Kind, 
although it often broke out; which he ſuffered to 
paſs without Obſervation. But, the greateſt Part 
of the Day, I confined myſelf to my Cabbin, 
to avoid ſeeing any of the Crew. The Captain 
had often entreated me to ſtrip myſelf of my ſa- 
vage Dreſs, and offered to lend me the beſt Suit 


of Cloaths he had. This I would not be prevail- 


ed on to accept, abhorring to cover myſelf with 
any Thing that had been on the Back of a Taboo. 
] only defired he would lend me two clean Shirts, 
which, having been waſhed ſince he wore them, 
I believed would not ſo much defile me. Theſe 


I changed every ſecond Day, and waſhed them 


myſelf, 

We arrived at Lisbon, Nov. 5. 1715, At our 
Landing, the Captain forced me to cover myſelf 
with his Cloak, to prevent the Rabble from 
| 2 2 croud- 
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crouding about me, I was conveyed to his own 
Houſe ; and, at my earneſt. Requeſt, he led me 
up to the higheſt Room backwards. I conjured 
him to conceal from all Perſons what I had told 
him of the Howyhrhams ; becauſe the leaſt Hint of 
ſuch a Story would not only. draw Numbers of 
People to ſee me, but probably — me in Danger 
of being impriſoned, or burnt by the Iiguiſition. 
The Captain perſuaded me to accept a Suit of 
Cloaths newly made ; but I would not ſuffer the 
Taylor to take my Meaſure ; however, Don Pedro 
being almoſt of my Size, they fitted me well e- 
nough. He accoutred me with other Neceflaries, 
all new, which J aired for twenty-four Hours, be- 
fore I would uſe them. 
The Captain had no Wife, nor above three Ser- 
vants, none of which were ſuffered to attend at 
Meals ; and his whole Deportment was ſo oblig- 
ing, added to very good human Underſtanding, that 
I really began to tolerate his Company. He gain- 
ed ſo far upon me, that I ventured to look out of 
the back Window. By Degrees, I was brought 
into another Room, from whence I peeped into 
the Street, but drew my Head back in a Fright. In 
a Week's Time, he ſeduced me down to the Door. 
I found my Terror gradually leſſened, but my 
Hatred and Contempt ſeemed to encreaſe. I was 
at laſt bold enough to walk the Street in his Com- 
pany, but kept my Noſe well ſtopped with Rue, 


- 


or ſometimes with Tobacco. 

In ten Days, Don Pedro, to whom I had giv- 
en ſome Account of my domeſtic Affairs, put 
it upon me as a Matter of Honour and Conſcience, 
that I ought to return to my native Country, and 
live at Home with my Wife and Children. — 
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told me, there was an Englißʒ Ship in the Port 
Juſt ready to ſail, and he would furniſh me with 
all Things neceſſary. It would be tedious to re- 
peat his Arguments, and my Contradictions. He 


ſaid it was altogether impoſſible to find ſuch a 


ſolitary Iſland as I had defired to live in; but I 
might command in my own Houſe, and paſs my 
Time in a Manner as recluſe as I pleaſe. 
I I complied: at laſt, finding I conld not do bet- 
ter. I left Lisbon the 24th Day of Nowember, in 
an Engl Merchant-Man, but, who: was the Maſ- 
ter, I never enquired. Don Pedro accompanied 
me to the. Ship, and lent me twenty Pounds. He 
took kind Leave of me, and embtaced me at Part» 
ing, which I bore as well as 1 could. During the 
laſt Voyage, I had no Commerce with the-Maſ- 
ter, or any of his Men; but, pretending I was 
ſick, kept cloſe in my Cabbinꝰ On the 22 of 
December, 1715, we caſt Anchor in the Downs 
about nine in the Morning, and at three in the 
Afternoon I gat ſafe to my Hauſe at. Not berbith. 
My Wife and Family received me with 
Surprize and joy, becauſe they concluded me 
certainly dead; but I muſt freely confeſs the Sight 
of them filled me only with Hatred, Diſguſt, and 
Contempt; and the more by reflecting on the 
near Alliance I had to them. For, although, ſince 
my unfortunate Exile from the Hauybnbum Coun- 
try, I had compelled myſelf to tolerate the Sight 
| of abbr, and to converſe with Don Pedro de 
Mendez ; yet my Memory and Imagination were 
perpetually filled with the Virtues and Ideas of 
thoſe exalted Houybnlumt. And when TI began to 
conſider, that, by copulating with one of the Ja- 


$o0-Species, I had become a Parent of more; it 
: Z 3 ſtruck 


* Rn. 


ſtruck me with the utmoſt Shame, Confuſion, 
and Hor ue 
As fen b:olddezed the Houla;: my Wife took | 
me in her Arms, and kiſſed me; at which, hav» 
ing not been uſed to the ouch of chat odious A- 
nimal for ſo many Years, I fell ia a Swoon for al- 
moſt an Hour. At the Time I am * it is 
five Years fince my laſt Return to-Enpland : Dur- 
ing the firſt Year, 1 could not endure. my Wife or 
Children in my Preſente, the very Smell of them 
was intolerabte; much leſs could ſuſfer them 
to eat in the ſame Room. To this Hour Oe np. 
dare not preſume: to touch my. Bread, or d 
out of the ſame Cup ʒ neither was I evef able to let 
one of them takt me by the Hand. The firſt 
T hid out was to buy twd young Stone- 
Horſes, which Hkerp in a gdod: Stable, and next 
to them the Groom is my greateſt Favourite; for 
I feel my Spirits revived by the Smell he con- 
tracts in the Stable. My Horſes 3 me 
tolerably well; I cunverſe with them atleaſt four 
Hours every Day. They are Sti s to Bridle 
or Saddle z. ——— wo np . co. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The Author's Paracity. His ai in publiſhing 
= — His Cenſure of thoſe Travellers 
| from the Truth. The Author 


| 5 2 from any ſiniſter Ends in writ- 
ing. 7700 ſection anſwered, The Method 


0 We 4 alanies. His Native C 
| 7 EOS The Right of the Crown to hop 
Countries deſcribed by he Author, is juſtified. 
The Difficulty of conquering them. The Author 


 eakes his laſt Leave of the Reader; propoſeth 
His Manner of Living for the future ; gives 
| good Advice, and concludetb. 


HUS, gentle Reader, I have given FUE 2 
faithful Hiſtory of my Travels for Sixteen 


— and above ſeven Months; wherein I have 
not been ſo ſtudious of Ornament as Truth. I 
.could perhaps, like others, have aſtoniſhed thee 
with ſtrange improbable Tales ; but I rather choſe 
to relate plain Matter of Fact, in the ſunpleſt Man- 
ner and Style ; becauſe my principal Deſign was 
to inform, and not to amuſe thee, 

It is eaſy for us who travel into remote Coun- 
tries, which are ſeldom viſited by Erglimen, or 
other Zar eans, to form Deſcriptions of . 
ful Animals, both at Sea and Land. Whereas a 
Traveller's chief Aim ſhould be, to make Men 
wiſer and better, and to improve their Minds by 
the bad, as well as good Example, of what they 


deliver, concerning forei gn Places, 


* 
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I could heartily wiſh a Law was enacted that 
every Traveller, before he were permitted to pub- 
liſh his Voyages, ſhould be obliged to make Oath 
before the Lord High Chancellor, that all he intend- 
ed to print was abſolutely true, to the beſt of his 
Knowledge; for then the World would no longer 
be deceived, as it uſually is; while ſome Writers, 
to make their Works paſs the better upon the Pub- 
lic, impoſe the groſſeſt Falſities on the unwary 
Reader. I have peruſed ſeveral Books of Travels, 
with great Delight, in my younger Days; but 
having ſince gone over moſt Parts of the Globe, 
and been able to contradict many fabulous Accounts 
from my own Obſervation, it hath given me a 


gteat Diſguſt againſt this Part of Reading, and 


ome Indignation to ſee the Credulity of Mankind 

ſo impudently abuſed. Therefore, ſince my Ac- 
quaintance were pleaſed to think my poor Endea- 
vours might not be unacceptable to my Country, 
T impoſed on myſelf, as a Maxim, never to be 
ſwerved from, that I would fri&ly adbere to Truth ; 
neither, indeed, can I be ever under the leaſt 
Temptation to vary from it, while I retain in my 
Mind the Lectures and Example of my Noble 
Maſter, and the other -Illuſtrious Houyhnhnms, of 
whom I had ſo long the Honour to be an humble 
Hearer. 85 2 $617 OOO ©, 

— Nec fi miſerum Fortuna Sinonem 

Finxit, wvanum etiam, mendacemque improba 


Inget. 


T know very well, how little Reputation is to 
be got by Writings which require neither Genius 
nor Learning, nor, indeed, any other Talent, ex- 

; | 1 — | cept 
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cept a good Memory, or an exact Journal. I 
know likewiſe, that Writers of Travels, like Dic- 
 tionary-Makers, are ſunk into Oblivion, by the 
Weight and Bulk of thoſe who come laſt, and 
therefore lie uppermoſt, And it is highly proba- 
ble, that ſuch Travellers, who ſhall Ed} 16 vi- 
ſit the Countries deſcribed in this Work of mine, 
may, by detecting my Errors (if there be any) and 
adding many new Diſcoveries of their own, juſtle 
me out of Vogue, and ſtand in my Place, mak- 
ing the World forget that I was ever an Author. 
This indeed would be too great a Mortification, if 
I wrote for Fame: But, as my ſole Intention was 
the PuBtic Goos, I cannot be altogether diſap- 
pointed. For who can read of the Virtues I have 
mentioned in the glorious Houyhnhmns, without 
being aſhamed of his own Vices, when he con- 
ſiders himſelf as the reaſoning, governing Animal 
of his Country ? I ſhall ſay nothing of thoſe re- 
mote Nations where Yahoos preſide ; amongit 
which the leaſt corrupted are the Brobdingnagians, 
_ whoſe wiſe Maxims, in Morality and Government, 
it would be our Happineſs to obſerve. But I for- 
bear deſcanting farther, and rather leave the Ju- 
dicious Reader to his own Remarks and; Appli- 
cations. -: 

I am not a little pleaſed that this Work of 
mine can poſſibly meet with no Cenſurers: For 
what Objections can be made againſt a Writer who 
relates only plain Facts that happened in ſuch diſ- 
tant Countries, where we have not the leaſt Inter- 
reſt, with Reſpect either to Trade or Negotiati- 

ons ? I have carefully avoided every Fault with 
which common Writers of Travels are often too 
juſtly charged. Beſides, I meddle not the leaſt 
: | with 
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with any Party, but write without Paſſion, Pres 
zadice, or Il|-will againſt any Man, or Number of 
Men, whatſoever. I write for the nobleſt End, 
to inform and inſtruct Mankind, over whom I may, 
without Breach of Modeſty, pretend to ſome Supe- 
riority, from the Advantages I received by conver- 
fing fo long among the moſt accompliſhed Houybn- 


Bum. 1 write without any View towards Profit or 


Praife. I never ſuffer a Word to paſs, that may look 
like RefteQion, or poſſibly give the leaſt Offence, 
even to thoſe who are moſt ready to take it. So 
that I hope, I may, with Juftice, pronounce my- 
felf an Author perfectly blameleſs; againſt whom 
the Tribes of Anſwerers, Conſiderers, Obſervers, 
Nefle ders, Detecters, Remarkers, will never be 
able to find Matter for exercifing their Talents. 
- IT eonfefs, it was whiſpered to me, that I was 
bound in Duty, as a Subject of England, to have 
given in a Memorial to a Secretary of State, at 
my arſt Coming over; becauſe, whatever Lands 
ere diſcovered by à Subject, belong to the Crown. 
But I doubt whether our Conqueſts, in the Coun- 
tries I treat of, would be as eaſy as thoſe of Fer- 
dinendo Cortez, over the naked Americans. The 
Erliiputians, I think, are hardly worth the Charge 
of a Fleet and Army to reduce them; and I 
queſtion whether it might be prudent or ſafe to 
attempt the Brobdingnagians. Or whether an 
Engl; Army would be much at their Eaſe with 
the Flying Ifland over their Heads, The Houy- 
bnhums, indeed, appear not to be fo well prepared 
for War, a Science to which they are perfect 
Strangers, and eſpecially againſt miſſive Weapons. 
However, ſuppoſing myſelf to be a Miniſter of 
State, I could never give my Advice for 22 

2. 
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chem. Their Prudence, Unanimity, Unacquaint- 
edneſs with Fear, and their Love of their Coun- 
try, would amply ſupply all Defe&s in the Mili- 
tary Art. Imagine twenty thouſand of them 
breaking into: the midſt of an Buropean Army, 
confounding the Ranks, overturning the Carriages, 
battering the Warriors Faces into Mummy, by 
terrible Yerks from their hinder Hoofs; for they 


would well deſerve the Character given to Auou/- 


ius: Recaltitrat undigue tutus. But; inſtead of Pro- 
| 11 that magnanimous Nation, 

I rather wiſh they were in a Capacity, or Diſpo- 
Ation, to ſend a ſufficient Number of their Inha- 
bitants for eivilizing Europe, by teaching us the 
firſt Principles of Honour, Juſtice, Truth, Tem- 
perance, Public Spirit, Fortitude, Chaſtity, Friend- 
ſhip, Benevolence, and Fidelity. The Names of 
all which Virtues are ſtill retained among us in 
moſt Languages, and are to be met with in mo- 
dern, as well as ancient Authors; which I am 
able to aſſert, from my own ſmall Reading. 
But I had another Reaſon which made me leſs 
forward to enlarge his Majeſty's Dominions by my 
Diſcoveries. "To fay the Truth, I had conceived 
a few Scruples with Relation to the Diſtributive 
Juſtice of Princes upon thoſe -Occafions. For 

Inſtance, a Crew of Pyrates are driven by a Storm 
they know not whither ; at length a Boy diſco- 
vers Land from the Top-maſt 3 they go on Shore 
to rob and plander; they ſee an harmleſs People, 
are | entertained. with Kindneſs ; they give the 
Country a new Name; they take formal Poſſeſ- 


ion of it for their King; they ſet up a rotten Plank 


or a Stone for a Memorial; they murder two or 
three Dozen of the Natives, bring away a Cou- 
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ple more by Force for a Sample, return Heme, 
and get their Pardon. Here commences a new 
Dominion acquired with a Title by Divine Right. 
Ships are ſent with the firſt Opportunity ; the 
Natives. driven out or deſtroyed ; their Princes 
tortured to diſcover their Gold; a free Licence 
given to all Acts of Inhumanity and Luſi, the 
rth reeking with the Blood of its Inhabitants : 
And this execrable Crew of Butchers employed in 
FH pious an Expedition, is a nadern Colony, ſent 
to convert and civilize an idolatrous and barbarous 
. 1 . | 
But this Deſcription, I confeſs, doth by no 
Means affect the Briti//5 Nation, Who may be an 
Example to the whole World for their Wiſdom, 
Care, and Juſtice in planting Colonies ; their li- 
SHeral Endowments for the Advancement of Religi- 
on and Learning; their Choice of devout and a- 
ble Paſtors to propagate Chriftianity; their Cauti- 
on in ſtocking their Provinces with People of ſo- 
ber Lives and Converſations from this the Mother 
Kingdom; their ſtrict Regard to the [Diſtribution 
of Juſtice, in ſupplying the civil Adminiſtration, 
through- all their Colonies, with Officers of the 
greateſt Abilities, | utter Strangers to Corruption; 
and to crown all, by ſendipg the moſt vigilant 
and virtuous Governors, who have no other Views 
than the Happineſs of the People over whom they 
preſide, and the Honour of the King their Maſter, 
But, as thoſe Countries, which. I have deſcrib- 
ed, do not appear to have a Deſire of being con- 
quered, and enſlaved, murdered or driven out by 
Colonies ; nor abound either in Gold, Silver, Su- 
gar, or Tobacco; I did humbly. conceive, they 
were by no Means proper Objects of our Zeal, 
our Valour, or our Intereſt. However, if _ 
Wnom 
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whom it more concerns, think fit to be of another 
Opinion, I am ready to depoſe, when I ſhall be 
lawfully called, that no European did ever viſit 
theſe Countries before me. I mean, if the Inha- 
bitants ought to be believed. 

But, as to the Formality of taking Poſſeſſion in 
my Sovereign's Name, it neyer came once into 
my Thoughts; and, if it had, yet, as my Affairs 
then ſtood, 1 ſhould, perhaps, in Point of Pru- 
dence, and Selt-preſervation, have put it off to a 
better Opportunity. 3 

Having thus anſwered the only Objection that 
can ever be raiſed againſt me as a Traveller; I 
here take a final Leave of all my courteous Rea- 
ders, and return to enjoy my own Speculations in 
my little Garden at Reddriff; to apply thoſe ex- 
cellent Leſſons of Virtue which I learned among 
the Houyhnhnms ; to inſtruct the Taboo of my 
own Family, as far as I ſhall find them docible 
Animals; to beholds my Figure often in a Glaſs, 
and thus, if poſſible, habituate myſelf, by Time, 
to tolerate the Sight of a human Creature : Ta 
lament the Brutality of Houyhnhnms in my own 
Country, but always treat their Perſons with Re- 
ſpe, for the Sake of my noble Maſter, his Fami- 
ly, his Friends, and the whole Houybnrhnm Race, 
whom theſe, of ours, have the Honour to reſemble 


in all their Lineaments, however their Intellectu- 


als came to degenerate. | 

I began laſt Week to permit my Wife to fit at 
Dinner with me, at the fartheſt End of a long 
Table; and to anſwer (but with the utmoſt Bre- 
vity) the few Queſtions I asked her. Yet, the Smell 
of a Taboo continuing very offenſive, I always 


keep my Noſe well ſtopped with Rue, Lavender, 
b 9 
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r Tobacco- leaves. And, although it be hard fot a 
Man late in Life to remove old Habits, I am not 
altogether out of Hopes, in ſome Time, to ſuf- 
fer a Neighbour 72460 in my Company, without 
the Apprehenſions I am yet under of his Teeth 

or his Claws, 7 gt | 
My Reconcilement to the Yahoo Kind in gene- 
ral might not be ſo difficult, if they would be 
content with thoſe Vices and Follies only, which 
Nature hath intitled them to. I am not in the 
leaſt provoked at the Sight of a Lawyer, a Pick- 
pocket, a Colonel, a Fool, a Lord, a Gameſter, 
a Politician, a Whore- maſter, a Phyſician, an Evi- 
dence, a Suborner, an Attorney, a Traitor, or 
the like: This is all according to the due Courſe 
of Things: But when J behold a Lump of Defor- 
mity, and Diſeaſes both in Body and Mind, 
ſmitten with Pride, it immediately breaks all the 
Meaſures of my Patience; neither ſhall IJ be ever 
able to comprehend how ſuch an Animal, and 
fuch a Vice, could tally together. The wiſe and 
virtucus Houyhnhnms, who abound in all Excel- 
tencies that can adorn a rational Creature, have 
no Name for this Vice in their Language, which 
hath no Terms to expreſs any Thing that is Evil, 
except thoſe whereby they deſcribe the deteſtabla 
Qualities of their Taboos, among which they were 
Not able to diſtinguiſh this of Pride, for Want of 
thoroughly underſtanding Human Nature, as it 
ſheweth itſelf in other Countries, where that Ani- 
mal preſides. But J, who had more Experience, 
could plainly obſerve ſome Rudiments of it among 
the wild Yahboos. | 

But the Houyhnhnms, who live under the Go- 
vernment of Reaſon, are no more proud of the 
good 
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ood Qualities they poſſeſs, than I ſhould be for 
„ Leg or an Arm,, which no Man 
in his Wits would boaſt of, although he muſt be 
miſerable without them. I dwell the longer up- 
on this Subject, from the Deſire I have to make 
the Society of an Engl; Yahoo, by any Means, 
not inſupportable ; and, therefore, I here entreat 

thoſe who have any Tincture of this abſurd Vice, 
that they will not preſume to come in my Sight. 
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＋. HE Brus Empire in * ; contatns. 
e ing, the Diſcovery, Settlement, Progreſs - 
and State, of the Briz;4 Colonies on the Conti- 

nent and Iſlands of America. In two Volumes, 
8vo. Being an Account of the Country, Soil, 
Climate, Product, and Trade, of New und. Land. 
New- England, New Scotland, New-York, New- 
Jerſey, Pen Glan, Maryland, Virginia, Care- 
tina, Georgia, Hudſon" s Bay, Barbados, St. Lu- 
cia, St. Vincent's, Dominico, Antegua, Montſerrat, 
Newis, St. Cbriſtopber's, Barbuda, Anguilla, Fa- 
maica, Bahama, and Bermudas. Second Edition, 
corrected and amended. With the Continuation 
of the Hiſtory, and the Variation in the State and 
Trade of thoſe Colonies, from the Year 1710, to 
the preſent Time. Including, Occaſional Re- 
marks, and the moſt feaſible and uſeful Methods 
for their Improvement and Security. 


The Works of Sir William Temple, Bart. to 
which is prefixed ſome Account of his Lite and 
Writings. In two Volumes. Folio. 


Arithmetical Inſtitutions ; containing a com- 
pleat Syſtem gf Arithmetic, Natural, Logarith- 
mical and Algebraical, in all their Branches ; To- 
gether with many curious and . uſeful Improve- 
ments never before made public: By the . 
Mr. ln Kirby. Quarto. * | 

Arithmetice Univer/alis : ſive de 8 
& Reſolutione Arithmetica Liber. Edit. Secun- 

da, in qua multa immutantur & emendantur, 
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